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O//  enterit^  Spain  from  France.  The  Cmn^ 
try.  The  Mountains.  National  and 
Provincial  ObjeSts.    French  Government. 

fiilbao. 

HAVE  entered  Spain,  this  time,  with 

foiu^  prepofleffions  in  its  favour,  though 

already  tolerably  acquainted  with  it: 

having,  on  former  occaflons,  examined  the 

Touthern  parts  with  fome  pleafure,   J  ani 

now  traverfirtg  the  nbtthern  provinces  of 

VouII,  B  the 
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the  peninfula^  as  the  Spaniards  are  fond  ot 
calling  it. 

:'      '  '     '  • 

A  fmall  party  of  young  people,  finding 
or  fancying  themfelves  tired  of  French  faces 
und  French  nonfenfe,  readily  agreed  to  take! 
the  opportunity  of  my  little  bulinefs  in  thia 
country,  and  to  go  in  fearch  of  fomething 
fuperior,  and  perhaps  not  vfithout  hopes  of' 

fome  curious  adventui;'es,  in,  tl\efe  regions  of 
romance :  for,  I  think,  the  very  mention 
of  Spain  awakens  in  the  mind,  efpecially 
of  young  people,  ideas  of  fomething  r©^ 
mantle  and  uncommon, 

.  Our  fcheiaes,  principles^  or  prejudiced^ 
cnce  adop|e4>  you  know  the  fancy  has  a 
wonderful  knack  at  con&ming  us  in  Aeru 
by  many  artful  ways,  and  of  feducing  us 
by  her  manner  of  colouring  and  fhewing 
US:  the  obje^la  of  iijLclination,  an4  by  con- 
cealing or  diftorting  the  reft.  Overtook- 
ipgf  therefore,  thie"  many  excallent  and 
amiable  qualities  of  the,  French:  iiv  our  fre-» 
qiient  confultations,.  a,nd  im^gijciing  our- 
felves  difgufted.  with,  their  follies  a,Qd,  af- 
4  fetation. 


•  > 


FROM   SPAIN.  3 

fc<2ation,  we  left  their  country,  almoft  con- 
firmed in  the  expedation  of  finding  all  the 
bppofite  qualities  in  Spain  j — more  of  pure 
nature^  fiflcerityi  and  found  fenfei,— their 
mirth  aad  their  mufic,  and  every  thing 
more  to  our  tafte.  Now,  though  our  hopes^ 
as  ufuaj^  have  already  proved  partly  delu- 
five,  it  muft  be  confefledi  that  fpecific 
dyfereaces  do  exifl  between  the  charac- 
ters of  th^fe  two  nations^  and  that  feveral 
fcircumftances  in  the  approaches  to  Spain, 
on*  this  fidef  are  calculated  to  produce  ^ 
fayouraWe  difpgfition  in  the  travellen 

Many  objeds  iii  this  couhtry  concur  to 
fill  the  ffliiid  with  noble  and  pleafmg  fenti- 
inents.  Our  firft  fight  of  the  Pyrenean 
mountains,  from  a  vaft  diftatice,  viewing 
their  fnowy  tops  abovfe  the  clouds  from  the 
iandes\  an  arid  and  defert  plain ;  then  the 
jgradu^  rife  of  that  tirefome  plain,  as  we 
^dvancci  into  beautiful  green  hills,  lakes, 
woodSj  and  at  length  to  naked  or  fnowy 
rocks  that  feeih  to  pierce  the  heavens;  all 
contribute  to  infpire  new  and  fublime 
ideas;  9nd  the  mind|  thus  warmed  and 

B  2  elevated^ 
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ckvated,  is  dilpofed  to  fpread  the  beauties' 
that  pleafe  us,  over  all  the  obje£ks  around. 

Moft  of  thefe  countries  formed  by  the 
ikirts  of  the  Pyrenees,  are  beautiful,  and 
Tery  difFeireht  from  the  reft  of  France^  and, 
in  my  opinion,  much  fuperior  to  moft  of 
it.     The  human  fpecies,  as  you  advance^ 

•  .  9    9 

feems  likewife  to  change  atid  improve  into 
£l  more  vigorous  and  hardy  race ;  they  arc 
fond  of  their  liberties,  for  which  they  have 
often  encountered  that  defpotifm  by  which 
they  are  furrounded.  It  has  been  obferved, 
that  the  Bayonne  privateers  have  generally 
fought  well:  laft  war,  they  gained  great 
credit. 

Among  thefe  tnbuhtains  lies  Beam,  thrf 
country  of  Henry  IV.  Here  he  was  boriij 
and  paffed  his  infancy.  Full  of  the  idea  of 
this  excellent  king,  I  wifhed  to  trace  him 
from  his  cradle,  and  as  it  were,  fee  where 
he  went,  and  what  he  did ;  but  could  not 
prevail  with  jhe  reft  of  the  party.  The 
imagination,  led  away  with  that  heroic 
character,  with  thefe  romantic  and  fublime 
*  fcenea 
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fcene^  of  nature,  and  with  all  my  old  preju- 
dices in  favour  of  mountaineers,  I  began 
to  doubt  and  difpute — if  a  level  country 
be  fit  to  produce  great  ?nen. 

/ 

Here  we  meet  with  good  country-houfe«i 
in  noble  fituations  ;  alfo  plenty,  hofpitality, 
and  old  hearty  country  manners.  But 
moft  of  the  efiates,  even  the  fmalleft,  are 
entailed,  and  hence  little  land  ever  comes 
to  market.  Such  a  flop  to  the  circulation 
of  property  is  a  great  hindrance  to  the  im- 
provement of  a  country^ 

The  ports  of  Bayonne  and  St.  Jean  de 
Luz,  fhow  now  a  confiderable  Ijpirit  of 
coiTimerce  and  improvement;  but  the  ef- 
fects of  that  fpirit  do  not  extend  far  into 
the  country.  Thefe  ports  have  been  imr 
proved,  extenfive  piers  conftrudted  and 
kept  up,  at  a  grea^  expencp  j  l)ut  the  op- 
preffions  of  a  government  remote  ai^d  jea- 
lous, by  gradually  impairing  their  privi-^ 
Jeges,  will  probably,  in  time,  reduce  thefe 
people  to  a  common  level  with  the  reft  of 

B  3  their 
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their  fubjeas,  to  poverty  and  dependence? 
—a  prey  to  intendants,  fermicr»,  gabellW| 
&c.  The  infoience  of  people  in  office  will 
then  more  than  counterbalance  the  opera- 
tions of  induftry.  Their  ports  will  fall  to 
ruin,  and  fill  up,  by  any  remifiion  of  thofe 
ponftant  and  expenfive  efforts  that  are  ne-» 
pcflary  againft  their  other  powerful  ene-r 
xnies,  the  fea  and  fand,  that  are  perpetually 
rolling  in  upon  them  from  the  Bay  of 
^ifcay* 

This  leads  to  reflections  on  fubjeds  which 
I  would  rather  wifh  to  recommend  to  your 
future  confideration,  than  attempt  to  decide 
lipon  now ;  vh.  Of  the  various  objedts  of 
public  concern,  to  diflinguifh  that  which 
ought  to  be  left  to  provincial  or  local  mar 
nagement^  from  what  fhould  be  under  tha^ 
of  the  general  or  national  government. 
The  national  government  generally  errs^  I 
think,  on  the  wrong  fide^  and,  afluming  the 
management  of  every  thing,  leaves  too  Httlq 
for  the  people  thcmfelves  to  do :  overlook- 
ing the  fmall,  but  more  eff^dual,  encou- 
ragement 
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rag^nknl  Hihd  a^ftatjice  which  t^cfuld  of^en 
ifldte  the  (i^dpie  to  help  themfelves,  and 
pfbduee  itiore  public  good* 

If  the  Ffehch  goTerriment  W€rt  to  try 
Ib^e  iel^petimedts  ef  this  kind^  in  different 
pi'ovinces^  ds  has  ofteti  been  firopofed,  dnd 
glVe  tip  to  theifl  the  mafaagetiiettt  of  feveral 
branches  of  taxation^  of  revenue,  and 
public  works,  they  might  be  enabled  to 
decide  upon  fome  general  fyftem  for  the 
whole  nation.  But  there  is  not  much 
probability  of  th?it  government  going  fq 
far.  Were  they  even  to  begin  and  fet 
heartily  about  it,  they  would  probably  tire 
in  the  courfe  of  it,  and  fail  in  attempting 
to  furmount  fome  of  the  various  fucceffions 
,of  difficulties. that  would  arife.  From  fome 
few  inftances  of  ignorance  or  difhoneftyj^ 
they  would  haftily  pronounce  the  pro- 
vinces unfit  tp  be  truftecl  with  their  own 
^ffairst 


We  now  go  on  with  our  journey,  and 
enter  Spain  through  great  variety  and  fuc- 
jpeflions    of  grand    mountains,    where    I 

]&  4  wifhe4 
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wifhed  to  baye  ftaid  much  longer  to  it^m 
4ulge  ia  contemplating  thofe  majeftic  fcenes 
of  nature :  but  I  will  not,  therefore,  de- 
tain  you  there,  with  poetic,  glowing,  of;* 
raying  defcription^,  ^hich  afe  generally 
better  calculated  to  amufe  the  writer  thai^ 
the  reader,  and  prove  mofUy  inadequate  tp 
the  purppfes  of  tranfmitting  the  ide^s.  or' 
the  fentiments  it;itended; 
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LETTER    11. 

Quipufcoa*  Ume.  Police.  People.  Wi^mcm 
Frontier.  Indujiry.  Liberty.  Policy. 
Pqfage.     St.  Sebq/lians. 

ON  entering  Spain  by  Guipufcoa,  pleaf^ 
ed  and  elevated  by  that  noble  and 
piajeftic  kind  of  country, — ^from  the  heavy 
iands,  and  bad  roads  of  Guienne,  to  the 
jiew  and  excellent  ones  of  thefe  provinces, 
T— from  the  heathy  or  naked  landes^  to 
thefe  magnificent  mountains,  which  are 
inoftly  cultivated,  or  covered  with  woods, 
"v^e  continued  ftill,  for  a  time,  prepofleiTed 
Jn  favour  of  the  country  ia  general,  and 
gather  blind  to  the  furyounding  poverty 
^nd  dirt,  which,  however,  fopn  began  to 
ftppear  in  y^rious  ihapes* 

In  thefe  northern,  and  in  other  parts  of 
^pain,  the  want  of  lime-ftone  is  4  more 
ppital  defeft  than  ypu  f^ay  at  f^rft  Imaging. 

The 
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The  little  lime  they  can  aflford  to  procure, 
muft  be  brought  by  fea.  The  want  of 
neatnefs,  and  of  finifliing,  in  their  ordi- 
nary buildiiigSj-^jhe  dead  and  inelancholy 
appearance  of  the  country,  though  tole- 
rably filled  with  villages,  ar^  an:^ong  th€ 
confequences  of  this  want^ 

Their  towns  and  villages  are,  even  here, 
likewife  deficient  in  other  little  objedls  of 
police  iind  cleanlineis,  in  contrivance  and 
manner  of  building,  on  which,  with  u^ 
depend  many  of  the  cotnforts  of  life  j  and 
ftiU  more  in  the  internal  parts  of  Spain.  So 
that,  as  we  advance  into  the  country,  the 
mortifying  and  loathfome  profpeds  of 
human  nufery  and  indolence  increafe  upon 
les,  and  are  too  often  fufficient  to  damp  . 
the  i^irits  of  the  moft  cheerful, and  invin- 
cible traveller:  ind  more  eipecially,  if  he 
is  fatisfied  with  a  firft  view,  and  does  no^ 
ftop  long  enough  anywhere  to  learn  the 
language,  and  to  difcovcr  fome  of  thofe 
valuable  and  agreeable  qualities  to  be  ftnind 
in  the  character  and  trafo^  i.  e.  the  dlfpofi^ 
^ion  and  behaviour  of  many  excellent  in- 

dividu^lsi 
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ifliiriduals  of  both  fexes ;  and  in  the  man-* 
pers  and  humours  of  the  people,  ail  of 
iD^hich  fo  getierally  and  warmly  attach  thofe 
^ho  ftay  ai^y  time  among  them* 

After  fome  converfatlon  and  debate,  I 
jLhink  our  party  all  agree,  that  the  Spanil^ 
jchara£ter  is  readily  diflinguifhable  from  the 
French,  and  in  fome  things  rather  advan- 
ttageoufly,  amidft  all  their  fcarcity,  their 
poverty,  and  negligence  of  appearance.  la 
the  female  fex,  the  difference  Is  ftriking* 
In  many,  the  figure  and  manner,  the  eyes 
and  caft  of  features,  the  fhape  and  air,  the 
kind  of  animation  and  fenfibility,  more 
temperate  and  graceful,  yet  far  more  figni- 
ficant  and  powerful.  In  ihort,  the  fex; 
feem  here  a  different,  and  moft  of  us  thinly 
Z  fuperior  race  of  beings,  even  to  thofe  we 
left  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Pyrenees, 
whom  neyerthelefS|  you  kqow,  I  highly 
cfteem^ 

Spain  has  here  a  good  defenfible  fronr 
tier.  Fonterabia,  now  negleded,  has 
formerly   rcfiftcd    the  whole    power   <jf 

Tranc?, 
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France.  But  this  is  the  beft  part  of  their 
frontier.  They  could  not  now  keep  thjp 
Jrehch  out  of  their  country  in  cafe  of  waK 
The  other  p^fles  of  the  Pyrenees  are  in  the 
poffeffion  of  France,  as  at  Belgarde,  &c. 
This  is  a  material  circumftance  in  their  al- 
liance, and  fecures  its  duration. 

The  French,  by  the  way,  tjicy  fay,  begin 
to  work  a  gopd  copper-mine  in  thefe  moun^ 
t^ins,  towards  Navarre,  within  the  Spanifh 
frontier;  and  if  they  can  once  ere<a  mills^ 
and  manufa(^ure  that  metal  as  we  do,  they 
piay,  in  time,  copper  their  fhips  as  readily, 
with  feveral  other  advantages* 

Tl^e  inhabitants  of  thefe  three  or  four 
northern  provinces  of  Spain  are,  I  think^ 
a  more  ftout,  hardy,  and  healthy  race,  thaa 
]tbe  reft.  They  eat  more  animal  food  thaa 
pioft  othej-s,  except  the  Englifli,  and,  like 
them,  are  of  a  noble,  frank,  and  generous 
temper.  They  are  diftinguifhable  enougU 
from  thofe  of  the  other  pro^nnces,  in  cha- 
rafter,  perfon,  and  countenance,  by  one 
ifyhg  lives  in  Spain,  though  nojt  fo  readily 

by 
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fty  foreigners^  who  confider  all  is  Spaniards' 
"who  inhabit  the  kingdom :  but  a  Bifeayan j' 
or  a  Catalan,  is  offended  by.  that  appella-^ 
tion* 

There  are  feveral  vifibly  diftinfl:  races  6( 
people  in. Spain.  Thefe  are  among  the  moffi. 
laborious.  They  cultivate  their  mquatains 
(and  their  country  cohfifts  of  little  elfe)  to 
the  very  "tops,*,  chiefly,  with  inftruments 
worked  by  Tiand,  as  large  hoes,  forks,  &c. 
and  in"  which  both  fexes  labour  equally 
and  together.  This  is  the  only  country  in 
Spain  where  planting  is  attended  to.  There 
are  laws  that  oblige  them  to  plant  when 
they  cut  their  trees:  timber  being  neceflary 
to  their  iron-works  and  fhip  building,  and 
it  adds  great  btauty  to  the  country.  Thefe 
branches  of  induftry  might  be  carried  much, 
farther,  if  the  Spanifh  government  could 
be  wife  enough  to  let  them  alone,  and  only 
buy  their  iron,  their  guns,  and  fhips,  and 
contrive  for  them  fome  gradually  increafing 
demand  or  market,  fo  as  to  increafe  and 
employ  fo  ufeful  a  people.-  But  govern- 
ment is  fupplied  from  abroad  with  fevera! 

things 
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things  which,  it  is  faidi   might  be  xnadis 
or  produced  here* 

Thefe  three  Bafcongada  provinces^  Gm-^ 
pufcoa,  Alava,  and  Bifcaya^  together  with 
Navarre,  are  now  the  only  remaining  afy-*- 
lums  in  the  peninfula  for  liberty :  and  \XA 
efFefts  ftill  evidently  appear  In  their  charac^ 
ter,  induftryi  and  population,  to  the  obvi- 
ous advantage  of  both  the  governing  and 
governed.  But  fome  of  the  over-wife 
Spanifh  lawyers  are  already  beginning  td 
embroil  this  bufinefs,  and  to  perfuade  go-s 
vernment  that  thefe  people  are  too  freCj— 
that  they  are  bad  and  difloyal  fubjeds :  and 
this  over* wife  government  feems  inclined  to 
believe  fuch  dodrine,  and  to  fhew  a  mean 
and  unjuft  j^loufy  of  their  profperity^ 

Spain  haft  ciertainly  hitherto  found  het 
ilccount  in  leaving  thefe  provinces  thus 
loofely  attached  to  her,  "on  their  own  terms^ 
iippointifig  only  one  or  .two  of  their  chief 
fnagiftrates,  and  a^  commiifary  to  take  care 
of  the  revenue ;  permitting  them  to  make 
their  own  lawS|  raife  their  taxes,  and  to 

govera 
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gPY^rn  theic  owa  affairs  nearly  as  they 
pleafe%  Every  advantage  and  fuceefs  that 
CQuld  well  be  e?:peQ:ed,  have  attended  thefc 
iaeafures^  and  would  go  on  to  attend  theia 
probably  ftiU  more  in  future,  if  there  could 
be  wifdom  and  liberality  enough  in  the 
Spanifb  government  only  to  affift  them  in 
promotiijg  their  own  patriotic  meafures, 
and  help  the  leading  men  among  them  ta 
improve  the  country. .  And  fuch  are  the 
beJft,  ^ud.  perhaps  the  only  maxims  by 
which  any  nation  or  community  fhould  ever 
permit  itfelf  to  govern  another*  We 
fhould  j  in  fuch  cafes,  do  all  the  good  we 
ean,  without  flopping  to  calculate  the  bene- 
fits that  miay  refult  to  ourfelves.  Various 
^dvantag^s  to  the  fuperior  yower,  will  ge-. 
nerally  be  the  fruita  of  fuch  meafures ;  and 
the  produce  more  certain  and  dired:,  than 
by  ajl  the,  political  and  ufurious  bargains, 
l$^ws,  or  treaties,  that  could  previoufly  be 
made  to  fecure  their  obedience  or  their 
cuftom.  But  fuch  meafures  I  doubt  whether 
their  ^vernment  is  capable  of  purfuing  for 
sifuflScient  length  of  time :  and  it  is  notfo 
^xiuch  from  any  plan  or  defign,  as  from  in- 

.  '     tJoTence, 
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dolence,  inability,  alccident,  aiid  other  cuf- 
ciimftances  of  the  Spanifli  governtacnt, 
that  thefe  mountaineers  have  hitherto  efcap- 
dd  the  fame  yoke  a^  th^ii*  neighbouring^ 
jirovinceS. 

The  lituation  and  fuccers  of  thefe  are  cer- 
tainly worth  the  confideration  of  a  travel- 
ler, and  may  furnifh  ufeful  political  leflbn^ 
for  other  nations  and  their  dependents; 
ind  likewift  for  Spain  herfdf ;  for  with  her 
diftant  colonies  fhe  has  fbllowed  contrar/ 
iriaxims,  and  has  generally  fucceedcid  badly. 
If  yoti  had  followed  fuch  maxims  with* 
your  colonies,  if  ydu  had  flackened  inftead 
of  tightened  the  reing  of  government,  and 
permitted  the  fovereignty  gradually  to  re^ 
lax  and  diminifti,  both  you  and  they  might 
probably  have  gone  oh  to  prolper  for  ever 
together:  that  connexion,  if  left  alone  to  its 
natural  progreffion,  would  have  gradually 
changed  into  fome  intercourfe  more  bene- 
ficial to  both,  but  would  never,  probably, 
have  arrived  at  a  total  reparation,  and  might 
always  have  promoted  your  mutual  political 
advantages :  and  let  us  ftiU  hope,  in  cafe  ot 

a  po*' 
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if  ][)olitical  feparatiofl,  that  you  may  both 
foon  recover  your  tempers,  fo  as  to  reftore 
an  intimate  commercial  conndsion.' 

Thefe  northern  provinces  having  proved 
more  interefting  than  was  expeded,  we 
have  been  agreeably  difappointed,  in  fpite 
bf  the  defedts  already  mentioned,  and  I 
wflied  to  dwell  in  the  country,  and  on  the 
fubjecft',  more  than  time  will  permit  to  ei- 
ther; fo  that  you  may  efcape  with  only  a 
few  more'  mifcellaneotis  6bfervations,  as 
tfuaL 

Pojage — is  a  very  good  little  fea-port, 
well  formed,  and  fliut  up,  by  nature ;  now 
in  pofleffion  of  the  Carraca  company jj  who 
tave  almoft  a  monopoly  of  the  cocoa  trade,' 
which  muft  be  very  confiderable :  there  is 
d' vai^*deal  of  chocolate  drank  in  Europe; 
I  have  heard^  that  the  country  about  Carraca 
%  among  the  richeft  and  beft  fettled  of  any 
fn  Spanifh  America. 

Here  is  an  iron  mill,  eredied  by  D'Ara- 

gori.    It  produces  about  three  hundred  bars 

Vol,  II,  G  per 
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per  week.  His  fon^  the  Marquis  d'Iran Jaft^ 
is  now  travelling  ia  queft  of  uleful  know-^ 
Iedge,-"that  of  trades  and  manufadures. 

St.  Sebqftians — a  curious  promontory  j 
a  rock  projeding  into  the  fea.  Its  fummit 
is  fortified,  and  might  be  made  very  ftrong* 
It  forms  a  tolerable  port  and  ihelter  againft 
fome  winds,  though  open  to  the  north. 
By  the  help  of  a  mole  or  pier,  it  a  ight  be 
made  a  tolerable  harbour,  iheltered  from 
north- weft  round  to  north- eaft#  But  the 
town,  like  many  others,  built  in  times  oi 
ignorance  and  civil  wars,  ftands  in  the 
wrong  place.  Thofe  btiilt  for  defence  are 
generally  found  to  be  ill  adapted  for  com- 
merce or  conveniency  j  and  men  remain^ 
by  habit,  fixed  to  places  and  cuftoms,  long 
after  the  caufes  that  eftablifh  them  have 
ceafed4  This  is  very  generally  the  safe  ia 
Spain. 
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LETTER    in. 

Romantic  Rums  and  Situations.  Strangers 
attached  to  Spain.  Society  of  Arts. 
Good  Conde.    Indufiry. 

THEIR  towns  and  villages,  in  thefe 
northern  provinces,  have  generally 
fomething  about  them  that  is  very  romantic 
and  interefting  in  fituation  and  manner  of 
building.  Some  retain  a  certain  air  of 
antique  magnificence  ;  but  as  they  are  too 
generally  approaching  to  a  ftate  of  ruin  and 
decline,  they  ftrike  with  a  melancholy  idea 
of  fome  former  better  times,  and  the  mind 
deplores  the  vicillitudes  of  human  greatnefs, 
and  its  productions.  Ruins  do,  .indeed, 
form  the  ftriking  features  of  this  whole 
peninfula:  fo  many  old  caftles,  declining 
towns  and  manfions,  the  fad  remains  of 
former  grandeur,  fo  frequently  to  be  met 
with  J  together  with  the  peculiar  romantic 

C  2  humour 
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humour  and  manners  of  the  natives,  alJ 
contribute  to  keep  up  the  idea  of  this  being 
jhe  country  of  romance.  I  longed  to  reftore 
fome  of  their  magnificent  old  manfions  to 
their  original  ftate.  I  believe  one  of  the 
few  pleafures  of  travelling  through  Spaia 
may  confift  in  indulging  the  fancy  in  this 
fpecies  of  caftle-building,  in  improving 
and  beautifying  the  face  of  the  country. 

The  bold  ar^d  foriiantic  fituation  of 
feveral  of  their  little  towns,  in  thefe  two 
provinces,  as  Ve'rgara,  &c.  pendent  on  the 
fides  of  rocky  mountains,  ovejT  a  rapid 
ftream,  among  other  bold  arid  pleafing  fenti- 
ments,  fuggefts  to  the  fancy,  that  of  a  hardy 
and  vigorous  race  of  people,  whidi  is  pre- 
fently  confirmed  by  feeing  the  children  care- 
lefsly  climbing  the  fteep  hills  and  precipices^ 
and  early  employed  in  manly  occupationsir 

But  fo  much  old,  arid  (b  fittle  new,  evert 
in  the  beft  provinces  of  Spain,  is  certainly 
a  ftrong  fymptom  of  decline,  with  what- 
ever confidence  a  few  people  abotit  the 
court   may  flatter   fheriifelves,    and    thcrr 

good 
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good  monarch,  into  notions  of  their  prefent 
rifing  ftate    of  profperify    and   advance- 
-Snent. 

It  is  hard  to  account  for  that  fingular  at- 
tachment which  many  of  us  foreigners, 
.who  come  from  better  countries,  contract: 
for  this  of  Spain,  and  having  once  livqcj 
here,  makes  us  long  to  return  to  it  as  to  a 
jjatiye  land,  and  give  a  preference  to  the 
poverty  and  defolation  of  this  over  •  the 
wealth  and  acquirements  of  more  polifhed 
nations :  perhaps  it  could  not  be  well  ac- 
counted for,  without  leading  you  through 
^e  country,  and  Ihewing  you  what  it  is  we 
like.  The  warm  prediledion,  obfervable 
in  many  of  the  Englifh  in  particular,  for 
this  country,  may  proceed  from  fome  fecret 
fympathy,  and  fimilarity  of  charad:er  and 
talle ;  the  fame  natural  and  original  diflike 
of  the  Jf ench, — a  limilar  turn  of  mind  in 
many  things,  are  obvious  enough,  and  may 
I^eip  to  form  this  kind  of  mental  union :  it 
is  likewife  to  the  powerful  attractions  of 
the  fex  in  Spain,  that  we  may  afcribe  much 
€f  this  attachment, — to  their  peculiar  graces, 
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fpirit,  and  converfation :  the  footing  of 
equa^lity  on  which  they  Hve  and  work  with 
the  men  in  this  country,  is  alfo  remark- 
able. 

I  was  highly  pleafed,  you  may  be  ftire, 
t  to  find  in  thefe  mountains,  a  fociety  and 
academy  for  the  encouragement  of  ufeful 
arts  and  knowledge,  lately  founded  on  good 
and  benevolent  principles.  They  have 
their  yearly  meetings  alternately  at  the 
capital  of  each  of  thefe  three  provinces, 
viz.  at  Vitoria,  Vergara,  and  Bilbao, 
But  embarrafled  by  the  jealous  and  mif-» 
chievous  fpirit  of  their  government  and 
religion,  they  are  forced  to  proceed  with 
too  much  caution  in  their  choice  of  pro-* 
,  feiTors,  books,  fubjefts;  otherwife,  fome 
inquifitor,  informer,  or  friar,  or  perhapa 
fome  French  influence  at  court,  may  deftroy 
all  the  intended  fabric  in  its  foundation. 

Their  fuccefs  likewife  depends  tqo  much 
on  the  life  of  one  man,  the  Conde  de  Pena 
Florida,  the  principal  author  and  promoter 
pf  all  thefe  improvements.     He  is  one  of 

4hofQ 


LETTERS   FROM   SPA»^.  2J 

ijiofe  old-fafliioned  country  gentlemen  who 
pfcfer  a  country  life  to  a  town  refidence ; 
he  chufes  to  live  at  home^  upon  his  eftate, 
and  do  all  the  good  he  can,  Onee  a  year, 
I  underftand,  he  goes  to  cour^.  He  has 
had  influence  with  moft  of  the  gentlemen 
jof  this  country,  to  follow  his  example, 
By  fuch  aftive  benevolence,  and  by  inter-^ 
marriages,  he  feems  the  father  of  a  whole 
country.  Surely,  in  life  there  cannot  bg 
a  happier  condition.  His  liberality  feldom 
appears  in  ads  o£  mere  charity,  which 
generally  ferves  only  to  promote  indolence 
and  vice.  It  is  by  encouraging  ufeful  trades 
and  manufaftures,  that  he  diffiifcs,  througl^ 
the  whole  country^  a  fpirit  of  a^Stive  iix^ 
^uftry  and  emulation. 

He  is  obliged  to  have  prlefts  in  his 
;3^cademy,  and  he  feems  to  have  got  one  at 
the  head  of  it,  of  as  liberal  a  Jura  of  mind 
as  could  be  wifhed.  He  was  very  happy 
to  talk  firecly  to  us  ;  a  pleafure  which  can 
j[eldom  ht  indulged  in  thefe  coyntries,  and 
•which  we  know  not  how  to  appreciate, 
hf  it€  being  already  fo  common  among  us. 

d  4  Th.e 
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The  Conde  fends  his  fons  to  travel  for 
real  information,'  ancj  chiefly  in  the  ufefuji 
arts.  I  found  one  of  them  at  Paris,  and  hope 
I  have  prevailed  on  him  to  vifit  Eqgland, 
with  feveral  others  of  his  countrymen,  who 
are  ftudying  there,  with  great^  application 
and  fuccefs,— chiefly  in  chemifl:ry,  natura). 
or  experimental  philofophy,  with  the  prac- 
tice of  fome  of  the  moft  ufeful  trades. 
Another  of  the  Conde^s  fons  was  fent  to 
Sweden,  to  learn  every  thifig  concerning 
iron  and  fteel.  But  he  unfortunately  died, 
or  the  good  Conde  might,  by  this  time, 
have  fucceeded  in  fome  more  of  his  patrio- 
\\z  fchemes,  particularly  the  making  of  flieel, 
to  which  this  country  is  well  adapted,  as  ii; 
produces  all  forts  of  iron  and  charcoal. 

He  continues,  however,  indefatigable ; 
and  it  is  probable  that  fome  of  his  favouritq 
projects  may  yet  fucceed,  or,  at  leafl:,  b6 
begun,  if  he  lives  long  enough.  But  as 
fuch  men  are  very  fcarce  in  this  country,  it 
Js  not  fo  probable  that  his  improvement^ 
may  be  taken  up,  and  carried  on,  after  his 
4eath  :-rfuch  as  niaking  more  rog-ds,  and 
^  ^  •  rendering 
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gendering   rivers   navigable,   forming   and 
improving  more  harbours  on  their  coaft. 

They  alr^jdy  make  fmall  arm^  at  Palen- 
cia,  and  have  lately  exported  confiderable 
quantities. to  our  old  friends,  and  new  ene^ 
mies,  in  America ;  and  have  now  large 
orders  from  tjieir  own  government.  This, 
with  feveral  other  fymptoms,  fliews  clearly 
enough,  what  conduct  we  have  yet  long  to 
f  xpe.dt  from  thjs  nation. 
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LETTER    IV. 

Jbron.  Trades,,  Mujic.  Timber.  Bilhae^ 
Wool.  Clergy.  Cemmerce.  Beurbons^ 
Smuggling.      The  Poor.     Mr.   Bowles. 

Roads* 

I  AM  glad  that  you  approve  of  my  dwelt* 
ing  more  than  ufual  on  fuch  fcenes,  and 
iittle  commencements  of  induflry  as  this 
country  exhibits^  There  are,  in  this  mifer«- 
able  world,  but  few  of  thofe  refting-places 
where  one  wifhes  to  ftop  and  contemplate 
the  rife  or  infancy  of  human  improve- 
ments, which  is'always  more  pleafaat  thaft 
their  old  age  or  decUnei. 

You  know  that  iron  is  as  yet  almoft  the 
only  export  of  this  hardy  race.  It  may 
amount  to  about  200,000  quintals  a  year. 
Their  iron  works  are  fmall,  and  fcattered 
over  the  country  for  the  convenience  of 
vrood  and  charcoal,  in  the  ufe  of  which^ 

great 
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great  ceconomy  is  obferved.  I  doubt  if 
our  new  method  of  uling  coke  can  produce 
iiich  good  iron  as  this.  We  viiited  feveral 
of  tbofe  little  works,  and  were  there  tpld^ 
that  the  eight  or  ten  men,  ufually  employ- 
ed in  each,  can  produce  about  eighty  quin- 
tals of  pig  from  the  ore  per  week,  for  5^ 
reals  per  quintal;  that  the  ore  generally 
gives  a:bout  one-third  iron.  This  may  fet 
you  about  inquiring  concerning  ours  ia 
Jlngland, 

Such  is  the  connexion  of  the  arts,  that 
one  brings  many  others  along  with  it.  One 
good  ftaple  commodity  in  a  country  will 
create  a  plenty  in  every  thing  «elfe.  Thb 
little  bufinefs  of  iron  has  improved  them  in 
feveraj  other  things,  by  creating  a  demand 
for  them,  as  in  agriculture,  planting,  weav- 
ing, and  iqi  feveral  trades  for  tools. 

When  you  vifit  this  country,  I  would 
m\{h  you  to  ftop>  a  while  at  Vergara,  where, 
I  think,  you  may  be  amply  repaid  for  your 
time  and  trouble  in  climbing  thele  moun** 
fains  to  get  at  it.     This  good  Conde  de 

Pena 
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Pena  Florida  has  made  thefe  people  mufical 
too.  They  now  tranflate  and  adt  Italian 
operas  among  themfelves,  and  fill  all  the 
parts  very  tolerably,  bpth  of  the  fta'ge  and 
orcbcftra.  This  is  probably  of  importance 
in  civilizing  a  country.  However  well  in-^ 
clined  you  may  be  tp  laugh  at  fuch  things 
now-a-days,  we  have  the  wiftft  men  of 
antiquity  oi>  our  fidej  and,  I  think,  the 
Hioral  efFeds  of  mufic  are  obvious  even 
now,  here,  and  elfewhere,  increafing  and 
improving  fociability,  humanity,  and  fome 
of  our  beft  fcntiments. 


/ 


In  thefe,  and  other  mountainous  parts  of 
Spain,  fome  good  timber  ftill  remains, 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  bringing  it  away. 
They  now  talk  of  ma^iijg  roads  for  that 
purpofe;  but  I  doubt  the  execution  of 
moft  Spanifh  government  projed^.  Thefe 
poor  mountaineers  are  the  only  people  in 
Spain,  who  have  induftry  and  forefight 
enough  to  plant  and  replace  the  confump^ 
tion^  A  large  and  good  kind  of  pin^  pi! 
fir  abounds  yet  in  fome  parts  of  thefe 
northern  mountains^j  abovq   6000,  I  was 

told. 
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told,  have  been  found  in  a  fpace  of  half  a 
league  fquare.  They  have  lately  been  able 
to  get  fome  oak  down  to  the  Cavada  and 
St.  Ander;  and  fomc  has  been  carried 
down  the  Ebro  for  Garthagena,  which,  by 
the  way.,  is  their  moft  convenient  port  and 
arfenal  for  work.  They  likewife  carry 
fojo^e  {imber  from  Sierra  Morena,  down  fhe 
Guadalquivir,  for  Cadix.  They  cut  up 
timber  to  great  wafte,  ufihg  large  oaks. 
for  fmall  veffels,  and  in  general,  faicrifice 
too  much  to  fecurity.  Such  has  b^n  their 
hiftory  in  almoft  every  thing.  Too  much 
Caution^  might  be  the  Spaniih  motto.  Their 
works  are  generally  too  great,,  too  ftrorjg, 
too  fecure^  but  without'  fufEcient  fcie^ic^, 
tafte,  or  oeconomy. 

Bilbao — an  agreeable  place,  a  pretty  Tittle 
river,  and  a  fine  hilly  country, — but  the 
^own  again  in  the  Wrong  place ;  on  the 
yvrong  fide  of  the  river^  and  fubjed:  tq 
^e  overflowed.  The  inhabitants  offer  to 
change  it  themfelves,  but  the  court  of 
Madrid  refufes  them  leave  to  do  it;  Moft 
Spaniih  towns  have  fome  fuch  capital  de^ 

fed:. 
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fed.  There  did  belong  to  this  port^  befbf* 
kft  war,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  vcffels} 
but  they  do  not  now  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty,  though  they  have  been  ever 
fince  increafing.  Such  are  the  fruits  they 
reap  from  their  wars  with  England.^ 

The  wool  exported  here  may  be  about 
6000  bags  per  annum^  of  50  lb.  each,  at 
about  three  reals  per  lb.  But  this  export 
trade  ife  now  gradually  moving  to  St.  Ander, 
by  order  of  the  court,  ^nd  is  probably  in 
eonfequence  of  the  jealoufy  with  which 
government  begins  to  view  the  liberties  aad 
privileges  of  thefe  provinces,  as  they  begin 
to  fhew  fymptoms  of  profperity.  Some 
are  gaining  confiderably  here  by  our  Ame- 
ricans, and  they  feem  to  get  more  of  their 
ready  money  than  the  French* 

Thefe  northern  Spaniards,  ever  aftive^ 
liardy,  generous,  and  free,  have  always 
been  the  beft  foldiers  and  failors  of  the 
peninfula.  Their  government  is  of  the 
mixed  kind,  like  all  thofe  where  there  is 
any  freedom  left,  and  where  each  clafs  haiL 
f  fomc 
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ibine  Influence ;  but  here,  the  nobles  and 
the  church  have,  as  ufual,  been  gaining 
more  thaui  their  due  fhare,  particularly  the 
latter;  and  I  believe  one  of  the  greateft 
obftruAions  in  thefe  provinces,  to  the  pro- 
grefs  and  profperity  which  might  have  been 
cxpefled  from  their  degree  of  political  free- 
dom, has  been  their  religion,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  their  clergy,  which  is  too  great^ 
and  often  tyrannically  exerted.  It  is  feen 
in  their  jealoufy  of  ftrangers,  arifing  from 
an  cxceffive  dread  of  whatever  might  en- 
,  danger  the  purity  of  the  faith,  or  diminifli 
their  own  power.  Indeed,  throughout  Spain^ 
there  is  nothing  of  importance  can  be  done, 
but  the  church  muft  have  a  hand  in  it.  I 
find,  even  here,  that  the  clergy  are  ad- 
mitted to  their  council  of  commerce,  which 
might  be  a  very  convenient  and  a  bene- 
ficial inftitution,  if  thefe  gentlemen  did 
not,  as  ufual,  take  the  lead,  and  obftru£t 
its  beft  operations. 

The  Dutch,  French,  and  Germans,  now 
furnifli  Spain  and  Portugal  with  a  number 
of  articles  of  trade  that  ufed  to  be  fent  from 

England. 
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England.  May  not  this  partly -arire  irom  i 
kind  of  pride,  or  cJbmmercial  greatnefs  lit 
our  countrymen,  who,  difdainihg  the  fmall' 
profits,  and  the  buiinefs  of  I'etail,"  will  alF 
be  great  merchants  ?  •  Our  formerly  nume- 
rous and  induftrious  retailers  are  certainly 
diminifliingv  and  we  are  gradually  lofing 
the  foreign  fupply  of  many  sitticles;  JHrow- 
ever,  I  find  here  yet  one  .Englifh  ware- 
boufe,  with  a  tolerable  aflbrtmient  of  goods : 
but  it  is  foon  to  be  given  up,  though  almoft* 
the  laft  of  the  kind  remaining  in  Spain  r 
whereas,  there  ufed  to  be  one,  at  leaft,  in 
every  principal  town.  .  In  the  more  inland 
parts^  many  Englifh  things,  that  ufed  to  be 
common,  are  now  not  to  be  found.  Some 
knives  were  ihewn  me,  for  common  ufe,' 
at  2-*-  reals  per  dozen,  from  St.  Etienne  ea 
Forein.  Can  your  people  at  Birmingham, 
with  all  their  machinery,  furnifh  them  here 
fo  cheap  ? 

The  jealoufy,  I  had  almoft  fald  hatred, 
of  the  prefent  Spanifh  government  to  every 
tning  Engli(h,  appears  ftronger  every  day.^ 
All  the  efFefts  of  thi^  Bourbon  government,* 

which 
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^liich  were  fo  wifely  foirefeen  in  the  tinic 
bf  King  "William^  i^e  niay  expedt,  will 
gradually  take  place:  and  both  the  Spa-* 
hiards  arid  we  may  long  regret,  that  they 
iiad  riot  theft  fjpirit  and  union  fufficient 
to  chufe  21  king  of  their  own  nation,  and 
a  form  of  government  of  the  right  and 
ancient  models  with  fuch  improvements 
.,as  we  could  have  taught  them  to  intro- 
duce. Though  the  Spaniards  do  not  yet 
ijuite  tesidily  dbey^  and  innibibe  all  the 
Bourbon  policy  and  prejudices,  they  will 
in  time,  and  probably  muft  gradually  con- 
form ;  arid  theprogrefs  is  perceptible  enough 
in  our  own  memory* 

Sniugglirig  incteafes  lifere,  as  iiiuai,  with 
the  duties^  which  are  almoft  annually  aug- 
jhnentedj  on  Englifh  commodities.  It  might 
increafe  ftill  niorej  if  your  ufual  diligence 
in  the  retail,  and  the  enterprifmg  fpirit  of 
your  merchants,  were  not  confiderably 
Itbatedi  I  believe  this  government  will 
fucceed  in  excluding  all  the  moil  im- 
portant branches  of  your  trade  from  this 
feountry  and  its  colonies  j    and  the  more 

Vol,  II4  D  readily, 
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readily,  as  you  feem  to  favour  and  affiff 
them  in  it,  by  the  falfe  policy  of  compIai& 
ance  promoted  by  M  r.  Grenville  j  a  policy 
which  will  generally  be  more  unfuccefsful 
with  this  nation  than  with  almofl  any  other, 
in  obtaining  any  commercial  or  political  ad- 
vantages in  return.  This  government  may 
fucceed  ftill  better  by  the  effedts  of  a  war : 
having  once,  by  that  means,  fliut  out  yout 

.  trade,  they  will  more  eafily  keep  it  out :  and 
this  may  be  one  of  the  objects  they  have  in 

.    view  by  taking  a  part  in  this  conteft. 

In  fhort,  if  you  are  politically  wife,  you 
will  fet  this  government  down  as  your  na- 
tural and  irreconcilable  enemy,  and  pre- 
pare to  make  the  moft  of  that  ftate  of 
things  which  you  cannot  alter.  Arid 
if  you  are  commercially  wife,  you  will 
(inuggle  all  you  can  into  their  country  and 
colonies.  By  thefe  means,  you  will  gain, 
or  rather  retain,  the  people,  who  are  fond 
of  all  trade  with  the  Englifli,  and  you  may 
always  defy  their  government. 

Another 
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Another  good  thing  beyond  what  we  ex^ 
jpe(f):ed  to  find  in  this  country  is,  at  Panx-* 
jplona,  a  very  tolerable  police  in  the  provi-^ 
lion  and  management  of  their  poof;  one 
bf  the  moft  diflScult  psfrts  ^  5f  public  oeco- 
nomyi  They  receive  and  provide  for  ail 
that  come^  for  a  certain  time,  and,  I  be-^ 
lievcj  aflift  them  in  their  way  to  their  re*- 
ijpeclive  homes.  If  they  could  employ 
them^  and  extend  this  kitid  of  eflablifh- 
ment  throughout  the  country,  it  might  be 
of  great  fervice  to  the  nation.  This  is 
originally,  I  believe,  promoted  by  the 
clergy,  who  are  generally  very  charitable  ill 
Spain.  Though  the  plan  partakes  of  the 
ufual  defeats,  and  of  thofe  incident  to  their 
order,  v*re  muft  not  condemn  the  wholfe 
becaufe  fome  parts  of  it  aire  imperfedt. 
Their  principal  motive  being  the  love  of 
God,  the  gdod  of  the  country,  or  the  ad- 
Vantage  of  the  pool*  people  themfelves,  ait 
Hot  fuflSciently  confidered.  But  thefe  de*- 
fe£ks  are  found  to  attend  this  branch  df 
police  in  almoft  all  countries^  except^  per^ 
haps,  in  Holland.  It  is  faid,  the  Dutch 
have  fucceeded  the  beft,  in  the  moii  eiTen- 
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tial  points  of  this  branch,  viz.  by  findings 
employment  for  their  poor,  and  in  making 
them  work* 

To  fupply  the  wants  of  men,  by  any 
means  independent  of  their  own  labour, 
is  doing  them,  and  the  public,  more  harm 
than  good,  and  will  be  only  giving  a  pre^ 
mium  to  promote  poverty  as  a  profefiion. 
When  fufficicnt  employment  for  all  the 
members,  does  not  arife  out  of  the  nature 
of  the'  fociety,  from  the  intereft  of  indivi- 
duals, we  may  doubt  if  any  public  manage-^ 
merit  can,  in  any  other  if^ay,  fupply  the 
deficiency.  Whatever  fyftem,  or  nxpde  of 
fupply,  is  adopted,  to  find  proper  people 
who  will  be  willing  and  able  to  apply  fuf* 
ficiently  to  the  adminiftration,  or  defcend 
to  manage  the  private  interefts  of  people 
better  than  themfelves,  will  flill  be  difficult 
or  imprad:icable  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  fo- 
ciety. It  will  probably  be  always  an  objed, 
^ther  fo  fmall  as  to  fall  under  the  direction 
of  men  too  mean  and  interefted ;  or  it  jvill  be 
too  great,  and  too  troublefome,  to  be  well 
adminiftered  by  any  men. 

To 
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To  affift  the  poor  with  any  good  efFe<a, 
it  muft  probably  be  done  at  their  owi^ 
bofnes  (while  they  can  have  any  home), 
In  fupport  of  the  doi|ieilic  or  natural  ftate 
of  fociety.  The  bringing  them  from 
thence  can  feldom  anfwer  any  good  pur-* 
pofe#  They  can  then  only  be  forme4 
into  communities  unnatural,  ina<^ive,  and 
burdenfome  ^  to  the  public.  Such  forced 
focieties  &ould  never  be  attempted,  till  the 
natural  are  clearly  proved  to  be  iAfufEcient 
for  the  purpofe  in  hand,  which  is  feldom 
the  cafe.  When  forced  to  adopt  them,  for 
the  purpofes  of  war,  education,  or  charityj^ 
we  fee  their  deficiencies,  and  they  often 
fail  in  anfwering  the  ends  propofed.  The 
Romans,  for  the  purpofes,  at  once,  of  fe- 
curing  conquefts,  defence,  and  cultivation, 
planted  military  colonies,  v^ifely  joining 
the  natural  with  the  ipiUtary  ftat^  of  fp^ 
piety. 

/I  had  the  pleafure,  at  Bilbao,  of  meeU 
ing  with  honeft  old  Bowles,  who  has  writ-? 
ten  a  fliort  natural  hiftory  of  Spain,  A 
plain  f^nfible  man  of  fcience;  9  rar?  things 
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You  will  fee  his  book,  which  may  not  In^ 
t€reft  you  much  in  England,  but  may  be 
an  amufing  companion  in  this  country.     I 
/  was  forry  to  difcover  that  he  has  never  been 
fo  happy  here  as  he  was  given  to  hope* 
Like  moft  ftrangers  who  engage  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  this  nation,  he .  is  forry  for  having 
dedicated  his  time  to  the  vain  attempt  of 
being  ufeful  to  it.     The  rudeft  nations  are 
always    the  moft    jealous    of  foreigners. 
The   civilization  of  a  people  is  not  impro* 
perly  eftimated  by  the  manner  in  which 
ftrangers  are  ufually  received  find  treated 
among  th?m,, 

I  cannot  quit  thefe  Bafcongada  provinces 
without  mentioning  their  roads,  which 
they  have  executed  nobly  and  oeconomir 
cally,  and  in  which '  the  Spanifh  govern- 
ment has,  fortunately  for  them,  had  no- 
thing to  4o«  The  carrying  roads  zig-zag 
over  fome  of  their  fteep  mountains,  as  at 
Sierra  de  Orduria,  are  really  great  and  ftu- 
pendous  works,  at  once  ufeful  and  magnir 
ficent;  while  Spain  fupinely  looks  on,  as 
if  aihamed  to  be  outdone,  or  too  prou4 

.to 
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to  imitate  their  example.  For  thefe  twenty 
or  thirty  years  paft,  the  wife  counfels  of 
Madrid  have  been  planning  and  making 
roads,  and  are  only  fiill  at  the  beginning 
of  the  buiinefs,  having  executed  only  a  few 
leagues  near  the  capital,  and  at  the  principal 
fea-ports.  They  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
take  up  the  road  from  thefe  frontiers,  and 
carry  it  on,  at  leaft,  to  Burgt)8,  as  they  prci- 
pofed  and  promifed* 


P^ 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    V. 

^omtains.  Cannon.  $t.  Andtr.  Ships^ 
JFoundery.  Military*  Afiurias.  Ijberty. 
with  Security.  Monopolies.  Govern-^: 
menL 

WE  now  gQ  on  towards  Galicia,  fol- 
lowing along  the  coall  this  courfe 
pf  mountains.  You  nniay  conceive  it  a  conr 
finuation  of  the  Pyrenees,  terminating  in 
Cape  Finifterre,  ,and  forming  one  pjithe 
great  pieces  of  the  charpepte,  or  Ikeleton^ 
of  this  peninfula,  which  is  comppfed  of  a^ 
few  of  thefe  curioufly  connected  ranges  of 
niountains,  and  a  few  large  plains  between 
them.  This  range  feems  like  a  great  wall, 
or  mole  of  mountains  thrown  together,  in 
a  manner  as  if  intended  to  keep  the  fea  out 
of  the  great  plain  of  Old  Caftile,  behind  it. 
It  feems  now  to  fepairate  -comfort,  induftry, 
and  a<Stivity,  from  floth,  dirt,  and  poverty. 

The 
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1'he  countries  it  comprehends  are  Navarre, 
the  three  Bafcongada  provinces,  Mons  Ef- 
pinofa,  Aiiluria^,  and  Galicia.  It  theq. 
turns  to  the  fpifth  to  form  and  cut  off  fox-f 
tugal. 

But  before  v^re  proceed,  %  muft  try  to  re^ 
OoUedt  fome  particulars*  In  Bifcaya,  I  met 
with  Anciola,  who  made  the  hammered 
iron  cannon.  He  feems  to  think,  he  has 
now  conquered  all  the  difficulties,  and  that 
it  wpuld  be  eafipr,  on  another  trial,  to  fuc-^ 
ceed  yet  better.  He  has  made  a  3  pounder 
of  3  quintals  weight,— -an  8  pounder  of 
B  ditto, — ^a  34  pounder  pf  39  ditto, — and  a 
32  pounder  of  52  ditto.  He  fays,  they, 
can  nQW  be  made  to  (land  all  forts  of  proo£ 
But  we  mull  yet  doubt  the  ppflibility  of 
their  being  made  all  equally  to  be  depended 
on,  or  of  each  being  equally  fo  throughout, 
till  they  have  much  more  experience  of 
them.  Doubtlefs  both  the  metals  now  in 
ufe,  caft  irpn  and  gun  metal,  are  defedHve 
for  the  purpofes  of  artillery,  while  thofe  of 
the  one  kind  often  burft,  and  the  othera 
^ek  J  yetj  I  fear,  it  will  be  long  before  we 

find 


^  LETTERS    FROM   SPAIN. 

'  find  a  metal  without  one  or  other  of  thofe 
defe£ts» 

I  am  here  farther  fortified  in  my  prepof* 
feffion  in  favour  of  mountaineers,  v  From 
the  Mons  Efpinofa  are  generally  chofen 
the  guards  for  the  king's  p^rfon^  and  for 
feveral  other  moft  confidential  fervicest 
The  Afturian  fervants  are  everywhere 
preferred  for  the  fame  qualities  of  bonoiir 
and  fidelity^. 

St.  Ander  and  the  Cavada  form  a  very 
fpaciouS)  noble  port,  and  might  be  much 
improved.  But  its  being  rather  eafily 
^attacked,  may  have  occafioned  this  over- 
cautious government  to  negle£t  it,  and  the 
important  ufes  that  might  be  made  of  it. 
It  was  here  that  Monf.  Gautier,  their  new 
French  builder,  conftruded  his  firft  ihips* 
I  am  told,  by  judges,  that  they  are  too 
crank  and  fine,  and  do  not  carry  their 
lower  guns  high  enough  out  of  the  water. 
Though  he  has  fmce  built  fome  very  good 
fliips,  moft  of  their  marine  corps,  I  find^ 
do  AiU  think  th^t  noae  of  hi$  are  equal  ta 

fomc 
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fame  that  were  built  by  their  Englifh  build-^ 
ers,  as  by  Qbriant,  and  otl^ers,  But 
Monf.  <j.  has  been  the  means  of  get- 
iiig  all  thofe  Englifhmjeii  displaced,  on 
penfions,  and  is.  introdiicing  the  French 
x^ethods  anfl  ^(kblifhrnei^ts^ 

The  Spaniards  had  better,  perhaps,  have 
*  improved  upon  their  old  conftr^dion,  thaa 
adopt  fo  much  of  a  new  one.  A  certain 
magnificent  greatnefs  in  the  fize  and  ftrengtlj 
of  their  (hips  was  probably  better  fuited  to 
their  pride  and  obftinacy.  It  \s  not  likely 
tjiat  their  chajradters  can  ever  be  fo  changed,^ 
as  to  render  them  a6t|ve  and  ready  in 
working  their  fliips,  like  the  French  and 
Englifh.  Certain  points  of  national  cha- 
r^fter^  >vhich  cannot  be  readily  changed, 
ijiould  rather  bp  indulged  and  turned  to 
account.  A  vvife  reformer  will  attend  tp 
the  difpofition  of  the  people,  and  011  that 
louiidatipn  build  his  fyftem; 

TTheir  cannon  foundery  at  the  Cayada, 
\&  lately  on  the  decline,  lince  it  has  beea, 
\2nder  the  pianagement  of'  fonie  Germans 

fcnt 
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fent  them  by  France.  Their  guns  have 
generally  failed,  which  brought  them  to 
deal  with  our  Carron  company,  with  whom, 
however,  they  foon  began  to  be  diilatisiied. 
Their  proof  is  too  kvcrc.  ^-^Over^cau/itm 
again.  In  provihg  their  guns,  they  fix 
the  breech  in  a  rock,  to  prevent  the  recoil, 
by  which  peculiar  drains  and  vibrations  are 
probably  given  to  parts  of  the  piece,  that 
never  take  place  on  aAual  fervice.  Bowles 
fays,  that  the  moft  material  defeat  of  their 
prefent  foundery,  is  the  want  of  the  ufual 
mixture  of  their  different  ores:  they  ufed 
to  mix  one-third  of  Somoroftro,  their  fa- 
mous mine  for  foft  iron,  which,  it  feemsr, 
^s  now  neglected. 

Among  contending  opinions,  in  military 
as  well  as  other  matters,  we  cannot  exped 
the  heft  always  to  prevail :  but  where  we 
fee  the  worft  frequently  adopted,  to  trace 
the  caufe  we  muft  look  upwards:  ancj 
we  muft  not  be  furprifed  to  find  great 
deficiencies,  in  a  nation  fo  fituated  and 
circumftanced  j  efpecially  when  it  is 
confidered  how    much   is  now  expeded 

frpn\ 
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Irom  men  in  the  higher  military  ftations, 
lince  the  late  advances  in  fcience,  and  in 
all  the  arts  relating  to  war,  in  which 
their  nation,  now  fo  depreifed  and  feparat* 
ed  from  the  reft  of  Europe,  muft  be  left 
behind. 

Without  a  head  equal  to  judge  and  em- 
ploy the  different  merits  and  talents  of  the 
fubordinate  members,  however  great  thofe 
merits  may  be,  their  beft  effeds  will  be  loft. 
Perhaps  there  is  only  one  effedual  way  of 
doing  this,  that  which  the  King  of  PrufSa 
has  taken,  by  making  himfelf  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  every  thing, — with 
the  duty  of  every  rank  and  employ, — with  * 
the  leading  rules  of  every  kind  of  work, 
trade,  or  profeffion, — and  with  the  perfbnal 
merits  and  character  of  all  his  officers :  all- 
which  he  accompliflies  in  the  moft  dire<9: 
and  mafterly  way,  not  through  the  ufual 
road  of  dulnefs,  called  application. 

We   now  proceed  on  our  difficult  but 
4elightful  journey,  often  along  the  ftxore,- 
by  narrow  paths,  on  dreadful  precipices, 

with 
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•with  the  additional  horror  of  having  thole 
places  pointed  out  to  us,  where  men  and 
miiids,  &c.  have  fallen  down,  and  have 
been  daflied  to  pieces  before  they  reached 
the  dtftant  ocean  beneath. 

Thefe  Afturias  prefent  us  with  new  and 
noble  fcenes  and  profpefts,  in  a  ftyle  of* 
beauty  again  difFei*ent  from  the  Bifcayan— i- 
Inountains  more  fteep,  fublime,  and  mag^* 
nificent ;  more  frequently  cut  with  little 
Jrapid  rivers,  and  narro^^  vales,  ovet-hung 
with  rOdks  atid  Woods.  The  mind  is  in- 
terefted  and  elevated,  and  in  moving  along, 
anxioufly  purfues,  with  alternate  hopes  and 
fears,  the  changing  fcenery  —  the  coaft 
interfered  with  little  bays  and  mouths  df 
rivers,  and  ftudded  with  rocky  promoii*- 
tories;  falmon  fifheries,  fcattered  villages, 
romantically  fituated,  though  few  and  poor^ 
diverfify  the  profpeds. 

Great'  variety  of  flrata,  marbles,  and 
ores,  appear  in  the  precipices^  There! 
mud  be  mines  worth  working  here.  The 
people  are  ftrong  and  ruftic,  though  not  fo 

numerous^ 


\ 
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numerous,  nor  fo  induftrious,  as  the  Bif- 
cayan, — vifibly  a  different  race,  with  more 
pride  and  indolence.  I  could  here  conceive 
a  ftrong  refemblance  to  the  old  Roman 
faces.  The  caufe  may  be  traced  in  their 
hiftory. 

» 

Several  of  thefe  bays  and  rivers  might 
be  made  tolerable  fea-ports,  with  little 
labour ;  and  probably,  fome  manufadlures 
of  the  Ampler  kinds  of  induftry  might  be 
introduced  here  with  advantage.  Thefe 
are,  perhaps,  now  the  only  provinces 
in  Spain  that  are  capable  of  it  ;  the 
reft  have  exceeded  that  period;  money 
having  become  among  them  too  cheap 
or  plenty.  So  that,  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things,  Spain  cannot  elfewhere  force 
any  manufafliure  that  will  be  capable 
of  contending  with  foreign  induftry,  by 
which  fhe  will  be  underfold  in  foreign 
markets,  and  thereby  the  chief  motive  and 
fupport  of  the  induftry  flie  is  trying  to  in- 
troduce, are  cut  off.  To  form  a  flourifh- 
ing  manufa<flory  requires  a  foreign  market. 
Home  confumption,  and  particularly  that 

•    of 
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,of  SpaiDj  will  be  infufficient  for  the  ptlf-a 

pofe. 

To  improve  a  country,  I  conceivd 
that  feme  degree  of  liberty  and  fecurity 
muft  be  firft  eftabliflied,  arid  then  in- 
duftry,  which  is  the  real  riches,  will  gra- 
dually,  of  itfelf,  follow  and  produce  its 
own  figns,  money,  ftockj  and  crediti 
Whereas  money,  or  any  other  df  thfe  (igns^ 
or  arbitrary  meafure  of  riches,  poured  into 
a  country  before  that  period,  will  Hot  pro- 
mote but  prevent  induftry^  and  tend  td 
impoverifh  the  people  by  diminiihing  their 
exertions.  When  they  awake^  and  dit 
cover  that  money  is  neither  food  nor  rai- 
ment, — that  they  have  been  led  to  miftake 
the  fign  for  the  fubftance,  and  have  been 
only  gathering  the  fallen  and  perifhable  fruity 
while  they  negleded  the  tree  that  produced 
it^ — ^it  is  then  too  late  to  contend  with  the 
eftablifhed  induftry  of  cheaper  countriesi 
From  thofe  they  will  continue  to  be  fup- 
plied  for  their  money,  as  long  as  they 
'  haye  it,  '  Their  cuftoms,  manners,  and 
habits  of  life,  will  then  be  fqrmed  on  this 
'3   '  arrange-* 
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arrangement.  We  know  that  men,  in 
general^  will  work  only  fo  far  as  they  are 
forced  to  it  by  neeeffity,  and  the  people  of 
this  tiation  will  be  forced  to  it  at  leaft  as 
late  as  any  others.  But  during  all  this 
time  the  arts  vanifti,  and  the  country  is 
depopulated.  Thus  we  may  fancy  and 
trace  the  decline  of  Spain, 

In  thefe  provinces,  however^  where 
iwoney  ia  not  fecn  to  be  fo  plentiful,  and 
materials  may  be  had,  a  fpirit  of  induftry 
might  be  railed  by  thofe  who  under- 
ftand  the  principles  and  the  nature  of 
it,  but  not  by  monopolies,  prohibitions, 
or  vexclufive  privileges ;  nor  by  royal 
manufadtories,  on  great  and  expend ve  plans 
at  firft,  where  jobs  and  fuperinten  dance 
generally  eat  up  all  the  profits :  yet  thefe 
are  the .  only  methods  hitherto  devifed  by 
this*  government  for  that  purpofe,  and 
being  fo  cotiformable  to  their  character  and 
defigns,  it  is  not  probable  they  can  foon 
advance  far  beyond  thofe  ideas  ip  arts  and 
policy.. 

Vol.  II.  E  This 


50  LETTERS   FROM  SPAtN.    * 

This  government  feems  not  to  know, 
that  the  proper  means  of  improvement  are 
wanting,  or  deficient  throughout  the  coun- 
try :  that  there  are  no  country  gentlemen, 
or  middle  ranks,  nor  fufficient  capitals  to 
undertake  or  affift  in  any  great  or  ufeful 
improvements.  The  great  proprietors  are 
detained  at  court.  Nor  do  they  know,  that 
fmall  2^nd  rude  beginnings  are  generally  the 
beft,  and  that  nature  has  deftined  every 
thing,  induftry,  invention,  legiflation, 
ftock,  credit,  &c.  to  go  through  a  progrefs 
and  gradation^^ 

But  where  pride  and  indolence  are  the 
inveterate  habits  of  both  government  and 
people,  and  the  higher  claffes  are  becoihe 
unfit  for  bufinefs,  there  can  be  but  little 
hopes  of  the  return  of  induftry,  or  of 
any  of  thofe  great  and  patriotic  exertions 
which,  under  their  ancient  conftitution, 
before  they  fell  a  vidim  to  defpotifm,  ani- 
mated and  enriched  the  nation,  and  through 
the  fucceffive  reigns  of  feVeral  princes, 
threatened  Europe  with  too  powerful  a  fu- 
periority. 

FuU 
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Full  of  thofe  romantic  ideas,  and  plan-p 
ning,  as  I  rodq  along,  various  fchemes  of 
improvement,  it  ftnjck  me  what  a  noble 
employmefit  it  would  be  for  a  prince  of 
Afturias  to  be  invefted  with  the  adual 
^miniftration  of  thefe  provinces,  which 
might,  at  the  fame  time,  promote,  the  hap- 
pinefs,of  thofe*people,  and  ferve  him  as  aa 
apprenticefhip  in  the  art  of  governing  a 
idngdom» 


E  2 
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LETTER     Vr. 

Rivadco^  Winds.  Provincial  CbaraBefs 
and  DijlinElions.  Galicia.  Government. 
Marine. 

TO  enter  Galicia,  we  crofs  at  Rivadeo, 
a  large  inlet  of  the  fea,  the  mouth  of 
a  river,  and  a  noble  fpacious  port.  It 
might  be  much  improved,  by  moving  fome 
fand-banks,  and  perhaps  by  moles  and  em- 
banking to  confine  the  ftream.  There 
was  once  an  idea  of  making  Rivadeo  a 
king's  port^  and  fome  doubts  whether 
Vigo,  Ferrol,  or  it,  would  anfwer  moft 
of  the  purpofes. 

Here  are  the  ruins  of  a  linen  manufac- 
tory :  feveral  having  been  lately  attempted 
in  this  province,  but  without  efFed,  by 
government,  on  their  ufual  impradlicable 
fcale  and  manner. 

We 
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We  waited  here  two  days,  literally,  for 
a   fair  wind   to   go  ofi   by  land.     Thefe 
mountainous  countries  are  frequently  tor- 
mented, as  they  ftyle  it,  with  high  winds, 
which  deftroy  their  little  crops,  and  throw 
down  mules,  travellers,  houfes,  trees,  &Cr 
I  belieive  mpft  of  thefe  high  cape  countries 
and  peninfulas  that  projedt  into  the  ocean, 
are  more  fubjedt  to  ftorms  than  the  inland 
plains.     They  here  probably  attrad  more, 
than  their  proportion  of   the  clouds  and 
rains,  fo  much  wanted  in  the  interior  parts 
of    this  kingdom.      The   northern    parts 
of  Spain  may  be  confidered  as  a  fine  cli- 
mate;  they  are  rather  fubjeft  to  rain,  and 
fome  ftorms,    but  the  atmofphere    being 
clear,  and  the   fair  weather  pleafant,  the 
-country  is  healthy. 

Though  there  are  fome  points  of  national 
character,  and  a  manner,  that  more  or  lefs 
run  through  all  the  different  inhabitants  of 
this  nation,  as  a  certain  appearance  of  gra- 
vity, and  fteady  equanimity  of  behaviour, 
even  when  they  are  moft  facetious ;  though 
a  lamcnefs  of  tafte,  amufements,  and  paf- 

E  3  fions. 


54  LETTERS    FROM   SPAIN. 

fions,  prevail  j  yet  there  are  obvionfly 
diftirift  races  of  people.  The  northern, 
the  middle  or  Caftilian,  and  the  fouthern 
provinces,  are  plainly  different .  chara<3:ers. 
Much  might  be  written  on  thefe  diftiiidtions, 
and  yet  not  be  very  ufeful  or  intelligible  to 
thofe  who  have  hot  feen  the  country.  The 
Catalan  is  probably  the  moft  induftrious 
arid  adive  of  the  whole,  but  paffipnate  and 
variable.  This  charader  of  paffion  and 
fenfiWlity,  arifing  from  a  kind  of  irritabi- 
lity of  the  mind  or  frame,  runs  throtigh  the 
fouthern  provinces,  and  feems  in  general, 
I  think,  to  follow  the  fun  throughout ,  the 
world.  Though  there  are  frequently  ftrong 
ihades  of  difference  in  charadlet  between 
neighbouring  nations  and  provinces  in 
the  fame  latitude,  as  in  this  nation  betweea 
the  Catalan,  Valencian,  Andalufianj  there 
is  likewife  more  refemblance  than  they 
themfelves  chufe  to  perceive  j  for,  like  mofl: 
neighbouring  countries,  they  only  fee  and 
dillike  each  other's  faults  and  differences. 

This  Galicia  is  again  a  different  kind  of 
country  from  thp  laft,  and  though  a  cou'* 

tinuation 
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tmuation  of  the  fame  range  of  mountains, 
thefe  are  of  a  different  fhape,  fqil,  and 
compofition,  and  inhabited  by  a  diftindt 
race  of  people.  Other  nations  are  divided 
into  provinces  arbitrarily,  but  Spain  is, 
fo  by  nature.  This  is  generally  effected 
by  fome  remarkable  rivers  or  niountains. 
Thefe  divifions  of  nature  have  been  former-^ 
ly  feparate  kingdoms,  and  more  populous 
than  at  prefent ;  though  air  accounts  of 
former  population  Ihpujd  be  received  with 
doubts  and  allowances. 

Thefe  Gallegos  feem  moftly  poor  and 
jagged,  are  rather  a  fmall  or  fhort.  race  of 
people,  and  have  a  .ftrong  refemblance  to 
the  peafantry  of  fome  of  the  French  pro- 
vinces* I  fancy  they  are  rendered  fhort 
and  thick  by  the  cuftom  of  carrying 
burdens  on  their  heads,  particularly  the 
women,  who  bear  very  heavy  loads  in 
.,th^t  manner,  and  often  carry  the  men 
acrpfs  the  rivers  on  their  heads  in  a 
bafket. 

E  4  You 
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You  know  this  province,  uniting  its 
forces  with  thofe  pf  Prince  Henry  of  Bur-  . 
gundy,  conquered  Portugal  from  the 
Moors.  There  is  ftill  a  great  refemblance 
between  the.  Portuguefe  and  thefe  people 
in  figure,  manners,  names,  and  language. 

They  are  tolerably  induftrious,  or  rather 
laborious,  but  without  much  fpirit  or  fkill 
in  their  induftry*  The  country  is  rather 
populous,  and  moft  of  their  mountains  are^ 
in  fome  degree  of  cultivation.  They  root  and 
cut  up  the  fufze  and  bruftiwopd  with  a  hoe, 
an  implement  which  they  y  fe  much,  and  with 
foriie  dexterity,  though  it  is  not  fo  good  as 
that  ufed  in  Bifcaya.  They  then  plow  the 
land  thus  cleared,  with  a  couple  of  fmall, 
poor  oxen,  or  cows,  and  a  miferable  little 
plough  that  cofts  four  or  five  .  fhillings. 
Though  laborious,  their  poverty  pbftru(3:s 
their  improvements.  They  labour  much 
to  produce  a  little  rye  on  grounds  that 
would  give  them  better  things,  as  pota- 
toes, and  grafTes  for  their  poor  flarvc4 
cattle.  In  fome  of  their  lower  lands,  they 
l^reed  a  tolerable  race,  of  which  they  fen4 

many 
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many  into  Spain.  They  have  there,  for 
winter  food,  fome  good  turnips.  From 
their  good  lands  they  get  three  crops  in 
two  years,  rye,  Indian  corn,  and  turnips ; 
but  thefc  are  poor,  and  wear  out  the  foil, 
as  neither  fallows,  manure,  nor  fuflScient 
tillings  iare  ufed.  In  fome  places,  they 
turn  water  on  the  declivities  for  grafs,  but 
with  little  fkill  or  oeconomy;  drowning 
one  acre  with  water  that  would  ferve  ten* 
This  prpduces  a.  coarfc  rank  grafs,  like 
rufhest 

.  We  Engliflimen,  my  good  friend,  muft 
vifit  poor  countries  in  order  to  know  how 
little;  food  will  fujfEce  for  either  the  human 
or  brute  creation  to  fupport  mere  exiftence# 
That  they  fhould  Kerelofe  numbers  of  their 
cattle  from  want,  is  not  fo  furprifing,  as  that 
fo  many  fhould  furvive  the  winter,  with 
fuch  fcfinty  prbvifi0nfor  them.  But  I  mean  ' 
not  to  be  diifufe,  or  deal  in  particulars. 
It  is  only  general  conclufioos  I  wifh  to 
give  you, 

popuU^ 
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f^opuIatioQ  is  certainly  not  the  only  cri- 
terion of  the  riches  or  flxength  of  a  coun- 
try. The  charadler  and  qualities  of  the  in*^ 
habitants  are  furely  qf  importance,  as  well 
as  their  numbers.  What  would  be  the 
TAfe,  for  example,  of  the  higheft  popula- 
tion, if  half  were  beggars?  If  the  idle 
ihould  amount  to  iuch  a  number  as 
to  require  moft  of  the  furplus  labour  of 
thofe  who  work,  what  xevejaue  would 
be  coUeded  for  the  ftate  ?  Yet  this 
feems  nearly  the  cafe  in  fome  parts  of 
Spain ;  and  hence  the  difficulty  of  levying 
toy  taxes  on  the  land,  or  its  produce* 
J^ojhi.n^  but  the  rapacity  of  the  Catholic 
church,  and  the  great  influence  of  their 
clergy  over  the  minds  of  this  fuperftitious 
people,  could  ^^ke  the  tithes  and  religious 
.contributions  fo  produdive  as  they  are 
found  to  b6  in  Sp^im 

Oalicia  however,  though  poor,  is  of 
^eat  importance  to  Spain,  particularly  in 
two  chief  articles  of  export,  cattle  and  people* 
The  laft  annually  emigrate  in  greatiuimbers 
to  Spain  and  Portugal,  where  they  become 
^  exceed* 
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exceedingly  ufeful  ia  agrkulmjc^  and 
a  variety  dF  menial  fervices,  which  th^ 
pooxeft  ragged  natives  of  thofe  countries  ar^ 
too  proud  and  indolent  to  perfbraj.  Forty 
or  fifty  thoufand  of  thefe  Gallegos  are  comr 
puted  to  be  thus  employed.  Some  of 
them  retuicn  wi|^  a  little  .woney ;  and  what 
does  aot  go  to  the  church,  is  hoarded,  and 
often  buried.  They  cannot  bring  them- 
felves  to  part  with  any  of  it,  even  for 
the  certain  profit  of  improving  their  own 
lands,  and  increafing  their  income.  Thi^, 
and  fome  other  unnatural  habits  of  ava4ce, 
fufficiently  fhew  that  they  are,  and  have 
long  been,  opprefledy  probably  by  both 
church  and  ftate. 

The  conftant  export  or  emigration  of 
their  people  may  be  one  caufe  of  their 
population,  and  of  the  fecundity  of  their 
•women,  who  are  not  afraid,  as  elfewhere, 
pi  having  children.  But  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  make  fome  Spaniards  conpiprehend 
that  the  export  of  any  thing, could  poffibly 
increafe  its  produce. 

There 
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There  has  been  too  great  and  too  fudden 
an  influx  of  money  here  alfo,  from  various 
fources,  as  well  from  the  colonies,  in  com- 
mon with  the  reft  of  the  nation,  as  from 
the  kiAg's  works  at  Ferrol  and  Coruna,  and 
from  having  opened  thefe  ports  to  the  Ha- 
vannah  and  Buenos  Ayres.  They  novsr 
want  to  introduce  manufa<£^ures,  when  it 
is  too  late  and  impracticable.  This  influx 
feems  to  impede  inftead  of  promoting 
agriculture.  Befides,  the  produce  here 
feems  to  be  limited  by  the  nature  of  the 
{oUy  and  by  the  character  of  the  people^ 
ts^nd  does  not,  as  in  moft  other  countries^ 
increafe  with  the  demand.  From  former 
plenty,  there  is  now  a  fcarcity  of  every 
thing  but  money. 


Many  of  the  effeds  of  bad  govern- 
ment can  hardly  be  forefeen,  nor  be 
eafily  accounted  for  when  they  happen. 
In  the  diflance  of  a  few  leagues,  I  found 
the  price  of  labour  nearly  doubled* 
About  Mondonedo,    four  reals  pet  day, 

and 
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and  about  Ferrol,  feven  and  «ight  reals# 
There  are  fimilar  changes  in  the  prices  of 
'  provifione,  and  efpecially  of  corn,  in  fmall 
diftances,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time.  The 
variations  within  the  year  are  feldom  lefs 
than  double,  or  two  to  one,  and  often 
more,  in  fpite  of  their  ta/as^  or  afiizee,  and 
all  their  arbitrary  laws  and  regulations  to 
fix  thofe  prices. 

Thefe  are  fubjeds  not  undeferving 
your  ftudy  and  obfervation.  You  will 
probably  find,  that  this  government  is 
not  conftituted  fo  as  to  difcover,  or  fuf- 
ficiently  to  care,  how  things  are  con- 
neQed  in  this  world,  as  in  a  chain* 
They  ignorantly  detach  an  indeterminate 
number  of  the  links,  and  are  furprifed  to 
find  themfelves  in  an  error  when  they  come 
to  the  refult.  Indeed,  thofe  fecret  con- 
nections are  not  yet  well  underftood  by 
any  of  us.  We  often  fee  that  the  pretended 
and  meddling  encouragements  of  govern- 
ment, even  ipn  our  own  fuppofed  good 
principles,    do    more   barm    than    good. 

They 
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They  little  know  or  fufpeft  hercj  for  ex- 

ample,  that  they  cannot  probably  have 
even  a  good  pair  of  fhees  made  in  their 
country,  without  changing  its  government 
and  religion. 

Of  Ferrol,  and  their  marine  department, 
i  can  fay  but  little.  We  cannot  examine 
nbr  inquire  into  thefe  particulars,  without 
giving  umbrage.  The  natural  curiofity  o£ 
a  traveller  in  this  country,  is  often  cruflied 
in  its  infancy  by  a  degree  of  jealoufy  m 
the  government,  hot  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  nation  in  feurope.  If  you  fhould 
be  more  fbrtunate,  and,  by  proper  recom.- 
mendations,  procure  accefs  To  fee  and  in* 
quire,  you  will  then  difcover  that  the  fol- 
lowing obfervatiotis  ar6  founded. 

In  their  public  work^  as  well  as  mea*- 
fiires,  they  follow  daily,  more  and  more, 
the  counfek  of  theit  new  friends  the 
French,  whofe  abfurdities,  as  ufual,  they 
heighten  in  theit  imitations.  Moft  of  tbe 
*  great  public  Works  in  Spain  have  been,  anil 

.     will 
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Will  probably  continue  to  be,  fubjeA  to  gteat 
changes  and  variations.  The  natural  uncer- ' 
tainty  of  engineering,  and  the  diverfitjr  of 
opinions  among  difierent  and  fucxeeding 
engineers,  will  probably  coft  this  country 
f lilly  as  much  as  it  has  done  moil:  other 
nations. 

Spain  will  hate  every  thing  too  great, 
ind  can  therefore  finifli  nothing;  her 
wbi-ks,  her  defenciej^  thus  remain  more 
imperfect,  and  fhe  is  lefs  fecure  than  if  ^ 
mediocrity  had  been  obferved,  better  fiiited 
to  her  fituation,  funds,  and  abilities. 

I 

trom  what  we  can  learn  of  het  late 
marine  regulations,  fome  of  them  feem 
foon  to  threaten  the  extinftion  of  all 
good  fhip-builders  and  fea-oflScers*  Thft 
firft  are  all  to.  be  land  engineers,  a  la  Fran^ 
'foife^  formed  by  theory,  without  pradice, 
and  without  ever  handling  a  tool :  fo  that 
they  muft  probably  have  their  education  in 
France.  The  fea-officers  are  alfo  to  be 
formed  chiefly  by  an  education  on  ihore. 

The 
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The  prefent  Guardias  Msurinas  (mi(I(hi{H 
men)  are  moftly  young  men,  full  grown, 
who  h^ve  never  been  at  fea :  and  the  few 
who  have  lately  been  fent  thither,  have 
kept  their  beds  moft  part  of  the  voyage. 
Of  the  three  parts  of  a  fea  education, 
they  have  a  chance  of  getting  a  part  of 
one.  Thofe  three  parts,  I  confider  to  b*e, 
firft,  The  fea  habits',  and  gaiping  a  tafte 
for  the  profeilion,  which  can  only  be  fe- 
cured  by  going  early «.  to  fea ;  fecond,  the 
practical  knowledge  and  abilities;  and 
third,  the  theory,  of  which  laft  they  may 
here  gain  a  portion.  Few,  however,  at 
any  fchool,  advance  far  in  fludies  that  are 
merely  fpeculative,  and  when  they  do, 
they  are  but  little  advanced  in  their  pro- 
feilion. In  our  way  of  formation  to  a 
fea  life,  if  we  mifs  one  thing,  we  may 
gain  another,  and  feldom  entirely  fail  ia 
the  two  firft  and  mofl:  eflential  parts  of  a 
fea  education. 

» 
Perhaps  we  ought  fo  far  to  condefcend 

to  follow  our  neighbours,  as  to  put  a  little 

more 
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kiore  theory  in  our  fea  education.  A  good 
ichoolmafter  on  board  of  each  fliip  of 
War,  feems  to  be  one  of  the  few  eflentiak 
that  requires  to  be  piore  .attended  to.  And 
perhaps,  too,  our  fea- officers  (who  are  not 
yet  fufficiently  military)  fliould  command 
the  marines.  Thefe  two  regulations  would 
tend  to  improve  and  increafe  three  valuable 
fets  of  people,  of  fmgular  importance  to 
us,  viz.  fca-ofiicersj  fchoolmafters^  and 
marines.  , 

They  have  had  here,  for  feveral  years; 
fome  good  Englifh  inftruments,  to  take  the 
rongrtude  of  thefe  capes,  .&c.  procured  by 
^George  Juan ;  but  they  have  not  been  able 
to  fix  of  ufe  them.  They  Ihewed  us, 
with  Tome  oftentation,  a  man  who  had 
been  able,  without  teaching,  to  dean  fome 
of  thetri.  I  faw,  tfie  other  day,  thirty-fi:; 
oxen  employed  iii  drawing  an  eighteen- 
pounder  gun.  You  may  guefs  from  thence 
the  miferable  breed  of  cattle  here.     - 
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Of  travel  iind  French  Opihions.  Spafitjh 
-Dependence  and  Decline.  RefleSlhns^ 
Dr.  R .     Truth.     Books. 

THOSE  whd  wifh  to  know  Spain  atid 
Spaniards,  mufi  firft  refide  among 
them,  tb  learti  the  Unguage ;  then  tra- 
irerfe  the  country,  and  make  fome  ftay  at 
different  pliaces,  which  tnay  be  markfed  out. 
It  will  Require  full  as  miich  pains  and  fa- 
tigue to  know  it  well,  as  many  better  coun- 
tries* Yoti  muft  be  prepared  to  put  up 
Ivith  many  inconveniences,  with  dirt, 
want,  vermin,  &c.  but  you  have  heard 
enough  of  thofe  things,  which  are  fomc-^ 
times  exaggerated  by  our  pampered  coun- 
trymetl,  and  you  are  probably  provided 
againft  the  worft*  Without  the  language, 
you  can  expe£t  but  little  knowledge  of  this 
people,  and  lefs  fatisfadion.  Their  con* 
verfation  will  be  the  brfl  part  of  your  en- 
Id  tertainmentj^ 
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tertainmenti  iand  is  far  beyond  what  you 
might  exped  from  a  pedple  i0  fecluded  and 
tircumflailced  as  they  are* 

Do  not  always  believe  thfe  FreiltH  wheA 
they  talk  of  Spain  br  Spaniards;  They 
jgenerally  diflike  and  mifreprefeht  them. 
They  feem  wilfully  to  mifunderftand  the 
meaning  and  tharadler  of  this  nation,  and 
liave  no  taft6  for  their  cxcjuifite  wit  and 
humoUi',  not  for  their  miific,  their  mirth^ 
br  for  their  noble  and  beautiful  language^ 
kll  far  fuperior  to  their  own.  Indeed,  the 
French  never  arrive  at  fpeaking  theSpahiihi 
fb  as  to  haire  or  give  aiiy  idea  of  its  tr^e 
jgrace  and  energy* 

This  Tenfible  pebple  mtifl;  furcly  have 
made  greater  advances  in  the  common  im-- 
jprdVemeiits  that  lately  furround  them,  and 
inuft  have  more  nearly  kept  pace  with  the 
reft  of  Europe^  and  particularly  with  Frailce^ 
fmce  their  clofe  connexion  with  that  na- 
tion, if  there  had  not  beeii  fonle  political 
br  Bourbon  foUl  play^  employed  to  prevent 
It:  a   proceeding  fbilinded,   perhaps,    oa 

F  a  that 
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that  falfe  policy  of  keeping  them  mord 
dependent  on  Ftanc?.  The  dependence  of 
poverty  and  ignorance,  however  flatter- 
ing to  national  vanity^i  can  never  be 
equally-  fatisfadory,  or  beneficial,  with  the 
frieadfhip  of  a  rich,  induftrious,  and  well- 
informed  nation* 

Bcfide^,  thofe  very  means,  this  confined 
and  infidious  policy,  by  which  they  fancy 
the  connection  is  fecured,  may  be  the  very 
caufe  of  breaking  it  Any  fubordinatiou 
between  nations,  or  feparate  focieties  (which 
can  fo  felclom  be  juft  to  each  other),  cannot 
long  be  borne  by  the  inferior,  nor  ever  be 
lafting  or  fecure.  Even  adual  force  can- 
not always  fecure  lU  There  would  be  a 
degree  of  wifdom  in  fbme  certain  ftrokes  of 
political  generofity  and  jiiftice,  which  might 
hsire  efFe<3:s  as  yet  unknown  in  the  political 
world.  Nations  would  fucceed  much  better 
by  mutual  affiftance,  than  by  trying  to  puB 
each. other  down.  Although  this  connection 
between  France  and  Spain  feep[is  now  fixed 
.fdra  loRg  time  to  gome,  yet  feveral  things 
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may  be  pufhed  too  far,  old  antipathies 
revived,  and  effects  produced  that  may 
t6nd  to  dilTolve  the  conneflion  when 
leaft  expefbed  :  but  I  am  forry  to  fee,  that 
you  do  not  feem  in  England,  of  late,  to 
watch  and  underftand  thofe  political  mat- 
ters. Foreign  politics,  I  fear,  is  not  your 
fort,  '  ^ 

.  Tofearch  for  the  caufes  of  the  late  general 
Recline  of  Spain,  and  of  the  flow  advances 
of  every  thing  attempted  to  reftore  her, 
might  be  an    inftruftive   inquiry  ;    but  it 
would  be  like  writing  their  hiftory.     There 
is  probably  as  much  to  be  learned  from  the 
fall  as  from  the  rife  of  nations,  if  nations 
could  learn,    or  take'' example,  from  each 
other.     Leflbns  might  be  found  here  ap- 
plicable  enough  to    other   kingdoms;    as 
there  feems  to  be  ftill  the  fanie  tendency 
throughout  the  reft  of  Europe,  from  the 
modern  rapacious  fpirit  of  commerce  and 
gain,  to  follow  the  fteps  of  Spain,  and  to 
grafp  at  trade  and  riches  till  they  fqueeze 
them  to  death.     Deceitful  peace  fucceeds 
commercial  -  wars..     What  c^ntr^didtipna. 
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even  in  terms !  Pedlars  and  plunderers  feen^ 
to  govern  Europe  by  turns.  Nations  and 
individuals  are  equally  fond  of  monopolies, 
which  generally  ruin  them  at  laft,  and  difr 
lij^e  all  competition,  which,^  neverthelefs^ 
does  them  infinite  fervice.  Both  men  and 
nations  require  competitors,  or  they  wouM 
go  to  fleep,  likjp  the  {Spaniards* 

I 

You  fee  I  am  naturally  enough  inclin* 
ed  to  follow  ypur  advice,  and  indulge  in 
jgeneral  refledions,  in  fearch  of  truths  of 
fome  importanc(p,  in  which  indeed  Iwiflji 
chiefly  to  deal.  They  may  contain 
more  novelty  and  originality,  by  my 
being,  as  it  wpre,  out  of  the  world.  Not 
that  I  have  any  great  confidence  in  thoughts 
or  fyftems  fabricated  in  retirement,  which 
mayfometimes  aflifi:  the  fancy,  butfeldonx 
the  judgment.  It  requires  the  fjrequent  col- 
lifion  of  fociety,  th^  freedom  of  converla- 
•  tion,  and  the  kind  offices  of  friendihip,  to 
purge  and  refine  our  fpecuktion$9  and 
render  them  fit  for  u&»  I  meant  to  give 
you  fome  general  ideas,  fuppofing  the  par- 
ticulars alr^dy  fji^q^ntly  known,  and  fet 

you 
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you  fome  diftant  land«-marks  to  eulde  your 
courfe,  but  not  to  fave  your  ftcps.  We  may 
^irefty  but  cannot  much  diminifh  your  la- 
bour. Such  is  the  inevitable  condition  oi 
^very  human  acquirement,  and  ^yen  of 
liuman  exiftence :  we  muft  go  through 
{troubles  tbat  belong  to  both. 

Churches,  convents,  palaces,  have  al- 
Teady  be^n  defcribed  by  travellers, .  and 
I  am  glad  to  be  relieved  from  the  talk. 
Among  thefe,  and  a  variety  of  other  ob- 
jeds  which  excite  attention  in  this  counr 
try,  you  will  often  be  ftruck  with  the 
llrange  mixture  of  good  and  bad  tafte, — 
of  excellent  with  defpicable  things, — of 
finery  with  dirt  and  poverty.  Any  detail 
of  their  religious  or  fuperftitious  ceremor 
nies,  I  fliould  think  rather  unworthy  of 
your  attention.  Their  influence  on  the 
people  is  of  confequenoe,  and  I  therefore 
fnih  you  to  be  able  to  perceive  and 
Mttdi  it.  Their  cuftoms,  amufements,  viflts, 
drefs,  food,  &c.  you  will  find  in  various 
travellers,  as  Clarke,  Baretti,  and  others. 

F  4  You 


i 
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You  are  right  to  read  Dr.  R- ,  and 

ethers,  on  Spanifti  affairs,  before  you  leave 
home.  I  fent  for  the  book,  got  5t  on  fhore 
with  difBculty,  and  am  now  reading  it,  on 
your  recommendation.  1  *  like  the  DotJior 
much  as  a  fine  writer.  *  One  cannot  help 
"wifhing  he  had  feeri  and  e:k:amitied  SpalA 
and  Spaniards,  before  he  wrote  about  them  ; 
as  he  has  not,  I  think,  alwaysjuft  ideas  of 
their  paft,  jirefent,  nor  probable  future 
condition,  character,  and  progrefs.  He 
takes  fome  pains  not  to » difoblige  the 
Spaniards,  and  to  forgive^  or  palliate,  many 

of  their  moft  atrocious  crueltieo» 

1     .  t  .   •      •      •    ,  ■•  p 

Some  of  the  natives  here,  the  beft'ac-^ 
quaihted  with  their  colonies  add  hiftory; 
have  confefled  to  me,  that  they  think  ever! 
the  Abbe  Raynal's  book  nearer  the  truth. 
Sadred  truth,  however  graceful  and  elegant 
her  form  may  be  <3rawn,  fhould,  nevercK^e- 
lefs,  come  riakcfd,  or  at-leafl:  not  over- 
drefled,  adorned,  and  difguifed^^  from  the 
hands  of  the  hiftoriaii.  From  v^hicb  claf^ 
of  writers  are  we  to  look  for  her  I  F  fear  It 
|s  not  ajways  from  the  ftudics  of  the  learn- 
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pd  by  profeffion,  that  we  are  to  expeflt 
thofe  bold  outlines  of  /truth  that  ferve 
at  once  to  inftrudl,  to  infpire  and  adT 
vanc6  mankind.  But  how  ihall  we  know 
lier  by  fight,  efjpecially  if  in  full  drefs  ? 
We  muft  labour  iri  learning  to  read 
in  her  'mirror^  and  to  become  acquainted 
with  the  outlines. of  thofe  obi eds  that  are 

refl'eded  in  it. '  .  ^ 

■  *    .  ■  ■ 

You  itiuft  beware  of  trufting  too  mucli 
to  books,  and  to  what  'is  called  learnings 
as  well  as  of  the  ambition  to  become  an 
author  too.foon  yourfelf.  But  I  think  it  is 
to  be  feared,  that  book-niaking  may  fall  into 
a  ftort  of  difcredit,  and  be  too  much  defpifed 
by  fome  who  have  gone  the  fartheft  in  ufe- 
ful  knowledge;  who  have^  as  it  were,  left 
books  behind,  and  are  not  much  inclined 
to  write  what  th^y  know,  indolently  leav- 
ing it  to4he  profeffedly  learned,  to  the  de-* 
figning  or  interefted,  to  thofe  of  middling 
capacity,  who  have  more  patience,  more 
vanity,  or  fome  fmifter  motives :  fome  of 
thefe,    encouraged    by    bookfellers,    ftand 

ready 
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ready  to  ftiatch  every  fubjeA  out  of  the 
carekjft  hands  of  genius  and  knowledge; 
and  ^ve  it  disfigured  or  incomplete  to  t|^ 
world.  As  there  are  no  great  hopes  firom 
ycmr  projeO;  of  refcumg  authors  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  bookfellars ;  the  progreis  of 
learning  and .  knowledge  mud  ftill  depend 
much  on  the  qonduft  and  information  pf 
thofe  men.  You  fhould  try^  if  pofliblc,  to 
give  them  a  better  education,  by  mak- 
ing it  more  common  and  eafy;  men  of 
learning  and  of  liberal  mi||ds  might  make 
a  figure  in  that  profeifioni  and  do  infini/te 
|g6od» 

When  we  ihall  have  learned  to  thijife 
more  and  to  write  lefs,  how  many 
huge  volumes  may  be  contracted  into  a 
few  pages !  I  think  goo4  abridgements  of 
what  is  already  written,  would  now  be  the 
inoft  ufeful  publicationst 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  prefent  generation 
to  curtail  and  arrange  the  ideas  of  the  lafL 
%  ihall  be  glad  to  join  every  ailiflance 
toward  fuch  a  plan,  in  any  pf  the  ways 

you 
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you  mention.  Every  little  helps*  You 
ihould  think  of  encouraging  your  evening^ 
your  Sunday  and  day  fchools^  and  of  in- 
creafing  popular  country  ledures,  and  thoie 
itinerant  philofpphers,  with  their  cart- 
loads of  machinery ;  ^nd  likewife  the  li? 
terary  focieties  in  the  country  towns. 
They  may  all  together  be  of  fome  fervic^ 
to  that  yet  ignorant  country  of  ours,  eiper 
pially,  if^  at  tHe  fame  time,  you  can  per- 
fuade  our  legiflature  to  do  fomething, to- 
wards it, — fomething  that  <ihould  improve 
and  increafe  the  day-fchools,  abolifh  the 
boardin^-fchools,  and  promote  ufeful  know- 
iedge:  the  ihorteid  way  to  itmufl;  always  be 
the  beft ;  and  efpecially  now,  that  the  objeds 
pf  ftudy  increafe  with  civilization  and  in^« 
provements.  It  is  high  time  for  authors 
Sind  teachers  to  fleer  by  fome  north-wefl; 
pailage,  dire^ly  to  truth  and  fcience,  and 
pot  lead  us  round  by  long  and  flowery 
i^ays,  in  which  we  lofe  fo  much  time,  and 
s»ay  ney^r  arrive  at  the  end  in  view* 
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Bowles.  ^MannfaEiories.  Pqnt%.  Hifiory^ 
Letters.  Campomanes .  Knowledg^ey  afi4 
fifeful  Arts. 


*'  **    ^ '   •  "~        » > 


WHEN  you  come  to  Spain,  make  it 
in  ypur  way,  if  you  can,  to.  fee 
Bowles*  You  will  probably  find  him  in 
his  favourite  province  of  Bifcaya.  You 
may  have  read  his  book,  I  believe  it 
may  be  depended  on,  as  far  as  it  goes^ 
Tliis  nation  is  not  yet  in  a  condition  to 
profit  by  reading,  nor  can  we  believe 
that  their  government  means  they  Ihould.' 
till  we  fee  other  means  employed,  befides 
that  of  giving  them  books.  But  even  thefe 
are  diftributed  with  a  very  fparing  hand*' 
The  complete  chain  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
and  the  freedom  of  refearch,  will  probably 
Ipng  be  excluded  by  inquifitorial  tyranny. 
•  Where  philofophers,  and  their  books,  are 
confidered  as  dahgeroiis,  they  can  have  few 

or 
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or  no  good  efFeds ;  and  we  fhould  not  be 
Turprifed  to  hear  of  Mr.  B —  being  in  the 
Inquifition  for  the  pains  he  has  already 
taken.  I  wifli  .he  was  as  well  acquainted 
with  his  native  country,  England,  as  he 
feems  to  be  with  Spain  and  Germany, 

It  is  rather  furprifmg  to  find  himi 
and  moft  of  the  writers  of  this  country, 
always  recommending  manufaiStories  to  its 
inhabitants.  Many  of  thofe  manufactories 
are  probably  imprafticable  in  its  prefent 
ftate^  except  a  few  of  the  moft  fimple 
kinds,  as  a  proper  beginning.  One  trade 
often  requires  a  hundred  others  in  order 
to  carry  it  on ;  of  thefe  half  would  not 
be  found  in  the  country,  nor  could  be 
brought  into  it.  They  ought  firft  to 
ptoduce  materials  ajid  hands,  and  pefhaps 
Ihould  begin  by  encouraging  the  ex- 
port of  thofe  very  materials  which  they 
are  always  prohibiting,  by  which  means 
they  diminifti  the  produce,  the  population, 
agriculture,  and  induftry,  of  their  country. 
I  have  heard  that  their  minifter,  thel  Qonde 
*de   Heranda,    had   fome   right    ideas   oh 

thefc 
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thefe  fubjeds;  that  He  intended  proctiot^' 
ing,  at  firfti  a  few  iimple  ftaple  fabrics; 
and  only  the  produce  of  the  raw ,  materials 
in  others.  But  you  know  he  was  not  per- 
xnitted  to  go  on.  , 

Bowles,  you  will  perceive,  evades  treat«^ 
ihg  much  of  the  pradice  arid  adual  ftate 
6f  the  lifeful  arts,  arid  leaves  it  to  Pontz,- 
ivhb  hitherto  confines  himfelf  moftly  to  the 
trifling  remains  of  the  fine  arts  ;  and  having 
caughj:  the  rage  of  writing  arid  defcribing^ 
inftead  of  giving  drawings  of  every  thing,^ 
ks  at  flrft  prdpofed^  his  volume^  go  on  in- 
creafing,  while  the  moft  important  articlesf 
of  inforxiution  are  not  yet  touched  upon  by 
cither.  -  / 

You  iire  right  iii  reading  Mariana,  hil 
continuators,  and  bthers  of  their  hiilori- 
ans,  though  nvoft  of  them  are  rather  tedi- 
ous arid  uninterefling ;  at  lead  they  may 
appear  fo,  till  you  fee  the  country.  You 
will  find  moft  of  them  hamed  in  Aritoni^' 
Geddes,  Gierke,  Robertfon,  &c.  But 
much  of  the  information  which  you  arei 

eolledi^ 
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toUeding  from  books,  and  from  me,  I 
fear  you  will  neither  comprehend  not 
retain  near  fo  well  as  by  acquiring  it  her6 
on  the  fpot. 

Your  letters  of  recoriimendation  for 
Madrid,  &c.  are  very  proper  and  neceflary 
in  tlus  country,  though  we  have  always 
found  the  circular  letter  and  bills  of  Sir  R, 
Herries  and  Co.  to  be  quite  fufficient  for 
all  the  purpofes  both  of  credit  and  intro* 
dudion,  wherever  we  went ;  and  have^  in 
confequence,  been  treated  with  all  the  kind^- 
nefsand  hofpitiality  that  almoft'any  other  let* 
ters  could  have  procured*.  However,  recom- 
mendations to  great  and  learned  men  may 
likeip^ife  be  of  ufe  j  and  that  to  Campomanes 
will  anfwer  feveral  good  purpofes*  YoU 
ihould  firil  read  his  books.  You  will  find 
him  full  of  ufeful  knowledge,  though  per** 
haps  a  little  too  much  confined  to  reading 
and  to  French  fyllems,  and  hence  a  little 

*  As  a  convincing  proof  of  the  merits  and  utility  oJT 
Kr  Roherc's  plan,  we  find  Meffirs.  Morland^  Haiterfle^, 
and  Co.  ha^  alfo  adopted  U. 

deficient^ 
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deficient^  Jike  mod  men  of  learmng,  of 
the  prefent  day,  in  pradical  knowledge^ 
adual  obfervation,  and  travel.  But  he  can 
talk  and  writd  fluefitly,  and  to  the  purpofe, 
on  worksj  artsj  and  places,  which  he  never 
jfaw;  't'hbugh  bne  of  the  beft  informed  of 
their  politicians,  he  is  flill  attached  to  ionde 
of  the  old  prejudices ;  as  tne  neceffity  of 
ftria  prohibitions,  and  of  making  Spain  a 
manufacturing  country,  almoft  before  it  is 
|)eopIed  and  cultivated, -r-of  watching  and 
Irimihing.  thie  balance  of  trade,  expeding 
government  to  regulate  dvery  thing,  and 
enter  into  details  for  which  the  very  beft 
kinds  are  inadequate,  and  ftill  more  the 
worft.  He  fuppofes  that  public  edids,  and 
oeconomical  focieties,  can  reform,  can  peo- 
pie,  and  enrich  the  country,  though  they 
have  had  already  fufficient  experience  of 
the  inefficacy  of  all  thofe  methods.  How- 
ever, he  imt)r6ves  as  he  writes,  tie 
feems  candid  and  liberal  enoiigh  tb  opea 
•his  eyes  by  degrees,  and  his  laft  publica- 
tions are  always  the  beft*  He  has  fet  hisf 
(countrymen  right  in  many  efleritiils  J  and 

wlieni 
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wk^n  he  comes  to  read  A.  Smith,  and  fee 
ftill   more   of  the    infuflBciency   of   their 
prefent  form  of  government,  he  may  be 
convinced  how^  little  can  be  done  or  ex- 
pected, without  changing  its  conftitution. 
We  fhould  not  have  expeded  to  fee  him 
prepofTeffed  with  quite  fo  many  national 
prejudices;  nor  to  find  him  fo  warm  an 
apologift  for  the  Spanifli  enormities,  cruel- 
ties, and  rapacity,  in  their  American  con- 
quefls.     It  is  too  late : — the  faiSs  are  too 
well  attefled .  to  be  called  in  queftion  novv. 
Nor  fhould   we  have  fuppofed  him  fuh-^ 
jcGt  to  fo  many  bf  their  political  errors, 
--—as  thofe  of  aiming  at  things  incompa- 
tible,— at  the  character  and  effeds,  at  once, 
of  parfimony  and  of  luxury,— of  poverty 
and  riches.     They  want  the  nation  to  be 
fbber,     temperate,     ceconomicaJ,    and    at 
the   fame    time,    adive    and    enterprifing 
in   purfuit   of   the    objedis    of    tafte  and 
pleafure  ;      forgetting      that      arts      and 
luxury     muft     afford    mutual     affiftance. 
But,    notwithftanding    all    this,'    he    has 
great  merit,  and  is  rather  loft  6v  mifplaced 
Vol,  II.  G  here; 
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.  here;  and  he  may  yet  have  the  honour 
of  ending  his  days  in  the  Inquifition 
which,  in  this  country,  is  perhaps  a  teft 
of  the  merit  of  a  man,  as  burning  is 
likely  to  be  of  a  book.  I  hear  he  is 
'  one  of  the  four  already  .  milrked  out  by 
that  tribunal  for  punifhment,  if  it  is  found 
iieceflary  to  the  eftablifhment  of  their 
power,  or  to  the  exclufion  of  kno^^rledge. 
He  is  here  preaching  in  a  wildernefs.  They 
do  not  underftand  him,  in  a  country  tc^here 
they  are  yet  doubting  and  debating  whether 
exclufive  companies  be  not  the  beft  rtibde 
of  trading  to  their  colonies.  The  people, 
willingly  deceived  by  their  afluming  aiid 
ineflScient  government,  vainly  place  their 
hopes  in  the  operation  of  its  edids,  inftead 
of  helping  themfelves.  You  may  from 
thence  conceive  how  far  they  are  behind, 
and  have  yet  to*  go. 

I  muft  differ  from  Dr.  R — ,  and 

think  that  the  low  date  of  literature,  tafte, 

and   knowledge  here,   appears   from  their 

authors  being  fo  indiferiminately  admired 

3  among 
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Msong  them,  and  by  their  pafSng 
without  eritidfjn,  whofe  laih  they  fo 
often  deferye*  Though  perufed  by  few, 
betides  the  mere  readers  of  this  nation, 
one  would  expeft  that  fome  country  apo- 
thecary or  tradefman  might  ftep  forth^ 
knd  tell  thefe  gentlemen,  and  the  worid^ 
where  they  are  wrong.  It  Is  but  too 
plain,  that  a  want  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
and  ^  -certain  indifference  and  negli- 
gence  in  the  moft  important  fuljjeds^ 
are  now  but  too  univerfaUy  prevalent 
throughout  this  once  celebrated  country* 

r  * 

I 

V  An  inquiry  w?is  lately,  made,  in  two 
confiderable  towns  in  this  province,  for 
any  one  who  could  gauge  fome  calks  which  ' 
were  to  be  received  in  a  contr^idt  for  the 
king ;  but  no  fuch  perfon  could  be  found. 
Indeed,  fcientific  merit  of  ^y  kind  could  not 
now  be  e^fily  produced  or  expected  here, 
nor  be  of  much  ufe  to  the  poflefTor.  It 
would  lead  to  nothing— ^but  to  the  In- 
quifition% 

G  a  The 
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The  very  few  wants  and  conveniencies", 
the  milerable  appearance  of  the  conunoa 
people  in  this  country,  are  very  ftrikiog  to 
one  lately  arrived  from  England.  Their  want 
of  tafte,  and  of  variety  of  colour,  even  ki 
their  Sunday's  drefles,  which  are  moftly  con- 
fined to  brown  and  black,  or  to  the  natural 
colour  of  the  wool,  and  the  great  numbers 
who  are  always  in  rags,  render  a  crowd  of 
thefe  people  at  a  fair  or  a  holiday,  a  melan- 
choly, inftead  of  a  cheerful  fight,  as  with 
us.  But  I  find  no  country  people  any 
where  fo  well  clothed  as  thofe  in  England ; 
nor  the  ufeful  arts,  I  think,  anywhere 
fo  far  advanced.  This  is  not  fufficiently 
known  to  other  nations.  A  tour  to  our 
ifland  might  have  J>een  of  fervice  to  f?veral 
"modern  writers  of  the  continent.  On 
fon>e  fubjedts  I  always  wifh  to  know  if 
the  author  has  been  in  England,  before  I 
read  his  book.  Perhaps  the  beft  way  to 
improve  the. other  nations,  would  be  for 
their  princes  to  travel,  and  particularly  to 
vifit  and  examine  England, 
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r 

Talents.'    Ccnverfation.    Trades.     Improve^ 

merits.     Princes. 

ALMOST  every  country  excels  in 
JLjl  fome  art,  fome  talent  or  abilities, 
above  others.  I  think  the  Spaniards  can 
dance,  iing,  (have,  and  make  chocolate, 
with  any  people  in  Europe  j  but  I  fear 
there  are  but  few  other  of  the  ufeful  or 
ornamental  arts  which  they  now  poflefs  to 
any  degree  of  perfection.  We  muft  except 
ipeaking,  which  I  had  almoft  forgotten, 
and  in  which  they  certainly  excel,  by 
gleans  of  their  fine  language,  which 
feems  naturally  to  flow  in  a  n>anner  that 
invites  the  Ipeakpr  to  a  kind  of  eloquence 
and  urbanity, 

» 

We  may  partly,  though  not  entirely, 
account  for  their  converfation  being  fo 
fuperior  to  their  writing.  The  dread  of 
the  Inquifition  prevents    men  of   letters 
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from  trufting  their  ideas  to  paper ;  it  ter- 
rifies us  all,  hangs  in  our  minds,  and 
retards  our  pen  as  we  write.  I  feel  half 
afraid  of  it  even  here  in  my  own  room 
as  I  fit  writing  to  you,  and  with  fome  little 
dread  and  reludance  venture  to  fet  dowti 
the  name. 

The  bufinefs  of  gilding,  and  .that  of 
printing,  feem  yet  pretty  well  prtferved  . 
and  executed  in  Spain ;  and  one  meets  witk 
an  ingenious  workman  here  and  there  j 
but  few  other  trades  are  fupportcd  and 
pradifed  as  they  fhould  be,  THntir  fomento^ 
as  they  call  them,  or  regulations,  focieties, 
and  prentiums,  for  encouraging  arts  aad 
induftry,  can  never  probably  produce  much 
good,  -though  they  have  expended  as  much 
in  that  way  as  any  nation.  Perhaps  they 
had  better  do  Nothing,  as  the  fureft  way  of 
doing  no  h^rm.  Indeed,  mofl:  govern- 
ments, in  their  oflficious  encouragement  of 
fuch  things,  are  often  either  like  the  fly  on 
the  wheel ;  or  retard  naore  than  they  afliftt 
They  cannot  always  make  mcji  iniproye 
when  and  how  they  pleaie.  Wc  mufi; 
be  left  to  ourfelves  in  th^  objefta,  in  the 

choice. 
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cboke,  an4  meafure  of  out  exertions, 
t^t  u^  have  but  freedom  and  fecurity 
eneugbt  *nd  we  ihall  endeavour  to  better 
2«x4  improve  our  condition^  and  fliall  find 
out  the  way  to  do  it  ignore  advantageoufly 
thap  c^n  be  pointed  out  to  us  by  any  fu- 
peripr  po^wer  whatever. 

Though  it  be  difficult  to  change  the  cha- 
ra(^er,  ©r  even  to  quicken  the  progrels  of 
fuch  a  people,  yet  a  refle£ling  mind  cannot 
hel|>  §)ecul^ting  fbmetimes,  and  thinking 
of  the  beft  way  of  going  about  it.  Let 
us  fuppofe  then  a.  young  prince,  heir  to 
the  prowni"  to  travel,  to  fall  into  good 
hands,  and  to  make  all  the  progrefs  in  ufc- 
ful  fcience,  in  the  knowledge  of  men  and 
things,,  that  you  arid  I  can  conceive  :  and 
then  we  may  likewife  fuppofe  him  to  be 
equal  *  to  the  chufing  and .  preparing  a 
fet  of  proper  and  enlightened  men  for  his 
future  miiiifters,  fecretaries,  profeffors, 
bilhops,  &c.  and  determined  to  make  ufe 
of  all  the  virtue  and  knowledge  in  his  do- 
minions, of  whatever  clafs  or  party,  and 
to  bring  in  more  from  abroad* 
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However  parties  may  traduce  each  other, 
I  cannot  conceive  any  clafs  of  men  in 
this  aee,  to  be  totally  ufelefs  or  very  dan- 
gerous. I  believe  all  may  be  employed 
{o  as  to  produce  the  good  of  the  whole, 
when  they  are  properly  placed.  Even  the 
timid  or  cruel  bigot  might  be  turned  to 
fomething  ufeful ;  though  we  might  not 
chufe,  for  example,  to  employ  hyn  in  a 
war  againft  the  Pope* 

In  fhort,  I  cat!  conceive  fuch  a  prince 
at  length  fettled  on  the  throne,  and  under- 
taking to  reform  his  kingdom  by  degrees  ; 
to  begin  by  abolifliing  the  Inquilition  at 
once,  and  the;n  the  friars  gradually,  one 
order  at  a  time,  or  leaving  for  a  while 
fome  of  the  moft  ufefliL  Their  rents 
might  be  advantageoufly  applied  to  public 
ufe3,  as  to  relieving  the  people  from  fome 
of  the  moft  oppreffive  taxes  in  their  re- 
fpedtiye  provinces,  in  order  tq  intereft 
them  in  the  caufe,  aqd  get  them  on  his 
fide.  He  might  have  influence  enough  to 
oblige  the  Pope  to  acquiefce,  and  difpenfe 
yfiXh  the ,  monaftic   vows^    or  might  pen-^ 

fipn 
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iion  them  for  life,  and  difpofe  of  them  as 
has  been  done  with  the  Jefuits. 

'  He  might  then  begin  to  adniit  of  re- 
ligious toleration,  firft  in  t^e  fea-ports, 
and  then  extend  it  gradually  to  the  moft 
inland  and'  improvable  provinces,  and  to 
the  colonies^,  Thofe  would  thence  gra- 
dually become  populous  and  induflrious^ 
and  many  advantages  would  foon  appear^, 
and  gain  the  public  opinion.  Perhaps  he 
might,  in  time,  extend  it  to  be  a  natural 
and  complete  toleration ;  by  flopping  gra-^ 
gually  the  funds  that  fupport  the  clergy, '  aS; 
they*  die  off,  leaving  the  people  to  pay 
and  chufe  their  own  teachers,  all  ideas  of 
a  ftate  religipn,  or  of  intolerance,  would 
foon  be  baniflied ;  ^br  fome  feeds  of  this 
kind  might  be  fown  for  the  benefit  of 
pofterity.  Nor  need  it  at  all  be  feared,  that 
j-eal  religion  would  fuffer  by  fuch  a  change  : 
there  has  been  already,  in  North  America^ 
experience  enough  to  be  convinced  of  the 
contrary.  A  juft  and  equal  government 
wants  not  the  ailiftance  of  a  fuperflitious 
religion ;  it  is.  only  tyranny  and  injuftice 

that 
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tjwt  require  fujch  iyejp,  in  order  to  tcrdfy 
and  fubdue  the  people.  It  is  evident  ii^^p 
religion  is  neceflary  to  man,  and  he  will 
prdbably  be  mod  attached  to  '  that  of  his 
own  (hoice* 

We  may  then  fuppofe  our  prince  almoft 
wife  and  liberal  enough  to  fee  the  deftruc- 
tive  policy  of  maintaining  diftaut  colonies, 
^  ^nd  that  >  he  may  be  willing  to  fettle  them 
into  feparate  kingdoms,  having  previouQy 
prepared  them  for  it,  and  taught  them  by 
partial  and  gradbal  experiment,  how  to 
'govern  themfelvea.  This  would  foon  give 
them   activity,    induftry,   and  felf-impor-» 

tance;  and  each  kingdom  would  then 
have  as  much  of  the  other's  commerce  a$ 
lyould  be  neceflary,  and  no  more. 

Sufficient  freedom  and  fecurity  would 
render  even  Spaniards  induftrious.  For  I 
muft  fuppofe  my  prince  capable  of  reftor- 
irig\them  their  conftitution,  and  probably 
with  improvements;  giving  them ^ their 
ancient  Cortes,  but  with  a  more  equal  and 

:      '     '    adequate 
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adequate  itprefehtatidn.  He  woahl  hot 
thea  be  jealous  or  afraid  of  the  profperity 
of  his  own  people  j  and  would  encoiirage 
the  nobility  to  live  on  their  eftates,  or  to 
travel,  and  learn  from  other  najtions.  He 
would  likcwife  endeavour  to  reform  the 
fchools^  and  imjprove  the  education  of  his 
people,  not  fuffering  this  tafk  to  be  confined 
to  the  clergy,  but  entrufting  it  to  fome 
chbfen  men,  who  would  teach  more  ufefyl 
knowledge,  with  more  beneficial  habits  and 
virtues.  I  will  not  detain  you  by  exmmerat^ 
ing  what  he  might  do. 

Such  a  prince  wpuld  be  the  father  of  his 
country,  and  fuch  a  dreaming  fpeeulator  as 
you  may  have  been  fuppofing  me  to  be, 
would  think  he  could  hardly  fail  of  fucceed- 
ing,  at  leaft  in  part.  But  when  we  come 
to  afk  how  and  where  fuch  a  prince,  and 
fuch  minifters,  could  be  found,  or  formed, 
in  fuch  a  country,  the  vifion  vanifbes,  and 
we  muft  be  content  to  le^ve  them  as  they 
are,  perhaps  for  ages  yet  to  come.  All  fuch 
innovations  are  probably  impradicable  un- 
der a  Bourbon  government,  in  which  the 
lower  claffes  remain  fo  poor,  debilitated, 

and 
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aad  dependent  j  fubje<aed  to  the  churcb, 
and  unwilling  to  be  emancipated;  while 
the  power  of  thofe  who  ifancy  them^ 
felves  interefted  in  their  fubjedion,  is 
not  to  be  controlled  j  while  the  govern-^ 
xnent  is  too^  abfolute,  and  therefore  too 
indolent^  to  be  forced,  or  inclined  to  take 
all  the  trouble  neceOTary  to  the  doing  real 
good,  or  of  being  informed  :  and,  in  ihort, 
while  they  are  the  nogiinal  pofleiTors  of 
the  gold,  and  only  the  miners  and  favors 
for  the  reft  of  Europe, 
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L  E  T  T.  E  R    X. 

Government    and  CbaraEler  of  the  French 

and  Spaniards. 

IT  H I N  K  moft  nations,  except  this, 
feem  to  have  the  fpecies  of  government 
nearly  fuited  to  their  chara£len  How 
much  the  one  is  produced  by  the  othor^ 
would  be  difficult  to  determine.  Perhaps 
much  of  the  charafler  is  derived  from  the 
governmept,  and  reciprocally  they  go  on 
with  a  kind  of  mutual  influence,  gradually 
wearing  into  a  fitnefs  for  each  other. 

The  inhabitants  of  France  and  thofe  of 
Spain,  fo  oppofite  in  difpolition,  probably 
require  different  kinds  of  government,  but 
they  are  now  nearly  of  the  fame  kind  j  and 
hence  jwe  may  conclude  one  of  them  to  be 
wrong,  which  is  probably  that  of  Spain. 
The  French  inconftahcy,  hear,  impetuofity, 
'  and   the  Spaniih  fteady  j^atience,  natural 

pride 
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whea  ex^cited  by  fufBcient  motives.  U 
would  likewife  ferve  as  a  cure  to  their  in-- 
dolence, — to  their  falfe  notions  of  honour' 
and  religion.  But  all  the  modern  changea 
in  their  government  have  had  a  contrary 
courfe  and  tendeficy.  ■ 

By  perufing  their  hiftory,  you .  will 
trace  fojme  of  the  caufes  and  the  progrefs 
of  their  grandeur  and  of  their  decline. 
The  union  of  feveral  kingdoms  under  one 
wife  head  (Ferdinand)  fuddenly  formed  a 
great  power,  invigorated  by  the  ferment 
of  liberty,  and  the  natural  operations  of 
their  then 'free,  though  complicated  and 
imperfea  fyftems  of  government.  Their 
internal  and  Moorifti  wars, — their  difco- 
very  of  the  new  world,— their  acceffion  to 
Auftria,  produced  great  objects  of  national 
exertion.  Diftant  wars,  conqueft,  defence, 
difcovery,  commerce,  all  confpired  to  caB 
forth  the  itloft  powerful  public  and  indivi-- 
duul  efforts,  and  to  make  them  really  great* 
But  national  greatnefs  knows  no  bounds^ 
It  generally  at  laft  overihoots  them  all,^ 
and  exhaufis  itfelf.     Then  the  invaiion  of 
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their  rights  by  Charles  V.  and  the  final 
deflrudion  of  their  conftitution  by  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  became  more  than  fufEcient  to 
overbalance  and  bear  down  all  the  advan- 
tages of  their  acquifitions :  and  the  bane- 
ful efFedts  of  over  ftrained  efforts,  of  mif- 
taken  policy,  and  of  defpotifm,  foon  be- 
gan to  appear.  The  nation,  as  it  became, 
by  the  lofs  of  its  liberties,  lefs  able  to 
bear  additional  weights,  was,  as  ufually 
happens  more  heavily  loaded,  and  foon  ex«^ 
haufted,  by  the  ambitious,  and  then  uncon^ 
troUable  purfuits  of  its  princes.  Its  opera- 
tions abroad  became*  more  languid,  while 
at  home  the  national  charader  degenerated ; 
till/  by  the  help  of  other  unfavourable  in- 
cidents, it  funk  at  lafl  into  a  dependence 
on  that  very  power  with  whom  it  for*- 
merly  contended  with  fuccefs. 

As  the  nation  had  neither  fpirit,  force^ 
nor  wifdom  enough  left,  to  chufe  a  king 
and  government  of  its  own  on  the  death 
of  Charles  II.  the  Spaniards  are  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  the  arbitrary  ; 
fyftems    of   Bourbon  politjics,    in  which 
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the  intereft  of  the  oountrj  does  not  form  even 
a  part.  They  have  already  paid  feverely 
for  that  connexion,  v^ere  it  only  by  the 
wars  into  which  it  has  led  them,  in  which 
they  had  no  real  intereft,  and  for  which  they 
were  totally  unfit  and  tinequal,  after  heing  . 
fo  irrecoverably  debilitated*  How  diffe- 
rent their  fituation  from  that  of  former 
periods,  when  they  could  make  all  their 
foreign  connexions  ad  fubfcrvient  to 
their  own  views ;  and  when  the  council  of 
Vienna  was  well  known  to  be  only  the 
minifter  of  that  of  Madrid. 

Whatever  .  apparent  or  pretended  im- 
ptoyements  have  been  introduced  by  the 
Bourbon  government,  have  certainly  not 
been  in  favour  of  freedom;  nor  of  the  an- 
cient  conftitution  ;  nor  has  the  increafe  of 
forms,  councils,  or  fubdivifions,  tended  to 
facilitate,  but  rather  to  embarrafs  and  retard 
the  public  bufinefs,  and  to  compofc  a  com** 
plex  fyftfem  of  tyranny,  which  remo\fes 
almoft  every  obje<Sl  that  could  excite  gJeat 
talents  or  induftry,  or  that  could  raife 
fuch  minds  to  great  or  noble  actions. 

From 
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From  thefe   fa£ls,  and   their  numerous 
confequences,  —  the   negligence  and   cor- 
ruption of  people  in  ptiblic  office,  the  im- 
poffibility  of  redreft  for  ^ny  perfon  they 
may  chufe  to  opprefs ;  and  the  waiit  of  legal 
or  cpnftitutibnal  intercourfe  between  the 
fovereign   and   the    people ; — we    cannot 
expert  to  find  in  this  nation  any  great  or 
continued  efforts  of  public  fpirit  to  ftetn 
the  torrent  of  national  corruption.     Their 
government  naturally  produces  a  defpori- 
dency  in   all,  and  more  cfpecially  in .  the 
lower  and  moft  important  claffes  of  people* 
In    Ihort,    their   new   government  feems 
only  intent  on  converting  them  entirely  into 
Frenchmen,  which  they  never  will  be,  and 
on  fubduing  the  remaining  magnanimity, 
and  other  virtues  left  in  their  chara<3:er ;  in 
which   it  may  fucceed  by  time,  infidious 
pdicy,  and  artificial  fyftems  of  oppreifion. 
Seeing  them  now  become  flaves  to  fuper- 
fiition  and  arbitrary  power  j  their  former 
chara<9:er  and  fpirit   enervated    and   fub- 
ducd ;    the     poverty    and    defolation    of 
the     country;    and     comparing,    former 
periods  with  the    prefent,  the  effeds  of 
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their  ancient  conftitution  with  thofe  of  its 
abolition^  we  may  not  hefitate  to  conclude 
that  their  native  temper  and  genius  are  in- 
compatible  with  a  defpotic  authority,  and 
cannt)t  appear  while  under  fuch  oppreflion. 
Nothing  lefs  than  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty can  reftore  their  character,  and  re- 
people  their  now  naked  and  arid  plains. 

Your  ideas  of  the  SpanilK  character  are 
not,  I  believe,  fo  wrong  as  thofe  of  many 
others.  I  cannot  pretend  to  eftimate  for  you, 
how  much  they  have  loft  of  their  ancient 
character,  nor  decide  between  the  real  merits 
of  their  old  cavalier,  and  their  modern  fine 
gentleman  ;  we  have  natural  preppfleffions 
in  favour  of  the  old,  and  muft  fear  that 
they  have  loft,  by  the  decline  of  chivalry, 
fome  of  thofe  high  notions  of  honour, 
without  obtaining  always  the  advantj\ges  of 
our  modem  refinements  of  fentiment,  which, 
*when  feafoned  with  good  fenfe,  cothe  in 
fometimes  tolerably  well  to  fupply  the  jplace 
of  that  old  enthufiafm  of  honour.  They 
muft  excufe  us,  if  we  doubt  their  having 
gained  by  this  change ;  and  if  we  likewife 
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doubt  their  claim  to  a  fuperiority  in  man- 
ners, or  in  pleafure,  while  they  afFefl:  to 
laugh  at  the  rigid  notions  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  and  confider  pleafure  as  confid- 
ing in  unreftrained  and  unrefined  indul-. 
gence. 

Their  military  and  political  talents  were, 
for  a  long  time,  confefledly  the  firft  in  the 
world,  and  were  not,  perhaps,  outdone  by 
the  Romans  themfelves  in  their  beft  times. 
And  though  they  are.  now  fallen  even 
lower  than  the  world  imagines,  yet  I  would 
not  advife  any  nation  to  treat  them  with 
much  real  contempt,  nor  think  that  they 
can  therefore  be  eafily  defeated  or  eafily 
managed.  Their  councils  ftill  retain  much 
of  their  former  obftinacy,  and  of  that  im- 
penetrable  myftery  for  which  they  were  al- 
ways remarkable ;  and  their  troopSj  though 
now  few,  and  not  well  formed,  yet  by  fome 
good  oflBcers,  and  a  few  campaigns,  might 
perhaps  be  rendered  again  invincible. 

Some  fenfible  Swifs,  about  the  time  of 
the  latter  Philips,  writes,  "  Qu'  ils  fe  roi- 
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**  diflent  centre  le  mauvais  fucces,  et  ne 
*'  r^pofent  jamais  moins  qu'  apres  avoir 
"  travaille  avec  fucces.  Que  leur  ame  eft 
"  vafte,  d'un  courage  a  qui  les  difficultes 
•*  n'apportent  point  de  degout  ni  le  tems 
''  de  laffitude-*'  You  know  Charles  V. 
ufed  to  fay,  "  Time  and  I  againft  any 
*^  other  two."  Our  Swifs  elfewhere  ob- 
ferves^  "  Que  TEfpagnole  eft  fuperieur  a 
**  tous  les  menaces  ou  promeffea.  D'un 
tenjperament  propre  a  tous  les  fondions 
de  Tame  ;  par  la  profondeur  de  les  pen- 
**  fees  il  cmbrafTe  toute  Tetendue  de  Tob- 
*'  jet  qu'il  fe  propofe  j  il  en  voit  toutes  le^ 
*'  particle  •  Mais  quelqtjefois  le  moment 
**  de  I'execution  pafTe  pendant  qu'il  de)i- 
**  here:  mais  ce  malheur  ne  lui  arrive 
**  guere  dans  le  cabinet  ou  a  la  negociation, 
"  ou  fon  efprit  arrete  et  fixe,  il  ait  moyen 
"  de  faire  paroitre  plus  adroitetnent  la 
"  forces,  et  la  delicateffe  de  fes  relforts  qui 
*'  Taflurent  du  fucces  de  tout  ce  qu*il  peiil 
*'  lors  manier  avec  loifir  et  fans  6tre  prefle. 
*'  La  lentcur  Efpagnole  quoiqu*  elle  bronche 
**  quelque  fois  pour  vouloir  affeoir  le  pied 
^  tjrop  furement,    eft   accogipagnc  d'une 
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^^  conflance  extraordinaire  d^ns  le  malheur^ 
*^  et  d'une  perfeverance  fans  relache,  d'une 
vigeur  infatigable  a  pourfuivre  kurs  avan- 
tages.  Si  tous  les  arts  lui  maaquent  elle 
a  recours  aux  traites  et  aux  conferences, 
et  elle  en  tire  d'une  fa9on  ou  d'autre,  le 
fruit  qu'  elle  en  pouVoit  attendre.  Ainfi 
Dieu,  pour  maintenir  en  un  point  prefqu' 
egal  la  valeur  des  deux  nations  (Francoife 
^*  et  Efpagnole),  a  oppofe  a  la  vivacite  et 
**  au  grand  efprit  de  Tune,  la  prudence,  et 
**  la  firmete  de  I'autre,  a  fin  que  ce  qui 
*'  manque  a  celle-ci  de  promptitude  foit  re- 
•*  compenfe  par  fon  attention  a  tout  ce  qu' 
**  elle  fait/*  Their  efforts,  during  their 
fall,  and  after  many  fignal  lofTes,  deferve 
admiration ;  and  the  extent  of  their 
decline  was  not  perceived  till  long  after  it 
had  happened.  Our  Swifs  obferves,  *'  Que 
*'  leur  chaleur  lente  et  naturelle  qui  agit 
fans  precipitation,  et  qui  foufFre  fans  al- 
teration ce  qu*  elle  ne  pent  refoudre  pour 
«  le  donner  a  guerir  au  terns/'  This  fire 
was  long  rcfpedted  and  dreaded  after  it  was 
extind;  the  world  continued  afraid  of 
its  mere  afhes*     The  political  world  is  fub^ 
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jtdi  to  habits  and  prepofTeffions  Kke  indU 
viduals,  and  the  dread  of  a  power  once 
formidable,  we  fee  fubfift  after  Its  decline, 
and  after  the  caufes  of  dread  have  ceafed. 
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Traveliers.   Galicia*  Lands^   Taxes.    Lawm 

Women, 

To  Mr.  F ; 

m 

Coruna. 

THE  complaint  Is,  I  believe,  rather 
general,  that  Spain  is  little  known: 
but  this  muft  proceed  more  from  want  of 
readers  than  of  writers;  for,  upon  en- 
quiry, you  will  find  that  much  has  been 
written  on  the  fubje<3:.  It  may  be  truc> 
that  fuch  writers  are  lefs  read  or  known 
than'  thofe  of  other  countries ;  that  writings 
are  infufficient  to  furnifh  the  ideas  generally 
expe£ted  from  them ;  aiid  that  this  penin- 
fula,  lying  out  of  the  common  tracts  of 
communication,  is  therefore  lefs  vifited: 
but  thofe  few  vifitors,  I  think,  generally 
write ;  and  though  the  coufttry  does  not 
p^haps.  fufniih  more    matter   than  fome 

others. 
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others,  if  many  more  werq  to  travel  thither, 
each  might  Hill  find  fomething  new  to  ob- 
fcrve. 

V 

Nations  cannot  be  fop  much  ac- 
quainted or  conneded  with  each  other; 
the  good  '  effed:s  are  obvious  from 
hiftory  and  experience,  and  feem  to  be 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  clofenefs  and 
intimacy  of  thofe  connexions.  You  fee 
how  quickly  our  ifland  has  improved  fince 
the  union.  Nations  freely  opening  their 
ports  and  cpmmerce,  their  laws  and  im- 
proveii>ent9,  to  each  other,  will  be  *the 
jnoft  indjubitable  proofs  of  the  real  im- 
provement of  the  world, 

This  corner  of  the  peninfula  lies  even 
more  out  of  the  common  trad  than  the 
r6ft  of  k,  and  is  therefore  ftill  lefs  known ; 
but  it  is  the  province  of  the  moft  im- 
portance to  Spaip,  except  perhaps  CatfiT 
Ionia.  It  contains  about  jooo  or  i;joo 
fquare  leagues,  and  they  lay,  about  one 
million  and  a  half  of  inhabitants ;  but  fup- 
pofe,  it:  only  one  million,  it  is  no  b^ad  po- 
/  pulatiori. 
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pulation,  and  far  beyond  the  reft  of  Spaiiu 
As  foldiers,  I  believe  they  are  fuperior 
to  moft  of  the  other  Spaniards  at  prefent, 
when  their  extreme  frugality  is  not 
carried  too  far  towards  Jiarvation;  for 
even  fome  of  their  young  people  feem 
half  ftarved  j  fo  mujch  that  I  fhould  doubt 
if  even  care  and  good  living,  or  any  things 
could  make  good  and  fpirited  foldiers  of 
themv  Contrary  to  the  reft  of  Spain,  'moft 
of  their  little  farms  and  poffeflions  are  too 
fmall,  and  the  pofleflprs  too  poor  to  im- 
prove them :  however,  the  mode  of  tenure, 
losforos^  like  our  copyholds,  is  preferable, 
and  it  would  be  much  better  for  Spain 
were  it  general  throughout,  efpecially  if 
they  could  e^lude  the  inconvenience  of 
fubtenants,  too  frequent  here,  as  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland. 

The  reafons  gradually  appear,  why  the 
producp  of  this  province  does  not  increafe 
with  thjB  increafe  of  money  and  demand. 
Above  one-third  of  the  lands  belong  to  the 
phurch,  and  perhaps  one-fifth  of  the  pro-p 
duce  of  the  reft  goes  the  fame  way  in 

3  tithes 


loS  LfeTTERS   FROM    SPAIN. 

tkhes  and  devotional  donations.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  lands  are  entailed  upon  a 
few  mdyorajgos^  or  belong  to  thofe  who 
are  too  poor  to  cultivate  with  advantage ; 
now  it  is  obvious,  that  few.  of  thefe  three 
clafTes  Will  improve  their  lands,  or  beftow 
any  expence  upon  them  above  what  is  abfo- 
hitely  neceflary ;  their  aforados  certainly 
cannot,  and  ftill  lefs  their  fubtenants ;  a  very 
few  only  among  the  fmaller  mayorafgos^  who 
are  obliged,  from  poverty,  to  live  at  home, 
and  fome  Creoles  when  they  can  find  any 
land  to  buy,  which  is  very  feldom,  can 
ever  be  expedled  to  improve  their  eflates : 
money,  in  other  hands,  can  be  of  Ihtle^ 
fervice  to  the  country,  as  little  or  no  land 
can  come  to  market;  and  people  will  not 
rifk  their  capitals  in  any  fchemes  of  manu- 
fadure  or  great  improvement  under  fuch 
a  government. 

As  to  the  taxes  here,  though  this  pro- 
vince has  compounded  with  government 
for  fome  of  the  ;noft  oppreffive,  the  re- 
mainder are  found  to  be  very  diftreiling  j 
which  is  alfo  aggravated  by  the  rigorous 

and 
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and  often  arbitrary  manner  of  levying  air 
duties  in  this  country^  and  by  the  habitual 
corruption  and  diflionefty  of  thofe  em- 
ployed not  only  in  that  department,  but 
indeed  in  almeft  every  public  employ- 
ment :  perhaps  it  muft  be  fo,  "whtrt, 
there  is  no  fyftem  of  control  from  the 
reprefehtatives  of  the  people.  But  they 
are,  neverthelcfs,  quite  embarrafled  in  this 
province  with  aumberiefs  laws  and  re- 
gulations, and  hence  with  eternal  law-fuits« 
We  may  here  fee  how  conceited  and  offici- 
ous legiflators,  even  with  good  intentions, 
may  regulate  away  all  the  powers  and  de^ 
fires  of  men  to  improve :  the  people  will 
only  do  it  in  their  own  way ;  when  forced 
into  any  other,  they  will  probably  foon 
negleft  it.  Such  feems  to  have  been  the 
progreffive  decay  of  induftry  in  thefc 
countries. 


The  poor  xsiggcd  galleg^s  are,  however, 
rather  induftrious  in  their  ignorant  and 
coarfe  way*^  They  are  frugal  to  a  degree 
of  mifery,  and  efpecially  the  women  :  who 
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likewife  perform  the  hardeft  labour  in  the 
fields,  as  frequently  as  the  men,  or  more  fo* 
They  drive  the  cart,  they  plow,  and  carry 
the  manure  where  it  is  to  be  hdd,  often  in 
their  arms,  fpreadiiig  it  with  their  hands 
inftead  of  a  dung-fork. 

The  civilization  of  almoft  every  country 
might  be  meafured  by  the  refpe£t  ftiown 
and  employment  allotted  the  female  part 
of  fociety :  in  favage  life,  the  women  are 
held  in  the  moft  laborious  and  abjeft'  ftate 
of  bondage  j  and  in  the  higheft  ftate  of 
civilization,  they  feem  to  govern  the  world : 
in  the  one,  they  labour  and  carry  burdens 
for  their  tyrants  the  men ;  and  in  the  other, 
they  fit  ftill  and  direfl:  them  as  their 
humble  flaves ;  and  in  that  fituation,  are 
very  apt,  like  all  human  beings^  to  indulge 
in  pernicious  delicacy  and  idlenefs,  which 
lead,  by  degrees,  to  noxious  vices  and  de- 
pravity: or  rather,  we  men  indulge  them, 
and  do  all  we  can  to  fpoil  their  natural, 
active,  and  ufeful  difpofitions,  and  are 
the  real  authors  of  all  that  debility  and 

corrup- 
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corruption  of  manners  for  which  they  are 
fo  often  blamed.  But  even  in  the  moft 
diflbliite  ftate  of  fociety,  women  do  not  often 
break  loofe  entirely,  nor  go  fo  far  in  vice  as 
the  men,  but  often  (erve  as  fome  reftraint  ta 
keep  them  within  bounds, ,  A  wife  govern- 
ment would  endeavour  at  fome  juft  medium 
between  thofe  extremes :  that  medium  will 
be  found  to  confift,  I  believe,  in  the  moft 
perfect  equality  that  is  practicable  between 
the  fexes,  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfonal 
rights,  eminence,  edtication ;  and  the  ap- 
ptdaches  to  that  equality  may  ferve  as  indi- 
cations of  perfection  in  fociety  and  govern- 
zneliti 
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LETTER    XII. 

i 

Chimneys^        Windows.       Trees. 

Religion. 


Tbefk 


TRIFLES  often  become  of  confe- 
quence,  according  to  circumftances, 
and  may  ferve,  as  well  as  more  im- 
portant things,  to  fhew  the  charader 
and  ftate  of  a  nation.  The  want  of 
chimnies  in  this  country,  which  is  moun- 
tainous, and  fometimes  very  cold,  i^  not  a 
little  diftreffing  to  us  in  our  family  way  of 
living;  and  thence  you  may  guefs  how 
little  they  are  advanced  in  the  conveniencies 
or  luxuries  of  life.  We  have  been  obliged 
to  build  a  kind  of  a  chimney  in  a  corner, 
but  it  coft  us  great  trouble  to  get  the  work-  ' 
men  to  comprehend  and  execute  the  work : 
many  of  the  inhabitants  come  now  on  pur- 
jpofe  to  fee  it.  In  fome  of  their  towns,  it  is 
but  of  latq  that  the  boys  and  populace  have 

left 


LETTERS    FROM   SPAIN.  113 

left  off  breaking  the  glafs  windows  when- 
ever any  body  ventured  to .  ufe  them  :  ia 
other  places,  they  have  deftroyed  all  the 
trees  and  ftatues  of  the  public  walks. 
Hence  we  fee  how  difficult  it  is  to  improve 
the  favage  man,  or  to  entice  him  even  into 
common  decency  and  cleanlinefs.  It  has 
coft  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  oppofition 
from  the  people  in  Madrid,  to  admit  the 
late  improvements  in  the  police  and  com- 
forts of  their  town,  and  from  their  gene- 
ral averfion  to  cleanlinefs,  to  prevent 
their  dirtying  th«  ftreets  from  wanton- 
nefs  and  bad  habits* 

I  believe  that  which  contributes  moft  to 
j^ut  us  out  of  humour  at  times  with  thefe 
miferable  gallegos,  is  their  pilfering  fo 
frequently  'every  thing  from  our  houfe 
and  garden;  and  we  can  hardly  find 
any  body  here  who  has  our  fenfe  of  the 
meannefs  and  turpitude  of  this  thievifh 
difpofition^  Their  neighbours,  the  Portu- 
guefe,  are,  ftill  greater  thieves  if  poffible. 
One  would  think  the  lower  clafles  in  thcfe 
countries  all  accomplices,  or  that  tacitly  ap-* 

Vol.  II,  I  poving 
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proving  of  theft,  they  were  detefinincd  to 
keep  one  another  in  countenance.  It  is  fo 
common,  that  nobody  feems  very  milch 
afhamed  of  it ; — or  of  a  gatol,  which  is 
fcarccly  confidered  a  puniftiment.  Though 
their  prifons  arc  fhocking  naufeous  dun- 
geons, their  ovirn  houfes  and  way  of  life 
are  fo  little  better,  that  they  feem  to 
live  in  them  with  as  little  fliame  and 
regret  as  at  home.  Such  are  the  fubje£ls 
of  arbitrary  governments.  The  ufual  and 
moft  approved  remedy  here  for  recovering 
ftolen  goods  is,  by  applying  to  the  father 
Confeflbr,  who  often  fucceeds,  and  Wings 
them  to  you,  on  condition  of  no  queftions 
being  alked,  and  no  farther  difcovery  being 
made* 

It  is  a  bad  wind  that  blows  no  good* 
We  muft  take  the  good  with  the  bs^d 
in  all  human  inilitutions,  be  thatikAiI, 
and  not  condemn  the  whole  becaufe  a 
part  is  imperfect.  It  feems  fortunate  that, 
even  in  the  worft  regulated  focieties^  there 
are  ftill  fome  who  have  a^  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  worft  of  the  people.     But 

when 
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when  government  permitted  fo  much  po- 
litical influence  to  an  exclufive  religion, 
they  gave  themfelves  a  mafter  with  whom 
they  could  never  afterwards  contend.  The 
facred  feal  of  confeflion  was  admirably 
contrived  to  complete  the  fyftem  of  church 
power  and  influence.  I  am  often,  on  re- 
flexion, afl:oniflied  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Proteftant  reformation,  againft  fuch  an  art- 
ful and  well  eftabliflied  power.  It  would 
have  been  impoflSble,  if  the  Inquifition 
had  been  then  completely  efl:ablifhed 
throughout  Chriftendom.  Reafon  and 
philofophy  would  probably  always  have 
been  cold  and  feeble  opponents  to  eccle- 
fiaftic  authority.  Nothing  but  its  own 
arms  could  have  been  fuccefsful  againft 
it.  Ont  enthufiafm  may  fometimes  be 
effedually,  oppofed  to  another,  but  no- 
thing elfe  i  and  the  new,  while  young 
and  vigorous,  will  often  beat  the  old 
and  eftabliflied.  Hence,  you  may  be  fure, 
we  have  not  yet  done -with  religious  rer 
volutibn. 

But  this  pretended  remedy  for  theft,  and 

other  crimes,  is  plainly  calculated  to  pro- 

I  2  mote 
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mote  th$  power  of  Holy  Church,  and 
is  very  fit  for  the  purpofe.  It  operates  as 
a  palliative  for  preient  relief,  and  tends  to 
encourage  and  maintain,  more  than  to  ex- 
tirpate or  diminifti,  the  fource  of  the  evil^ 
which  will  therefore  long  continue  to  bring 
grill  to  the  church  milU 
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LETTER    XIII. 

RefleSions  on  Home^  on  Finance^  ^c* 

IN  almoft  any  country,  we  may  be  as 
happy  as  our  nature  admits,  if  we 
are  once  determined  to  make  the  beft 
of  it:  but  in  few  countries  it  is  poffible 
to  form  this  determination,  and  in  fewer 
ftill  can  we  keep  it.  A  longing  defire 
after  borne  haunts  us  every  where.  The 
purfuit  of  fome  decided  plan  may  pro- 
duce  exertions  that  employ  and  fill  up 
the  mind,  as  well  in  one  place  as  ano- 
ther. But  thofe  who,  as  you  fay,  pretend 
to  make  no  difference  between  places,  and 
to  be  always  equally  happy  in  all,  mufl 
either  want  feeling,  tafte,  or  veracity ;  or 
they  muft  have  acquired  a  degree  of  floical 
apathy  which  I  do  not  underfland.  With 
jne,  I  muft  confefs  a  great  partiality  and 
Sifre<^ion  for  every  thing  belonging  to  owe 

I  3  nativ? 
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native  land  feems  to  increafe  tvith  time  and 
diftance,  to  a  degree  which  you  cannot  at 
home  feel  or  conceive.  The  fight  of 
every  Englifh  face  is  a  treat  to  me. 

We  are  not  always  aware  of  the  motives 
that  influence  or  produce  our  adions  and 
opinions.  In  fuch  a  difpofition  of  mind, 
I  am  perhaps  too  often  in  the  humour  to 
curfe  this  dirty  country,  and  to  doubt 
whether  any  thing  in  it  be  worth  writing 
to  you  about.  I  then  recall  my  thoughts 
from  home,  look  round,  and^  find  that 
the  knowledge  of  error  and  fuperfti- 
tion,  the  eflTeds  of  tyranny,  civil  and .  re-* 
ligious,  are  of  confequence,  though  gene- 
rally confidered  as  QQmmon-pIace,  and 
charitably  overlooked  by  moft  travellers^ 
You  know  my  opinion^  that  more  impor- 
tant leiTons  ane  frequently  tq  be  drawn  from- 
the  errors  than  from  the  knowledge.  oS 
others. 

So  farfrotxi  defpiflng  the  natural  yerfatillty 
of  mind  given  to  man,  he  ought  rather  to  re- 
joice, jdi^t  he  is  capable  offuch^afy  tranfitions^ 

from 
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from)  painful  anxiety  and  vexation^  to  eafe 
aad  tranquillity ;  that  he  can  fo  foon  be  re- 
conciled to  hifr  (ituntion^  and  forget  his 
misfortunes;  and  that  the  wretch  of  to- 
day,  may  be  happy  to-morrow,  without 
any  change  of  outward  circumftances. 
So  foon  as  we  have  recovered  that 
ineftimable  bleffing,  good  humour,  we 
fee  with  different  eyes ;  objeds  change 
their  appearance  and  hue.  I  can  then 
very  well  agree  with  your  fpeculative 
friend,  and  admit  that  there  muft  be  fome^ 
thing  worth  obferving  every  where,  and 
that  even  the  poor  nafty  people  who  now 
furround  us,  may  excite  the  attention  of 
a  philofopher.  I  am,  however,  fo  far  re- 
covered from  the  vexation  of  our  late  rob- 
beries, and  fome  other  ill  ufage,  that  I. 
find  myfelf  again  beginning  to  be  amufed 
with  trifles.  We  are  juft  going  to  St,  Jago,. 
the  capital  of  the  province  and  of  their 
fuperftition,  where  we  may  contemplate 
the  power  of  the  church,  the  diffolute 
manners  of  her  fons,  or  hear  fon^e  of  her 
good  mufic, 

I  4  But 
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But  you  wiftied  for  information  con-r 
cerning  Spaniflh.  finance.  You  will  find 
accounts  of  it  already  publifhed,  fufficiently 
coj:re£t  for  your  purpofe ;  fo  that  I  fhall 
only  give  you  fom?  general  ideas  and  re- 
flections. 

Their   whole  fyftem  then  of  taxatlon^j 
or  finance,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  colleftion 
of  abufes  founded  on  ignorance  and  op- 
preflion ;  fo   much  fo,    that    all   attempts 
to   improve  the    country    will    be    vain, 
till  they  h^ve  changed  the  whole  plan  and 
principles  of  their   finance,  as  well  as  of 
their  policy  and  religion.     But  their  igno- 
rance of  the  true  principles  of  national  re- 
venue  and  profperity'  leads  me    to  think, 
that  if  they  could  be  brought  to  change,  it 
would  be  for  the  worfe.    They  have  talked 
of  that  French  chimera,  the  droit  ufiique^ 
which  they  might  be  romantic  enough  tq 
adopt,  find  themfelves  difappointed,  then 
return  to  their  old  methods  of  taxation,  and 
never  difcover  all  the  while  that  both  were 
fallacious. 

Their 
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Their  taxes,   like   many  other  of  their 
cuftoms    and    regulations,    are   either    of 
Moorifh  origin,^   derit^ed  from   the    moft 
oppreflive  feudal  times,  or  built  upon  the 
worft   of  modiern   principles.      You   will 
find,  that   the  chief  part  of  the   revenue 
arifes,    ill.    From  the  milliones^  which  is 
a  tax  on  feveral   forts  of  provifions,  and 
the  neceflaries  of    life :    ^dly.  From   the 
duana  or   cuftoms :    3dly,  The  Jiete  ren-^ 
tillas-:  4thly,  From  the  fait :    5thly,  From 
the   bullion  arifing  from  the  mines,  when 
imported,  and  when  exported  j  and  6thly, 
From  the  tobacco,  the  coUedion  of  which 
tax  alone  is  faid  to  employ  above  70,000 
people.     But  the  moft  oppreflive,  though 
far  from  the  moft  productive,  of  all  their 
taxes   is,  the  Akavala  :  which  is  an  im- 
poft  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  per  cent,  on 
every  fale  of  almoft  every  thing;  fo  that  five 
or    fix   fales   double  the  price.      By  this 
they  have  baniflied  trade  and  manufaftures 
from  their  country.     They  loft  the  United 
Provinces  by  endeavouring  to  force  this  tax 
on  them,  after  the  meafure  of  oppreflion 
>¥a8  full.     They  now  'know  it  to  be  quite 

fufiicicai 
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fufEcient  of  itfelf  to  ruin  the  country,  and 
keep  down  the  commerce  and  induftry  of 
any  nation ;  we  may  therefore  fuppofe 
it  is  continued  for  that  purpofe.  The 
whole  ordinary  revenue  is  fuppofed  ta 
amount  to  about  four  millions  fterling,  and 
I  believe  cannot  be  much  increafed ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  replete  with  many  important  and 
miichievous  confequences. 

What  you  formerly  obferved  is  a^propot 
to  our  fubjeft,  and  fhould  not  be  loft,  viz* 
That  the  natural  progreffion  of  induftry  has 
not  only,  almoft  every  where,  been  ob-^ 
ftru<3:ed  by  the  carelefs  rapacity  of  govern* 
ments,  but  often  by  the  very  regulations 
ofEcioufly  meant  to  promote  it  \  oae  fpe- 
cies  of  induftry  has  been  encouraged  to  die 
ruin  of  others  more  ufeful  j  every  Ifiep 
they  took  tended  to  curtail  natural  liberty 
without  any  equivalent  advantage.  Such 
have  been  moft  of  the  laws  eftablHhing 
corporations  and  monopolies,  and  regur 
lating  apprenticefhips  J  taxes  on  work, 
workmen,  fales,   and  returns,  oa  exports 

and 
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and  importSjj  &c.  by  which  all  the  ciccula- 
tion  has  been  led  through  a  channel  where 
it  could  not  have  the  moil  advantageous  ef- 
fedts,^  the  revenue  of  the  ftate.  By  their 
foolifh  andfelfifti  fyftems  of  balance  of  trade, 
every  nation  has  endeavoured  to  impoveriih 
its  neighbours^  as  if  with  a  view  to  pre- 
vent their  becoming  happy  and  induftrious^ 
and  thereby  profitable  cuftenief s :  con- 
fidering  mqney  as  real  riches,  though  only 
a  very  equivocal  fign  of  them,  they  are 
cutting  down  the  tree  to  get  at  the  fruit. 

Moft  pf  thefe  falfe  principles  and  preju- 
dices ftill  exift  here  in  their  full  vigour ; 
nay,  many  of  them  originated  and  fpread 
from  hence,  when  this  was  a  leading  na- 
tion in  Europe  j  and  their  grafping,  felfifli 
plans  of  commerce  and  colonization  have 
been  but  too  much  imitated  by  other  na- 
tions. 

After  all,  confidering  the  expence  attend- 
ing modern  governments,  and  the  prefent 
ftate  of  moft  countries,  the  beft  remedy 
is  but   a  bad    one,    vi?.     A   little   more 

Ikill 
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Ikill  and  artifice  in  laying  and  levying  the 
taxes,  which  not  only  muft  ftill  exift,  but 
are  thenee  incrcafed ;  and  the  freeft  and 
richeft  governments  are  thus  tempted  to 
go  as  much  too  far  as  the  pooreft  delpot. 
The  two  grand  obj'eds  to  be  attended  to,  are 
firft  to  enrich  the  people,  and  then  to  lay 
the  taxes  equally  :  but,  alas !  how  few  men 
pr  minifters  are  capable  of  either ! 
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LETTER    XIV. 

Andalufta.     Cadiz.     Tirade  to  the  Colonics^ 

Laws  of  Ports. 

To  Mr.  T. 

I  MEAN  now  to  give  you  a  fliort  ac- 
count of  a  long  journey,  from  one 
extremity  of  Spain  to  thq  other;  from 
Gibraltar,  by  way  of  Madrid,  to  Co-' 
runna,  which  you  may  find  interrupt- 
ed by  occafional  refleftions,  a  V ordinaire. 
Your  favourite  province  of  Andalufia  may 
often  prove  the  moft  interefting  part  of 
a  journey  through  Spain,  both  on  ac- 
count of  the  peculiar  humour,  dialed, 
wit,  and  urbanity  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
(provided  you  ,  have  only  Spanilh  ideas  of 
riches  and  plenty)  on  accouilt  of  the  com- 
parative affluence  of  the  country.  But  to 
an  Englifhman,  if  we  except  the  few  rich 

plains 
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perfonal  improvements  of,  the  people  here^ 
elpeciaily  of  the  jniddling  and  better  fort, 
I  think  is  obvious,  and  has  been  progreflSve 
even  within  my  memory. 

This  is  now  almoft  the  only  thriving 
place  in  Spain,  and  its  trade  is  faid  to  have 
increafed  of  late  a  million  of  dollars  an- 
nually. But  to  me  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt, 
whether  the  riches  of  this  town  are  advan- 
tageous to  the  nation.  The  trade  to  the 
colonies,  which  is  entirely  confined  to  this 
port,  thrcmvs  all  the  riches  and  luxury  of 
the  kingdom  into  one  part,  while  the  reft 
is  ftarved.  The  country  is  equally  drained 
of  its  inhabitants,  by  their  flocking  to  the 
new  world,  to  which  their  idlenefs  and 
poverty  have  taught  them  to  turn  their 
.hopes  and  attention,  inftead  of  minding 
their  bufinefs,  and  endeavouring  to  acquire 
that  eafe  and  comfort  at  home,  which  they 
in  vain  feek  in  new  Spain. 

Some  of  thefe  evils  feem  to  hate  engaged 
the  attention  of  government;  and  as  a 
remedy,  the  commerce  of  this  port  is  in- 

8  tended 
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tended   to  be    divided    between  thirteen 

more  :  but  I  doubt  the  remedy  will  .be  in- 

effeftual,  or    produce    other   evils.      The 

wife  ones  fuppofe,    that   by  this  divifion 

more  money,  and  a  greater  portion  of  the 

freights    and    profits  of  their  trade,  will 

remain  in    the   country :    fo    much    the 

worfe.    The  Spaniards  attempt  more  bufi- 

nefs  thin  they  have  capital  or  hands   to 

manage  well ;  the  nation  has  hitherto  fur- 

niflied  little  elfe  to  its  own  trade,  than  a 

place  of  rendezvous  and'depofit  for  ftran- 

gers;  yet,   even  from  this,  there  remains 

more  money  in  the  country  than  does  it 

good.     The  abundance  of  money  in  Spain 

has  had  the  moft  pernicious  effects  ;  as  it 

has  increafed,  every  thing  elfe  is  become 

dear  and  fcarce,  induflry  has  diminifhed, 

and  manufactures  have  difappeared ;  fo  that 

Montefquieu's  queftions  are  now  fufficiently 

anfwered  by  experience,  viz.   "  Whether 

**  money,  in  too  great  abundance,  will  not 

"  always   have  thfi  efFeds  it   has  had  in 

"  Spain?''    And,  "Whether  the    money 

**  trade  with  its  colonies  cjin  ever  be  bene- 

"  ficial  to  that  country  ?" 

Vox.  IL  K  While 
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While  this  is  the  cafe,  extending  a  fyftem 
in  which  the  eVils  predominate,  can  hardty 
prove  a  remedy,  but  the  contrary.  Thofo 
evils  will  be  extended  and  increa£e^,  and 
may  ftill  overpower  the  advantages.  Varioua 
abufes  and  frauds  will  multiply  with  the 
occaiions,  with  the  increafe  of  offices 
and  of  money,  and  with  the  drain  of 
people. 

I  know  of  no  fufEcient  remedy  for  this,^ 
excepting  religious  toleration,  and  the  en- 
couragement of  ftrangers ;  nor  of  any 
power  that  could  repeople  and  reftore  their 
country,  without  a  free  and  gradual  ad- 
miflion  of  foreigners ;  but  then  this,  would 
change  their  whole  fyftem  of  government, 
religion,  and  commerce,  which  is  too 
much  to  be  expe<3:ed  or  attempted  at 
once.  .  Unfortunately  for  them,  even  their 
learned  and  wife  men  flill  retain  much  of 
the  vulgar  jealoufy  of  admitting  ftrangers 
to  fettle  and  grow  rich  in  their  country,, 
which  is  juft  what  they  want  moft» 

vThe  Spaniards,  or  their  Creoles,  are  by 
no  means  bad  matters  j  on  the  contrary, 

they 
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they  are  perhaps  too  indulgent,  fo  that 
their  (laves  and  domeflics  become  idle  and 
inddlent.  The  defedt  is  not  in  the  indivi- 
duals, but  in  the  conftitution  of  their  go- 
vernment, which  is  certainly  not  framed 
fo  as  to  reform  itfelf :  that  can  only  be 
done  by  a  very  great  prince,  by  a  Lycur- 
gus,  a  political  hero,  fuch  as  modern  times 
do  not  produce  ;  one  who  could  relinquifh 
half  his  own  power,  and  who  fhould  know 
every  thing. 

It  would  almoft  require  a  miracle  to 
open  their  eyes;  and  till  that  is  done, 
there  is  but  little  hope  of  their  opening 
their  trade,  or  of  their  relinquifliing 
their  oppreflive  fyftems  of  duties  and  re* 
ftraints,  fo  as  to  make  it  profitable  enough 
for  individuals  to  fupply  each  other  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  with  bulky  goods  and  mate-: 
rials,  which  is  almoft  the  only  kind  of 
commerce  beneficial  to  a  country,  leaving 
all  the  various  trades  and  ijianufaftories  to 
find  their  own  places,  and  to  balance  them- 
felves  ;  and  there  is  ftill  lefs  hope  of  their 
opening  their  ports  or  colonies  to  foreigners, 
and  of  their  entering  into  fome  competi- 

K  3  tioQ 
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tion  with  other  nations,  though  the  only 
way  t6  awaken  induftry;  nor  is  there 
much  hope  of  their  foon  procuring  or  per- 
ceiving the  right  form  of  government,  on 
which  all  this  depends :  we  are  forry  to 
find  that  even  Campomanes  feems  hardly 
fenfible  of  thefe  great  leading  principles  of 
trade  and  national  profperity;  and  as  to 
the  reft  of  the  nation,  they  are  yet  difput- 
ing  whether  the  barbarous  and  monopoliz- 
ing mode  of  exclufive  companies  be  not  the 
beft  way  of  trading  to  their  own  colonies. 
You  may  confider  how  far  they  are  behind, 
and  have  yet  to  go* 

But  I  am  forgetting  fome  other  remarks 
I  had  to  make  on  this  place.  The  fea  will 
probably  in  time  work  its  way  through 
it,  near  the  piart  where  the  new  cathedral 
ftands,  unlefs  they  conftrudt  better  works 
for  breaking  the  force  of  the  waters,  and 
flope  the  banks  properly,  like  thofe  of  the 
Dutch  for  fuch  purpofeJj.  And  this  cathe- 
dral will  probably  never  be  finiflied,  for 
another  reafon  :  the  funds,  or  taxes,  al- 
lotted for  the  work,  are  to  continue  till  it 

Ihall 
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fliall  be  completeci,  which  the  managers 'vcill 
therefore  find  means  always  to  poftpone  *. 

The  pubKc  is  eafily  cheated  in  fuch 
countries,  and  there  is  nobody  to  take  its 
part  here,  except  fometimes  the  king :  but 
even  he  has  feldom  power  fafficient  to  do  ' 
it  effectually^  Any  impx^fition  or  abufe, 
once  eftablifhed  on  the  firm  bafis  of  the 
iatereft  of  any  powerful  body  of  men, 
becomes  thence  almoft  immovable. 

In  every  fea-port  perhaps  in  the  world, 
there  are  fome  cuftomary  mitigations  of 
the  duties  payable  to  the  ftate.  This, 
from  bribery  and  connivance,  is  often  gra- 
dually carried  to  extremes.  Here,  from 
the  exorbitant  and  ill-judged  impofitions 
on  merchandize,  ordered  by  a  government, 
conftitutionally  ignorant  and  carelefs,  all 
parties,  by  a  kind  of  mutual  confent,  had 
agreed  in  making  this  allowance  very 
confiderable  ;  infomuch  that  not  above 
half  the  impofed  duties  were  probably 
levied,  which  was  more  for  the  advantage 

*  The  Duomo  at  Milan  has  been  building  thefe  thoufand 
years«  and  is  noi  yet  finiflied,  perhaps  for  the  fame  reafons. 
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o£  the  trade  and  of  the  crown,  than  if 
the  whole  had  been  taken.  In  no  coun-f 
try  was  there  ever  a  better  underftanding 
between  the  executive  officers  of  govern- 
ment and  the  men  of  bufinefs :  indeed, 
without  it,  bufinefs  could  not  perhaps  be 
carried  on  at  all.  A  new  and  rigid  ad- 
miniftrator  here,  neverthelefs,  infills  on 
levying  the  whole  of  the  duties  as  order- 
ed by  the  ftate.  This  is  faid  to  be  im- 
poffijble  :  however,  he  goes  on  in  the  rigid 
execution  of  his  impra6ticablq  proje£k ; 
and  we  had  the  mortification  to  fee  fome 
of  his  bonfires  of  fine  EngUflx  goods, 
great  quantities  of  which  he  has  lately 
caufed  to  be  feized  and  burnt  according 
to  their  laws,  for  not  having  p^id  all 
thofe  imprad:icable  impofitions  *,  In- 
deed, the  duties  fliould  now  be  lower- 
ed, for  feveral  reafons  common  to  all 
trade,  and  for  fome,  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try. In  their  new  ports,  trade  will  other- 
wife  meet  withinfurmountable  obftrudlions  j 
and  their  fubjeds  at  home  fliould,  at  leaft, 

*  It  was,  however>  foon  found  ne^flaiy  to  remove  ^is 

*  adminiHrator. 
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be  put  on  a  footing  with  their  colonics, 
who  have  been  much  favoured  of  late. 

Men,  when  left  to  themfelves,  will  often 
fall  into  methods  or  expedients  beft  fuited 
to  their  own  fituation :  mitigating  or 
evading  bad  laws  by  common  cohfent,  we 
frequently  fee  praCtifed  in  many  other  parts 
of  the  world  j  which,  on  the  whole,  is  cer- 
tainly better  than  a  ftridt  obfervance  of  them, 
let  the  lawyers  fay  what  they  will.  When 
a  law  is  commonly  evaded,  it  is  a  fign 
of  its  being  a  bad  one  ;  and  fuch  evafion 
becoming  general,  indicates  a  defective 
legiflature  more  ftrongly  perhaps  than  a 
corrupted  people*  The  general  dread  and 
abhorrence  of  the  laws,  and  of  all  who 
are  concerned  in  their  execution,  fo  re- 
markable in  this  country,  fhew  that  fome- 
thing  muft  be  amifs.  The  people  muft 
have  fome  reafon  to  fear  injuftice,  from 
the  nature  or  adminiftration  of  thofe  laws. 
We  fhould  not  be  furprifed  to  find  their 
minds  and  opinions  depraved  and  erroneous^ 
when  either  to  follow  or  to  oppofe  their 
natural  guides  and  criterion,  church  and 
fiate,  may  equally  lead  them  wrong. 

K4 
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LETTER    XV. 

Virtue,    public    and  private.      Reformersm 
Abufes.     MjiJieries. '  Government, 

To  Mr.  A.  J. 

Cadix. 

THE  general  complaint,  tHat  tlie  world 
degenerates,  cannot  always  be  juft. 
Yet  in  the  progrefs  of  civilization  we  may 
conceive  it  to  decline  in  morals,  as  it  im- 
proves  in  arts  and  fciences.  Public  and 
private  virtue  feem  now  to  be  difFercnt, 
and  do  not  neceffarily  exift  together.  A 
man,  without  lofing  his  good  name,  may 
commit  a6ls  to  cheat  government,  the  public, 
or  the  people,  which  were  he  to  attempt 
^on  a  friend  would  eternally  clifgrace  him. 
Thefe  diftindlions  are  very  ftr iking  here. 
We  find  many  honourable  and  valuable 
private  characters,  but  few  of  them  in 
public  employ;    perhaps,  when    once  in 

o£Gce, 
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office,  they  are  either  obliged  to  go  with 
the  tide,  or  in  fome  degree  are  neceflarily 
corrupted  by  the  very  nature  of  power. 
I  think  we  have  feldom  found  many 
of  our  friends,  or  even  ourfelves,  remaia 
quite  the  fame  after  preferment  as 
before.  When  public  virtue  is  not  in 
/aftiion,  private  integrity  will  hardly  ftem 
the  tide  of  corruption.  Moft  modem  re- 
formers are  a  kind  of  conceited  and 
partial  little  reformatori  di  Jiato^  who  do 
more  .harm  than  good,  like  thid  Cadix  ad-  . 
miniftrator,  whofe  fmall  part,  taken*  differ- 
ently from  the  reft,  feryes  only  more 
to  difconcert  the  whole  ;  they  generally 
diftrefs  rather  than  reform,  and  inter- 
rupt  more  than  they  forward :  an  Inter- 
ruption in  one  part  of  the  public  bufmefs 
may  affect  the  whole. 

It  requires  great  wifdom,  as  well  as 
dexterity,  to  mend  any  of  the  wheels 
of  fociety.  You  cannot  ftop  the  machine, 
but  muft  watch  and  follow  its  motions, 
fo  as  to  repair  it  by  gentle  means, — by 
general  laws  which  may   gradually  and 

quietly 
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quietly  execute  themfelves.  The  young 
and  precipitate  arc  apt  to  fancy  every  im* 
provement  pra£ticable,  even  without  vratch- 
iug  proper  occafions,  which  occur  but 
rarely/  They  feucy  that  truth,  fcience, 
and  found  principles,  can  do  every  thing, 
and  muft  always  prevail  with  mankind, 
without  confidering  their  charadler,  •  and 
jhe  condition  of  fociety.  This  is  rather  a 
rpfpedable  error.  Bold  and  precipitate  re- 
jformers  are  fometimes  neceff^ry  and  fuc- 
cefsful  on  certain  great  aud  difficult  oc- 
cafions. 

The  roots  of  moft  eftabliflied  abufes  lie 
deep.  Lopping  off  branches  is  doing  no- 
thing, for  others  will  fpring  from  the  fame 
ftem.  Sometimes  the  whole  ftem  muft  be 
rooted  up,  and  another  planted.  But  fuch 
violent  innovations  are  not  to  be  effedted  in 
times  of  tranquillity,  or  they  would  coft 
more  than  the  value,  in  different  kinds  of 
deftrudlion,  in  undeferved  fufferings  and 
derangements.  JSuch  a  reform  muft  begin 
at  the  head,  the  fource  of  all  government. 

Countries 
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Countries  fo  loaded  with  political  evils  as 
this,  invite  the  mind  tp  political  fpeculation. 
Here  we  can  ftudy  bad  government,  and 
trace  the  whole  chain  of  its  pernicious  t£r 
fe£ts;  no  unprofitable  ftudy,  if  properly 
purfued  and  applied.  We  liiay  fee  how 
one  falfe  principle  produces  innumerable 
evils  not  to  be  forefeen  by  human  wifdom ; 
how  one  abufe  opens  the  door  to  many 
others.  They  hang  as  neceflarily  together 
as  a  ftring  of  Hes;  and  an  erroneous  fyftem 
once  eftablifhed  feems  immovable,  as  fo 
niany  are  interefted  In  fupporting  its  abufes  j 
and  hence  even  the  worft  fyftems  of  govern- 
ment find  many  advocates. 

Arts  and  focicty  cannot  advance  with  pro- 
per celerity,  till  myftery  is  banifhed  from 
every  art  and  fubjeft.  Knowledge  muft  be 
fimplified  and  laid  open  to  public  inveftiga- 
tion,  when  falfity  and  nonfcnfe  will  be  rea- 
dily diflitiguifhed  from  truth  and  fcienqe, 
and  gradually  abandoned  as  ufeleft.  We 
rriay  then  work  in  open  day,  and  depend 
on  mutual  afliftance  and  forbearance,  more 
than  on  any  arts  of  deceiving  each  other. 

We 
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We  muft  fuppofe  men  a  little  better  than 
they  are,  in  order  to  make  them  fo.  Treat 
them  with  confidence,  and  they  will  endea- 
vour to  deferve  it. 

But  I  find  I  have  been  led  on  from  one 
thing  to  another,  to  fill  up  my  letter  with 
fpeculations,  fo  that  it  may  now  feem  tedi- 
ous to  exemplify  my  doctrine,  as  I  intend- 
ed, by  the  affairs  and  cafes  here  that 
fuggefted  thefe  rjsfleftions,  and  to  which 
they  apply.  Bad  governments  are  full  of 
ufeful  leflbns  and  inftru£tion ;  but  by- 
ftanders  principally  fee  the  game.  The 
natives,  happily  perhaps  for  them,  dif- 
cover  little  of  it,  and  feldom  perceive  the 
extent  of  their  own  depreffion,  or  the  depth 
of  their  fall. 

The  •  art  or  fcience  of  legiflation  has 
made  but  little  prpgrefs  in  thofe  coun- 
tries where  the  Roman  laws  have  been 
adopted.  That  which  is  borrowed  is  not 
probably  fo  proper  for  us,  or  fo  capable  of 
improvement,  as  that  which  grows  up  in- 
digenous in  the  country.  Better  make 
new,  or  m,end  the  old,  than  borrow  what 

does 


LETTERS    FROM    SPAIN,  141 

does  not  fit  us,  unlefs  we  firft  cut  it,  fo  as 
to  make  it  fit.  There  is  hardly  a  legifla- 
ture  now  in  the  world  that  deferves  the 
title,  except  our  own  j  nor  any  other  that 
is  forced  to  attend  to  the  interefts  of  all 
ranks  and  claffes  of  people. 

The  praftice  of  the  law  is  almoft 
every  where  elfe  defedive  or  tyrannical, 
either  under  or  over  the  mark.  You 
know  their  fecret  and  unfair  modes  of 
examination,  and  that  here  every  judge 
feems  a  fevere  and  inexorable  tyrant, 
rather  than  a  tender,  humane,  and  benevo- 
lent friend  to  mercy,  and  to  the  prifoners, 
\vrhich  he  appears  to  be  in  our  courts 
of  law  J  and  yet  I  believe  our  courts 
difpatch  more  bufmefs,  and  do  more 
rigid  juftice.  s    . 

I  might,  perhaps,  tell  you  more  of 
their  laws,  but  muft  confefs  my  inability 
ancj  want  of  time  for  that,  and  feveral 
other  points  that  1  could  wifh  to  attend 
to  :  each  ;would  require  a  particular  ftudy 
and  encjiiiry,  and  life  is  too  fliort  for 
them  all.     The  chief  laws  are,  i,  Los  del 

fuero 
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fuero  jufgo^  compiled  in  the  times  of  ttelr 
Gothic  kings,  ffom  old  ufages,  and  partly 
from  the  Theodofiin  code,  orders  of  kings 
and  councils,  &c.  2.  Lxifdejitte  partidas^ 
c0lle(2ed  by  Frederick  III.  and  publiflied 
by  his  fon  Alphonfo  X.  the  aftronomer, 
3.  Las  Icyes  de  Tozo^  on  criminal  matters^ 
mayorafgos,  &c.  The  popes  have  taken 
advantage  of  their  confufion,  as  ufual,  to 
extend  the  papal  jurifdidion :  though  there 
appears,  of  late,  fome  difpofition  in  govern- 
ment to  reftrain  their  power.  I  believe 
you  will  not  find  thefe,  nor  many  other 
laws,  to  be  much  better  for  being  old :  nor 
do  many  of  their  more  modern  edids  and 
pragmatics  fhow  any  great  progrefs  of  im- 
provement in  legillation :  but  I  know'  not 
enough  of  the  fubjed:  to  be  particular,  or 
decided. 

Nations  in  general  are  too  rtiuch  bound 
by  antiquity,  and  attached  to  old  cuftoms^ 
to  improve  rapidly.  There  muft,  doubt- 
lefs,  be  fixed  principles  in  every  confHtution 
of  government  that  deferves  the  name :  but 
thefe  principles,  once  difcovered,  fliould  be 
progreffive,    and    not    ftationary.      Fixed 

laws 
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hvr^  {hould  be  diftinguifhed  from  tempo* 
rary  tegulationS|  and  gradually  afcend  fo-i' 
wards  perfeftion,  by  fteps  built  upon  dif- 
ferent aAd  comparative  experiments,  ad- 
apted to  the  natural  progrcfs  of  mankind 
in  every  thing  dfe.  Yet  when  we  venture 
on  confiderable  changes,  how  few  of 
them  prove  to  be  remedies!  This  arifes 
chiefly  from  want  of  the  above  diftin£iions, 
and  from  fuch  changes  being  introduced 
by  force,  and  not  originating  from  thofe 
who  aire  moft  concerned  in  the  event; 
being  principally  made  by  ignorant  and  in-» 
dolent  defpotifm,  which  can  never  produce 
good  laws,  fuch  as  execute  thcmfelves  from 
being  the  real  voice  and  intereft  of  a  large 
majority  of  all  concerned.  Human  wifdom 
is  unequal  to  fudden  and  violent  changes 
in  laws  and  government,  which  are  rarely 
attempted  but  in  defpotic  countries,  where 
wifdom  is  leaft  to  be  expeded.  The 
neceflity  of  every  great  reform  muft  be 
obvious,  and  long   wifhed   for,   before  it 

be  undertaken,  and   then   it  ihould  only 

* 

be  efFeded  by  gradation,  which  makes 
every  thing  eafy. 

3  Few 
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Few  have  a  right  to  confider  this  as 
common-place.  What  is  known  is  far 
from  being  fufficiently  diftufed^  and  what 
remains  to  be  difcovered,  is  confider- 
able  and  effentiaL  As  you  may  be  a 
fenator  as  well  as  a  foldier,  the  two  firft 
charad:ers  in  the  flate,  and  which,  I  think^ 
ihould  be  oftener  united,  I  wifh  you  to  'be 
a  civilian  by  times,  and  to  take  the  moft 
enlarged  views  of  mankind.  Your  (Indies, 
and  your  travels,  fliould  chiefly  .be  diredted 
to  thofe  great  objects,  and  you  ought  tp 
learn  to  negleft,  without  defpifing,  the 
trifles  that  employ  the  majority  of  the  rich, 
and  even  of  the  learned* 
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LETTER     XVI. 

Oeneral    Knowledge.      iTniverfities.     Arts. 

Travel,   Military, 

I 

\ 

MY   LORD, 

AP  E  R  S  O  N  of  your  fon's  fortune  and 
genius,  I  acknowledge,  might  and 
ought  to  attempt  a  general  acquaintance 
with  moft  fubjedls,  in  preference  to  a  more 
profound  inveftigation  of  a  few  only. 
But  for  that  purpofe  he  muft  be  left  a  good 
deal  to  his  own  courfe,  without  much  of 
the  reftraint  of  fchobl  methods  or  difcipline. 
His  quicknefs^  and  fenfibility  are  good  fymp- 
tonis,  and  n^ay  carry  him  farther  than  all 
the  powers  of  mere  application  ever  could 
go.  You  will  fee  him  much  fooner  afcend 
the  tree  of  knowledge  by  dire£twaya  of  his 
own,  than  others  by  all  their  crooked  artifi- 
cial paths  and  analytic  ladder^.  Such  minds  re- 
quire only  to  be  followed,  and  occafionally  di- 
reded,  and  are  not  to  be  blindly  led  through 
the  common  modes  of  modern  minutise* 
Though  we  ihould  always  beware  of  parea 
Vol.il  L  'tel 
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tal  partiality,  and  of  miftakirig  the  idlenefs 
and  vivacity  of  youth  for  real  genius  and 
abilities ;  I  think,  in  this  cafe,  we  are  in 
no  great  danger  of  fuch  a  miftake.  I  wifh 
you  might  find  fome  eafier  and  more  direa 
methods  of  educating  our  youth,  than  thofe 
ufually  prad:ifed  even  in  our  higheft  fchools : 
fome  other  method  is  much  wanted  to  fibc 
the  objeiSs,  and  guide  the  rapid  progrefs  of 
genius  towards  more  active  and  important 
parts  in  life. 

Thofe  monkifh  inftitutions  called  uni- 
terfitifes,  are  growing  too  old  and  unfit  for 
the  prefent  times,  and  fhould.  perhaps  be 
laid  afide  for  fomething  new  and  more 
praftical,  on  fome  fuch  plan  as  that  pro- 
pofed  by  Milton,  &c.  the  very  novelty  of 
which  might  awaken  fome  frefli  zeal  and 
fcxertion.  After  all  the  attempts  of  thcfe 
old  fraternities  to  follow  the  improvetnentft 
of  the  age,  from  the  nature  of  their  con- 
ftitution  I  fear  they  will  generally  be  too 
flow  and  too  late  ;  and  we  may  doubt  if  on 
fuch  old  foundations  there  can  be  ere^bed 
any  inftitution,  any  inode  or  fyftem  of 
education,  that  will  keep  pac^  v^ith  the 

wants 
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wants  and  progrefs  of  fociety :  though  the 
endeavours  which,  we  hear,  are  now 
employed  for  that  purpofe  are  certainly 
coma:^endable,  and  may  be  attended  with 
fome  temporary  fuccefs:  fuch  fuCcefs  is, 
however,  generally  perfonal,  and  often 
dies  with  the  reformers.  You  fee  the 
merits  of  Leydea  feemed  to  terminate  with 
Boerhaave,  and  even  thofe  of  Edinburgh 
may  gradually  difappe^r,  if  fortune  fhould 
fail  to  fupply  fucceiTors  worthy  of  their 
prefect  excellent  teachers.  I  have  often 
wondered  there  are  not  more  attempts 
among  us  to  ere£t  fome  new  {eminarie$ 
for  general  and  ufeful  knowledge,  which 
might  create  emulation  between  the  old  and 
new. — Is  there  any  hope  from  that  at 
Warrington  ? 

In  this  country  we  are  forcibly  ftruck 
with  the  neceflary  connection  of  the  arts,  on 
feeing  the  lame  progrefs  of  fome  on  account 
of  the  want  of  others.  I  cannot  therefore 
fo  readily  agree  with  you  in  fuppofing, 
that  the  ufeful  arts  4nd  trades  fhould,  or 
can  be  fuccefsfully  cultivated  in  any  nation, 
without  the  ornameutjil  qr  fine  arts;  and 
am  forry  that  fuch  opinions   are  y^t  fo 

L  2  common 
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common  among  us.  Be  aflured,  the  arts 
are  all  neceflary  to  each  other,  and  all  muft 
be  carried  on  at  the  fame  time:  thougli 
we  are  yet  behind-hand  in  fome  of  thenci, 
I  think  we  are  getting  into  the  right  way  to 
fucceed  in  all ;  and  as  we  advance,  we  ihall 
gradually  perceive  the  neceflary  connexion 
of  the  whole.  That  any  of  them  are  in- 
compatible with  others,  I  confider  as  a  mere 
fpeculative  prejudice.  Though  that  eleva- 
tion •  of  mind,  fo  neceflary  in  fome  of  the 
liberal  arts  and  walks  of  life,  may  not  feem 
to  unite  well  with  the  mercenary  fpirit  of 
commerce  ;  yet  we  fee  that  a  people  muft 
firfl:  be  at  tfieir  eafe  before  they  can  attend 
to  pleafure,  or  its  various  fources  in  nature, 
art,  or  fancy.  Riches,  gradually  acquired 
in  a  fl:ate  of  freedom  and  exertion  by  trade, 
will  naturally  promote  agriculture,  letters, 
arts,  and  fcience,  whenever  government 
has  wifdom  enough  only  to  fuSer  it.  So- 
ciety then  would  cure  Itfelf  of  many  follies, 
and  much  ignorance;  the  different  ranks 
and  clafles  of  men  would  be  brought  nearer 
together,  infl:ead  of  being  fet  afunder  i  the 
upper  ranks  would  be  cured  of  certain  re- 
mains Qf  feudal  pride  and  nonfeufe,   and 

the 
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the  lower,  of  a  certain  mean  and  deceitful 
fpirit  of  traffic  and  gain,  which  debafes,  as 
it  engroiTes,  the  foul ;  and  all  the  arts  would 
advance  abreaft.  A  fpirit  of  trade  and 
induftry  fhould  doubtlefs  be  encouraged,^ 
or  rather  left  to  encourage  and  produce 
itfelf :  that  fpirit  is  then  capable  of  being 
gradually  improved  into  enlarged  and  li- 
beral  fentiment,  and  may  in  time  come  to 
be  nearer  allied  to  arts,  arms,  fcience,  and 
good  taft^:  our  nation  fhews  fufficiently 
the  poffibility  of  that  progrefs. 

Though  the  Englifh,  in  my  opinion,  are 
now  before  the  reft  of  the  world  in  moft  of 
the  arts  of  importance,  there  are  ftill  fome 
branches  left. behind  the  reft,  and  even 
the  moft  advanced  muft  feel  the  want 
of  their  companions.  I  am  highly  pleafed 
to  fee  your  fon  has  fo  thoroughly  imbibed 
both  the  mulical  and  military  fpirit,  and  is 
fo  well  difpofed  and  in  the  way  to  acquire 
thofe  accomplilhments;  but  not  a  PJlngloisy 
I  hope,  as  yet;  for  thefe  are  juftthe  arts  in 
which  our  nation  is,  I  fear,  the  moft  defi- 
cient, and  without  being  fufficiently  fenfible 

of  the  defeft. 
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Though  we  could  perhaps  produce  a 
little  army,  fuperior,  "on  the  whole,  to  any- 
other  of  equal  numbers,  as  our  men  are 
excellent  when  they  can  be  properly 
difciplined  ;  yet- 1  believe  Germany  is  now 
the  fuperior  fchool  for  officers,  as  Italy  is  for 
mufic;  and  all  the  arts  are  fo  naturally 
connedled,  efpecially  when  well  advanced^ 
that  even  mufic  is  probably  a  neceflary 
link  of  the  chain.  Though  our  ifland  may 
not,  as  formerly,  for  fome  time  produce 
many  generals  and  artifts  of  the  very  firft 
clafs,  we  are  in  a  fair  way  to  be  made 
fenfible  of  what  we  want,  which  is,  you 
know,  the  firft  ftep  towards  amendment* 
But  in  thofc  walks  we  cannot  thoroughly 
fucceed,  if  confined  to  our  own  ifland, 
where  the  mind  will  be  limited  to  certain 
trads  and  nationalities,  even  in  her  greateft 
progrefs  ;  and  to  fet  her  free,  we  muft  crola 
feas  and  continents,  and  live  and  aft  a 
part  in  other  countries. 

Let  us  hope  then  that  our  adive  English 
fpirit,  and  paffion  for  travel,  will  continue 
and  increafe  among  us,  as  well  fot  the  fup^ 
port  of  the  character  and  ,the  arts  we  al- 
ready fo  eminently  poflefs,  as  for  the  im- 
provement 
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provement  of  thofe  in  which  we  are  de- 
ficient ;  in  that  cafe,  our  natural  ardour 
and  perfeverance  will  gradually  furmount 
every  difficulty,  and  we  may  become  the 
firft  people  of  the  world  in  every  human 
acquirement,  as  well  as  in  political  import- 
ance :  but  if  we  were  to  (hut  ourfelves  up 
at  home,  and  from  pride,  parfimony,  or 
any  other  falfe  principle,  relinquifli,  like 
the  Spaniards,  the  intercourfe  and  con- 
ne<3:ion  with  rival  powers,  we  fhould 
foon  become  a  fubordinate  nation,  and 
our  genius  and  induftry  would  die  away 
as  they  have  done  here. 

Nor  can  I  fee  by  all  your  arguments, 
drawn  from  fituation  or  conftitution,  why 
w^  may  not  become  alfo  a  very  military 
riatibn.  The  nation  has,  at  different  times, 
been  very  much  fo,  and  was,  I  believe,  al- 
ways the  better  for  it.  The  taking  the 
part  that  naturally  belongs  to  us  in  the 
continental  wars  and  alliances  of  the 
world,  has  commonly  had  the  beft  ef- 
fe£ls  upon  us ;  giving  a  military  turn  to 
•the  people,  and  tp  our  gentlemen,  which 
all  together  made  advantageous  additions  to 
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theEngli{hchara6ler,and  produced  advances 
in  arts  and  in  arms,  with  a  certain  urba- 
nity and  civilization,   which  our  govern- 
ment and  fituation,  though  both  excellent, 
do  not  perhaps  of  themfelves  beftow.  Men 
and  nations  muft  mix   and  contend  with 
each  other.     Our  former  wars  with  France 
probably    contributed    to    form  a    Black 
Prince,  and  many  other  gallant  oflScers  com- 
manding troops    and  archers    the  beft  in 
Europe.     King  William,  being  great  both 
as  a  foldier  and  a  politician,  by  his  conti— 
nental    wars    and    connedions    produced 
great  and  accomplifhed  ftatefmen,  generals, 
writers;  hence  our  Marlboroughs,  Somers^s, 
Priors,  Swifts,  &c.    The  militaiy  charadter 
was  always  of  great  importance  to  us,  and 
feems  now  to  be  becoming  highly  neceflary 
again:  our  political  place  in  Europe  may 
foon  be  fuch  as  to  make  it  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  us  all  to   learn  to  fight:    the 
number  and  lituation  of  our  enemies  may 
make  a  conftant  guard,  and  general   dif- 
cipline,  as  neceffary  to  us  as  to  any  other 
rtore  military  nation ;    and  we  are  con- 
ftantly  fubjedt  to  this  danger,  from  the  in- 
trigues of  our  enemies.   The  internal  vigour 

and 
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and  defence  of  each  nation,  the  peace  and 
fafety  of  the  whole  together,  will  conftantly 
depend  much  on  all  being  well  and  almoft 
equally  prepared  for  wan 

I  could  wifli  it  were  again  a  fafhionablc 
part  of  education  for  moft  of  our  young 
gentlemen  to  ferve  a  few  years,  and  fliould 
be  glad  to  fee  a  little  of  our  ancient  military 
enthufiafm  revived.     To  neglect,  difcou- 
rage,  and  cry  down  the  military  fpirit,  as 
is  ufual  with  us  in  time  of  peace,  is  a  moft 
daiigerous  doctrine.     If  country  gentlemen 
are  weak  enough  to  be  jealous  of  their  de- 
fenders, why  do  they  not  learn  to  defend 
themfelves  ?  It  is  when  a  fmall  and  feparate 
part  only  of  a  nation  is  military,  that  the 
nation  is  in  a  real  ftate  of  danger  and  de- 
bility ;  and  our  fafety  would   every  way 
confift .  in  military  knowledge  and  pradtice 
being  general  and  common  among  us.  Our 
dread  -of  giving  arms  and  difcipline  to  the 
people,  proceeds  from  our  ignorance  and 
want  of  experience  in  thefe  matters. 

There    are    certain    peaceful    dodlrines 
preached  up  by  learned,   benevolent,  and 
booldlh   men,  which  minifters,  in   parti- 
cular^ 
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cular,  fhould  beware  of  adopting,  a$  they 
are  unfit  for  this  world.  If  they  have  ever 
been  the  caufe  of  negledt  or  lofe  of  mili- 
tary difcipline,  thijy  have  fo  far  contributed 
to  the  ruin  of  nations;  for  fuch  negledt 
has  generally  preceded,  haflened,  or  com- 
pleted their  downfal.  Long  peace  and 
fecurity  have  always  had  the  worft  effects 
on  the  human  charader,  producing  a  pro^* 
greffion  of  indolence,  luxury,  effeminacy, 
weaknefs,  and  national  ruin.  Thofe  doc-^ 
trines  become  really  dangerous  when  they 
pretend  to  teach  us  to  avoid  the  temptations 
to  war,  by  laying  afide  the  preparations  for 
it.  To  fancy  that  the  world  can  exift  in 
perpetual  peace,  implies  ignorance  of  the 
nature  of  man.  The  natural  pride  and  in- 
juftice  of  all  nations,  or  feparate  bodies  of 
men,  towards  each  other,  muft  ever  pro- 
duce wars :  they  are,  perhaps,  as  ncceffary' 
iii  the  political  or  moral  world,  as  ftorms  or 
thunder  are  in  the  natural.  Perpetual  peace 
might  be  as  hurtful  to  us  as  perpetual  fair 
weather  :  fo  that  thofe  fpeculative  philofo- 
phers  might  be  more  beneficially  employed 
in  learning  their  military  exercifes ;  or  thefe 
occupadons  fhou]d  perhaps  be  mixed  fo  as 

to 
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to  relieve  each  other,  the  active  with  the 
fedentary,  arms  with  letters.  A  life  of 
entire  ftudy  is  not  fit  for  human  beings: 
let  them  preach  peace  and  benevolence  to 
all,  and  then  prepare  for  war,  and  learn 
the  ufe  of  arms ;  fome  of  the  beft  of  men 
have  done  fo. 

When  we  can  get  government  to  adopt 
fuch  principles  and  promote  fuch  pradlice, 
and  fhall  find  our  young  men  of  fafliion 
looking  abroad  for  vCvery  occafion  to  fee 
fervice,  defirous  to  join  or  imitate  fuch  men 
as  a  Clinton  or  a  Carleton  (who  are  juft 
gone  with  General  Lloyd  to  join  Ro- 
manzofF),  in  order  to  fee  the  war's  and 
manners  of  Turks,  Ruffians,  Tartars, 
Algerines,  &c. ;  and  to  examine  the 
Pruffian  and  Auftrian  armies,  the  fcientific 
principles  of  fortification  and  artillery, 
wherever  thefe  may  be  found  in  prad:ice, 
as  in  the  mountains  of  Piedmont  or  of 
Silefia,  on  the  Rhine  or  in  the  plains  of 
Flanders,  or  the  Dutch  frontiers ;  I  fhall 
then  have  hopes  of  the  revival  of  our  niili- 
tary  fpirit.     On  the  return  of  fuch  young 

men 
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men,  it  may  foon  be  perceived  whether 
they  underftand  what  they  have  feen,  and 
have  imbibed  the  military  fpirit :  they  will 
bring  home  books  and  plans,  and  will  con- 
tinue attentive  to  every  minute  part  of 
their  duty,  to  the  military  fciences,  and  to 
whatever  is  going  on  among  our  engineers 
and  artillery  at  Woolwich,  or  elfewhere; 
and  you  may  then  be  pretty  fure  they  are 
worth  your  acquaintance. 

Doubtlefs,  either  of  the  extremes,  too 
much  military  madnefs,  or  a  total  negled: 
,of  all  difcipline  and  defence,  has  each  its 
bad  confequences. ;  yet  you  will  readily 
perceive,  that  the  fafeft  and  wifeft  would 
be  that  of  war  and  difcipline,  efpecially 
when  kept  wiihin  bounds  by  the  modera- 
tion and  wifdom  of  a  fteady  and  fcientific 
government. 

The  tendency  or  difpolition  towards  war 
or  peace,  may  depend  much  on  the  form 
of  government,  which  thereby  acquires 
almoft  its  greateft  importance.  If  there 
be  any  form  that  pretends  to  exclude,  and 
make  no  provifion  for  war,  or  any  other 

'  that 
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that  may  lead  conftaritly  towards  it,  we 
may  venture  to  pronounce  them  both  un- 
fit for  men.  There  have  been  feudal  and 
other  fyftems,  tl;iat  feemed  to  make  war 
their  only  objedl ;  and  Quaker  fyftems  that 
pretended  to  exift  in  eternal  peace:  but  of 

both  we  have  feen  the  precarious  and 
fhort  duration. 
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LETTER    XVII. 

theory  with  PraStice.     Public  Diverjionr^ 
Women,   theatre.    Letters.    Learning. 

Cadiz. 

WE  ought  to  ftudy  and  know  much, 
as  you  juftly  obferve,  before  we 
travel,  and  fhould  be  not  only  defirous,  but 
qualified  to  converfe  with  all  who  are 
eminent,  to  catch  their  ideas,  and  profit 
by  every  thing  we '  fee.  But  the  talk  of 
being  fo  qualified  feems  infinite,  and  life 
too  fliort  for  half  the  courfe  in  the  ufual 
way,  unlefs  we  determiixe  to  dafli  acrofs  the 
country  of  fcience,  by  fome  fhort  paths, 
directly  at  the  great  objects  and  principles 
of  ufeful  knowledge ;  like  a  Frederic,  who 
fees  and  feizes  at  once  the  effentials  on 
every  fubjed:,  and  whofe  fecond  thoughts 
are  thofe  of  a  mafter  and  inventor. 

As  arts  and  fociety  advance,  an  exten- 
sive and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world, 

joined 
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joined  to  that  of  books  and  learning,  be« 
comes  gradually  more  difiBcult.     Either  of 
,  thofe  requires  our  whole  attention :   nay^ 
each  muft  again  be  fubdivided,  and  every 
part  become  the   only  purfuit  of  entire 
bodies  of  men.     Hence  the  neceffary  con- 
nexion of  the  whole  muft  be  lelTeiied  or 
loft.     Inftead  of  approaching,  theory  and 
praftice  will    recede    from,     each    other. 
However  difficult  it  may  be  to  join  the 
ftudious  with  the  adive  life,  yet  they  muft 
be  joined  in  every  great  charader.      If 
knowledge  and  adivity  continue  to  exclude 
each  other ;    if  the  ftudy  of  books,    and 
the  fpirit  of  induftry,  become  incompatible, 
the  moral  and  political  fciences,  which  re^ 
quire  the  moft  aAive  and  the  greateft  in- 
telledtual  abilities  j  the  moft  extenfive  theory 
with  praftice,  and  ftudy  with  experience, 
may  gradually  receive  lefs  of  thofe  affift- 
ances  of  which  they  ftand  the  moft  in  need : 
and  the  great  mafter-fcience  of  government 
may  yet  long  fall  to  the  fhare  of  partial 
proficients,  and  feel  the  want  of  thofe  men 
of  univerfal  minds,  who  were  anciently 

more 
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more  common,  more  pradical  and  enter^'* 
prifmg. 

Though  fcience  or  theory  is  far  before 
blind  pradice  and  routine  in  dignity  and 
importance,  yet  I  fear  we  are  not  to  look 
for  much  koowledge  fit  for  immediate  ufe 
from  the  clofet .  fpeculations  of  the  moft. 
ftudious  and  learned :  and,  fmgular  as  it 
may  appear,  they  who  are  the  beft  or 
moft  informed,  feem  to  go  often  the  fartheft 
wrong.  But  there  does  not  feem  to  be  oc- 
cafion  for  more  precautions  againft  their 
fpeculations.  We  do  not  find  that  men  of 
bufinefs,  or  of  the  world,  minifters  or 
monarchs,  are  much  inclined  to  mind  what 
is  faid  by  your  Rouffeaus,  Mirabeaus, 
Helvetiufesi  and  many  others;  yet  their 
fpeculations  may  be  of  ufe  at  fome  future 
period.  ^ 

* 
However  qualified  you  may  chance  to 

be,  I  muft  infift,  that  all  of  you  who  can, 
fhould  travel,  efpecially  men  in  your  high 
and  important   ftation,  as  you  owe  your 

bed 
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beft  efibrts  to  the  public.  Artifts,  ma« 
giftrates,  miRtary  men,  all  fhould  travel, 
and  take  more  enlarged  views  of  nature 
and  of  art,  of  men  and  things,  than  one 
ifland  can  afford. 

Tlie  public  and  private  diverfions  and 
amufements  of  every  country  fhould  be 
attended  to  by  travellers.  They  may^  ge- 
nerally fervc  to  fhew  the  national  tafle  and 
difpofition,  which  will  then  often  appear 
without  referve.  I'  fhall  not  trouble  you 
with  particulars  ^bout  the  Spanifh  bull-*- 
feafls,  as  they  have  been  fo  often  defcribed, 
though  they  might  furnifh  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  the  national  tafte;  on  the  habits 
and  diflinftions  of  cruelty  and  courage.  I 
fear  it  is  becoming  the  fafhion  to  cry  down 
thefe  manly  diverfions  as  barbarous;  I 
fiud  they  are  not  now  purfued  with  the 
fame  fpirit  as  formerly,  and  gentlemen 
take  feldom,  of  late,  a  part  in  fighting  the 
bull,  but  leave  it  to  the  hired  gladiators, 
who  are  generally  butchers  by  profeffion. 

Nor  fhould  we  overlook  the  women  of 

any  country.    Some  bf  them  are  found  to 
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be  like  beings  of  fuperior  Intelligence ;  and 
even  with  the  moft  ordinary,  vrc  may 
learn  anecdotes,  characters,  or  fecrets^  of 
fome  importance,  fuch  as  may  lead  to  what 
you  want,  and  to  greater  things  than  may 
at  firft  appear.  In  this  country,  we  are 
agreeably  furprifed  to  meet  with  fo  much 
lively  wit,  grace,  and  fentiment,  in  the  fex, 
where  there  is  fo  little  reafon  to  expe<ft  any 
thing  of  the  kind,  amidft  fo  much  fuper- 
ilition  and  ignorance.  Their  talents  and 
difpofition  for  muiic,  their  pretty  little 
fbngs,  and,  ftill  more,  their  archi  and  fafci- 
nating  manner  of  finging  them,  com?  very 
a^propos  to  crown  the  whole  of  their  power 
and  influence.  Though  they  are  not  free 
from  the  baneful  contagion  of  the  national 
fuperftition,  yet  the  native  graces,  more 
than  the  beauty  of  the  fex  here,  may  be 
faid  to  be  too  powerful  for  the  devil  him- 
felf ;  for  in  fpitc  of  a  conftant  and  well- 
cultivated  dread  of  him,  and  all  that  their 
ghoftly  and  ignorant  fathers  tan  fay,  they 
are  perhaps  th,e  gayeft,  the  moft  lively  and 
agreeable  women  in  Europe.  Though 
their  timid  devotion  carries  them  fo  often 

to 
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to  church,  yet  even  .there^  the  arch  vivacity 
of  their  difpofition  appears;  and  under  the 
gloom  of  their  black  veils  and  melancholy 
demeanour,  there  paffes,  between  the*  fexes^ 
much  of  that  filent  converfation  in  v^hich 
they  are  fo  great  adepts- 

The  Spanifh  theatre  is  ftill,  perhaps, 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  time  of  Lopez  de 
Vega.  The  living  hiftbry  of  former  times 
is  here  to  be  feen  in  various  things.  On 
their  ftagc,  only  intrigue,  vice,  roguery, 
low  buffoonery,  cruelty,  and  the  marvel- 
lous, can  pleafe  them  :  the  pieces  are  ge- 
nerally both  written  and  fpoken  in  a  moft 
unnatural  ftalking  ftyle  of  cold  and  pomp- 
ous declamation ;  their  adion  on  the  flage, 
fo  cold  and  flifF,  though  in  ccHitmon  life 
and  converfation  fo  natural,  lively,  and 
expreffive.  As  I  think  French  tragedy,  or 
declamation,  is  all  one  kind  of  lamentable 
burftinig  expreffion  of  bodily  pain ;  fo  that 
of  the  old  adors  here  is  all  a  kind  of  mo- 
notonous proud  ftyle  of  whining  or  petu- 
lant reafoning  j   and  their  frequent  'long 
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fpeeches,  and  cold  foiiloquies,  become 
very  tirefome  indeed.  Nothing  fentimen- 
tal  or  pathetic;  much  high-flown  figure 
and  bombaft ;  endlefs  firings  of  metaphors ; 
much  incident  and  intrigue^  but  little  or 
nothing  natural.  Yet  the  beautiful  flowery 
language  of  Lopez  is  charming.  They 
have  lately  attempted  fome  tranflated  pieces^ 
and  fome  tolerable  imitations  of  the  paf- 
fions,  for  the  firft  time  perhaps  fince  Cer- 
vanresi  I  have  juft  feen  one  of  them  a42:ed, 
our  Gamefl:er.  I  obferved,  that  the  audi- 
ence generally  laughed  in  ridicule  at  the 
places  where  I  wept ;  at  the  moft  pathetic 
parts ;  for  it  was  tolerably  aded  by  fome  of 
Olavide's  difciples :  but  now  that  he  is 
gone — ^to  the  Inquifition,  and  his  theatrical 
fchool  is  no  more,  their  native  barbarifm 
will  probably  again  prevail.  They  Hand 
much  in  need  of  fuch  men,  and  he  was 
introducing  good  tafle,  and  a  relifh  fpr 
truth  and  nature,  among  them,  with  more 
fuccefe  than  I  fhould  have  expeded. 
However,  the  hiftory  of  their  ftage,  and 
of  their    poetry,   with  all    their  defeds, 

acueftas^ 
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mcuejlasy  would  probably  be  the  moft  in« 
terefHng  part  of  an  acqount  of  their  lite-i 
rature  *. 

I  wifti  the  Spaniards  and  Italians  would 
apply  more  to  this  art  of  ading  and  elo- 
cution. They  would  outdo  all  other  nations, 
by  the  advantages  of  countenance,  of  habi- 
tual expreffion,  manner,  and  animation. 

You  know  the  Spaniards  have  had  their 
golden  period  of  learning,  and  of  fome 
approaches  to,  good  tafte,  always  with 
much  of  the  fire  of  genius.  It  rofe  with 
the  latter  of  their  native  monarchs  foon 
after  the  revival  of  arts  and  letters  in  Italy, 
declined  with  the  power  of  their  Auftriau 
princes,  and  fell  with  the  lofs  of  theit 
connexion  and  intercourfe  with  Italy, 
Flanders,  and  the  other  European  nations^ 
Cervantes  tried  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  bad 

*  I  find  a  very  agreeable  account  of  their  poetry  is 
iince  publiihed  by  Mr.  Dillon,  who  gave  us  Bowles's 
Natural  Hiilory  of  Spain,  &c.  This  account  of  their 
poetsy  and  ftill  more  of  their  poetry,  I  ihould  think,  might 
be  confiderably  enlarged  in  another  edition*  You  may 
likewife  fee  fome^  account  of  thefein  Linguet,  and  of  th^ 
artifts,  in  Cumberland,  Twifs,  &c. 
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tafte,  but  not  with  the  fiiccefs  he  merited. 
Faife  principled  and  bad  habitjs  had  al- 
ready taken  too  deep  root.  He  probably 
contributed  much  towards  completely 
banifliing  the  romantic  and  rather  refpe^t- 
able  fpirit  of  chivalry,  which  was  al- 
ready more  than  fufikiently  on  the  de- 
cline ;  but  he  could  not  Hop  the  natural 
progrefs  and  growing  love  of  orna- 
ment and  afie<9:ation.  Thence  we  may 
trace  their  love  of  bombaft  and  the 
marvellous,  the  redundancy  of  figure 
and  exaggeration;*  in  writing;  '  a  tafte 
which  has  reigiied  ever  fmce,  with  very 
few  exceptions.  The  decline  once  begun, 
was  probably  haftened  by  the  too  fertile 
fancy,  and  defedlive  delicacy  and  judg- 
ment, of  Lopez  and  others,  and  it  feems 
to  have  been  foftered  and  revived,  as  if 
congenial  to  the  fiery  and  extravagant 
tafte. of  the  nation. 

In  moral  fubje^ks,  in  wifdom,  in  the 
knowledge  of  mpn  and  of  human 
nature,  they,  for  a  time,  were  the  firft, 
and  led  the  way.      In  found  philofophy 

and 


LETTERS   FROM   SPAIN.  167 

and  ufeful  fcience,  they  have  generally 
been  deficient.  Their  deep  fcholaftic 
ftudies,  ^  their  inveftigations  of  antiquity, 
their  few,  though  fuperior,  labours  in  the 
fine  arts,  have  never  been  fufEciently  con- 
neded  with  fociety,  nor  profitable  to  the 
community. 


M  4 
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LETTER    XVIII.     • 

Wrt,  Manners.        CbaraSer.       T^^\ 

Language.     Authors. 

^  Cadiz. 

THE  Spaniards  in  general,  arid  tho 
Andalufians  in  particular,  with  ima-? 
ginations  fo  warm  and  fertile,  have  a  power-? 
ful  tafte  and  difpofition  for  wit,  and  many 
of  both  fexes  are  great  adepts  in  that  way : 
with  the  moft  compofed  and  fteady  coun- 
tenance they  will*  long  ke^p  the  tabfe  in  a 
roar,  and  are  infinitely  amufmg:  but  asi 
is  ufual  with  warm  and  impetuous  fancy, 
there  is  often  a  want  of  delicacy,  of  found 
tafte  and  judgment:  they  attempt  and 
relilh  all  fpecies  of  wit,  and  often  prefer 
the  lower  and  coarfer  kinds :  but  let  us  be- 
ware of  becoming  too  difficult  to  pleafe, 
which  we  Englifh,  I  believe,  often  are; 
we  may  refine  too  much,  and  muft  lofe  by 
being  too  nice  aud  fqueamifbiL    A  good 

firong 
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ftrong  appetite  "will  digeft  all  natural  food ; 
and  genuine  wit,  when  not  too  loathlbme 
Mfith  indecency,  flattery,  or  foured  with 
leverity,  ought  always  to  pleafe.  Though 
greatly  changed  and  Frenchified  fince  their 
Bourbon  connexions,  they  have  not  yet 
loft  all  thofe  enthufiaftic  and  romantic  no- 
tions  which  once  diftinguifhed  and  raifed 
them,  however  ridiculoufly,  above  other 
mortals.  In  every  rank  we  yet  find  fome 
of  thofe  old  and  dignified  chara&ers,  with 
a  oertain  elevation  of  foul,  and  many  lofty 
ideas,  though  accompanied  with  what  our 
modem  ddicacy  may'confider  as  a  ridicu- 
lous pride. 

Though  politically  they  are  now  of 
fmall  confideration,  except  in  t]ieir  p\^a 
ideas,  and  but  little  of  their  former  pa- 
tional  greatnefs  or  charadler  may  remain, 
befides  their  pride,  yet  individually  the 
country  ftill  abounds  in  valuable  characters,/ 
or  rather  in  materials  of  which  fuch  cha- 
racters may  be  readily  formed  when  want- 
ed. We  meet  with  as  excellent  and  ami- 
able qualities  of  mind  as  in  the  moft  po- 

liflied  and  enlightened  nations:    this  is 

often. 
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often,  I  believe,  the  cafe  in  rude  and  mif« 
governed  countries ;  virtues  arife  as  they 
are  wanted,  where  the  foil  and  noaterials 
are  good,  and  here  they  are  excellent* 
Wife  Nature,  feems  folicitous  in  briflging 
every  condition  of  fociety  nearly  to  a  level 
of  happinefs.  If  you  live  any  time  among 
them,  you  will  meet  with  fouls  capable  of 
every  virtue,  but  may  obferve  hc^  few 
occafions  or  motives  there  are  to  pra&ife 
any,  in  this  ftate  of  fociety  and  govern-* 
ment.  They  are  obvioufly  made  for  gene- 
rofity,  probity,  magnanimity,  refolution, 
perfeverance,  and  ilill  retain  a  certain  cool 
and .  habitual  equanimity  of  temper  and 
found  judgment,  which  we  find  in  no  other 
nation,  joined  to  fuch  warmth  of  heart  and 
fancy.  But,'  even  on  this  foundation,  you 
will  too  often  find  a  ftrudure  of'  vice  and 
ignorance ;  efpecially  in  the  lower  clafles, 
degrees  of  indolence,  idlenefs,  malevo- 
lence, depravity  of  tafte  and  difpofition, 
which  exhibit  at  once  to  view  the  powers 
of  habit  and  of  a  bad  government,  and  the 
dregs  or  ruins  of  a  moft  refpeaable  national 
charader,  •  The  Spaniards,  though  na- 
turally 
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turally  deep  and  artful  politicians,  have 
{till  fomething  fo  nobly  frank  and  hondk 
in  their  difpofition,  that  they  are  not,  I 
think,  in  proportion,  politically  infidiou^ 
or  treacherous,  unlefs  the  French  make 
them  fo.  Of  the  modern  national  charac* 
ters,  I  am  inclined  to  place  the  Spanifh  and 
Englifh,  fo  nearly  alike,  among  the  firft* 
I  believe  there  is  likewife  fomething  rather 
fuperior  ftill  perceptible  in  the  modem 
Roman  character,  as  well  as  in  their  lan-^. 
guage  and  manner ;  and  alfo  in  the  Mahi« 
notes,  or  modem  Lacedaemonians,  and  in 
the  Miacedonians. 

The  manners  of  the  politer  focieties  here, 
and  of  the  higher  ranks,  are  already  too 
clofely  copied  from  the  French,  who,  you 
know,  are  not  naturally  delicate  nor  fenti- 
mental,  but  artificially  refined  by  fafhion. 
By  means  of  the  ladies  in  Spain,  who 
readily  adopt  the  liberty  of  French  man- 
ners, which,  engrafted  on  their  own,  they 
carry  beyond  the  original,  this  nation 
will  gradually  be  Frenchified,  in  fpite  of 
all  the  old  Dons  and  old  antipathies.     The 
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women  being,  of  late,  admitted  to  more 
freedom  and  fociety,  and  at  a  period  of 
loofe  manners,  retaining  all  their  old  habits 
of  art  and  interigue,  the  freedom  of  inter- 
Gburfe  between  the  fexes  will  probaWy  be 
carried  farther  here  than  in  the  more 
polifhed  countries,  whofe  vices  they  have 
acquired,  without  paffing  through  the  fame 
media  or  degrees  of  civilization  and  arts 
of  luxury.  Vice,  in  various  fhapes,  feems 
already  here  to  flalk  forth  almofl:  naked 
and  alone,  upreftrained  by  habits  and  re-« 
iinements,  which  elfewhere  grow  up  with 
it.  All  leads  to  a  coarfe  and  unadorned 
kind  of  materialifm  in  pleafure,  to  degrees 
of  depravity  and  fatiety,  in  which  they 
will  overtake  their  more  refined  neighbours, 
who  began  the  fame  career  fo  long  before 
them.  However,  the .  fair  fex,  as  ufual, 
are  ftill  far  more  refined  and  fentimental 
than  the  men,  and  as  they  are  gaining  more 
influence  in  fociety,  may  retard  or  regulate 
the  progrefs  of  depravity.  Every  ftranger 
who  flays  long  enough  to  underftand  them, 
is  captivated  with  the  fpirit,  grace,  and 
humoijr  of  their  converfation*     You  know 

fome-» 
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(btnething  of  the  romantic  fprce'  o^their 
paflions,  their  ftrong  and  inviokole  at- 
tachments, efpecially  when  heidntened  by 
the  difHculties  of  intrigue.  Though  the 
jealoufy  of  hufbands  feems  novk  worn  out 
of  faftiion,  the.fpirit  of  it  is  preferved 
among  the  lovers^  and  love  is  ftili  an  ob- 
je£t  of  the  firft  importance  in  Spain.  Theic 
numerous  love-fongs  have  ftill  many  graces, 
and  though  tinged  with  the  hyperbolical 
falfe  taHe  of  the  times,  are  often  highly  ex- 
preflive,  refined,  and  laconic. 

There  are,  as  elfewhere,  more  vices  in 
their  fea-ports  and  capital  towns,  than  in 
the  reft  of  the  country  where  their  an- 
cient charader  and  diflinguiihing  mannei^ 
have  not  yet  entirely  difappeared ;  and 
we  Englifh  are  generally  pleafed  and  proud 
to  cherifh  and  to  relifh  fuch  remains,  in 
oppofition  to  the  French  j  while  they,  with 
a  fneer  of  contempt,  defpife  both  the 
Spaniards  and  us  for  our  bad  taile  in  not 
preferring  every  thing  that  is  French :  in 
their  idea,  nous^  ne  fommes  que  dcs  barbares 
tous  Us  deux. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  two  nations  are,  to  be  fore,  as 
oppofite  in  almoft  every  thing  as  nature 
could  well  make  fuch  near  neighbours. 
JEven  the  a£tual  ftate  and  tafte  of  female 
beauty  is  widely  different  iii  the  two  coun- 
tries. After  obferving  the  prevalent  ftyle 
of  beauty  in  France,  we  can  readily  con- 
ceive, that  Monjieur  cannot  much  admire 
that  of  this  nation  ;  nor  felifh  or  compre* 
hend  all  the  numerous  Spanifh  graces  of 
perfon,  manner,  language,  nor  the  high 
expreffions  of  phyfiognomy,  fo  different 
fr6m,  and  I  think  far  fuperior  to,  thofe  of 
his  own  nation.  Among  the  fine  faces 
here,  confiding  of  features  generally  large 
and  ftrongly  expreffive,  he  finds  nothing 
like  the  little  round  or  rather  fquare  face, 
with  the  fnub  nofe  and  pigeon's  eye, 
which  is  the  ftyle  of  beauty  the  moft  com- 
mon and  the  moft  efteemed  in  France. 

Where  we  find  fuch  fine  abilities  and 
natural  good  fenfe,  joined  to  fo  much  ig- 
norance and  falfe  tafte,  fuch  loofe  manners 
and  unreftrained  vices,  with  great  inquifi- 
torial.feverity  in  religious  obfervances,  ii  is 
plain,  that  the  church,  their  only  fchool, 

aims 
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aims  not  at  the  improvement  of  morals  or 
of  learning,  but  at  power :  nay,  I  think 
the  moft  fuperftitious  nations  are  the  moft 
wicked  and  debauched,  and  we  may  almoft 
meafure  their  degrees  of  vice  by  the  ap- 
parent ardour  of  their  devotion.  There  is, 
perhaps,  more  probity,  though  lefs  ap- 
pearance of  religion,  in  London,  than  in 
any  other  great  town  in  Europe. 

The  Spamfh,  like  the  Italian,  was  among 
the  firft  improved  of  the  modern  languages, 
and  has  long  remained  nearly  in  its  prefent 
ftate:  fonorous,  majeftic,  now  hyperbo- 
lically  expreffive,  yet  fuU  of  natural  beau- 
ties and  graces,  and  capable  of  many  more ; 
fufceptible  of  almoft  every  ftyle  or  modu- 
lation, but  more  particularly  of  the  flow^ 
ing,  altifonante  y  grandiofo^  as  Don  Quixote 
fays,  and  even  of  the  fublime ;  but  not 
having  been  lately  employed  by  good  tafte 
and  fimplicity,  neither  in  many  works  of 
modern  delicacy,  nor  with  fufEcient  free- 
dom in  fubjefts  of  real  intereft  and  import- 
ance, it  has  not  kept  pace  with  fome  of 
its  neighbouring  languages,  and  flill  retaiils 

the 
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the  habits  of  its  old  tomantic  or  lefs  aH^ 
cient  bombaft,  even  in  the  profe  writers : 
though  there  are  late  eflays,  as  the  Pen/a-- 
dor^  P.jjlay  &c.  which  have  fome  claim 
to  more  natural  graces,  and  ferve  to  fliew 
the  various  powers  of  the  language.  But 
it  is  fpoken  with  more  purity,  with  more 
dignity  and  politenefs,  even  by  the  peafan- 
try,  and  with  lefs  variation,  through  a 
greater  extent,  of  country,  than  almoft  any 
other  language  in  Europe;  viz.  through- 
out the  two  Caftiles,  Leon,  Eftremadura, 
La  Mancha,  Granada,  Murcia ;  and  in  An- 
dalufia,  though  not.  admitted  as  pure  or 
claflical,.  it  is  fpoken  with  a  peculiar  grace, 
fpirit,  and  fait ;  which  laft  is  the  expreffion 
here  as  well  as  in  Attica.  From  Burgos  to 
Malaga ,  you  wilf  not  probably  meej;  with 
a  grammatical  error  in  the  converfation  of 
any  rank  or  individual;  nor  a  vulgarifm, 
which  indeed  is  a  diftindtion  almoft  un- 
known  in  this  nation.  You  cannot  often 
here,  as  with  us  and  elfewhere,  diftinguifh 
ranks  and  clafles  of  men  by  the  ftyle  of 
their  language :  ajl  fpeak  corre<3:  and  ele- 
gantly.    With  all  their  rags  and  poverty, 

yet 
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yet  there  are  no  ^ulfSf,  no  di%uilittg  black- 
guards, nor  ballad-fifigef^s :  even  the  abufe, 
and  th6  fbftgs,  of  the  iheaneft  and  moft 
ignorant,  have  generally  wit  or  poetry, 
good  language,  or  taifte  enough  to  render 
them  remarkable,  or  raife  them  above  vul- 
garity ;  and  you  will  often  find  the  forigs  o£ 
your  muleteer  ingenious,  amufing,  and 
agreeable. 

Tb  attempt  any  tdierable  account  of 
then:  numerous  writers^  would  kad  us  too 
M ;  arid  I  -have  already,  I  believe,  told 
yotf  where  to  find  information  concerning 
iflariy'  of  them.  Ccrvantis  has  produced 
btrt  feiw  fuccefsful  imitators^  though  they 
Hrfvi  fiiie^  hid  pb^ts  of  great  wit  and  htP- 
xftbtir ;  of  thefe,  you  will  hav'e  collections 
puWifti6<f.  P.  Ifki's  tedious  novel  of  a 
friar,  is  far  inferior  tt  Don  Quixote,  and 
ilot  inferefting;  though  he  gives  fotne  good 
pii£^bf^  of  \6W  life>  Hut  \;^hten  he  a;ffumes 
the  phildftrghei^,  ari(f  talKs  of  Nevrtoh,  &c. 
be  is-  poor  indeed. 

P;  FMjbd,  wlioiil  th'6y  celebrate  fo  highly, 

I  thiiik  fcirccljr  eqnil   to  our   middling 

Vol.  IL  N  writers 
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writers  of  the  laft  century.  He  feldom 
gets  beyond  the  prefent  tedious  and  affected 
manner  of  his  nation,  and  makes,  at  beft, 
but  a  fuperftitious  philofopher.  Yet  he  muft 
have  fome  merit,  as  he  is  fo  generally  read 
and  efteemed  by  his  countrymen,  who  muft 
be  the  beft  judges  of  his  ftyle* 

Political  writers,  fuch  as  Campomanes, 
with  the  tranflators  and  importers  of  foreign 
ideas  and  improvements,  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  moft  ufeful  authors  here,  if 
any  authors  can  be  of  ufe  in  fuch  a  coun-*^ 
try,  while  under  fuch  a  government.  It  is 
difficult  to  find  out,  and  ftill  more  fo  to 
apply,  means  fufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of 
thofe  determined  to  keep  them  fhut,  or  to 
difcover  the  remedies  that  fhould  reach  the 
vital  fources  where  their  diforders  originate. 
Changes  and  improvements  are  not  more, 
but  often  lefs  prad:icable  for  being  necef- 
fary ;  and  truth  becomes  lefs  perceptible,  and 
lefs  attainable  by  its  greater  diftance. 

The  moft  abfolute  and  determined 
monarch  could  not  probably  do  much  in 
this  nation  towards  reforming  the  prefent 

race. 
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tace,  fo  far  gone  iii  indolence,  ignorance, 
poverty^  and  fup«rftiti6n  :  he  could  only 
prepare  for  the  improvement  of  fucceeding 
generations  by  wife  laws,  which  might  gra- 
dually produce  a  better  cohftitutfon  of  go- 
vernment, and  a  different  race  of  people. 
I  fhould  be  for  his  beginning  with  fuch 
laws  as  might  facilitate  the  alienation  of 
eftates  and  the  introdudion  of  religious 
toleration.  But  the  power  of  defpotiffa 
itfelf  is  limited  by  popular  prejudice  and 
ancient  cuftom:  hence  the  conftant  endea- 
vours of  the  mdft  fagacious  tyrants  to  level 
all  fuch  barriers^  to  banifti  laws  and  rules^ 
and  to  bring  all  into  a  ftate  of  confufion^ 
and,  als  they  thinkj  to  a  dependence  on 
their  own  will.  A  monarch  here,  or  even 
at  Morocco^  muft  poffefs  uncommon  de- 
grees of  popularity,  wifdom,  dnd  fcience, 
as  well  as  power,  before  he  can  venture  to 
meddle  with  the  religion  of  his  fubje£ts. 
The  vvorft  kinds  of  religiori  feerti  to  b6  the 
moft  immovable^  and  to  have  the  ftrongeft 
hold,  and  the  mofl  influence,  on  the  mind^ 
tod  manners  of  the  people.  ' 

N  a 
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LETTER    XIX. 
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Surra  Mprtna.  Olavide.  Cordova.  The 
Moorsj  their  Arts^  Manners^  Tqfie. 
Walks.    Society.     Cortejos.     Situation. 

Coruiia,  1779. 

IP  R  O  C  E  E  D  with  the  memorandums  of 
our  journey.  From  thefe  I  ivifh  to 
pkk  you  out  fome  obfervations^  and  for 
the  fake  of  brevity  thpy  will  probably  be 
as  detached  and  unconnected  as  ever.  I 
wifli  not  to  trouble  you'  nor  myfclf  much 
about  local  knowledge,  which  muft  have 
been  publiihed  by  former  travellers  and  an- 
tiquaries. 

$ 

Th«  two  little  new  fettlem^nts  in  the 
Sierra  Morena,  of  Swifs  and  Qertoans^ 
chiefly  vagabonds,  hav6  not  fucte6ded  very 
well,,  but  better  perhaps  than  thc^e  waa 
reafon  to  qxpedl^  even  in  fpite  of  the  op- 

pofition 
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pofitiba  of  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  the 
conftant  enemies  #  of  every  improvement ; 
and  againft  that  ftill  more  powerful  enemy, 
the  national  government,  ^rhich,  in  moft 
countries,  is  unfit  for  fuch  detail,  and  parti- 
cularly fo  in  this.  You  know  men  in  ge- 
neral warit  little  more  of  its  afliftance  than  a 
fmall  portion  of  liberty  and  protection;  but 
in  the  cafe  of  a  new  colony,  fomewhat 
mote  was  wanting,  and  more  than  this 
government  could  give,  viz.  that  the  affift- 
ance  fbould  be  dire£led  by  good  fenfe  and 
practical  knowledge. 

Many  of  the  people  have  died^  from 
poverty  and  real  want,  from  change  of 
climate  and  food, ,  and  from  their  own  vices 
and  helplefs  idlenefs,  while  others  have  run 
away.  Many  of  them  being  but  bad  fub- 
je£ts  in  their  own  country,  could  not  be  ex- 
peSed  to  become  good  citizens  here.  -  How- 
ever, moft  of  the  houfes  firft  built  are  ftill 
inhabited,  though  the  expeded  additions 
are  not  yet  found  aeceflary. 

N  3  At 
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At  Gran  Carlotta,  -  the  houfes  are  ill-s* 
placed,  and  evidently  by  perfons  who  were 
no  farmers,  and  the  poflefliDns  of  each  too 
fmall ;  with  feveral  other  material  defeds, 
w)iich  make  it  almoft  impolllble  that  any 
confiderable  improvement  in  agriculture  can 
he  Introduced  or  extended,  which  was  the 
chief  objed  :  fo  that  foqae  of  the  few  re- 
maining people  have  taken  to  making  hats 
and  bafkets  of  ftraw,  and  felling  them  to 
paflengers. 

On  feeing  a  ragged  Spaniard  fit  playing 
on  a  guitar  among  the  Germans  that  were 
^t  workjj  fome  obvious-  remarks  on  that 
charadleriftic  ti^ait  were  unavoidable;  but 
two  of  my  SpanilK  companions  were  very 
angry  with  the  third  for  j  pining  with  me 
in  thofe  obferyatipns.  This  national  pride 
might  furely  be  turned  to  fome  good  ac- 
count by  a  wife  government;  and  what 
contributes  now  to  indolence  and  poverty^ 
might  produce  induftry  and  wealth, 

Carolina  is  .much  prettier,  and  a  better 
village,  with  fome  good  gardens,  fences, 
and  trees ;  bat  it  feems  aiready  on  the  de- 

>  cline« 
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cUne.  Many  houfes  and  fences  are  negleded 
s^nd  in  ruins,  fince  they  loft  Olavide,  their 
late  excellent  intendant.  He  was  taken  up 
by  the  Inquifition,  chiefly  for  having  op-  , 
pofed  the  introduction  6f  friars  into  his 
fettlement.  You  may  have  feen  his  fen- 
tence,  well  calculated  to  fupport  the  pre- 
tenfions  of  that  horrid  tribunal  to  be  the 
firft  power  of  the  ftate,  and  its  claims  of 
controlling  every  other.  We  were  told 
(as  a  fecret)  by  fome  people  here,  that 
Olavide  was  always  pleafed  and  happy 
at  the  profperity  of  any  one,  and  affifted 
each  according  to  his  merit  and  induftry  ; 
but  that  his  fucc^flbr,  on  the  ,  contrary, 
diftrefTes  and  levies  moft  on  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful,  in  the  true  modern  Spanifli  fpirit 
of  finance  and  jealoufy.  The  original 
contrads  of  government  with  thefe  poor 
people  begin  now  to  be  infringed,  which 
will  probably  foon  ruin  the  fettlement,  and 
reftore  thefe  little  fpots  aga\n  to  their  fur- 
rounding  deferts.  A  tax  of  eighty-fix 
thoufand  reals  has  been  lately  levied  on 
their  wines,  againft  an  exprefs  article .  of 
their  agreement.      The  funds  for  repairs 

N  4  have 
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have  been  dimiijifhed,  an4  {diverted  to  qihtt 
purpofes.  TJie  great  pleafurc  of  findiag 
here  milk,  butter,  and  cheefe,  you  y/iW 
not  eafily  conceive. 

There  is  much  fine  land  on  the  Guadal- 
quivir, or  great  river,  and  it  might  eafily 
be  made  navigable  again  to  Cordova  at  Icaft, 
which  would  help  greatly  tq  improve  the 
country,  and  from  this  one  river  might 
ifllie  fupplies  for  half  Europe,  in  oils, 
wines,  &c.  There  is  much  ricfi  low  lan4 
in  the  plains  of  Seville,  and  fome  remains 
of  former  good  methods  of  Moorifli  culti- 
vation, as  well  as  in  Murcisj  and  Valencia. 
But  ftill.  Tor  fo  rich  a  foil,  the  populat^pn 
and  villages  are  but  thin;  thoqgh.  they 
are  faid  to  have  been  very  numerous  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  Romans,  and  after- 
wards of  the  Moors.  We  may  find  fome 
information  on  this  fubjedt  from  various 
authors ;  and  particularly,  I  am  told,  from 
a  Moorifh  writer,  Rads. 

Cordova*  occupies  a  noble  fituation  on 
the  banks  of  this  river,  furrounded  by  a 
great  variety  of  rich  and  grand  country. 

Before 
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Before  iu  to  tjjc  foutb,  is  a  bpundlcft  but/ 
varied  plain ;  behind,  to  the  north,  we  ^i 
fiibUme  mQuntains  of  Sierra  Moreiia,  full 
of  woods.  Water,  and  a  variety  of  foils,~p 
of  charming  fituations,  where  the  Romans, 
and  afterwards  the  Moore,  had  many 
delightful  cQuntry-houfes  and  palaces;  but 
it  is  now  all  a  howling  wildernefs* 

Were  I  king  of  Spain,  I  think  this  fhould 
be  my  capital,  for  many  reafons.  I  would 
go  to  Seville  in  winter,  and  perhaps  to 
Granada  in  Auguft.  The  river  would  then 
foon  become  navigable  nuich  higher.  I 
fliould  be  within  a  day's  journey  of  Seville, 
Cadiz,  Granada,  and  little  more  from  Car- 
thagena.  With  thofe  places  fo  near,  al- 
moft  in  fight  from  my  magnificent  moun- 
tains, I  think  I  coul4  govern  the  world ; 
but  I  hope  I  fhould  be  liberal  enough  not 
to  attempt  it,.^ut  only  Ihew  them  how  to 
govern  themfelves. 

Many  houfea,  and  I  believe  whole  towns, 
have  been  built  from  the  ruins  of  thofe  of 
the  Romans,  the  beauties  of  which,  their 
barbarous  conquerors  and  fucceifors  could 

neither 
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toeither  relifli  nor  eftimate.  Such  is  the 
melancholy  hiftory  of  nations  and  their 
Works,  deftroying  and  deftroyed  by  turns  ; 
fo  that  it  is  more  furprifing  that  any  thread 
pf  their  ftory  fhould  be  preferved,  than  that 
it  fhould  be  loft.  The  Moors  were  merci- 
lefs  deftroyers  at  firft,  and  even  after  they 
were  confiderably  advanced,  and  had  learn- 
ed to  build,  they  ufed  to  cram  the  elegant 
capitals,  ftiezes,  infcriptions  of  the  Romans, 
often  turned  upfide  down,  into  the  com- 
mon walls  of  their  huge  and  melancholy 
buildings,  And  even  when  moft  improved 
by  riches  and  luxury,  their  manners  and 
charader  ftill  retained  the  fame  dull  melan- 
choly caft,  which  probably  proceeded  from 
their  former  Afiatic  habits  of  a  reclufe  and 
jealous  way  of  living;  and  this  is  what 
iiiay  have  contributed  moft  to  give  the  fame 
turn  to  the  tafte  and  character  of  the 
Spaniards,  their  neighbours  and  fucceflbrs, 
which  has  lafted  fo  long,  and  is  only  be- 
ginning of  late  to  wear  out. 

I  think  it  likewife  appears,  froin  their 
remains,  that  the  Moors  never  cultivated 
jiny  of  the  fine  arts  with  any  tolerable  fuc- 

cefs, 
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G€fs>  ¥5cbept  'prietiy.  Some  of  tbe  ^refill' 
arts  and  trades  were  improved,  perhaps  to 
fbme  fmall  degree  of  tafte,  or  rather  of  neat- 
nefs.  They  fecm  never  tp  have  had  any 
idea  of  putfide  arcbiteflure,  or  of  Ihewing 
the  beauties  of  their  habitations,  or  any 
indication  of  their  happinefs,  to  the  worlds 
All  their  pleafures  were  ever  jealoufly  fhut 
up  from  the.  view  of  their  fellow- creatures. 
To  what  a  number  of  focial  virtues  and 
pleafures  they  muft  have  been  ftrangers ! 
None  of  the  fine  arts  can  probably  be  in- 
troduced oc  flourifli  without  iarchitedure, 
whicjh  'muft  lead,  and  partly  govern  the 

Some  of  their  palaces,  which  on  the 
outfide  looked  like  prifons,.  have  however 
been  fupplied  with  luxuriant  ornambnts 
and  conveniencies  within.  Ambng  thefe, 
the  works  in  pUfter  make  the  firft  and  beft 
Ijgure :  but  their  painting  and  fculpture 
were  wretched.  Even  the  carpenters  and 
fmiths  feem  always  to  have  been  but  poor 
workmen.  Nor  did  the  Moors  ever  pro- 
bably poflefs  many  good  methods  of  apply- 
ing the  mechanical  powers,  by  convenient 

machines, 
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machines,   that   facilitate   and   abl)revlatQ 

The  Eaftern  felfifh  reclufe  way  of  life  ; 
the  feparation  of  the  fexes,  of  trades,  fa-r 
milies,  tribes  ;  we  may  coriifider  as  a  lead- 
ing principle,  which  will  help  to  explain 
thefe,  and  many  other  ftriking  ^differences 
between  their  arts  and  manners,  and  thofe 
of  Europe^    Hence  their  ignorance  of  the 
powers  pf  mutual   afliftance,   and   of  the 
progress  in  mechanical  inventions  and  im- 
provements j   of    divided   and   of   united 
Jabourj  of  manufactories,  and  of  armies: 
hence  their  fimple  and  independent  little 
ways  of  each  workman  doing  every  thing 
for   himfclf ;    their   great    proficiency  in 
many  domeftic   trades  and  employments, 
and  their  weaknefs  in  the  aggregate :  hence 
their   want    of  focial  virtues  and  talents, 
and  hence  their  ignorance  of  all  fpecies  of 
government,    except    defpotifm,   may  •  be 
chiefiy  deduced. 

Yet  they  had  fome  likmg  for  the  beauries 

of  nature  and  of  pleafant  fituations ;  5tit 

when  they  found  them,  they  feemed  only 

defurous 
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deiirous  to  fliut  tbem  up,  widi  theiFlmge 
mud  or  taby  walls.    Thcfe  they  contrived  to 
xnake  ftick  together,  fo  as  to  laft  a  long 
time,  though  never  equally  with  thofe  of ' 
ftone,  as  fome  have  thought.     This  mode 
of  building  you  may  lind  described  in  va«* 
rious  authors  and  didionaries.     The  choice 
and  mixture  of  the  materials  muft  have 
been  the  efiential  parts  of  the  art.     Whea 
well  worked  and  brought  to  the  confiftency 
of  clay*  or  ftiff  mortar,  it  was  then  ram- 
med,  by  fmall  portions,  on  the  wall,  while 
confined  by  frames,  which  were  afterwards 
removed  as  the  work  dried.     This  method, 
as  well  as  that  of  plafter  and  niany  others, 
took    its    rife   fi^om  a  littlenefs  in  their 
ways  of  working,  and  from  their  want  of 
power  to  manage  great  weights.     Yet  they 
induftrioufly  improved  the  arts  of  agricul- 
ture,  which   muft  have  •  advanced  feveral 
others }  and  we  know  they  feduloufly  ftudied 
and  improved  the  fciences,  and  were  then 
by  fiir  the  firft  people  of  their  time#     Hu- 
iban  nature  is '  ever  fbll  of  inconfiftencies. 

Cordova  wears  now  but  a  poor  and  me- 
lancholy appearance,  and  Yeems  funk  in 
6  indolence, 
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indolence,   diitj    ruins^  riiifery,   and  con- 
vents*    The  palace  of  the  great  Almanzor 
is   turned    into    an   Inquifition,    that     is^ 
f be  part  which  is  not  in  ruins.     Indeed, 
,moft   of  their   beautiful   remains    in   this 
country  are  now  in  ruins,  or  buried  under 
ground,  or,  which  is  nearly  the  fame,  dif- 
pofed  of  to  friars,    who   have  altered  or 
defaced  them  from  motives  of  fuperftitious 
feiimity  ;  except  fome  of  thofe  at  Granada,' 
.   which  have  been  flightly  repaired  by  Mr. 
Walh 

We  could   find   only  two  artifts  hereV 
Frenchmen,  and  they  are  but  poorly  fup- 
ported,  chiefly  by  the  church.     But  they 
are  on  the  point  of  departure.     Some  of 
their  bell  works,  ftatues,  and  vafes,  which 
they  had  been  long  preparing  for  the  public 
walk  here,  were  thrown  down  and  deftroy- 
ed  the  firft  night,  by  the  barbarous  popu- 
lace, to  the  great  mortification  of  the  poor 
artifts,  and  of  the   Corregidor^  a  man  of 
fom6  tafte,  who  bad  before  improved  the 
public  walks  of  Efija.     Such  is  the  fate 
of  arts  and  pbilofophy  in    this  countiy,' 

whicb 
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which  gives  a  tolerable  image  of  the 
great  progrefs  with  which  this  natioa 
had  been  flattering  itfelf,  ever  fince  the 
Bourbon  fucceffion  to  thefe  kingdoms* 
The  Bourbons  certainly  do  not  mean  that. 
Spain  fliould  advance  far  in  arts,  popula-- 
tion,  or  power ;  otherwife  they  might 
and  would  have  taken  other  methods  to  ac- 
complifh  it. 

A  decent  public  walk  (Alameda)  to 
every  town,  is  a  very  agreeable  and  conv 
mendable  part  of  public  police,  and  is 
ftill  kept  up  in  Spain  with  more  affiduity 
and  good*  tafte,  than  in  many  better 
countries. 


We  alfo  found  here  fome  very  fine  wo- 
men,  and  agreeable  fociety  j  and,  I  think, 
the  fex  have  been  more  favoured  in  thefe 
countries,  and  particularly  Granada,  as  to 
perfonal  beauty,  than  in  moft  other  parta 
of  Spain ;  perhaps  from  fome  remaining 
mixture  of  Mooriih  blood.  You  know 
my  prepoflfeffions  in  favour  of  mixing  dit 
fcrent  races  of  people. 

In 
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In  moft  of  tbeir  coiifidertble  country 
towns,  we  ftill  meet  with  fomc  geiitrj^,  who, 
with  the  church  and  the  military,  form 
very  agreeable  little  focieties,  tertulias ;  the 
merits  and  pkafures  of  which  are  chiefly 
owing  to  the  good  humour,  native  graces, 
wit,  and  affability  of  the  ladies,  fo  generally 
remarkable  in  this  nation. 

La  Ciccjbeatura  (el  cortejar)  feems  now 
as  univerfally  and  firmly  eftabiifhed  in  this 
GO^Qtry  as  in  Italy,  and  this  kind  of  illicit 
love  connections  feems  to  be  tacitly  under- 
ftood,  and  agreed  to,  by  all  the  part^ 
concerned.  The  ftranger,  foon  after  bis* 
arrival,  is  impatiently  expefted  to  fix  his 
choice,  make  his  prefents,  and  go  through 
Ac  ulual  formulae  of  fuch  attachments, 
in  which  they  are  mOi?e  conftiant,  and 
more  in  earneft,  than  their  neighbbnrs 
the  French,  or  even  the  Italians^  From^ 
tile  pkafures  of  thofe  agreeable  f<!)d:€ti€^^ 
we  are  perhaps  too  ready  to  forgive  the  dd- 
§ctencies  of  the  members  as  individudis';i 
but  when  we  come  coolly  to  consider  tto 
^endenqy  of  their  maanerS)  trotb  ^mA  w^ 

tue 
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tu€  require  that  we  withdraw  fome  part  of 
our  efteem. 

iTie  provincial  gentry,  in  imitation  ot 
tKeir  fuperiprs  in  the  capital,  thus  lead 
moftly  an  idle,  and  what  we  fhould 
call  an  ufelefs,  perhaps  a  vicious  life,  di- 
vided between  the  coach,  cards,  the 
Chutchj  and  intrigue.  A  manly  education, 
and  ufeful  ftadies }  foreign  travel ;  virtues 
and  abilities  of  public  importance^  or  any 
eflfbrts  for  the  good  of  the  country ;  are 
little  thought  of^  or  attempted,  perhaps 
becaufe  they  may  appear  inapplicable  to 
any  beneficijil  purpofe  in  this  country;  and 
the  private  fatisfadion  of  fuch  acquire- 
ments is  feldom  found  to>,be  a  fufficient 
motive  to  overcome  the  trouble  they  may 
coftk  But  the  Spaniards  feem  born  with  a 
dilpofition  to  mirth,  dancing,  mufic:  the 
praaice  and  proficiency  in  thefe,  form  at 
once  the  fum  of  their  endowments,  the 
amufement  of  their  focieties,  and  the  chief 
btifinefs  of  their  lives,  and  indeed  may 
procure  them,  greater  happinefs  than 
more  folid  or  ferious  occupations  could  do: 

Vol.  II.  O  m 


I  \ 


j^  LETTERS   FROM  SPAIN. 

« 

in  this  country.  There  are,  howevet^ 
^lany  exceptions  to  all  thefe  too  general 
idcdiSy  and  doubtkfs  more  than  we  can 
know  of;  and  even  thofe  amiable  women 
who  belong  to  fociety,  par  itat\  may  go 
thrpugh  the  forms  prefcribed  by  cuftom^ 
probably  with  perfeft  innocence. 

This  nation,  though  not  changeable,  is 
ufually  in  extremes.  A  real,  ttough  rather 
a  tacit  opinion,,  feems  now  to  prevail,  ef 
the  kmociencc  and  propriety  of  thofe  la- 
teral love  attachments,  as  much  as  it  was 
formerly  againft  them.  Many,  I  know, 
are  fecrctly  perfuaded,.  that  where  the  plea- 
ftirfes  of  aril  concerned  are  increafed,.  with- 
out injury  to  any  other  perfoA, ,  there  caa 
be  nothing  really  criminal  or  injurious. 
No  inquilitorial  feverity  can,  ftifle  eVery 
private  opinion.  Such  opinions^  and  prac- 
tices have  often  privately  prevailed  in  this 
nation.  We  might  ihftance  Uhe  ilumim* 
dos  during  the  reign  of  Philip  IV»  and 
lately  la  bella  union. 

In  toleration,    Chriftianity,   or   at  le^ft 
popery,  has,,  I  believe,  been  generally  out- 

dooe 
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done  by  Mahomedfrn.  Hetty  at  Cordova  ^ 
as  arts  and  learning  advanced  among  the 
Mc>brs^  religious  toleration  kiept  pace^  and 
there  were  minj  intlerixiarriages  between 
the  Mahometans  and  Chriftislns.  If  dieir 
empire  could  have  remained,  ftnd  coa'^ 
tinued  to  improve,  it  might  have  helped 
to  Kaftett  the  advancement  and  civilization 
of  Europe  as  well  as  of  the  world,  to  re* 
concile  thofe  two  inimical  fe£ts,  and  foften 
that  barbarous  inveteracy,  which  muft  now 
perhaps  for  ever,  attend  their  local  repara- 
tion, till  the  one  exterminate  the  other. 

Spain  and  Spaniards  might  probably  be 
confiderably  improved,  if  their  gentlemen 
could  be  made  to  travel  more,  for  they  are 
perhaps  the  beft  travellers  of  us  all,  as 
RoufTeau  obferves ;  and  if  the  church 
could  be  perfuaded  to  fct  bounds  to  her- 
felf,  and  more  eafily  admit  of  ftrangers 
and  heretics.  The  great  Almanzor,  and 
others  of  the  Moorifh^  princes,  could  per- 
fuade  theit  priefts  to  admit  the  arts, 
againil  their  original  tenets,  and  could  make 
theni  interpret  their    barbarous   exclufive 
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religion  into,  univerfal  principles  of  bene- 
volence. A  whole  race  of  princes  of 
Orange  could  teach  the  different  feds  of 
chriftians  to  tolerate  each  other*  Are  we 
never  again  to  fee  a  prince  in  this  coni^try 
who  fhall  have  at  once  influence  and  li- 
berality enough,  with  force  and  benevolence 
of  mind,  to  a£(  with  fuccefe  oa  fucb 
principles  ? 
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LETTER     XX. 

Mobility.     Mlrtb  and  Happtnefs.     AntiquU 
tics.     Arts  and  Population. 

IN  cenfidering  the  nobility  of  fome  coun- 
tries, we  are  led  to  doubt  whether  the 
firft  and  moft  aiftinguifhed  ranks  of  men  be 
always   the  beft   part  of  the  nation,  and 
muft  fufpedt  that  there  may  be  in  the  na- 
ture of  hereditary  honours  a  tendency  to- 
wards degeneracy.     To'  keep   a  body  of 
nobility  up  to  the  true  fpirit  of  honour  and 
virtue,  perpetual  and  powerful  motives  to 
exertion  are  probably  requifite  ;  fuch  as  the 
fi^ntiments  of  chivalry,  maintained  by  fome 
conftant  great  employ,  as  that  of  war  or 
of  legiflation,  and  all  other  great  objeds 
of  public  weal.     In  fuch  a  government  as 
this,  thofe  motives  cannot  probably  exift 
in  force  and  quantity,  fufficient  for  the  pur- 
pofc.     Where  they  have  fo  little  hopes  of 
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any  fignal  employment^  and  are  excluded 
from  the  management  of  public  affairs, 
and  even  of  their  own,  a  life  and  charadter 
difpofed  to  idlenefs  and  diflipation  at  lead, 
are  amoqg  the  coafequences  to  be  ex* 
jpeftedf 

If  old  families  were  not  to  wear  out, 
and  become  extindt,  leaving  room  for  a 
frefti  fuppLy,  a  corps  de  noblejfi  would  pro- 
l)ably  degenerate  much  fafter.  The  firft 
man  of  his  farpily  is  frequently  worth  all 
the  reft  of  it  who  come  after  him :  indeed, 
we  cannot  expeft  in  his  pampered  pofterity 
to  find  much  of  his  fpirit  or  chara<3:er3| 
which  w^s  probably  formed  by  a  life  of 
hardfliips,  dangers,  and  difficulties ;  whence 
then  this  his  anxious  cafe  in  providing 
for  his  pofterity  fuch  a  load  of  riches  and 
honours  as  may  probably  render  them  good 
for  nothing  ?  This  queftion  may  caufe.  you 
to  think  and  produce  various  fpeculations 
on  fo  important  a  fubject,  and  on  human 
nature  and  fociety,  which  is  the  chief  end 
of  thefe  Letters.  Your  Englifh  nobility, 
frpm  bgipg  hereditary  legiflf^tors  and  judges. 
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and  being  forced  into  a  more  temperate 
kind  of  pride,  are  led  to  have  recourfe  to 
other  merits  befides  thofe  of  birth ;  and 
may  be  longer  kept  up  to  their  proper  cha- 
iradler* 

Speculative  philofophcrs,  and  book-*mcn, 
may  be  indulged  in  the  common  cant  of 
ill-treating  heroes  and  conquerors,  as  the 
greateft  and  beft  of  them  will  always  re- 
quire fome  control*  But  if  titles  and  pre- 
eminence were  only  acquired,  as  they  ought 
to  be,  by  really  ferving  the  public,  we 
flxould  find  by  the  general  voice,  that  emi- 
nence in  war  firft,  and  then  in  legiflation  or 
government,  would  moft  ennoble  anddiftin- 
guifh  men  in  fociety.  The  employments 
^hat  require  the  ftrongeft  minds  and  moft 
vigorous  exertions,  muft  be  of  the  greateft 
importance,  and  military  honours  will  gene- 
rally hold  the  firft  rank;  nor  can  it  pro- 
bably long  remain  otherwife  in  any  nation^ 
as  war  will  ever  be  neceffary,  at  times, 
while  men  are  men^  la  the  greateft  cha- 
raders,  you  fee  that  of  a  warrior  has  ever 
been  the  chief  requifite  ;  and  this  has  al- 

,04  ways 


100         LETTERS    FROM   SPAIN. 

ways  been  perceived  by  fuch  men  ;  and  on 
their  early  perception  of  it,  have  their  rife 
and  future  greatnefs  been  built.  Tliie 
modern  orders  of  nobility,  though  origin-!^ 
ally  military,  having  loft  much  of  the  an-*' 
cient  fpirit  and 'purity  of  chivalry,  may 
Jiave  greatly  changed,  and  probably  weaken- 
ed the  force  and  enthufiafm  of  char^ifter  ia 
the  firft  ranks  of  men :  hencq  a  fifequent 
and  neceffary  recouffe,  in  modern  times, 
to-  new  military  diftindions ;  and  fome 
wife  prince  may  yet  find  a  great  refource 
in  diftributing  honours  according  to  their 
original  intention,  and  in  beftowiog  the 
higheft  titles  on  military  merit.  It  is  faid, 
they  are  trying  this  in  Ruflia,  but  I  be- 
lieve it  requires  a  free  or  mixed  govern-^ 
pient  to  give  fuch  a  meafiire  all  its  effedl : 
with  theuji  it  is  only  a  piece  of  foblifh  af-? 
fedatipn,  with  which  that  coi;rt  jfeems  full 
as  plentifully  ftored  as  any  other.  This,  and 
feveral  other  of  her  afluming  operations, 
look  as  if  Ruflia  laid  herfelf  out  entirely 
for  conqueft,  and  only  ferve  to  make  the 
•world  jealous  and  afraid  pf  her,  with- 
cut  caufe ;  for  ^e  cannot  in  fa^  be  ii^  4 
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ilate  to  produce  real  dread  or  danger  to 
Europe,  perhaps  for  many  ages  to  come  j 
and  then  the  world  may  all  be  improved 
and  civilized,  which  will  render  any  gene-* 
ral  conqueft  impoffible. 

If  the  Eiiropein  governments  have  moft 
.  of  them  a  gradual  tendency  towards  a  re^ 
fined  fpecies  9f  defpotifm  ;  if  the  old  ro-^ 
mantic  notions  of  honour,  and  all  the  re- 
mains of  chivalry,  muft,  by  degrees,  wear 
put,  aad  the  races  of  nobles  naturally  de-« 
generate,  while  the  people,  or^thitd  eftate, 
are  nobody  (except  with  you),  and  muft 
therefore  afford  but  a  bad  fupply  to  recruit 
the  torps  de  nohlejfe  ;  what  control  will  then 
yeniain  over  mankind,  the  governors  or 
governed,  both  naturally  more  vicious  and 
improvident  as  government  degenerates 
into  tyranny,  and  gets  beyond  all  reftraint? 
Where  will  nations  then  find  virtue  and 
Jiqnour  fufficient  to  arreft,  or  even  regulate 
the  progrefs  of  depravity,  and  prevent  the 
l-uin  of  themfelves  and  their  .  pofterity  X 
What  can  then  flop  the  decline  of  this  old 
^nd  worn-out  part  of  the  world  ?  Europe 
fnufljj    perhaps,   in  time  follow  the  fleps 

and 
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aud  the  fate  of  Afia^  efpecially  if  fhe  (hould 
ever  be  tempted  again  to  purfue  her  con«> 
quefts  in  that  quarter.  But  I  (hall  not  now 
trouble  you  with  profecuOng  thefe  airy  ipe* 
culations  any  farther ;  they  are  only  ftartcd 
as  hints  fpr  your  future  confideration,  and 
not  unworthy  the  attention  of  the  phijofp^ 
pber  who  watches  the  tendency  of  ow 
manners  and  fyftems  of  governments 

But  to  return  to  Spain.  Many  miftake 
the  prefent  character  of  the  Spaniards^  and 
particularly  their  jealoufy  and  gravity.  I 
believe  you  will  find  lefs  jealoufy,  and 
more  g6od  mirth  among  them,  than  in  all 
the  affeded  gaiety  and  noife  of  fome  of 
their  neigh^pours,  There  is,  to  be  fure,  in 
the  very  excefs  and  abundance  of  their  wit, 
joy,  and  good-humour,  a  certain  fteady 
evennefs  of  manner,  equally  diflant  from 
levity,  as  from  pedantry  or  ai!e6:ation ; 
this  is  obfervable  in  all  they  dOt  With  4 
kind  of  dry  and  grave  humour,  one  of  the 
company  will  often  talk  or  fmg  all  the  reft 
into  an  extreme  of  mirth  and  laughter^ 
preferving  all  the  while  a  moft  ferene  and 

placid 
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placid  jBrmneis  of  countenance  himfel^ 
aomo  quien  no  dice  nada.  We  find  in  them 
more  mirth  and  happinefs  than  may  at  firfl: 
feem  compatible  with  their  poverty  and  in- 
dplence.  But  fortunatcjy,  fi^ch  is  often 
the  lot  of  poor  countries:  poco  blcn y  bicfit 
^t^yio.  The  fcarcity  of  good  things  feems 
to  be  fully  compenfated  by  the  more  lively 
(enjoyment  of  the  few  they  retain.  Some 
wants  and  difficulties  feem  to  be  among 
the  neceflary  ingredients  of/ human  life: 
we  are  foon  fpoiled  by  J)lpnty  and  indul- 
gence. Volunt^Iry  exertions  cannot  al-» 
ways  be  equal  to  thofe  of  neceffity* 
Kiches  and  fuccefs  will,  in  general,  di-- 
minifh  Qur  powers  both  of  body  and  mind, 
by  removing  at  once  the  fources  of  exer- 
tions and  enjoyment.  Human  nature 
happily  accommodates  itfelf  to  fituation; 
and  this  cheerful,  though,  carelefs  manner 
of  wearing  their  chains,  is  probably,  the 
bell  for  the  prefent  condition  of  thefe 
people^  y  afi  no  ay  mal  que  por  Men  no 
fuenga^  as  Sancho's  ftories  go  :  every  thing 
has  its  ufe.  When  we  think  of  improving 
|lie  wprld^   we  flioiild  firft  confider  well, 

whethei;L 
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whether  hjippinefs  may  not  be  already 
more  equally  diftributed  than  could  be 
done  by  all  our  wifdom  and  benevolence  ; 
and  that  every  conliderable  alteration  ia 
fociety  fhould  be  much  wan^d  and  de- 
fired  by  the  people  themfelves  before 
it  is  attempted  :  let  us^  not  force  it  on 
them  before  we  have  taught  them  to  wifljt 
for  it. 

.  •  This  country  affords  more  objeds  for 
the  antiquary  than  the  artift:  few  re-« 
markable  pieces  of  modern  art  are  to  be 
found,  except  in  the  royal  palaces:  ,yet 
'  Spain,  you  know,  has  produced,  fome 
good  painters  and  tolerable  archite&s;  a 
fe\j!/  of  thefe  have  ftruck  out  new  paths,  I 
think,  with  fome  fuccefs.  The  builder  of 
the  Efcurial  was  a  man  of  genius,  and  had 
grand  ideas.  If  it  was  really  intended  to 
be  built  in  the  form  of  a  gridiron,  the  idea 
probably  came  from  Philip, 

# 

The   remains    of   antiquity  here    have 
been  learnedly  treated  by  their  own  anti-. 
quaries,    though  not   yetvfufficiently   dug 
pp  bv  the  worl^men  ;  and  thefe  are  hither- 
to 
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to  objeds  of  mere  curiofity,  without  any 
influence  on  the  national  taftc  or  improve- 
ment^  as  with  you,  where  your  carpenters 
and  fmiths  begin  already  to  worjs:  in  the 
ftyle  of.  thofe  of  Greece  and  Rome.  I 
hope  you  now  perceive,  that  the  8000/.  to 
Sir  W.  H— ,  for  thofe  mufeum  antiquities, 
was  not  thrown  away  j  and  we  may  hope 
that  the  labours  of  a  Bentley,  a  Wedge- 
\v6od,  and  other  ingenious  manufacturers, 
will  turn  to  public  benefit,  and  the  diiFu- 
iion  of  good  tafte. 

The  Spaniards  might  learn  many  good 
things  from  the  Roman  monuments  and 
antiquities  j  as,  the  police,  management, 
and  divifion  of  the  country ;  roads  and 
modes  of  communication  j  methods  of 
building,  of  watering,  cultivating,  and  di- 
viding their  lands ;  in  various  arts  and 
trades:  they  might  alfo  learn  much  from 
fome  .of  thefe  Germans,  and  other  fo- 
reigners ;  from  Catalonia-,  and  ftill  morg^ 
from  Bifcaya,  and  fometimes  even  at  their 
own  doors :  they  have  many  examples 
fcattered  about  the  kingdom  of  what  they 

ought 
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ought  to  do :  but  it  is  too  plain^  that  iid 
example,  or  temporary  puWic  affiftance^ 
can  have  its  natural  eflfeds  here*  Somtf 
of  the  fineft  parts  of  their  country  are  the 
kaft  peopled,  their  extenfive  Jierras :  thia 
of  Sierra  Moferia,  which  extends  from 
Murcia  to  Portugal,  is  fulfof  fine  vallies^ 
with  a  variety  of  foils,  of  wood  and  water^ 
which  are  all  wanting  in  their  arid  plains^ 
the  only  parts  they  have  attempted  to  in^ 
habit,  and  which  are  accordingly  very 
thinly  peopled  and  miferably  cultivated. 
They  feem  determined  to  fpare  no  la- 
bour ih  counterading  nature,  and  juftly 
ijicceed  in  proportion  to  the  wifdom  of 
their  efforts. 

There  are  more  paintings  at  Seville  than 
at  Cordova.  We  found  there  fome  geit- 
tlemen  collectors,  and  a  good  many  pieces 
of  Morillo,  particularly  in  the  convent 
where  he  ended  his  days*  This  .devout 
ovay  of  paffing  the  latter  part  of  life  in  con- 
vents, continues  ftill  to  be  the  fafhion  in 
Spain,  in  which  they  are  perhaps  more  con- 
j[iftent  with  their  principles  than  ourfelves.  I 

cannot 
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cannot  pretend  to  be  fuch  a  connolfleur  a^ 
to  cany  in  my  eye,  from  one  diftant  coun- 
try to  another,  the  meafure  of  merit  of 
different  mafters ;  but  it  appears  to  me,  as 
if  Velafquez  and  Morillo  Ihould  ftand  next 
to  the  very  fir  ft  of  the  Italian  fchool,  not 
only  as  faithful  imitators  of  nature,  but 
fometimes  foaring  above  her,  towards  the 
true  fublime,  and  particularly  the  former; 
the  one  feems  to  dignify,  and  the  other  to 
beautify  nature^ 
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Country.  Seguidillas.  Timber.  Sheep  i 
Corporations*  Nitre.  Military  Schools. 
Aranjue%k. 

Madrid^  1779. 

W£  have  pa  fled  through  an  eftate  of 
the  duke  of  Alva,  near  Cordova, 
a  country  abounding  in  beauties,  as  ufual 
about  the  fkirts  of  mountains,  but  mores 
particularly  about  this  fublime  Sierfa  Mo* 
rena.  It  was  there  the  late  Duke  was 
bani(hed,  and  he  confiderably  improved 
the  lands j  planting  olive-woods,  building 
fome  good  oil-mills,  ftores,  &c.  We 
found  a  wheel  on  the  river,  forty  feet  dia^ 
meter,  which  raifed  water  nearly  to  that 
height,,  for  watering  fome  gardens,  fo 
fimple  as  to  require  no  attendance^  but 
only  repairs. 

«  • 

La  Mancha — the  country    of  the  re* 
nowned  Don  Quixote,  may  be  remarked 

for 
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for  .fimplicity,  poverty,  niirth,  and  mufic. 
Th€  country  refembles  moft  of  the  other 
internal  Spanifli..  plains,  a  dry,  naked, 
brown  clay,  without  a  green  fpot,  and 
hardly  a  Ihrub  to  be  feen,  except  when  the 
vines  are  in  leaf.  But  in  thefe  few  poor 
clay, villages^  there  is  plenty  of  good  wine 
and  good  bread,  and  iiothing  but  dancing 
and  fingin^  in  or  out  of  doors  all  the 
evenings.  Poverty  and  mirth  go  together 
in  thefe  happy  climes. 

This  feems  the  origmal  country  of  thofe 
charming  little  fongs  called  Seguidillas  \ 
their  natural  foil,  where  they  grow  fpon- 
taneoufly,  made  often  extempore^  and 
feldom  written  or  noted  down.  Great 
numbers  are  made,  fung,  and  danced  here, 
^which  are  never  known  in  the  reft  of 
Spain,  jmd  they  are  probably  more  in  the 
true  old  national  tafte,  than  even  at  Madrid. 
I  was  forry  I  had  not  time  to  make  a  larger 
colledion  of  them.  We  could  willingly, 
and  pleafantly,  have  pafled  much  more 
time  in  fome  of  thofe  poor  places.  There 
is,  in  Spaniih   manners,  in  the  language, 

Vet.  II.  ?  mirth. 
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mirth,  and  gracia  of  the  people,  a  fome^ 
thing  that  attaches  and  engages  thofe  wbo 
enter  into  the  tafte  and  fpirit  of  it,  but 
which,  till  then,  is  incomprehenfible  to 
the  ftranger  or  palling  vifiton 

We  might  almoft  meafure  the  degrees  of 
bad  government,  in  different  countries^  by 
the  deftruAion  or  want  of  timber.  In  Spain, 
fcarce  a  tree  is  to  be  feen,  except  fuch 
as  yet  grow  among  inacceflible  mountains* 
It  is  faid  that  timber  diminifhes  even  in 
England,  where  fo  much  id  planted.  Man 
is  a  deftrudi ve  animal  where  he  is  not'  well 
treated.  He  requires  good  ufage,  and 
great  fecurity,  to  render  him  provident  for 
a  future  day, .  and  efpedally  for  pofterity. 

We  met  fome  of  the  ganado  merino^  or 
fine  wool  Iheep,  in  large  ftraggling  flocks, 
on  their  travels  from  the  northern  moun- 
tains to  winter  in  the  fouthern'  plains.  Some 
flocks  travel  above  a  hundred  long  leagues 
twice  a  year.  But  Bowles  will  give  you 
all  the  particulars.  Salt  is  a  neceflary  part 
of  their  food.  There  is  ftill,  I  find,  fome 
difpute  even  here  about  the  proper  quan- 

tity* 
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tity.  The  breeding  of  thofe  fine  wool 
flieep  is  probably  only  fit  for  a  country 
like  this,  thinly  inhabited,  little  cultivated^ 
and  without  fences :  but  I  doubt  of  its^  being 
the  moft  profitable  kind  of  produce,  even 
here,  where  every  thing  would  grow,  I 
believe,  with  a  little  more  pains,  and  more 
water,  both  of  which  might  be  had. 
However,  this  wool  has  long  been  a  na- 
tional object  in  Spain:  they  have  a  code 
of  laws  on  purpofe.  The  privileges  of  the 
M^a  (or  flieep  company)  probably  pre- 
vent inclofures,  planting,  and  improve- 
ments :  the  want  of  trees  moft  likely  con- 
tributes to  their  want  of  water.  It  feems 
the  fine  wool  is  worth  above  a  hundred 
reals  per  aroba^  but  the  common  fort  only 
twelve  or  fifteen. 

Let  all  ftates  beware  of  great  corporate 
bodies  of  people,  and  admit  evi^n  fmali 
ones  only  on  very  good  and  obviou^^^rea^ 
fons.  The  natural  fubdivifion  of  fociety 
is  into  families;  colledtive  bodies  more 
numerous  may  be  dangerous  or  injurious 
to  the  public,  and  may  be  eafily  brought 

P  2  to 
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to  combine  agalnft  the  reft  of  the  nationj 
The  principles  and  formation  of  great 
companies  and  corporations  are  not  yet 
well  undetftood.  England,  Holland,'  &c. 
after  having  got  rid  of  the  old  ftyle  of 
monopolies,  are  probably  launching  again 
too .  far,  in  admitting  new  kinds  of  cor- 
porate bodies,  of  imperia  in  imperio.  The 
true  fpirit  and  natural  iterations  of  thofe 
may  not  be  underftood,  till  One,  or  fome 
cafy  combination  of  them,  fliall  feize  or 
over-rule  the  ftate. 

There  muft  be  much  nitre  in  the  air 
here,  or  the  earth  muft  be  well  adapted  for 
generating  or  extracting  it  from  thence, 
or  both ;  for  the  fame  heaps  of  earth, 
without  any  change,  addition,  or  mixture, 
give  nearly  the  fame  quantity  of  faltpetre 
every  year,  at  the  works  near  Tembleque. 
This  I  was  told  by  feveral  different  fcts 
of  workmen.  They  have  powder-mills  on 
the  Guadiana,  near  this  place. 

We  faw  their  horfe-academy  at  Ocmo^ 
for  educating  officers  for  the  cavalry  <Hily* 

This 
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This  is  a  fmall  town  with  eleven  convents. 
The  plan   of  this  fchool,  like  moft  other  . 
Spaniih   ideas  on  public    matters,   is   too 
great  ever  to  be  completed.     Their  defigns 
are  generally  gigantically  magnificent,  and 
impracticable :    Muley    Ifhmaers   palacqvS, . 
If  all  the  fix   or  feven  military   fchools,' 
fcattered      about     this     kingdom,      were 
united  into  one  or  two,  they  would  pro- 
bably be  attended   with  mere  efFedl  and 
ceconomy, 

.  The  modern  pradice  of  dividing  and 
fubdividing  labour,  fo  neceflary  in  moft 
arts  and  trades,  is  apt  to  be  carried  too  far, 
and  to  be  adopted  where  it  is  unneceffary, 
or  hurtful,  as  in  the  military,  Since  this 
fpirit  of  feparating.  things  which  are  na- 
turj^Uy  cpnneded,  has  taken  place;  fince 
we  attend  more  to  fancied  and  forced 
diftindlions,  than  to  natural  connexions 
q£  things,  and  are  loft  in  a  diminutive 
ftyle  of  minute  philofophy ;  I  think  the 
ftrength  of  genius  and  of  fancy  has  di- 
miniflied,  and  the  human  mind  has  de-r 
generated,  fince  thofe  times  when  a  maA 

P  3  could 
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could  be  at  once  a  ftatefman,  philofopher, 
foldier,  mufician,  poet,  author,  &c.  But 
a  man  now  takes  only  a  part  of  a  profei^ 
lion,  and  is  fit  for  nothing  clfe.  Even  an 
officer  of  horfe  is  often  a  novice  in  the 
affairs  of  infantry.  I  fhould  rather  be  in- 
clined to  think,  with  Cicero  and  Vitru- 
vius,  that  no  man  can  be  very  great  in  any 
thing  of  importance,  without  knowing 
almofl  every  thing.  All  is  connected  in 
»this  world :  though,  I  believe,  I  preach- 
ed   this    dodlrine   before     to    our    friend 

C ;    I   wifli    you,    in   particular,    to 

confider  it  well,  that  you  may  endeavour 
to  become  great  as  a  foldier,  a  fenator, 
a  farmer,  &(:.  for  they  all  affift  each 
other. 

jiranjuez  has  many  beauties  in  its  fine 
fhady  walks,  river,  and  gardens ;  occupy- 
ing a  pretty  little  plain,  which  finks  down 
to  a  level  with  the  river,  and  is  hidden 
from  the  rude  and  naked  high  country 
that  furrounds  it :  a  fine  pidlure  in  a 
huge  ugly  frame :  a  pleafant  and  fhady, 
but  not  cheerful,  tetreat.     There  is  fome- 

thing 
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thing  rather  melancholy  and  Moorifh  about 
feme  of  the  gardens  and  buildings.  And 
about  Spanifh  places,  I  think,  there  is 
generally  fomething  in  a  ruined  or  un- 
finifhed  ftate,  that  tends  to  deaden  the 
i?vhole.  The  chapel,  fome  pidkures,  and 
apartments,  merit  attention;  but  I  muft 
leave  the  defcription  to  others. 


P4 
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I 

Madrid.  '  Arts.  People.  EfcuriaL  Old 
Cajlile.  Flocks.  Towns.  Church.  Corn. 
Water.     Gavernment. 

I  WISH  to  haften  through  this  journey, 
which  you  may  begin  to  think  rather 
tirefome,  as  I  do;  and  1  muft  tell  you,  for 
your   comfort,    that    moft    other    Spanifh 
travellers  think  the  fame.     However,  with 
your   youth,  curiofity,   and  a   little   more 
pradlice  in  the  language,  you  ,may  eafily, 
and  even  pleafantly,  get  over  all  their  mag- 
nified difficulties.      Though  I  ,do  not  intend 
to  trouble  you  with   many  particulars,  I 
will  not  promife  that  fome  reflediions  may 
not  ftill  interrupt  our  progrefs,  and  exercife 
your  patience,  for  which  you  will  have  fo 
much  occafiori  here. 

Of  Madrid^  the  particulars  I  fhall  leave 
to  other  ample  accolints^  already  publifhed: 
it  is  now  a  tolerably  clean  country  town, 

with 
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Xvith  fome  few  good  ftreets  and  buildings; 
but  no  pleafant  environs :  the  moment  you 
get  without  the  gates,  you  may  fancy 
yourfelf  in  a  Spanifh  defert  again.  The 
king  has  an  excellent  colle<3;ion  of  pictures 
in  his  new  and  magnificent  palace :  but 
you  have,  and  will  foon  have  more  labour- 
ed accounts  of  all  thefe  things,  by  profefled 
connoifleurs. 

It  muft  be  allowed,  that  moft  princes 
now  take  fome  pains  to  encourage  and  re- 
vive the  arts;  but  thefe  do  not  feem  to 
anfwer  the  call  anywhere  fo  readily  as 
with  you  ;  and  it  gives  pleafure  to  fancy 
and  forefee  them  repairing  to  our  ifland  to 
increafe  and  multiply,  as  to  a  better  foil 
than  they  can  now  find  in  any  other  coun- 
try. It  would  feem,  that  thefe  great 
inonarchs  of  the  world  have  loft  the  fecret 
of  alluring  or  propagating  them.  I  do  not 
hear  of  any  Spanilh  ftudents  above  medio- 
crity. Wealth,  fecurity,  then  leifure, 
travel,  and  various  motives,  muft  con- 
fpire  to  produce  a  tafte  for  the  beauties  of 
patvjre  and  the  ancients.     Princes  do  not 

feem 
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feem  to  know,  that  if  all  the  arts  and 
fcienccs  were  fomehow,  by  chance  or 
force,  introduced  into  any  country  that  is 
badly  or  defpotically  governed,  and  hence 
defective  in  fecurity,  they  could-  not  be 
fixed,  or  rejnain  there,  but  would  ^oft 
probably  difappear  with  the  generation  that 
introduced  them. 

This  town  of  Madrid  is  not  yet  a  very 
healthy  place  I  believe,  from  what  we 
can  learn,  and  from  the  bilious  fallow 
aguiih  appearance  of  its  inhabitants :  they 
are  not  in  general  a  (lout  nor  a  handfome 
people,  and  have  a  certain  look  of  fecret 
difcontent  or  refignation,  or  fomething 
between  thefe,^  which  is  eafier  to  ohferve 
than  explain. 

J'hough  the  Spaniards,  in  general,  may 
not  appear  to  you,  at  firft,  fo  handfome 
or  good  looking  a  people  as  fome  other  of 
the  more  northern  races,  yet  in  pther  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  you  will  find,'  after  a 
little  habit  and  examination,  that  they  have 
a  certain  regularity  and  graceful  ftrength 
of  countenance  beyond  moft  other  nations : 
7.  ^nd 
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and  that  they  have  more  bodily  ftrength, 
vigour,  and  fpirit,  than  their  dry  and  meagre 
appearance  may  feem  to  indicate  j  and'  this 
will  appear  on  the  few  occafions  that  occur 
to  excite  their  exertion. 

The  Efcuriiil^-2L  romantic  bold  fituation, 
on  the  hills    that  ftirt  the   Guadarrama 
range   oif  mountains.      The   building,   in 
the  bold  and  fimple  Doric,  fo  uncommon 
and  unexpefted  in  fuch  a  country:    yet, 
on  the  whole,  I  think  it  far  beneath  the 
degrees  and  efFeds  of , beauty  and  grandeur, 
which  might  be  expe£led  from  fo  much 
labour  and  materials :   and,  as  ufual,  this, 
and    every  thing  in  the  country,    feems 
doomed  to  be  fpoilt  by  fomething  or  other 
difagreeably  melancholy,  dirty,  or  mean: 
here,  a  number  of  fmall  and  broken  win- 
dows ;  a  want  of  repairs,  and  of  cleanli- 
nefs ;     an    ugly   weather-beaten  kind   of 
ftone,  &c.    all  contribute  to  give  to  the 
whole  a  trifle  and  uninhabited  appearance* 
The  negledled  ftate  of  the  grounds  and 
fences,  the  dulnefs  of  the  court,  and  want 
pf '  amufements,    may    ftrike    one    with 

Moorifli 
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Moorifli  ideas  and  refemblances :  but  I  da 
not  mean  to  dwell  much  in  or  oo  palaces, 
and  muft  again  refer  you  to  others. 

We  go  on  from  the  Efcurial,  afcending 
thefe  Guadarraraa  mountains,  and  from  the 
higheft  get  a  view  of  the  great  plains  of 
Old  Caftile  before  us ;  and  look  back  upon, 
thofe  of  the  new,  behind  us,  over  Madrid^ 
and  far  beyond  it :  both  ways  a  grand  and 
extenfive,    but  not  a  very  cheerful,  pro- 
fpe<9: :  a  naked  brown  country  during  great 
part  of  the   year.     If  I   could  chufe  my 
party,  I  believe  I  fhould  Uke  better  to  exa- 
mine thefe  wild  and  romantic  mountains 
than   thofe  half-peopled  plains;    all   their 
mountains  are  full  of  interefting  objeds, 
and  of  fublime  and  beautiful  fcenesj  but  . 
they  are  few,  and  diftant  from  each  other. 

I  do  not  find  much  that  is  worth  copy-- 
ing  and  confidering  from  the  memoranda 
of  feveral  journies  through  the  now  naked 
plains  of  Old  Caftile  and  Leon;  where 
there  is,  indeed,  fo  little  to  be  feen,  be- 
fides  forae  fcattered  flocks  of  (heep,  and  a 
few  day  towns  and  villages,  very  thinly 

fcattered^ 
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Mattered,  full  of  dirt,  poverty,  and  ruins^ 
appearing  as  if  lately  burnt  down :  fcarce 
a  tree,  or  any  thing  green,  to  be  feen  dur* 
ing  moft  of  the  year ;  often  in  want  of 
water,  of  timber^  and  of  every  thing 
comfortable;  only  ftraw  for  fuel>  beds, 
feats,  &c.  In  fome  of  the  wool  towns, 
i.e.  where  the  wool  is  waflied,  we  faw 
fome  hdufes  with  a  few  glafs  windows,  as* 
a  very  rare  fight. 

We  found  that  thbfe  large  flocks  of  fheep 
belong  moftly  to  a  few  great  proprietors, 
chiefly  nobility,  who  Hve  in  Madrid,  while 
theii^  v^rretched  and  negledled  country  feems 
given  up  to  wafte,  or  to  thefe  few  fcattered 
flocks,  and  ragged  folitary  fhephprds :  but 
their   management    of  wool    and    (heep, 
Spain  has  retained  perhaps  better  than  any 
other  art ;  and  in  its  prefent  ftate.  Is  pro- 
bably one  of  the  fitteft  for  producing  wool, 
and  if  it  muft  want  water,  there  is  much 
of  it  that  can  hardly  be  turned  to  any  other 
ufe ;    for  which  reafon  I  think    it  is  not 
the  country  fitteft  for  working  up  the  wool, 
nor  for  many  other  operations  that  require 
great  population  and  induftry.     The  pro- 
ducing 
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ducing  and  the  working  up  of  materialsj 
are  not  neceflarily,  nay  are  often  incom-^ 
patible,  in  the  fame   country:   a  country 
of  Ihepherds  cannot  be  full  of  manufac- 
tures :  fome  countries  we  find  fit  for  one 
thing,  and  fome  for  another ;  fome  to  pro- 
duce materials,  others  to  fabricate  them  l 
and  if  each  nation  would  be  wife  enough  to 
keep  to  its  own  natural  ftaple,  it  would 
doubtlefs  be  much  better  for  the  world  at 
large.     Yet  they  mighty  and  would  pro- 
bably have  fome  more  manufadoriek  in 
their  towns  here,  if  their  government  had 
any  wifdom  or  goodnefs  to  refrain  from 
taxing  them,  and  to  give  fufficient  fecu-* 
rity,  liberty,  toleration :  or  rather  if  they 
were  to  abolifh  this  government^  and  create 
a  new  one.     Of  the  prefent  ftate  of  Spain, 
I  hope  you  begin  to  form  fome  general 
ideas,   which  I   think  are  fufficient,  and 
always  the  beft,  to  begin  with :  a  general 
notion  of  its  natural  hiftory  you  may  ac- 
quire from  Bowles  J  and  our  good  frifend 
D.  ign.  Afoy  may  fliew  you  his  fubterranc- 
ous  or  mineralogic  map  of  it.     Theie  ex- 
tenfive  plains  confift  of  other  lefler  ones^ 

of 
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of  different  heights  or  levels,  finking  fud-. 
denly  by  fteep  precipices,  where  two  or 
three^  different  ftrata  appear,  of  feveral 
yards  thicknefs  each,  all  horizontal:  the 
upper  ftratum  vifibly  form  the  furrounding 
mountains,  though  at  a  great  diftance* 
Such  is  the  make,  and  I  think,  a  tolerable 
fhort  defcription  of  this,  and  of  feveral 
other  great  plains  in  the  world. 

Their  chief  towns  lie  among  the  fkirts  of 
the  different  mountains*  that  almoft  fur- 
round  this  great  plain,  as  Segovia,  Valla* 
dolid,    Burgos,    Leon,    Aftorga    (for   ac- 
counts of  which  fee  Pontz).     There,  the 
country  generally  begins  to  be  more  varied, 
more  interfperfed  with  villages  and  culti- 
vation,  and  we  can  fee  that  it  has  for- 
merly been  dill  more  fo :  ruins  of  villages, 
caftles,  and  cultivation,  may  yet  be  traced : 
and  in  thofe  cities,  fome  melancholy  re- 
mains of  ancient  magnificence  dill  appear 
through  their  prefent  ruins,  filth,  and  po- 
verty.     Burgos  I  think  one  of  the  moll' 
interefting  of  thefe  towns  ;  it  was  formerly 
the  refidence  of  their  princes.   Some  ftreets, 

\  confifting 
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confifting  o£  old  palaces  of  former  nobility, 
appeared  to  be  fcarcely  habitable,  but  we 
were  told  that  they  are  ftill  occupied  by 
genteel  families ;  poor  gentry,  of  which 
this  country  has  ftill  fome  remains,  too 
proud  and  too  lazy  to  work. 

There  is  fcarcely  any  thing  in  tolerable 
order  in  Spain  but  their  churches:  the 
old  cathedral  here  is  one  of  their  fineft 
Gothic  ftfudures.  Though'  the  parts  are 
of  very  different  and  capricious  ftyles  of 
architedure;  the  whole  is  noble  without 
being  heavy :  but  the  Greek  and  the  Gothic 
never  join  ^yell,  in  my  opinion,  though 
the -moderns  are  always  attempting  it,  as 
here,  and  I  think  ftill  without  fuccefs. 
They  tell  us,  this  pUce  is  much  improved 
lince  the  wool  duties  began  to  be  coUeded 
in  it,  and  the  export  turned  to  St.  Ander  j 
it  muft  then  have  been  wretched  indeed 

before  that  period. 

» 

Leon  may  have  been,  and  might  eafily 
again  be  made  a  very  fine  city  :  fituated  on 
fome  fmall  rivers,  as  they  iffue  from  the 
.fountains  to  the  north  of  it,  and  which 

form 
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form  a  noble. back  .ground,  with  much  fine 
country  and  good  foil  all  around.  Here 
is  a  charmii;jg  conveut  or  abbey,  poflefled 
by  the  priefts  of  St.  Jago :  but  Pontz  will 
toon  give  us  large  accounts  of  all  thefe. 

They  have,  however,  in  thefe  dry  brown 
plains  of  Caftile,  fometimes  tolerable  crops 
of  wheat,  and  of  a  good  hard  grain ;  but 
they  attempt  little  or  Ho  other  produce. 
Poverty,  the  church,  and  want  of  markets 
for  their  furplus  produce,  if  they  ha4  any, 
are  among  their  greateft,  and  are  quite 
fufficicnt,  obilacles  to  their  improvement  in 
agriculture.  It  would  doubtlefs  be  difficult, 
and  ha6  hithejto  been  impoifible,  to  open 
a  commumc^ion  fufiicient  to  tranfport 
corn  from  thefe  inlsypid  parts,  which  are 
fhut  tip  from  the  &a  and  frolm  each 
other  by  mountains.  The  plans  long  in 
agitation,  of .  roads  and  canals  for  thefe  . 
purpofes,  have  not  been  formed  with  any 
adequate  precifion  or  knowledge  of  the 
fubjeQ:  or  of  the  country,  and  are  im- 
pra^licaUe  in  its  prefeht  ftate  of  popula-  ' 
tion.     They  coriiplain  likewife  of  a  want 

Vol.  II.  Q^  and 
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^nd  uncertainty  of  water  and  of  crops  j 
but  this  was  not  alwaiys  the  cafe ;  at  at 
leaft  not  to  fo  great  a  degree,  when  better 
planted  and  peopled.  We  khow,  that  in 
former  times  corn  has  been  exported  from 
Spain^  and  that  numeroiis  armies  and  in-* 
habitants  have  been  fuppbrted  in  tbefe  now 
naked  deferts  ;  there  muft  thfen  have 
bfeett  fo'me  mode  of  wateridg  them,,  to 
a  ceitiin  extent  Some  Roman  feMains 
fhew  us  one  very  good  and  fimple  me- 
thod of  watering  certain  diftri<^i^^  by 
forming  large  tefereoifs,  like  lakes,  of  the 
ftreams  ad  they  iSue  frotn  the  ntOtint&itlS ; 
by  great  embankments  at  J?tt>p€r  places  j 
and  then  by  letting  off  the  ^ter  itl  ftiiall 
channels  to  the  loiv^er  gtountid.  This 
jtiethod  is  pra£tifed  in  PoVtugdl,  afid  tliiete 
arc  fome  Roman  workft  of  this  kind 
ftill  in  ufe  near  Merida  dnd  att  Alicsitit ; 
and  remains  of  them  at  other  places*  Silch 
refources  feem  abfolutely  neceffaty  to  ^gri* 
culture  in  the  internal  patts  of  this  pehin- 
fula,  where  there  is  generally  i  want  of  rain 
during  th^  fummer  dtid  autumn  (^uarters^ 

7  Wc 
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We  can  hardly  judge,  from  the  appear- 
ance of  a  country  in  its  defert  and  un- 
cultivated ft^te,  of  what  it  may  be  ca- 
pable, nor,  of  its  former  appearance  when 
cultivated  and  populous :  even  the  necef- 
fary  moifture  of  the  foil  may  have  difap- 
peared  from  thefe  plains  with  the  tfees  and 
cultivation:  in  that  ftate,  fome  countries 
become  gradually  covered  with  fand,  which 
would  be  prevented  by  annual  tillage. 

But  all  thefe  obftacles  of  nature,  which 
I  iu^ed  they  exaggerate,  might  Be  con- 
fiderably  overcome,  if  thofe  of  miftaken 
policy  and  bad  governmeot  were  once  re- 
movecL  In  fliort,  I  muft  frequently  repeat 
my  text,  that  the  form  of  government,  or 
of  fociety,  is  of  the  firft  importance,  how- 
ever overlooked  or  miftaken  by  travellers, 
poets,  or  the  people  themfelves.  Our  re- 
fearches  into  the  moral  or  political  caufea 
of  national  profperity  or  decline,  generally 
terminate  there.  Certain  forms  of  govern- 
ment neceflarily  pf ©duce  application,  know- 
ledge, wifdom,  fecurily,  induftry  j  and  to 
thefe    every  thing    is  poilible.      Around 

Qjz  fome 
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ibme  of  their  towns,  mofl  of  the  lands  to 
a  good  diftance  are  in  feme  fort  of  tillage, 
but  they  cannot  afford  to  meliorate  them,  1 
and  muft  prefer  plowing  up  badly  more 
frefh  land,  to  the  labour  and  expence  of 
improving  the  old.  Both  might  be  done 
under  wife  laws,  and  an  equitable  govern- 
ment ;  the  proprietors  living  more  ou  their 
eftates,  difpofing  of  them  as  they  pleafed, 
and  fuflSciendy  interefted  and  fecured  in 
their  produce  and  profits,  the  confequent 
increafe  of  population,  would  conlpire  to 
overcome  thole  obftacles  of  nature, .  and 
to  extend  and  improve  all  the  arts  conneA- 
ed  with  the  cultivation  of  the  earth :  the 
produdts  would  foon  increafe ;  roads  and 
canals  might  then  be  made  by  degrees :  all 
thefe  things  would  mutually  affift  each 
other ;  their  furplus  would  gradually  fifld 
its  way  to  diflant  markets,  and  new  ones 
would  appear  at  home. 
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LETTER    XXIIL 

Exampks.     Colonies  and  Companies.     Eajf 

Indies  f 

To  Mr.  a 

THOUGH  it  is  very  uncommon  to 
wifli  to  go  twice  the  fame  route  in 
this  country,  yet,  if  you  were  to  tempt  me 
with  the  party  you  mention,  I  could  per- 
haps bear  to  examine  it  better;  though, 
like  many  others,  I  often  find  myfelf  gcfc 
ting  gradually  more  out  of  humour  with 
it,  and  more  doubtful  if  ihy  thing  can  be 
learned  from  hence  of.ufe  to  mankind, 
unlefs  it  be  that  of  feeing  and  feeling,  fo 
to  ipeak,  more  forcibly  the  numerous  evil 
confequences  of  falfe  policy,  bad  govern- 
ment, and  a  worfe  religion :  leffons,  to  be 
fure,  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  mankind, 
or  to  nations, ,  and  which  cannot  be  too 
ftrongly  enforced  on  them,  if  they  could 
be  taught  to  profit  and  take  warning  from 
the  examples   of   their    neighbours,    arid 

9^3  learn 
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learn  from  the  experience  of  each  other. 
The  errors  of  other  nations  are  not  un- 
known to  us.  They  have  been  obferved 
and  ftudied  by  fome :  but  we  feem  only 
thereby  more  habituated  and  reconciled  to 
them ;  more  inclined  to  imitate,  and  to 
follow,  than  to  avoid  their  fall.  We,  in 
particular,  feem  of  late  to  be  forgetting, 
that  it  is  to  the  nature  and  form  of  our  go^ 
vernment  we  are  indebted  for  our  pre- 
eminence. The  nations  ufed  to  fliew  us 
to  their ;  tyrants  and  to  their  children, 
as  fomething  approaching  to  what  a  peo-^ 
pie  and  government  ought. to  he;  but  we 
already  begin  to  lofe  their  refped:  and 
admiration.  Since  this  mad  and  riiinous 
quarrel  with  our  colonies,  men  feem  to 
examine  aiul  to  doubt  the  juftice  of  your 
pretenfions  to  fuperiority  in  liberty,  fenfe, 
fcience,  generofity,  &c.  j  and  fee  too 
clearly  the  tyranny  and  abfurdity  of  any 
fovereignty  or  dominion  of  one  people  or 
nation  over  another. 

The  modern  fyftem  of  all-grafping  com- 
merce and  colonization,  you  know,  I  hold 

to 
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to  be  deftruflive  in  the  end :  and  if,  in 
ipite  of  the  fatal  examples  of  Spain  and 
Portugal  before  our  eyes,  we  fhould  go  on, 
and  fucceed  in  our  wild  and  oppreflive  en- 
terprifes,  of  fubduing  .and  thence  dcftroy* 
inig  thofe  American  colonies,  or  i^dertake 
the   endlefs   expence   of  fubjugating  and 
maintaining   a   fet   of  flaves   by   way   of 
cuftomers,  our  future  hiftory  and  progrefs 
will  probably  refemble  that  of  thefe  coun- 
tries J    and  if  we  were  capable  of  taking 
and  applying  the  examples,  we  could,  not 
find  any  better.     Nay,  if  we  retain  only 
our  Afiatic  poflTeffions,  and  turn  our  atten- 
tion and  exertions  to  the  Eaft,  proportioned 
to  our  fuppofed  lofles  in  the  Weft,  endea- 
vouring there  to  extend  our  power  inftead 
of  our  trade  j  forgetting  our  own  maxin?s 
of  leaving  commerce  alone,  to  fii^d  its  own 
proper  channels,  its  level,  and  its  limits; 
the  confequences  may  be  equally  fatal  to 
us.     The  prize  we  fhall  be  tempted  to  pur-, 
fue  there,  is  not  probably  of  the  right  kind 
for  us,  being  of  too  great  a  magnitude, 
and  niay  become  an  object  for  ambition, 
enterprife,   and    extravagance,    inftead   of 

0^4  furuiih-' 
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furnifhing  motives  to  that  parlimonious  in-' 
duftry  which  belongs  to  commerce:  it  may 
have  the  fameefFeSs  on  iis,  as  South  America 
has  had  on  Spain ;  deceiving  the  people  as 
to  real  and  ufeful  riches :  and  the  contagion 
may  reach  to  government  itfelf,  and  gradual- 
ly miflead  and  contaminate  the  whole  nation. 

Wherever  there  is  a  profpe<3:  of  making 
fortunes  fuddenly  and  without  much  trouble, 
that  part  will  foon  be  overftocked,  and  the 
gradual  and  induftrious,  the  only  ufeful  me- 
thod of  acquiring  wealth,  will  certainly  be 
neglefted.  Hence  depopulatioa  and  otlier 
numerous  bad  confequences  enfue.  Belides, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  a  fet  of  merchants  muft 
inake  but  bad  fovereigns,  and  then  degene- 
rate as  merchants.  The  two  characters  are 
probably  incompatible,  and  muft  mutually 
fpoil  each  other.  They  will  foon  begin 
to  Ipfc  by  their  trade,  and  then  try  to  re- 
coyer  themfelves  by  revejrae  and  rapacity. 
Though  our  Eaflr  India  company  has 
hitherto  behaved  much  better  in  thofe  fitua.- 
tions  than  could  have  been  expected,  yet 
I  hope  we  may  not  wait  for  the  final  refult, 
to  be  convinced  that  the  fyftem  is  defe<3;ive; 

that 
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that  great  companies  and  great  conquefts 
are.  generally  real  evils  to  a  nation,  and 
fhould  never  be  admitted  without  abfolute 
and  obvious  neceflity ; »  and  even  then, 
their  proper  eftablifhment  and  control 
will  require  more  wifdoqa  and  virtue  thaa 
can  perhaps  be  expeded  in  any  govern- 
ment,  or  even  in  human  nature. 

If  the  nation  fhould  become  intoxicated 
with  the  fpirit  of  conqueft  as  well  as  ra- 
pacity^  and  our  executive  government  at 
home  lacquire  the  management  of  fuch  . 
productive  fources  of  wealth,  and  there- 
by get  beyond  the  control  of  parlia- 
ment, and  of  every  other  control  that 
can  then  be  found,  it  may  be  tempt- 
ed and  enabled  to  deftroy  our  confti- 
tution  in  effed,  though  the  form  fhould 
remain. 

for  any  one  country  to  govern  another 
well  at  a  diflance,  is  perhaps  impoffible: 
the  few  different  modes  that  have  been  at- 
tempted, do  not  afford  experience  fulEci- 
ent  to  decide  on  the  beft,  or  on  the  pradi- 
f  ability  of  any.  Though  we  have  fucceeded 

better 
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better  than  other  nations,  in  the  inftancc 
of  our  American  colonies,  chiefly  by  giv- 
ing them  our  own  conftitutioni  and  by  the 
frcQ  enjoyment  of  which  we  might   ftill 
have  retained  them ;  yet  the  fame  method 
will  not  probably  anfwer  for  the  Eaft  j  and 
to  attempt  it  by  means  of  a  company,  can 
•   never,  in  my  opinion,  be  the   beft  way. 
A  free    and   open  trade,  under  a  ftrong 
and    refpedable    military  government,    if 
thefe  two  are  compatible,  I  fhould  think 
the  beft  mode  j    raifing  the  peopfe  \^ho 
labour  into  more  importance,   by  giving 
them  better  tenures  of  their  lands^^  and 
fome   perfonal  r>ghts.r^All    this  muft    be 
done  by  a  proper  choice  of  perfons,  more 
than    by     laws     and    regulations     front 
home.     The  warrior    and   the  trader  are 
characters  more  compatible,  and  might  be 
made  to  agree  better  than  the  wor^d  ima- 
gine.    Among  military  men,  while  bred 
up  in  the   habits   of  oeconomy  and   the 
ftrict  notions  of  honour,   you  will  have 
perhaps  the  beft  chance  •to  find  fome  of 
liberal  and  upright  xharaders,  fit  for  the 
higheft  offices  of  truft  and  control  j  efpe- 

cially,^ 
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<cWlf ,  if  they  tlicmfelves  are  under  fome 
contrd,  iand  obliged  to  acquire  inform^ 
ation :  for  you  muft  beware  of  the 
tyranny  an<J  the  ignorance  as  yet  too  na-^ 
tural  to  the  profeffion,  till  we  adopt  a  pro^ 
per  military  education. 

If  we  examine  hiftory,  we  fhall  find  that 

no'  nation  of  tjie ,  Weft  was  ever  yet  much 

connefted  with  the  Eaft,  without   injurys 

to '  themfelves,   or  could   long  retain  the 

fame  charaSer  after,  a«  before  that  con-^ 

nedion.     Of  the  great  profits  and  for^ 

tunes,    which    will  arife    more  from  re- 

•venue  and  oppreflion  than  froni  fair  com«- 

joaerce,  much  will  come  home.     It  might 

be  proper   to    trace,    if  we    could,    the 

probable  effeds  of  that  influx;  how  far 

4t  may  increafe    the  demand   for  labour 

and   induftry,    or  have    contrary  efFedls, 

and  tend  to  raife  prices,  to  increafe  luxury 

too  faft,  baniih  manufadories  to  cheaper 

countries,    and    thence    depopulate    and 

weaken  the  nation.     Moft  of  that  which 

will  be  fpeiit  on  horfes,   fervants,  parks, 

table,   loofe  women,    &c,    will  certainly 

a<ft    agaiuft   jjaduftry,    population,     and 

national 
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national  force;  and  with  accelerating 
powers,  by  means  of  the  enfuing  change  of 
manners  and  moral  principles. , 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fortunes  fo  em- 

r 

ployed,  may  turn  out  to  be  a  fmall  part 
of  the  immenfe  profits  arifmg  from  that 
trade,  which  may  likewife  employ  many 
tifeful  hands  both  afhore  and  afloat,  and 
fuch  numbers  of  veflels.     It  would  feem, 
that  a  wife  government  might  do  fome- 
thing    towards   diminifhing    the    hurtful, 
and  increafmg  the  beneficial  parts  of  that 
commerce  and  connedtion.     If  that  trade 
Ihould  ever  come  to  be  laid'  open,  whole-* 
feme  competition  may  ftep  in,  to  diminifh 
profits,  and  render  time  and  induftry  again 
more  neceflary  to  the  making  of  fortunes. 
Much  will  depend  on  the  number  and  diC- 
pofition   of  thofe   who  come  home  with 
great  riches ;  whether  they  injure  at  im- 
prove the  country    where  they  fettle,   by 
their   Afiatic  luxury ;    whether   they  can 
return   to   fupport,    by    their    riches   and 
example,  all  our  old  manners  and   politi- 
cal conftitution ;  or  by  laughing  at  both, 
and  fhaming  liberty  and  oeconomy  out  of 

counte- 
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countenance,  ftrengthen  the  growing  party 
of  the  debauched  and  corrupted. 

Should  •  we    not   fucceed    againU    out 
colonies,  and  thence  be  fofced  to  temper 
the    extravagant    ideas    of    our   national 
power  and  glory,    but    be    made    to  at- 
tend  more  to    oeconomy,    to   our   home 
and   European    commerce,    wifdoitt    and 
moderation  will  be  gained,  and  We  may 
profit  by  the  lofs.     We  may  be  brought 
back   to   a  better  point    of    our  national 
career  than  we  were  before,    which   was 
probably  beyond    the    fummit   of  power 
and  profperity;    and   thefe  were   already 
leading  us ,  down   the    other   fide  of  the 
hill,^  through    arts,    luxury,    and    indul- 
gence.    But  if  this  is  not  found  to  be  the 
confequence  of  our  lofs,  I  fhall  be  Inclined 
to  fear  that  the  blow  will  be  too  heavy, 
and  the  retrogradation  too  great  to  be  reco- 
vered, and  fhall  dread  the  mifchievous  dif- 
fenfions  that  ufually  attend  on  ill  fuccefs ; 
hence   weaknefs   at  home,   and  contempt 
from  abroad,  or  hafly  and  inadequate  re- 
medies worfe  than  the  diforders.     If  you 

fhould 
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fhould  perfifl;  too  long  in  this  ill  humoui% 
or  mad  fit  of  making  war  on  your  friends^ 
and  driving  them  into  the  fcale  of  your 
enemies,  and  forfaking  your  old  fyftems  of 
alliances,  you  muft,  in  the  courfe  of  tivo 
or  three  fucceflive  wars,  feel  the  lofs  and 
oppofite  weight  of  America,  and  muft  pro- 
bably be  brought  down  to  the  point  which 
your  natural  enemy  keeps  fo  fteadily  ia 
view  for  you. 


LETTERS   FROM   SPAIN.  139 


L  E  T  T  E  k    XXIV. 

Spant/h   Improvements,      Roads.      Canatt^ 
People.     Laws.     Languor k 

> 

WE  ftrangers  and  fc^ourners  h^fe  ard 
very  apt  to  think  ^e  could  eafiljr 
itnprove  this  country.     The  firft  fight  of 
it  fuggefts  the  idea :'  and  hence,  perhaps, 
arofe  the  proverbial  faying,  Batir  des  cha-^ 
teaux  en  Efpdghe.     Biit  ftoih  the  Iktle  fiic- 
cefs  of  all  thofe  Who  have  latelj^  attempted 
it,  we  tnay'prerume  that  it  is  eafier  faid 
than  done.     Various  have  been  *the  pro- 
pofals  and  attempts  to  improve  it  during 
this  reigri   and  the  laft.     Both  monarchs 
have  fet  about  it  appareiitly  in  good  earneft 
and  on  good  principles;  but  that  is  not 
enough.     The  beft  and    trueft   principles 
arfe   not  always  applicable.      The  beft  of 
their  plans,  fuppofing  them  really  in  earneft, 
muft  always  fail  here   in   the  execution. 
,  His  prefent  Majefty  was  right  as  to  the  ne- 

ceffity 
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ceflity  and    the   objeds  of  reform,  could 
he  have   foUnd  in  his  dominions  enough 
of  probity   and  pradlical  abiUties^    riches 
and   induftry,    to  execute  his   intentions; 
but    thefe   were    all    wanting.      He    faw 
that  the  country    required    public    af&ft-^ 
ance   and  public   works^  before  it    could 
begin,  to  be  improved.;    as  roads,  canals^ 
water.      But   it  feems  none   were  found 
who  knew  how  to  begin  or  accomplifti  thofe 
ifnprovements ;    none   who   could   forcfee 
that  fuch  things    can  be  done  here  only 
upon  a  fmall  fcale,  and  by  fmall  begin- 
nings, fuch  as  are  within  the  ability  of  the 
country ;  sgid  that  they  muft  be  contented 
with   mediocrity,   or   lefs  perhaps,    for  a 
long  time  yet  to  come.     They  will  have 
every  thing  at  once  great  and  magnificent  j 
hence  they  fail  in  all,  and  finifli  nothing. 
Indeed  it  is  probable  that  fome  fecret  French 
counfel   is   always  at  hand  to  lead  them 
wrong. 

No  nation  could  more  eafily  have  tole- 
rable roads  acrofs  their  great  dry  plains^  a 
very  little  labour  at  fome  places  would 
make  them  paifable,  and  fufiiciently  good 

for 
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for  the.  edtintry  and  ita  prefent  eommerce^ 
But  they  have  hardly  any  roads,  becaufe 
they  will  have  them  better  thari  ordinary^ 
though    there  is  fo   little   to  catry^   that 
they  cannot  prevent  the  gtafs  growing  in 
the  little  bits  already  made.     This  govern- 
ment  has  beeii  planiiing  roads  for  thefe 
twenty  or  thirty  years  paft j  beginnio^  and 
fbrfaking   one   imprafkicable    prdjeft    for 
another:  too  proud  or  jealous. to  imitate 
the  wifdom  and  decbnomy  of  the  Bafcoh- 
gada  provinces^  or  to  give  ihem  up  to  pro** 
vincial  managdmbiit^   to  the  people    wb6 
are  more  equal  tp.  the  tafk,  and  the  .mpfl: 
concerned  in  the  expence  and  execution. 
In  all  'their  plans  they  feem  to  infift  on 
having  (heih  three  times  better  and  more 
expen{iv6  than  ni^ceflary.     The  five  or  fix 
principal  roads  leading  to  the  capital,  can- 
not, at  their  rate,  be  fihiflied  in  lefs  than 
fifty  years,  perhaps  not  in  a  hundred,  and 
perhaps  liever.    But  In  fifty  years,  the  parts 
firft  made   will  tave  fallen  to  ruins  j  for 
they  make  no  provifion  for  tepaifs,  nor 
tould  it  be  effectually  appropriated  if  they 
did.     Of  the  roads  to    the    capital,   the 
Vol.  IL  R  few 
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few  leagues  already  executed  have  coft 
nearly  a  miilioti  of  reals  jfter  league.  They 
feem  already  to  ftqp,  probaUy  unable  to 
go  on  with  the  expence.  Suppofe  the  reft 
to  coft  only  half  a  million  per  league^  the 
five  or  fix,  of  one  hundred  leagues  each, 
will  coft  three  hundred  millions-  They 
can  never  probably  afibrd  five  millions  per 
annuniy  which  makes  it  fixty  years  to  fthifli 
thefe  few  only.  There  are  others  equally 
neceftary ;  as  likewife  pofadas^  or  inns^  for 
the  accommodation  of  travellers ;  for  if 
government  will  not  build  thefe,  or  encou-* 
rage  and  afiift  in  doing  it,  none  elfe  will. 

9 

At  firft  fight,  moft  of  this  level  country 
of  Old  Caftile  feems  x:apable  of  canals  as 
well  as  of  roads,  and  that  they  might  be 
fed  by  the  difierent  ftreams  that  form  the 
T)ouro.  That  river,  as  you  may  fee  by  the 
map,  receives  the  waters  of  a  great  extent 
of  country,  from  all  the  furrounding  moun- 
tains of  Caftile,  Leon,  Afturias,  &:c.  which 
inclofe  a  very  extenfive  valley.  But  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  country^  of  ite 
produce  and  materials,  would  be  neceffary 

1  -      to 
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i6  dcttrmiiife  th*  ptat9:icabilitj?^  of  esftials.  I 
doobt  they  cannot  foon  have  any  thing  to 
carry  that  will  pay  the  cxpence; :  ftr^w, 
though  the  moft  likely  to  anfwer  thi  pur^ 
pofe,  will  yet  be  quite  Infufiicieiit. 

Such  ipreat  public  works^  as  before  ob«i 
ftrvcd,  Would  require  a  far  greater  degree 
of  population  and  interiial  oooimerce^ 
fomething  to  be  carried  of  bulk. and  im«- 
jportance^  of  an  increafing  demand,  fuf- 
ficient  to  pay  the  fexpence  of  making  and 
repairs,  tvhich  will  both  be  great:  and 
they  have  more  rOads  and  canals  sjlready 
planned  and  begun  in  Spain,  than  the  moft 
populous  and  indiiftrious  nation  could 
execute :  fo  little  do  they  know  their  own 
ftrerigth.  It  is  from  the  great  body  of'  the 
j)eople  that  all  muft  come,  both  the  ex- 
pence  and  the  labour:  but  they  muft  firft 
be  taught  to  feel  their  pl/en  importance,  and 
be  fUre  of  the  fruits  of  their  induftry,  be- 
fore they  will  undertake  any  thing  of  cbn- 
fequence.  They  muft  be  in  the  habits  of 
managirig  the  affairs  of  their  own  little 
difttids :  provincial  and  municipal  bufinefs 

R  2  and 
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add  jurifdiflions  flioiild  be  re-eftablifhed 
and  extended,  inftead  of  being  gradually 
curtailed  and  taken  away,  as  has  been  long 
the  pradice  of  their  government,  parti- 
cularly fmce  the  Bourbon  acceffion.  In- 
deed the  privileges  and  importance  of  the 
people  have  of  courfe  declined  evei:^  iince 
their  Cortes  or  Parliament  was  prevailed 
on  to  grant  to  Charles  V.  the  fupplies  be- 
fore the  redrefs  of  grievances. 

All  focieties  or  governments  are  natu- 
rally flow  and  tedious  in  their  progrefs,  as 
if  unwilling  to  change  eflablifhed  cufloms, 
though  abfurd  or  pernicious ;  even  defpotifm 
herfelf  can  only  go  a  certain .  pace  j  and  as 
indolence  often  accompanies  power,  fhe  is 
frequently  the  floweft  of  all.  Many  things 
might  otherwife  have  been  expected  of  this 
government,  and  they  would,  ere  now, 
have  got  through  the  whole,  and  have 
taken  away  the  old  privileges  of  all  the 
particular  diftrids  and  townfhips:  but  they 
have  flill  left  fome,  as  if  to  increafe  the. 
confufion.  There  is  more  diverfity  of  laws 
and  cuftoms  throughout  this  kingdom  thai) 

evcm 
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even  In  France,  or  almoft  any  other.  Their 
different  fuerosy  confejos^  tribukales^  ar« 
great  plagues  to  themfelves,  and  to  others 
who  have  any  thing  to  do  with  them;  But 
that  is  not  the  worft  part  of  their  jurifpru-' 
dence ;  for  it  is  perhaps  proper,  that  law, 
in  fome  cafes,  ihould  coil  both  trouble  and 
expence.  The  great  evil  here  is  the  want 
of  juflice  and  of  decifion :  indeed  there 
are  feldom  any  hopes  of  either :  as  they  are 
only  to  be  procured  through  an  immenfity 
of  corruption  and  delay,  all  ideas  of  juftice, 
right,  or  recovery,  are  often  given  up, 
without  attempting  a  redrefs  or  remedy  by 
law,  which,  in  moft  cafes,  is  known  to  be 
{q  njuch  worfe  than  to  fuffer  the  eviU  So 
that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  fo  many 
people  of  the  law  can  live  here.  They 
rouft,  like  the  inn^keepers  on  their  roads, 
proportionally  fleece  the  few  who  fall  int9 
their  hands, 

In  ihort,  an  eternal  delay,  languor, 
and  indifference,  as  well  as  corruption, 
feem  to  pervade  every  rank  and  every 
fpepiet  of  buiinefs,  and  to  have  feized  the 

R  3>  natioo 
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nation  in  general,  and  law  and  goverhmeni 
mod  of  all.     The  confequencesj^  you  will 
jreadily  conceive,  muft  be,  univerfal  want 
of  credit  and  confidence  between  man  and 
man,  and   hence   of  commerce,    induftry, 
arts,  &c.     Each  muft  live  perpetually  on 
his   guard,  as  if  furrounded   by   enemieSr 
Hence,  in  this  ftate  of  fociety,  the  value, 
the  efteem, '  and  frequent  ufe  for  private 
friendfhips,  and  the  remarkable  fidelity  of 
fome,  for  which,  you  know,  this  nation 
has  long  been  renbwned ;    and  hence  the 
frequent  aflaflinations,  and  other  points  of 
their  manners  and  cuftoms,  naight  be  de- 
duced.    But  it  is  wonderful  that  the  peo- 
ple in  general  are  fp  good  as  we  find  them 
%o  be ;  and  we  are  led  to  refpe<ft  the  moral 
charader  that  can  refrain  firom  fo  much 
wickednefs  as   might  here  b^  perpetrated 
with  impunity.  . 

You  need  not  wonder  at  this  extreme 
national  depreffion,  nor  fancy  the  pi<fture 
pulr?.  On  clofer  examination,  perhaps, 
we  fhould  find  there  were  always  more  of 
^hofe  defeats  in  the  charadler  of  their  go- 

'  vernment. 
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vernment,  particularly  lince  they  loft  their 
'Cortes,  than  could  reach  the  page  of  the 
hiftorian,  who  feldom  gets  at  the  bottom 
df  things.  We  know  they  have  fallen 
from  Bt  great  height  j  and  the  world  is  but 
too  full  of'  inftances  of  the  weaknefs  and 
total  relaxation  of  the  human  mind}  wheq 
once  debafed  by  oppreflion. 


/ . 
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Tolls.     Mountains.    Mauragatos.     Galicia. 
St.  yago.    Societies     Commerce. 

St.  Jago. 

W£  find  fomething  like  the  old  tolls 
and  exadions  of  the  feudal  barons, 
dill  exifting  in  fome  parts  of  the  Spaniih 
luonarchy.  We  came  to  an  inn  on  the 
road  belonging  to  the  duke  of  Alva,  and 
then  to  another  belonging  to  the  king,  both 
Jet  at  a  rack-rent  iix  times  above  the  real 
value.  This  rent,  and  fome  profit,  muft  be 
extorted  from  the  few  travellers  that  call 
there.  One  is  apt  to  conclude,  que  k  moi 
eft  fans  remede.  Who  can  be  expected  to 
have  any  regard  for  the  good  of  fociety, 
|f  the  firft  charaders  in  it  c^n  do  thefo 
things  ? 

The  prefent  prime  minifter  has,  it  feems, 
undertaken  the  roads  too;  vj^  fhall  foonfee 
y/itb  what  fyceefs*     He  has  already,  as  is 

pfual 
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ufual  here,  railed  the  public  hopes  too  high. 
I  hear  he  talks  of  depending  partly  on  toUs^ 
which  will  be  diftreffing  and  inefiediual, 
where  there  are  few  travellers,  and  fo  little 
internal  commerce:  but,  I  think,  he  may 
probably  have  the  fenfe  to  be  contented' 
with  mediocrity,  and  may  then'  fuccecd 
better  than  any  of  his  predeceflTors^ 

We    now    go   on    towards   Toro    and 
^Jiorga^  and  there  approach  another  noble 
range  of  mountains,   which  turns  to  the 
fouth  from  thofe  of  Afturias,  and  partly 
divide  Galicia  s^nd  FortugM  from  Spain. 
Here   green  hills,  wood,  water,-  popula- 
tion,   and  many   beauties,   again  appear, 
and   feem  doubly  grateful    to  the  fight, 
fo  long  wearied  with  naked  brown  plains, 
and  iky. 

N 

Part  of  thefe  fine  mountains  isinhabited 
by  the  Mauragatos^  who  are  probably  fome 
remnant  of  a  Moorifh  or  mixed  race* 
They  have  retained  a  drefs  and  manners. 
.  differept  from  the  other  SpaniI^rds,  but  not 
any  peculiar  language,  as  I  could  learn. 
Tbejr  zx%  very  induftripus,  apd  join  the 
\  three 
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three  different  profeffions  of  farmer,  car-* 
rier>  and  merchant,    which  anfwers   well 
ettoUgh   for  the   rude  ftate   of  fociety   in 
Spain.      They   execute   all   three  with   a 
more  liberal  fpirit,  with  more  Ikill  and  in- 
duftry,  than  ufual  in  this  country.     Their 
numerous  cattle  ahfwer  very  well  for  this 
treble   purpofe.     Tolerable  farmers,   they 
have  improved  and  beautified  feveral  parts 
of  thefe  mountains.'   Rich  and  adventur-. 
ous  merchants,  they  are  in  great  reputation 
for  probity  and  fair  dealing,  buying  whole 
cargoes  at  Coruna.  ^  They  ftill  obftipately 
^retain  their  ancient  mean  drefs,  confifting 
chie:fly   of  fkins ;    and  intermarry,  I  be- 
lieve, only  with  each  othen     They  may 
increafe,  and  may  improve  the  country  ftili 
more,  if  they  can  efcape  oppreffion  j  but 
that  is  what  cannot  long  be  expedted  under 
this  government,  efpecially  if  they  appear 
to  profper.      Some   of  them  fuffercd  by 
lending  money  to  Philip  V,     Charles  III, 
proniifed,  and  began  .to  pay  it,  but  has 
topped  Ihort  at  one-fifth  of  the  debt. 

» 

There 


LETTERS   FROM  SPAIN.  tcj 

There  are  fine  and  fmgular  fceQes  and 
beauties  of  nature,  in  thefc  weftern  moun^ 
tains  of  Galicia :  and  they  are  tolerably 
peopled,  though  only  by  Gallegos,  who 
are,  to  be  fure,  but  a  poor  miferable-look^p 
ing  race:  docile,  obedient,  mean,  and 
ragged  creatures  j  fomething  like  the  poor 
Jews  at  Gibraltar.  In  thefe  northern  pro* 
vinces,  and  in  Catalonia,  Spain  ipiight 
probably  find  colonifts  enough  for  theif 
mountainous  and  defert  countries.  Taking 
them  by  degrees,  would  not  depopulate 
thofe.  Intermarrying  and  mixing  different 
races,  and  modes  of  induftry,  might  have 
fome  good  eife£ts.  IJere  are  feveral  iron-* 
works  J  and  coal  has  heen  lately  difcoyered 
in  thefe  mountains,  but  they  fay  it  is  not 
of  a  good  kind  :  perhaps  not  till  they  eet^ 
down  tQ  the  next  ftratum. 

There  ate  fome  tolerably  good  wines  pro-' 
dueed  on  the  internal  hills '  of  this  range, 
as  about  Toro,  &c.  Spain  might  have 
great  variety  of  excellent  wines.  They 
are  furely  improvable,  being  generally 
ftrong,  with  a  good  body,  and  fome  have 
f^ead^  a  fine  flavour :   but  tai):e  depends 

much 
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jnucli  on  habit.  There  is  perhaps  nothing 
the  Spaniards  could  learn  from  their  new 
friends  th«  French,,  pf  more  importance 
than  the  improvement  of  their  wines,  about 
which  they  are  now  as  carelefs  and  indif-* 
ferent  as  abput  every  thing  elfe. 

Having  returned  by  this  road,  and  feen 
more  of  thofe  northern  countries,  I  muft 
dwell  a  little  longer  on  this  kingdom  of 
Galicia,  as  they  ftyle  it.     I  find  it  'confifts 
perhaps    rather  more   of  mountains  than 
of  plains  or  vales ;   yet  almoft  all  is  culti- 
vated, or  madefome  ufe  of,  though  it  might 
be  of  much  more.    Even  in  the  worft  parts 
we  find   timber,  water,    poor  cattle,    and 
ibme  ragged  people.     It  is  a  country  fit  to 
produce  cattle  and  men  ;  and  for  thefe  two 
important  objefts,  government  ihould  pro- 
mote  and   give  up   other  coniido'ations. 
They  could  perhaps  double  the  number  of 
their  cattle,  and  improve  the  breed,  only 
by  cultivating  grafs  and  making  hay.  They 
might  then  fait  beef  for  the  navy,  and  fend 
more  cattle  to  Caftile.     They  would  thus 
foon  increafe  their  population,  their  milk, 
|)utti^r,    cheefe,     tallow,     hide^i    c^ixd^es, 

tanneries, 
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taatierieS)  timber^  and  workmea  of  varioaa 

kiads.  .    '  . 

There  are  wafte  lands  ftill  in  the  central 
parts  of  this  province.  However,  if  the 
others  were  peopled .  and  cultivated  as  this 
is,  Spain  would  ftill  be  a  great  nation.  If 
the  great  proprietors  could  be  made  to  live  r 
on  their  eftates,  to  give  long  leafes,  or 
Joros  like  thefe,  and  fell  them  when  they 
liked,  it  would  probably  improve  and 
aggrandife' the  nation  more  than  all  their 
,colonies  and  commerce. 

You  muft  truft  to  my  judgment,  and 
other  accidents,  in  feleding  a  few  more  of 
my  defultory  and  unconqedled  memoran-. 
dums;  and  firft  fuch  as  occurred  at  St. 
Jago  a  fecond  time.  It  is  aftonifliing  how 
fo  many  rich  churches  and  convents  can  be 
fupported  in  fuch  a  poor  country :  almoft 
iialf  the  fummer  as  yet  confifts  of  holidays, 
though  feveral  have  been  lately  ftruck  out 
of  th^  calendar. 

We  have  had  more  things  ftolen  from 
ys,  and  recovered  fome  in  the  ufual  way, 

and 
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and  have  feeii  x)ther  indidatioiis  of  the  itti^ 
poflibility  of  any  police  or  jufticd  in  th6 
prefent  ftate  of  this   country*     We  hsive 
feen  a  large  proportion  of,  the  few"  things 
recovered,  go  to  the  Confeflbr's  donvent 
for  the  merits  of  the  difcovery.-^— Shocking 
bad  travelling  even  in  the  beft  parts.     Nei- 
ther roads,    inns^  nor  tolerable  workmen 
in  any  trade,  to  be  found  j  but  pleinty  of 
cuftomhoufes,    and  their    officers,     every 
where,  to  'torment  every  pafTenger.     And 
yet  there  is  more  fmuggling  in  this  coun- 
try than  any  where'  elfe.     Many  churches, 
luad  many  beggars ;  tfaefe  generally  go  to- 
gether. 

« 

Juliice,  law,  and  every  perfon  thereunto 
belonging,  are  more  dreaded  than  the  thief 
or  aiFaffin,  who  are  far  more  favourite  cha- 
radlers  with  the'  populace  in  Spain  j  mur- 
derers are  generally  affifted  by  the  people 
to  efcape.  There  is  little  or  no  police  any  ^ 
where,  except  in  fome  of  their  mercantile 
ports,  and  for  which  they  are  indebted  to 
the  ftrangers  and  men  of  bufinefs  there^ 


>  t 
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The  pilgritmage  to'r^w  Jatgo,  thougii 
much  diminHhed^  -ftill  Oi:Qafion8  grei^t  idle-* 
nefs  and  difbrdtr  during  %i|tner.  A  [dough 
here  cofts  about  ^)S.  6d* :  all  the  work  of 
a  water-mill  about  9/,.  But  a  cart  cc^ 
3/.  io,f.  Thefe  trifled  will  hdp  you  to  judge 
of  this  natibn  j  and  for  brevity^  you  will 
excufe  the  comment. 

There  are  many  pleafant  green  vallies, 
pretty  well  planted  fend  cultivated,  in  the 
foudi  parts  rf  Galici^.;  but  very  dirty 
broM^n  Yiiliges,  built  of  clay  or  loofe 
ftones,  without  limei  which  is  a  great  defe<Si 
in  this  and  feveral  other  parts  of  Spaki« 

Here^  the  riches  of  the  clergy  have  fome 
good  effeds*  We  meet  with  fome  grafs 
lands,  tolerable  .cattle,  good  bread,  and 
fifh  markets,  and  a  few  country  houfes. 
The  church,  yet  more  powerful  than  the 
ftate,  has  detained  fo  much  riches  from  the 
rapacity  of  government,  and  kept  it  in  the 
country.  .  The  clergy,  who  will  always 
live  well,  generally  make  a  good  market. 

But 
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But  every  public  tonc^n  is  fiiamefiiUy  lit^ 
glefted  except  the  church.  Yet  the  &mous 
cathedral  here,  is  but  a  melancholy  dungeon,- 
With  all  its  riches  and  ornameats*  Even 
the  Gr^ecian  orders  of  arehitedure  add 
little  beauty  in  the  hands  of  negligent 
and  unfkilful  workmen.  Their  ftreets 
and  bed  buildings  are  moftly  in  a  ruin<« 
ous  and  dirty  condition,  and  built  in  a 
barbafous  tafte*  There  is  fame  gfiod 
Gothic  architedtire  in  an '  hofpital ;  and 
feme  good  bold  Doric  about  St.  Martin's* 
But  the  heft  thing  here  is  their  church 
mulic,  which  is  frequently  very  fine,  both 
as  to  compofition  and  performande,  by  feme 
good  voices  and  inftrumental  performers^ 

In  this,  and  in  all  their  other  univerfities^ 
Newton,  and  modern  philofophy,  is  ftill 
prohibited.  Nothing  can  fupplant  Ariftotle, 
and  the  fuperftitious  fathers  and  doctors  of 
the  church.  Some  young  ftudents  here 
narrowly  efcaped  the  Inquifition  by  en- 
deavouring to  procure  lectures  on  experi- 
mental philofophy  iii  the  modern  ftyle* 
But  there  was  a  ragged  boy  lately  i^ifed  to 

'    be 
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be  a  canon  of  the  church  by  the  king, 
for  havings  fa ved  the  hoft  or  confecrated 
wafer  from  the  fire^  at  the  burning  of  a 
chapeL 

You  may  hiave  heard  of  the  gradual  de- 
cline of  the  different  focieties  in  Spain  for 
encouraging  arts  and  trade,  which  had 
been  eftablifhed  in  the  prefent  reign,  with 
fuch  fanguine  hopes,  by  los  amtgos  del 
fats.  Such  focieties  have  not  had  all  the 
efFeds  expefted  from  them  anyWhere,  and 
ftill  lefs  in  this  country.  It  is  plain,  they 
have  not  been  encouraged  of  late  by  go- 
vernment, notwithftanding  its  early  pro- 
feffions  of  prote<9:ion.  Some  of  thofe  fo- 
cieties were  inftituted  by  good  men,  who 
'  are  now  moftly  dead  or  difgraced,  and  the 
inftitutions '  follow  the  fate  of  their  found- 
crs.  The  few  that  call  barely  be  fai4  to 
remaiti,  through  the  influence  of  the 
clergy,  who  take  the  lead  in  every  thing, 
are  become  the  difpenfers  of  fmall  pre- 
miums to  little  fchoolmafters  for  teaching 
little  children  their  catechifm.  If  the  church 
muft  direct  the  opinions  of  men,  and  go- 
vernment only  their  adions,  it  is  eafy  to 

Vol.  IL  S  forefee 
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fiprefee  wWCh,  in  the  end,  muft  govern* 
MoW  cafn  we  feparate  things  which  nature 
lias  conneftcd  ?  We  ihould  perhaps  except 
from  this  general  date  of  decline,  the  Baf- 
Qongada  fociety,  where  one  liberal  mind 
creates  Qthers,  and^  as  yet  fupports  his  fo- 
ciety,  and  feme  of  the  ufeful  arts,  up  to  a 
kind  of  infant  progrefs.  Thofe  Bifcainos 
wifh  for  every  kind  of  commerce  and  com- 
munication with  the  Englifh,  but  it  has 
been  hitherto  rendered  impradicable  by 
means  of  their  clergy  and  their  Bourbon 
government.  The  Spaniards,  I  find,  every- 
where complain,  and  we  all  feel  the  want 
of  many  articles  of  Englifh  wares,  which 
ufed  formerly  to  be  common  in  Sp^d» 
They  are  not  now  nearly  fo  well  fupplied 
from  Gerriiany,  Holland^  and 'France;  as 
'  they  ufed  to  be  froni  England.  This  change 
in  trade  may  be  partly  accounted  for,  from 
their  fecret  Bourbon  enmity  and  prohibi- 
tpry  laws  ;  but  we  muft  ourfelves  probably 
bear  a  fhare  of  the  blame.  Are  we  not  be- 
coming  too  great  and  too  proud  for  the 
retail  bufmefs  ?  If  fo  everywhere,  we  are 
too  far  g9ne  in  pride  and  luxury,  and  our 
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Commercial    importance    will    thence    die 
away,  and  after  ftalking  on  for -a  time,  as 
the  ghbft  of  its  former  greatne/i,  or  as  a 
bubble  fupported  on  the  re  mains  of  idfeil 
power   and  credit,  it  will  diifappear  with 
thefe~let  us  hope   not   yet  entirely,  nor 
irrecoverably.     The  great  muft  confift  of 
many  littles  or  parts :  the  induftry  of  oeco^ 
nomy  and  detail  mnft  ftill  exift  fbmewhdte, 
in  order  to  fupport  our  wholefale  greatnefs; 
Better  retain  as  many  as  poffible  of  thofe 
lefler  component  parts  of  trade  in*  Englifli 
harids :  the  retails  cannot  fo  well  be  fuppli- 
ed  by  the  fmall  capitals,  fkill,  or  the  in- 
^  terefts   of  any  people  in  thefe  countries, 
though  furniflied  by  all  the  riders  or  com- 
miflion-hunters  you  can  ever  fpare.     Your 
merchants,    both    wholefale    and     retail, 
though  only  the  third  or  fourth  clafs  as  to 
importance  in  the  date,  are,  however,  ne- 
celTary  links  in  this  chain,  and  inuft  come 
betwceri  the  manufadlurer  and  the  ftranger. 
By  fuch  oeconomical  attentions.  Great  Bri- 
tain  and   Ireland   might'  yet'  fiipply    all 
Europe   with  feveral   articles,    better  and 
cheaper  than  their  refpedi ve  natibns  ever 
'     .  S  2  can. 
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can.  I  would  have  at  leaft  one  Englifh 
warehoufe,  or  (lore,  fupported  by  our  own 
fubjeiSs  and  capitals,  in  every  great  town 
in  Europe.  But  nations^  or  rather  their 
foolifh  governments,  feem  daily  more  bent 
on  (hutting  each  other  out,  and  on  ob- 
ftruding  the  communication  and  natural 
liberty  of  mankind  throughout  the  world. 
The  duties  on  Englifh  imports,  in  this  and 
feveral  other  countries,  I  am  told,  amount 
often  to  thirty,  and  even  forty  per  cent. 
which,  if  rigidly  levied,  would  amount  to 
a  prohibition ;  towards  which,  indeed,  our 
trade  feems  here  gradually  approaching. 
This  ^miftaken  commercial  jealoufy  and 
unnatural  aniraofity  feems  to  go  on  increaf- 
ing;  one  foolifh  prohibition  produces  many 
more :  nations  retaliate  their  follies  on  each 
other ;  and  we  do  not  fee  where  it  all  can 
end,  unlefs  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  warfare 
and'  barbarifm  once  more.  May  not.  we 
hope,  in  time,  to  fee  wife  minifters  teach- 
ing their  nations  to  open  their  eyes  to  their 
own  intereft,  and  more  liberally  to  open 
their  trade  to  each  other,  and  impart  mutual 
affiftance,  wealth,  and  induftry  ?  Though 

this 
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this  kingdom  may  not  be  the  firft  to  ven- 
ture, if  others  would  begin,  Ihe  may  be 
obliged  to  follow.  Con  todo  il  mundo  guerra 
y  pa%  con  Inglaterra^  is  one  of  the  jufteft  of 
their  old  proverbial  fayings,  though  the 
Bourbons  have  now  Invented  others  of  a 
contrary  meaning.  With  no  other  country 
can  Spain  and  Portugal  trade  with  more  ad^ 
vantage  than  with  England. 
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LETTER    XXVI. 
The  Pefiinjula  of  Spain ^  .^(i  its  Inbakitants^ 

LET  US  look  back)  and  take  another 
curfory  view^pf  this  peninfyla  b^fpK 
we  leave  it.  If  we  confider  its  fituation, 
climate,  foil,  coafl:,  we  mud  fee  it  is  ca^ 
pable  of  becoming  one  of  the  firft  countries 
in  the  world,  if  properly,  governed ;  though 
in  that  cafe  it  would  perhaps  be  too  .power- 
ful, and  might  domineer  and  govern  all 
the  rdl.  Its  plains  and  its  mountains,  its 
furface  and  its  n^ines,  might  again  be  inade 
to  produce  moft  of  the  things  wanted  by 
man,  and  provide  a  fufficient  overplus  to 
pufchafe  the  reft,  which  is  perhaps  better 
than  poflefEng  all.  Though  its  interior 
provinces  contain  much  dry  and  barren 
land,  and  do  not  communicate  well  with 
the  fea,  nor  with  one  another,  thofe  impe- 
diments of  nature,  |hough  now  increafed 
or  neglected,  might  be  partly  overcome  or 
9  mitigated. 


\ 


mitigated.     "Though  its  riv^us  do  liot  all 
carry  the  advantages  oif  internal  navigation 
far  ijato  the  country,  being  obftru(9:ed  by 
current6  and  falls,  as  ufual  in  their  paiTage 
through  the  mountains,  fome  of  them  ar6 
navigable  a  confiderable  diflaiice,  aad  /night 
be  extended.   It  has  been  thought^  t^.(DI<| 
iGaftile  might  be  made  to  coninnmici{te  by 
canals  with  th^  Minho,  towards  foisr*of 
its  fburces,  and  th^iice  with  the  fea  r  and 
likewife  through  fome  vallies  of  the  northern ' 
range   of  mountains,  near  St.   Ander,    ot 
Villaviciofa ;  and  New  Caftile,   with'thfe 
Guadalquivir,  through  fome  part  of  Sierra 
Morena;  likewife  New  Caftile,  Eftrema-* 
dura,  &c.  by  means   of  the   Tagus  an4 
Guadiana,  might  perhaps  in  time  be  con* 
nested  with  the  fea.     A  great  :patti' of:  Ara* 
gon  might  be  made  t6  communicate  with 
the  Mediterranean,  and  inland  places  with 
each  other,  by  means  of  the  Ebro ;    and 
much   of  Andalufia  by  the  Guadalquivir. 
Thefe  points  are  highly  worthy  the  attenv 
tion  of  Spain,  and  of  being  well  examined 
by  men  of  real  fcience  and  local  knowt* 
ledge,  and.  not  merely. by.  Frentjji  .qu|^ka. 
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Though  they  cannot  now  think  of  execut- 
ing fuch  projects,  with  their  prefent  degree 
of  population  and  kind  of  government,  the 
very   idea   might   help   to  improve  both. 
Though  it  fhbuld  be  doubted  if  the  Gua- 
diana^ '  the   Tagus,    the    Douro,    or    the 
Minho,  could  be  made  to  carry  to  the  fea 
the   produce  of  the   provinces   of  Spain 
through  which  they  pafs,  they  might,  in 
fome  parts,  furnifh  the  means  of  internal 
communication,  and  of  watering,  the  coun- 
try.    Thefe  rivers  are  of  effential  fervice  to 
Portugal,  and  might  be  made  to  render  fiill 
xnore.     Commerce,   induftry,  and  a  high 
population,  can  do  wonders  in  fuch  works. 
In  fome  parts  of  Portugal,  fmall  channels 
have  already  been  carried  far  along  the  hills 
for  watering  the  lower  country:  perhaps 
fome  of  thefe  might  be  enlarged,  fo  as  to 
form  canals,  and  join  the  great  rivers  for 
inland  navigation.     The  fame  might  pro- 
bably be  done  with  thofe  we  fee  cut  for 
mili-flreams  in  the  high  banks  or  precipices 
along  thofe  rivers,  as  they  pafs  the  high 
country.     In  this  fmall  way,  fome  begin- 
nings might  even  now  be  made, 

You 
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You  may  have  heard  of  the  principal 
canals  projected  and  begun  in  Spain  having 
already   failed  in  the  execution,    and  in 
their  funds:  fome,  from  the  mifmanage- 
ment  of  French  quack  engineers,  numbers 
of  fuch  being  always  ready  here  to  under- 
take every  thing.     The  Dutch  and  other 
fubfcribers  to  thefe  canals  muft   probably 
lofe  their  capital ;  and  the  intereft,  a  bijrdea 
on  the  king,  cannot  be  very  fecure  iKeyond 
the  prefent  reign*     We  faw,  the  year  be- 
fore  laft,  the  beginning  of  a  canal  near 
Palencia  in  Old  Caftile :  but  there  muft  yet 
be .  fo  little  there  to  be  carried  on  it,  only 
fome^  ftraw  and  corn,  that  I  can  eafily  be- 
lieve it  muft  be  given  up,  or  left  unfinijQied, 
as  I  then  foretold.     The  Murcia  canal,  I 
hear,  was  found  to  have  too  little  water  in 
fummer,  and  in  winter  too  much.     I  have 
not  heard  what  made  them  give  up  that  at 
Zaragoza.     Theit  hopes  of  watering  any 
confiderable   extent    of   country   by   that 
means,  muft  fail,  from  the  fcarcity  of  water 
when   moft  wanted,    and   their    unfkilful 
methods  of  fupplying  it.     All  thefe  canal 
fchemes,  begun  upon  too  great  a  fcale  for 

the 
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the  country^  had  always,,  to'me^  top  much 
the  ^ppea^anqe  of  bubbles  apd  dflc^ption^ 
a«  yet  impra^cable  and.  inade^ua^^  both 
ii6  to  the  m^ans  and  the  objeila^  i  TShey 
never  will  uij^^and  gradation  ami  mode^ 
jation  in  theif '  public  fchemes. 

Of  the  InJlkbltants  of  this  country  let 
us  alfo  take  another  flight  view.  Notwith- 
fianding  the  niaked,  brown,  and  miierable 
look  of  thefe  great  plains,  efpecially  dur- 
ing fummer^  ^et  animal  life,  in  general, 
is  perhaps' df  «  tharader  capable  of  more 
vigour  arid  ^ri^tgy,  than  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Py^tii^^  when  not  deprefled  by 
vrant,  indolefaCe,  or  oppreflion,  whidh  is, 
however,  too  o|ten  tjie  cafe. 

.•  •  4»  • 

Their  ftra^^r  and  barley  are  probacy  as 
hearty  fpod  for  cjittle  as  our  hay  and  cora 
Thought  the :  country  produces  few  of  the 
comforts  of  life,  thefe  few  are  good  of 
their  kindt  Though  thefe  arid  waftes  may 
ftrike  w  atfirft  with  a  kind  of  horror,  yet 
when,  we^  perceive  that  they  produce  fuch 
good  w^ne,  icorn,  llraw,  and  cattle,  though 
in  ^uahtities.  comparatively  fmall,  yv:^  are 

gradually 
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gradually  more  reconcUed)  eyw  ta  the  apr 
pearance  of  the  country,  and  might  pro-? 
bably,  by  habit,  be  brouj^bA/ito  like  it  ay 
-welt  as  the  natives,  and  mi^  learn,  like' 
them,  to  enjoy  ba&ing  ai^Lfleeplng  oa 
duft  i^ftead  of  gra£.    '       v  .j  - 

I  think  the  Spa; 
bold,  a  cool,  a  fpii 
,  race  of  people  :  ape 
original  charafter  \ 
the  progrefs  of  indu 
which  elfpwhere  ici 
fociety.  They  are 
adivity  on  certain 
haps  generally  ayi 
hour.  Hqwever,.  I  h 
of  their  tradefmen, 
and  others,  labour  1 
aace  j  and  we  fhc 
might  be  induced  to 
motives.  Their  folc 
fengers,  are  capabl 
cafionally.  Though 
are  not  fo  powerful 
<:old ;  as  the  former 
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human  frame,  dimitiifh  the  neceflity  to 
labour,  with  the  number  of  our  wants,  and 
more  cafily  fupply  the  remainder ;  yet  we 
know  that  human  arts  and  induftry  have 
been  planted  and  have  profpered  in  almoft 
all  climates;  and  hence  it  appears,  that 
there  are  moral  motives  to  be  found  fuf- 
ficient  to  overcome  moft  of  the  impedi- 
ments of  nature. 

All  this  leads  to  the  ufual  text  and  con- 
clufion,— That  thefe  people  might  again 
exert  themfelves,  and  emerge  from  their 
prefent  poverty,   indolence,   and  political 
infignificance,  if  they  were  properly  go- 
verned.    But  any  reform  is  now  become 
very  improbable:  not  many  of  them  can 
^ven  be  convinced  that  it  is  neceffary,  nor 
be  made  thoroughly  fenfible  of  their  fall, 
and  are  ftill  farther  from  the  principles  on 
which  their  recovery  depends.  I  think  they 
may   long  remain  nearly  as  they  are,  a 
ftanding  leflbn   for   other  nations;    more 
fubjedl,  from  various  accidents,  to  decline 
ftill  farther,  than  with  any  reafonable  hopes 
ever  to  rife  again  to  their  former  charader 

and  eminence. 

The 
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.    The  moft  interefting  parts  of  their  hiftory^ , 

the  caufes  of  their  decline,  have  been  oftea 

inveftigated,  even  before  Montefquieu  dif- 

played  them  in  his  concife  and  demonftra- 

tive  manner.    I  think  their  prefent  wretch^ 

ed  government  and  religion  have  had  the 

greateft  ihare  in  producing  their  prefent 

charafter,  and  in  haftening  their  downfal ; 

perhaps  we  might  trace  the  caufes  to  that 

which  gave   them  firft  too  much  of  the 

religious,  and  then  of  the  military,  fpirit ; 

and  hence  that  of  conqueft  which,  by  fuc- 

cefs,  ^is    naturally   turned     into    rapacity, 

cruelty,  and  plunder,  and  at  laft  exhauft- 

ing  itfelf,  dies  by  indulgence,  like   every 

other  extreme  of  human  paffions  and  pur- 

fuita,  leaving  only  the  caput  mortuum  of  the 

human  charadter,  which  is  here  indolence 

and  indifference,  mixed  up  with  pride  and 

devotion. 

Their  colonies  have  not,  I  think,  as  you 
fuppofe,  depopulated  Spain  by  emigration, 
fo  much  as  by  turning  the  attention  of  the 
people  from  home  to  diftant  objeds ;  from 
ufeful  arts  and  induftry,  to  a  difpofition  for 

enter-^ 
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GDterprife  and  adventure,  and  all  ibe  IdU'^ 
riefs  of  running  after  good  luck ;    hut  a 
t^ife  government  at  home  would  Fooh  have 
replenifhed  all  the  emigrations^    At  d  pferiod 
of  religioua  and  military  ardour,    already 
carried  too  far,  a  great  object  for  both  is 
difcovered,  which  carries  them  ftill  farther. 
JFrom  thence  it  is  eafy  to  trace  the  progrefs 
and  efFeds  of  their  miftaken  ideas  of  riches, 
of  their  idlenefs  and  gradual  decay*     Their 
moft  pernicious  emigration  was,  doubtlefs, 
the  expulfion  of  the  Moors  and  Jews  by 
Philip  II.  and  III.,  as  they  carried   away 
fo  many   ufeful    hands   and   fome   entire 
trades.     But  that  was  only  one  of  the  nu- 
merous bad  confequences  of  their  broken 
government    and    fanatical   religion,    the 
primary  foiirces  of  fo    many   evils,    and 
which  may  yet  go  on,  for  ages  to  come,  to 
produce  many  more.     Their  religious  pre- 
judices are  probably  the  moft   powerful 
caufe  of  their   depreffion,  and  have  more 
extenfive   confequences  than   is  generally 
imagined.     Few  fubjefts  efcape  their  in- 
fluence :    like   a   contagious   poifon,   they 
fpread  through,  and  contaminate  all  that 

concerns 
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concerns  mankind,  raife  fbme  unexpeflrcd 
barrifeir  againft  every  alteration  of  import* 
Ance,  ind  keep  them  at  enniity  with  half 
the  w6rid,  and  its  improvements* 

We  know  that  a  change  of  fituation  will 
often  change  the  characters  of  men :  and 
that  the  worft  of  our  fubjedts  have  Ibme- 
times  been  reformed,  when  tranfported  to 
our  coloniesi    A  diftance  from  home,  new 
occupations,  even  a  croffing  the  line,  has 
often  been  obferved  to  produce  fome  change 
in  men  s  moral  ideas,  and  to  cancel  fome 
diftindions  of  conventional  behaviour.     A 
Ihipwreck,  or  any  extreme  common  dan- 
ger, prefently  levels  all  ranks  and  diftinc- 
tions.   ^Hence  it  is  obvious,  that  the  go- 
vernment that  could  create  circumflancea 
and  occalions,  that  could  diredl  education 
^nd  manners,  might  give  men  fuch  habits^ 
and  make  of  them  what  they  pleafed. 

'  But  it  would  be  like  working  without 
materials,  to  attempt  making  a  people  great, 
without  great  objeds  and  motives  to  exer- 
tion both  at  home  and  abroad*  Though 
this  nation  has  probably  been  'generally 
*  fome- 
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fpmewhat    over-rated    or    miftaken,    and 
from  fituation   been  little  known,  and    of 
a  character  fo  refpedlable,  and  proper  to 
favour  the  impofition ;  yet  we  know  they 
once  ftood  much  higher  than  at  prefent, 
and  produced  men  of  charafters  to  be  admir- 
ed and  imitated  :  but  that  was  when  they 
had  grand    national  views  and  objefts  of 
employ,    and    conftant    intercourfe    with 
Flanders,    Germany,    Italy;   from  which 
arofe  various  incitements  to  exertion?  in 
arms,    letters,    induftry.      With  a  warm 
emulation,  they  then  followed  clofe,  and 
tried  to  keep  pace  with  Italy  in  learning 
and  tafte :  and  in  arms  they  -led  the  way, 
and  gave  law  to  Europe,     But  when  they 
ceafed  to  contend  and  to    a£t  with  their 
equals  and  neighbours,  from  being  exhauft- 
ed,  they  became  ftill  more  incapable  of  it 
by  difufe :  and  fince  they  fhrunk   within 
themfelves,  and  from  falfe  and  impradi- 
cable  ideas  of  independence  on  other  na- 
tions,   were   engrofled  ;  by  their  wafting 
colonies,  they  have  dwindled  away  to  what 
we  fee  j  have  funk  into  apathy  and  idle- 
nefs,   and  have  become,  of  courfe,  unfit 

for 
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for  all  thore  things  in  which  th^y  have  not 
been  employed ;  and  nowiinder  a  govern- 
ment, jhat  probably  from  policy'  keeps 
them  down^  and  holds  them  at  a  dift^nce 
from  their  own  national  affairs,  thgre  they 
inuft  probably  long  remain. 

We  may  often  find  fomething  in  the  na--. 
tujre  of  a  cpuntry  that  will  account  for 
many  parts  of  the  hiftory  atid  chara£ter  of 
the  people.  Even  the  geographical  ftation, 
independent  of  climate,  niay  have  a  de- 
cided influence  oil  n^tioaar  difpofitions  and 
events.  From  our  infukr  pofitioix  may 
proceed  much  of  our*  charaiSer  and  govern- 
ment. The  feparate  fituation  of  this  pe- 
ninfula  may  have  contributed  to  fuggefti 
and  to  indulge  their  ideas  and  habits  of 
pride  and  indolence,  and  of  a  feparate  and 
independent  manner  of  political  exiilence. 
But  for  this  the  country  is  perhaps^  lefs 
adapted  than  mod  others  ;  confiding 
chiefly  of  a  few  large  arid  plains,  and 
ranges  of  mountains,  which  conimunicate 
badly  with  each  bther,  and  which  were 
never    probably    internally    commercial. 

Vol.  II.  T  well 
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.  vrell  calculated  for  mutaal  affiftance,  nof 
very  well  peopled )  nor  produ&ire,  except 
«pou  their  few  rivers.  Thence  might  be 
traced  feme  of  the  sauies  of  their  mternai 
divifions  J  of  their  frequent  decline,  and 
of  their  falling  fo  often  into '  a  dependence 
on  other  nations,  as  we  fee  in  their  hiftory ; 
fucceflively  on  Phenicians,  Carthaginians, 
Romans,  Gothsr^  Saracens^  and  now  on 
the  French. 

To  keep  inch  a  peiqple  <ip  to  all  the 
energy  of  chara£ter  and  a£kivity  of  indiiftry, 
requifite  to  its  bdng  a  great  itnd  indepen-* 
dent  nation,  and  to  preferre  k  in .  a.  ilate 
ef  cultivadon,  every  human;  tiit)ti»e  to 
exertion  b  probably  neccflary.  Without 
ifreedam  and  fecurity,  arts  and  cbtHmerce, 
and  a  conftanC  inteccourfe  and  compi^tition 
v^kh.  other  coutrtriea,  we  canned  expeft 
them  to  rife,  by  any  means  within  the 
powers  or  nature  of  their  prcfent  gorern-* 
pient,  n«ar  to^  their  former  ftate  of  great-* 
nefs.  Without  freedom  and  good  govern^ 
ment,  foreign  wars  and  commercfe,  evea 
our  own  iflatid  would  probably  foon  re\^er« 
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to  Its  Ibimer  barbarity  and  political  indgni* . 
ficanceu  You  kaow  how  improbable  and 
imprafticable  I  think  thfeir  recovery,  and 
i  have  perhaps  already  enumerated  reafons 
enough  for  that  opinion  j  but  you  muft 
have,  them  as  they  occur*  Any  one  vvho 
knows  the  people  of"  Spalri  »wiil  readily  con* 
tceive  how  very  unequal  the  prefent  race 
Would  big  to  execute  the  fixudions^  to* 
aflert  or  maintain  die  rights,  cif  their  former 
coni|itution  of  government.  When  peo- 
ple arrive  at  certain  degrees  of  ilc^h  and 
indifier^ce^  it  becomes  doubly  difficult  to 
find  motives  tha^ihave  any  iiidGiuence  with 
them*  How  can  we  teach  him.  who  will 
not  learn  j  cm:  improve  thofe  whtjfe  taftc 
and  judgment,  natural  and  morale  are  fo 
vitiated  as  to  have  reverfed  the  order  of 
nature?  where  fome  of  the  moft  ufeful 
occupations  of  men  are  difgtaceful,  while 
that  of  begging,  and  even  of  aflaffination, 
are  not  fo  ?  where  they  have  loft  their 
relifli  for  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  for 
the  comforts  of  life,  many  preferring  dirt 
to  cleanlinefsi  and  indolence  with  want  to 
induftry  with  all  its  comforts  and  conveni- 

T  3  enciesj 
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encies  j  where  moft  of  the  country  peo-* 
pie  hate  the  fight  of  trees,  atid  have  a 
diflike  to  milk,  greeiis,  and  the  other 
ftmple  and  original  kinds  of  food,  their 
palates  b^ing  fppiled  by  indulging  the  fsL^ti^ 
tious  tafte  for  garlick,  onions,  peppers,  and 
high  feafonings.  Man  is  .the  creature  of 
habit.  When,  from  want,  oppreffion,  or 
indulgence,  he  jabandons^  or^  gets  beyond 
the  firft  fimplc  feelings. or.  inftinfls  of  na- 
ture, there  feem  .  no  natural  bounds  or 
limits  left  to  flop  his  ^gradually  deftroying 
^his  fenfes,  his  mind,  and  his -whole  felf* 
He  may  then  go  on^  till  he.leacn'to  dtink 
alkohol,  to  eat  aflafoetida,  or  ..do  mifchief, 
for  pleafure,  till  the  whole  animal  is  fpoiled 
or  annihilated.     .     i 

The  great  cbjedi  of  defire  feems  here 
a  long  and  lazy  iffe;  whereas  the  fhort 
and  adlive  has  generally  b6efl  of  mpft  fer- 
vice  to  mankind,  and  nlbre  fuited  to  fociety. 
We  may.inftance  Alexander,  Raphael,  and 
many  others.  If  the  youth,  at  leaft,  of  a 
country  cannot  be  made  to  lova  adivity 
and  danger,  I  fear  there  is  fmall  hope  of 
that  country-  Hardly  any  thing  Teems  no^ 

capable 
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cajpable  of  exciting  this  people  to  great  ef- 
forts^ except  their  fuperftitious  terrors,  love, 
revenge,  or  a  fandango.  You  are  aware 
that  we  mi\ft  not  conclude  all  are  fo  far 
funk  in  indolence  and  indifference;  but 
I  fear  this  character  is  general  enough  to 
confider  the  others  as  exceptions.  To  fuch 
a  ftate  has  a  bad  governmeot  reduced  the , 
firft  people  in  Europe* 


T3 
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LETTER    XXVII,    • 

Oil  Governmeitt. 

To  Mr.  A.  Jt 

I  DO  not  difapprove  of  your  indulging 
a  little  in  fpecqlations  upon  government 
?ind  politics ;  it  may  induce  you  to  go  on 
with  hiftory,  law,  travel,  &c,  all  which 
lead  to  other  ufcful  refearches.  The 
utility  of  my  letters  ajid  opinions  will 
confift,  I  hope,  more  in  the  efforts  of 
thought  and  refe^rch  they  may  produce  in 
you,  than  in  the  aftual  information  they 
may  contain.  Nor  do  I  wifb  ta  difcourage 
your  difpofitioi^  to  perpetual  reform  and 
improvement,  w|jich  is  natural  to  young 
^nd  ardent  minds  j  the  world  wiU  foon 
enough  reprefs  that  zeal.  I  agree  with 
you,  that  thp  art  of  government  has  long 
been  stationary,  and  perhaps  often  retror 
n^de,  an^  might  hay^  heen  expeded  to 

he 
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l>e  much  farther  advanced  than  we  find  it. 
When  we  comuder    the  progrefs  it  once 
tnade  among  the  Greeks,  we  cannot  eafily 
account  for  its  fubfequent  decline.     With- 
out being  too  fanguinc  or  romantic,  we  may 
be  ^permitted  to  hope  for  degrees  of  politi- 
cal fkiil  and  wifdom,  and  for  feme  futuro 
lawgiver,  more  perfe^  than  any  that  have 
|>een  yet  feen  in  the  worlds     May  we  not 
cxpeft,  that  this  great  art  will  now  advance 
in  an  accelerated  progreffion,  by  means  of 
England,  and  Englilh  America  ?  We  may 
now  look  for  forae  fyftem  that  ihall  com-* 
prehend  at  once  the  principles  of  duration 
and  improvement,  fo  as  to  keep  pace  with 
the  other  arts.     The  bcft  fy fteins  of  govern^ 

ment  hitherto  known  have  been  like  the 

• 

machines  that  require  to  be  wound  up  at 
certain  periods;  every  revolution  con^ 
tains  the  feeds  ©f  others.  We  ought 
to  look  well  into  hiftorv,  and  fee  if  we 
fhould  not  firft  try  to  equal  fome  of  the 
ancient  governments,  before  we  pretend 
to  furpafs  them.  Some  allege  we  canncxt 
go  much  farther.  The  moft  perfed  fyftem 
would   doubtlefs,    in   the  execution,   ftill 

T  4  favour 
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favour  of  the  imperfe<flion  of  man,  fi> 
•weak  a  being,  and  fo  eafily  fpoiled  by 
^  power,  or  any  other  indulgence.  By 
perfection  muft  be  underftppd  tberbeft  pofli-t 
ble  fyftem  for  man,  with  all  his  defedls; 
and  I  think  we  have  not  yet  difcovered 
on  what  it  depends:  the  difcovery  may 
require  more  ages  of  experience,  and  bo 
found  very  fimple  at  laft. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  moft  perfed: 
fyftem  may  be  found  to  depepd  chiefly 
on  threej  points ;  i .  On  good  education ; 
a,.  Equal  r^pi^efentation  j  and  3.  Mutual 
control.  We  haye,  in  England,  fuc-? 
ceeded  tolerably  well  in  the  third  of 
'  thefe,  though  not  fp  well  in  the  two 
former.  But  every  man  who  thinks,  muft 
have  his  own  fyftem,  ^nd  we  can  feldon^ 
agree ;  9,  neceflary  ev^l,  perhaps  the  mofl; 
difficult  of  all  to  be  remedied.  However^ 
tp  fill  up  part  pf  njy  fyftem,  and  eftablifh 
a  government  that  flipuld  improve,  inftead 
pf  declining  as  ufual,  I  think  the  following 
ponditions  neceflary.  i.  A  fecurity  in  th? 
fqfrm  of  (joaftUntion,  ^hal;  every  hY(  wiU 

be 
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l>e  the  real  fentiment  of  a  majority  of  the 
\«rhole  community,  and  not  of  a  fmall  part 
only.     2.  I  mull  have  a  pr0per  diftribur 
tion  of  power  among  perlbns  and  corporate 
bodies,  fo  that  th^y  may  all  both  affift  and: 
control  each  other ;  fome  of  them  change-^ 
able,  and  ^others  fixed,-  with  right  rqtation' 
for   the   firft,    and  proper  limitations  for- 
both*     In  this  diftribution  may  confift  th^ 
fecret  of  the  whole  fcience  of  legiflation; 
A  right  diyifipn  of  the  public  labour,  be- 
tween  corporate    bodies   and    individuals^ 
and  which  fhould  bring  all  th^  powers  of 
both  fexes  into  aftion,  might  go  farther  than 
we  cap  now  eveii  imagine.     Society  feems 
to  fall  almpft  natprally  intoya  divifipn  of 
three  clafles ;  a  firft,  middl^  and   lower ; 
9nd  hence  the  legiflature,    almoft  as  na- 
turally,  into  thofe  of  a,monarch,  a  fenate, 
and   commons    by    reprefentatipn :    three 
powers,  at  leaft,  being  neceflary  to  preferv? 
a  balance  by  inut;ual  cpntroh     This  qnc?- 
eftablifhed,  all  the  reft,  as  *wifdpm,  know- 
ledge,'   virtue,    feem    to   flow*  from  it  in 
cpurfe :    public  and  private  life,    govern^ 
jnent  iind  education,  will  then  fprni  but 

onQ 
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cme  great  fchool,  and  will  all  equally  con^ 
tribute  to  produce  the  kinds  of  merit  th6  moft 
wanted :  fixed  and  temporary  laws  will  be 
well  diftinguifhed ;  in  (hort,  the  refult  of  all 
the  befl  fpeculations  and  theories  vrpoti  go^ 
▼emment  fecms  to  demonftrate  our  own 
to  be  the  neareft  peyfcdion ;  and  perhaps 
we  have  only  to  remove  the  defeds  above 
mentioned,  in  education  and  reprefentation. 
In  ordeir  to  forn^  the  beft  govetarnent  poffiblc* 

There  will  then  probably  be  wifdom 
enough  to  render  the  education  of  all  ranks 
fomewhat  military;  this  J  think  indilpenfn 
able^  and  believe  that  no  government  can  be 
lafting  where  thq  people  have  loft  the  ufg 
of  arms.  While  they  retaia  their  martial 
habits,  it  may  indeed  require  more  judg- 
ment and  attention  to  dirc<3:  them,  thaa  moft 
governments  are  able  or  willing  to  heftow, 
until  they  (hall  become  better  conftitut-? 
cd,  fo  as  to  produce  the  neceffary  fkill,.  ?eal, 
and  afliduity ;  then  the  tafk  bccooiesi  eafy, 
A  regiment  is  ruled  with  facllityjt.  a  mob  is 
ungovernable :  a  certain  method  and  form 
of  arrangement  produces  a  conftant  atten-t 
tiQi;  in  the  ejfecutive  operations  in  a  regi^ 

mont, 
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inent^or  a  nation :  the  people  become  thence 
ipLOt  lefs,  but  more  capable  of  order^  obe-* 
dience,  and  reguUrity,  and  might  there-* 
fore  more  fafely  be  trufted  with  liberty, 
;&nd  infiuence  enough  to  fupport  the  exer-» 
lions  and  the  feM^importance  fo  neceflary 
even  in  the  lowed  claifes  of  a  great  and 
miUtary  nation. 

Since  the  great  improvements  and  di-  • 
vifion  of  arts  and  labour,  and  their  en-^ 
greffing  the  whole  time  and  attention  of 
the  workmen,  the  people  in  nioft  countries 
have  readily  agreed  to  be  taxed  in  order  to 
pay  for  their  defence,  in  preference  to  the 
privilege  of  defending  themfelves:  they 
thereby  gave  up,  at  onqe,  all  their  remSin-i 
ing  fecurity  in  any  rights,  civil  or  political, 
T!?vhieh  will  be  gradually  infringed  by 
their  rulers,  who  are  no  longer  under  the 
conftant  neceflity  of  attending  to  the  in- 
ferefts  of  a  people  without  property  or 
inilitary  talents,  ^nd  hence  without  influ- 
pnce.  Sijch  governments  will  degenerate 
pto  defpotifm,  then  infenfibly  decline, 
^nd  at  laft  fall  a  prey  to  the  firftfree  and 
ijff^rlifce  nat-ipn  that  inay  stftack  them  in  a 

few 
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few  fiicceffive  wars :  fucTi  feems  to  be  the 
circle  of  our  policy,  arts,  commerce,  aad, 
in  fhort,  of  human  nature.  Your  remedy 
^f  reprefentationcame  in  good  time  to  keep 
up,  or  rather  raife^  for  a  time  the  import- 
ance of  the  peG5>le;  but  to  fupport  it,  will 
require  moire  .arrangements  civil  and  mili^ 
tary.  Let  us  hope  the  martial  fpirit  will 
ipread  and  take  root  among  us,  and'  that  a 
general  circulating  militia,  in  which  all 
ferve  in  their  turn,  will  at  length  be  efta- 
blilhed,  fo  a^  to  fupply  a  fmall  but  well- 
^ifciplined  army^  and  render  the,  people 
more  military  and  ,raore  orderly. 

Since  ypu  lead  me  into  thefe  matters,  I 
know  not  how  to  leave  them,  thoiigh  I 
wifh  to  be  concifq.  ♦  I  think  we  are  more 
readily  inclined  to  refled  and  talk  upoa 
government,  in  the  countries  where  it  is 
\vorfl ;  and  this  Country  affords  a  variety  of 
fubje(3;s  for  fuch  refledions.  To  make  the 
indolent  become  adive  and  induftrious,  I 
think  their  wants  muft  be  increafed.  Id 
the  fined  countries  ^nd  climates,  fuch  as 
this  of  Spain,  where  their  wants  are  fpvf^ 
and  thofe  few  eafily  fpppUed,  we  find  the 
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Inhabitants  the  moft  bdpl^lfr'aiui  inidhrq 
Kingdoms,  ^however,  feem  equally  doont- 
ed  >  to  perifh  by  the  dppofite  pfogreflioti^ 
firft  of  ah  induftrious,  and  then  a  rapacious 
avarice.  When  the  love:>Qf  riches  has  bcett 
once  awakened,  and  fuffidently  cxercifed^ 
it  fhould  he  reftrained  and^  regulated^ 
and"  on  the  wifdomof  fiich  regulatioaft 
much  of  the  •  profpefity  and  duration  of  ^ 
empires  will  depend.  .'  But  modern  govern-^ 
nients,j  on /the' contrary,  pur  own  npt  ex-* 
eepted,  ape  buildinjg  on  ,the .  foundation 
of;  pecuniary,  intereft  an..immenle  and  i»» 
creafing*.  fi:tui3ure,  which  fatlaft  ^ihs^y  .fall 
by  "its  ownr  weight,  .like  that  of.  Spain. 
Wg  feed  arid  encourage,*  .inftead  of  mi- 
tigating and '  diverting,  the  Jove  of 
povfrer.  and'  pf -riches,  •  till  ;they  : become 
enormous  add  uncontrclable.  ^Though 
in  fome  countries  i  merit  may  by.  ftealth 
creep  ,  into  c  notice :  and  po wer^  it  muft 
in  time  be -.entirely  facrificed  to  riches. 
The  eafy  alieitation. and.  circulation  of  great 
fortunes,  and  the  proper  divifion  of  large 
cft^tcs,  are  almoft  everywhere  impeded,  and 
the  accumulation   of  them  promoted,  bjs 
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pardai  aijtd  perfticiolis  laws  ind  ct}fti3tft^ 
This  is  remarkably  the  cafe  ti4re>  where  a 
few  grandees  may,  in  time,  engrofs  all  the 
great  titles  and  ellates  of  the  kingdom : 
the  duke  of  Alva  already  poffeflfes  eleven 
dukedoms  (fombreros  or  grandc%as)  ;  the 
duke  of  Medina  Gasli,  the  Gonde  de 
Altamira,  &c.  hive  each  acquired  feveral  by 
^  Inheritance.  Through  moft  palrt  of  Europe 
property  feems  to  be  getting  into  fewer 
hands^  and  thence  more  within  the  reach 
of  goverhment^  which  is  Confequently  the 
ttiore  inclined  and  enabled'  to  become  de*^ 
fpotic,  by  combinations  of  the  few  againft 
the  many.  There  haVe  been  variations  ill 
Ais  progreiiiori,  according  as  chance  or  wi& 
13om  have  directed  :  human  knowledge  and 
forefight  may,  in  fome  cafes,  have  had  att 
influence  on  the  duration  and  profperity  of 
empires^  In  a  general  tendency  towards 
oppreffion,  though  the  people  have  often 
poffefled  the  bare  neceflaries  of  life  on  no 
better  tenure  than  fo  far  as  they  could  be 
ufeful  to  their  opprefTors,  that  tenure  has 
gradually  becOilie,  on  fome  occafions,  a 
tolerably  good  one.    Luxury,  by  creating 

wants^ 
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^ante,  hias  Increafed  the  'demand  for  thd 
labour  and  ingenuity  of  the  people :  it  has 
tempted  the  rich  to  fpend  and  to  fell  tfadx: 
eftates,  and  enabled  the  induftrious  to  buy 
them,  promoting  a  better  divifion  and 
ciroilation  of  property.  As  far  as  thoCs 
jpeopie  have  b^en  able  to  protect  and  pre* 
ierve  their  induilry  and  their  influence^ 
by  a  proper  temperament  of  freedom  and 
fccurky^  by  a  wife  and  well-balanced  coil-* 
ftiiiitiort  ofgDYernment,  fo  far  the  fupcriotf 
fruits  of  their  induftry  have'  appeared^ 
increafed5  and  produced  a  fpirit  of  (omm 
independence  for  its  own  fupport.  Thi$ 
may  be  called  the  purfe-^proud  fpirit  of 
commerce  and  riches ;  it  may  give*  rife  to 
Improventents  yet  unfeen^  and  continue  to 
fweil  till  it  burft,  aiid  fhare'  the-&te  of  all 
human  purfuits  when  iwt  fufficiently  kept 
l^ithin  bounds.  We  do  not  indeed  feem 
clearly  to  have  determined  the  merits  and 
cffedls  of  this  modern  fyftem  of  induftry 
and  avarice,  nor  to  have  meafured  or  com- 
pared it  with  that  of  the  ancient  fpirit  of 
poverty,  independence,  and  vigour  of  mind : 
men  of  books  admire  the  latter,,  men  of 
8  the 
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thie  world  the  fdrmef  ,  and  each  laughs  at  the 
other.     Though  thia  modem  fpWt  of  afts 
and  commerce  feems  capable  of  fupplying 
the  place  of  every  thing,  and  almoft    of 
virtue  itfelf,  we  may  howevierbe  permitted, 
to  doubt  of  its  omnipotence .  whenever  it 
fliall  have  the  other  to  contend  with.     It 
was  forefeen,  that.  Carthage,  with   all  its 
riches  and  mercenary  armies,  muft  at  length 
be  overcome  by  the  fpirit  and  perfeyeraace 
©rthe  Roman  republic^  The  arts  and  fciences 
cannot    gain   a   fituation  that  will  enfure 
their  own  exiftcnce  and  duration,  till  the 
art  of  government  fhall  have  made  a  pro* 
grefs    equal    to  the    reft.      The  force  of 
modern  European :  nations  is  now  comput* 
'cd  by  pounds,  fliillings,  and  pence ;  and  in 
their     contentions   the    richeft    generally 
prevail :    but  .  this    may   not    always    be 
the  cafe.     Were  it  not  for  .the  art  of  for- 
tification,   even  now   an  army  of  Tartar 
horfe,    diredled    by.  a  TameHane    or  an 
•Alexander,  might,    by  repeated  attempts^ 
reduce  Europe  once  more  to  a  barbarous 
defert,    and  "bury   all   her   arts  and    im- 
provements in  oblivion.    After  a  certsuln 
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progrefs  of  tyranny,  and  the  divifion  of 
the  world-  again  among  a  few  overgrown 
and  ignorant  tyrants,  it  may  require  only 
the  caprice  or  miftake  of  fome  one  of 
them,  to  prepare  Europe  for  fuch  an 
event;  while  the  fcience  and  wifdom^  the 
virtue  and  intereft,  of  all  the  reft  of  man- 
kind remain  without  power  or  influence.  • 
The  carrying  any  fpecious  fyftem  of  policy 
to  an  extreme,  fuch  as  the  difufe  of  forti- 
fications and  of  militias,  may  be  fufficient 
to  preveint  or  impede  the  efficacy  of  your 
fuperior  atts  and  ftrength,  and  at  once  lay 
you  open  to  fuch  a  difafter. 

I  do  not  me^n  to  reprefent  the  people  in 
France  or  Spain,  as  in  mpch  danger  from 
the  fpirit  of  commerce  and  luxury :  bene-* 
volence  would  wifh  they  were :  they  arq 
probably  pall  that  period,  and  incapable, 
without  more  property  and  .arrangement, 
of  recovering  their  influence.  In  thefe. 
governments,  democracy  muft  now  be  . 
out  of  the  queftion,  and  the  future  con- 
tentions will  only  be  between  the  monarchic 
and  ariftocratic  oppreflTors.  The  poverty 
and  dependence  of  the  people  are  every- 
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where  too  evident :  their  dangers  and  de- 
preffion  proceed  more  from  feudal  tyranny 
than  commercial  luxury. .  You  know  the 
powers  and  oppreflive  privileges  of  their 
nobility  and  clergy,  though  the  latter  are 
confidered  as  pretty  good  landlords :  that 
their  eftates  do  not  improve  fo  much  as  tiiey 
ought,  is  perhaps  more  owing  to  their 
being  too  indulgent  than  too  rigid  mafters, 
and  to  their  being  only  proprietors  for  life. 

Some  laws,  like  thofe  in  Holland  and 
elfe where,  that  promote  the  divifion  of  ^eat 
eftates,  and  facilitate  this  alienation,  if  they 
could  be  generally  adopted,  might  obviate 
the  dangers  of  thofe  too  great  accumula- 
tions and  inequalities,  without  checking 
too  much  of  that  paffion  for  riches,  and 
the  family  pride,  which  fometimes  pro- 
duce beneficial  efie(3:s.  Such  laws  might 
lielp  to  fave  Europe  from  thofe  misfortunes 
which  we  have  prefumed  to  forefee; 
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Bpanijh  ancient  Government.  Decline.  Chd'^ 
raSer.  Peculiarities.  EdiSts^  and  want 
t)f  Conjidence. 

To  Mr.  G. 

St.  Jago. 

MANY  clear-headed  fenfible  men 
we  meet  with  in  this  country 
belong  to  the  law ;  that  profefSon  feems 
to  produce  the  moft  freedom,  learning, 
eloquence,  and  the  kind  of  knowledge 
chiefly  wanted  ill  this  nation.  From  fome 
of  thefe,  you  will  meet  with  more  fatif- 
fadory  information  concerning  the  adual 
ftate  of  their  government  and  conftitution, 
than  you  can  acquire  from  any  books; 
yet  it  may  be  proper  to  draw  from  both 
fources.  Though  fuch  men  cannot  now 
be  of  much  fervice  to  a  nation  where  both 
church  and  date  afe  againft  every  reform 

U  2     .  '^        or 
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or  advancement,  at  fome  futute  period  they 
'  may,  if  fuflSciently  honeft  and  numerous, 
be  of  infinite  ufe  to  it.  Nor  do  I  think 
this  nation  fo  thoroughly  incapable  of  re- 
form as  the  French*  If  they  can  once  be 
moved  to  fet  about  a  revolution  upon 
fyftem,  they  tvill  be  found  more  equal  to 
the  tafk.  There  may  be  fome  hope  in  the 
tyranny  and  abfurdity  of  their  govef n- 
ment:  thefe  being  carried  to  extremes  in 
enlightened  times,  may  create  fome  regu- 
lated refinance,  as  formerly  in  Flanders, 
and  as  was  lately  very  nearly  the  cafe  at 
Madrid;  and  this  might  grow  into  a  fyfte- 
matic  oppofition,  and  produce  a  balanced 
government  as  in  England.  Unlimited 
power  muft,  in  moft  cafes,  at  length  go  ir- 
recoverably wrong,  and  may  then  ftrangle 
herfelf  in  her  own  ignorance  and  abfurdi- 
ties :  fuch  may  be  the  fate  of  this,  ^s  well 
as  of  Papal  and  Mahomedan  powers.  And 
then  it  becomes  of  the  laft  importance  to 
have  a  fufEcient  number^of  wife  men  ready 
with  the  remedy,  to  att  with  coolnefs  on  a 
pre-concerted  plan,  and  to  eflablifh  a  confti- 
tution  that  fhali  balance,  fupport,  and  im« 

prove 
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prove  itfelft     However,  their  ancient  mode 
cf  government,  its  revolutions  and  decline, 
you  are  certainly  right  to  inveftigate  from 
their  hiftory ;  and  we  may  procure  you  the 
acquaintance  of  fome  who  can  ihorten  and 
dire(3:  your  labour.     I  believe  you  will  find 
their  conftitution,  even  at  its  beft  periods, 
to  have  been  full  of  faults ;  the  legiflature, 
or   Corfesj    generally    inadequate    to    the 
framing  of  good  laws,  that  fhould  include 
the   interefts   of   all    ranks;    thefe   being 
•  moftly  dictated  by  the  crown  or  the  nobles,  • 
amidfl  the  perpetual  contefts,  and  without 
^ny   certain   balance,  between  thofe    twa 
powers ;  the  third  and  moft  eflential  power^^ 
the  people,  never  having  been  well  repre- 
fented,  united  and  conftituted  into  an  in- 
dependent  member  of  the  legiflature:  their 
modes  of  proceeding  were  never,  I  believe, 
very  good,  nor  fufSciently  fettled  and  re- 
gular.    It  feellis  to  have  been  an  accidental 
and  unfinifhed  lyftem,  with  the  kinds  and 
degrees  of  liberty  more  produdive  of  an- 
archy than  of  wifdom  or  fteady  exertion, 
however  it  might  have  been  improved,  if 
^t  had  lafled,  and  had  not,  like  moft  other 

U  3  old 
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old  Gothic  governments,  begun  to 
and  to  vanifli,  before  they  knew  well  what 
it  was,  or  might  become.  A  conititntion 
framed  in  rude  and  warlike  times,  imped-> 
cd  in  the  progreflfive  changes  neceflary  to 
make  it  keep  pace  with  thofe  of  manners, 
opinions,  and  property,  became  gradually 
quite  unfit  to  contend  with  the  effeda  of 
luxury  and  partial  interefts  ;  and  tyranny, 
in  new  fhapes,  advanced  fafter  than  politi- 
cal knowledge  and  precaution,  which  often: 
come  too  late. 

You  will  find,  that  their  wifeft  and  greateft 
monarchs  were  thofe  who  protected  the 
people,  and  depreffed  the  nobles,  the  mod ; 
taking  care  to  have  always  the  lower  and 
mod  numerous  clafies  oii  their  fide :  fiich 
were  Alfonfo  III.  Ferdinand  I.  Alfonfo  VI.; 
and  particularly  Alfonfo  VIII.  and  Fer- 
dinand III. ;  and  ftill  more  Ferdinand 
and  Ifabel,  the  great  friends  of  the  people, 
under  whofe  joint  reign  the  towns,  through 
induftry  and  wealth,  were  growing  fait 
into  weight  and  confequence  in  the  ftate ; 
fo^much  that  you  know  they  formed  a 
powerful '  oppofi.tion,    and   at   laft  a   war, 

7  againft 
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againfl  Charles  V.  who  did  not  underfland 
them  or  their  conftitution  fo  well  as  Fer- 
dinand. But  the  efforts  of  thofe  monarchs 
ieem  to  us  only  like  temporary  Ihifts,  with- 
out fyftem  or  forclight.  They  feem  not  ^o 
have  known  the  importance  nor  the  me* 
thods  of  eftablifhing  the  third  power  in  the 
ilate,  as  a  permanent  weight  in  the  balance 
againil  the  nobles,  which  was  fo  much 
wanted  by  all  thofe  Spanifh  princes;  a 
weight  which  you  will  fee  all  wife  princes 
ileadily  fupport,  being  a  much  better  way 
of  managing  the  ariftocratic  power,  than 
the  prefent  general  ^  method  of  opprefling 
and  taxing  the  people  in  order  to  penfion 
the  nobility,  by  which  both  clafTes  are 
Ipoiled,  and  the  nation  is  debilitated.  ^Had 
Charles  V.  been  wife  enough  to  regulate  - 
and  fix  that  third  power  in  the  legiflature, 
inftead  of  curbing,  and  thence  gradually 
annihilating  itji  the  government,  and  the 
country,  might  have  gone  on  improving, 
and  Spain  would  have  remained  ftill  the 
firft  and  moft  powerful  nation  in  Europe. 

As  our  modern  fyftem  of  induftry  and 
avarice   advanced,    money   gradually    ac-* 

U  4  .    c^uired 
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quired  more  influence  over  mankind  ;  and 
at  lengA,  I  fuppofe,  all  power  and  authority 
will  ftridlly  follow  property  in  whatever 
hands  it  may  be  found :  and  if  a  Drufus^ 
or  fomc  other  of  the  ancient  independent 
ipirits^  were  to  revive,  he  would  hardly 
find  any  road  open  to  eminence,  except 
that  of  the  mifen  However,  while  there 
is  any  fenfe  of  merit  left  in  the  world, 
virtues   and  talents   will  fometimes  break 

• 

into  notice,  and  may  command  the  rich. 
Here,  in  Caftile,  you  will  find  the  ricos 
homes  began  foon  to  have  more  than  their 
fhare  of  influence  in  the  Cortes;  and  after- 
wards, as  nobles,  they  went  on  accumulat- 
ing riches  and  power,  which,  in  future 
contefts,  were  feized  by  the  ctown  through 
much  blood  and  anarchy.  Such  has  gene- 
rally been,  and  muft  probably  always  be, 
the  hiftory  of  governments  where  the  third 
power,  or  the  people,  are  ^t  fupported. 
Might  not  this  third  power  be  fo  regulated 
and  eftablifhed,  when  well  fupported  by 
the  interefl:  of  the  crown,  as  to  fupply  the 
defeds  and  flufluations  of  property,  ^nd, 
in  fpite  of  poverty,  maintain  the  neceflary 

importance 
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importance  and  influence  of  the  people? 
Biit  then  you  may  fay,  that  fuch  fffyftem 
would  require  a  perpetual  fucceffion  of  wifei 
fcientific,  and  liberal  monarchs;  and  for 
that  purpofe,  a  better  kind  of  education 
"Would  be  neceifary  than  it  feem8  now  the 
fafliion  to  give  to  princes. 

Our  Englifli  plan  of  reprefentation, 
"which  came  in  fuch  good  time  fo  fupport  a 
falling  people,  I  am  forry  to  fee,  is  not  fo 
generally  known  and  underftood  as  it  de- 
ferves ;  and  if  we  fliould  negleft  to  com- 
plete the  fyftem,  and  to  enfure  its  duration, 
it  may,  before  it  is  perfe<9:ed,  fufFer  fome 
unmerited  difcredit,  which  may  prevent  or 
retard  its  imitation  or  revival  at  fome  future 
period,  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  How 
many  things  combine  to  retard  the  progrefs 
of  the  great  fcicnce  of  government !  Wife 
and  liberal  principles  are  very  long  in  gain-- 
ing  a  footing  among  men,  and,  on  certain 
occafions,  are  all  driven  out  again  in  a 
moment.  From  the'  time  that  Charles  V. 
by  force  or  influence  in  the  Cortes,  I  be- 
lieve here  at   St.  Jago,  got  it  eftabliflied 

to 
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to  vote  the  fupplies  always  before  the  re-* 
drefe  of  grievances — ^froin  that  time  th^ 
conftitution  was  gone:  the  forms  were 
prefer ved,  as  if  only  to  give  time  to  con- 
vince the  public,  by  a  kind  of  pretended 
ipeciou$  experience,  that  thofe  afiemblies 
were  unneceflary  and  burdenfome :  and  by 
the  decay  of  finance,  their  difufe  became 
at  laft  a  matter  of  oeconomy  and  neceflity  ; 
as  the  maintaining  a  majority  there  was  at- 
tended, with  more  difficulty  and  expencc, 
than  a  very  confiderable  increafe  of  the 
army,  which  was  known  to  anfwer  that 
and  feveral  other  purpofes  more  effeftually; 
and  thus  came  to  be  gradually  eftablifhed 
here,  one  of  the  moft  unlimited  tyrannies 
in  Europe.  And  we  cannot  wi(b  for  a 
better  example  to  fhew  the  effedts  of  de- 
ftroying  and  replacing  an  eftabliflied  free 
conftitution  by  an  arbitrary  government, 
than  the  gradual  decline  of  this  country 
ever  fince  that  period.  Hardly  any  of  their 
writers  dare  yet  look  up  to  this  firft  fource 
of  their  decline  :  they  feem  complaifantly 
to  fhift  the  caufe,  and  willing  to  place  it 
on  mifmanagement.     The  boldeft  trace  it 

to 
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to   the   end   of   Philip  11. :    but   he   only 

purfued  the  fyftem,  and  employed  and  ex- 

liaufted  the  broken  conftitution,  left  by  his 

father.     The  refult  or  accumulation  of  a 

fuccefEon  of  bad  management  during  that 

and  the  following  reigns,  the  natural  confe- 

quence  of  unlimited  power,  feemed  to  fall 

with  an  accelerated  weight  upon  that  of 

Philip  IV.    and  Charles   II.      They  now 

perfift  in  expecting  a  complete   recovery 

from  their  Bourbon  government,  in  fpite 

of  the  experience  of  near  a  century,  and 

after  repeated  difappointments,  more  than 

fuflScient  to  (hew  them  the  fallacy  of  their 

hopes. 

It  would  feem,  that  abfolute  governments 
cannot  be  improved  by  the  addition  of 
minute  regulations  and  fubdivifions,  and 
arc  only  embarrafled,  inftead  of  being  tem- 
pered or  diredled,  by  an  increafe  of  legal 
forms  a:nd  councils.  Such  governments  may 
fometimes  be  adminiftered  by  good  men, 
as  this  feems  to  be  at  prefent,  and  then 
fome  little  improvements  may  be  made. 
But  thjs  nation  feems  too  far  funk  ever, to 

be 
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be  Faifed  to  any  thing  confiderable  by  fmalt 
and  temporary  regulations ;  it  is  plain  thefe 
jninifters  can  do  little  or  no  good :  they 
cannot  find  tools  to  work  with  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  things  and  condition  of  the  people ; 
the  fallacious  forms  and  inflitutions  anfwer 
none  of  the  purpofes  expefted  from  them ! 
Though  they  may  pretend,  or  really  sum 
at  the   public  good,  they  cannot  hit    it; 
they  foon  perceive  it  impoffible ;  then  tura 
to  follow  their  own  intereft,  which  unfor- 
tunately is  not;  that  of  the  nation  j  and  the 
benefit  of  the  people  can,  with  them,  only 
be  a  fecondaty  confideration  at  heft.     In- 
deed,  fubdivifions   of   power  feem  to   be 
adopted  in  this  country  only  when  ufelefs 
or  hurtful :  each  of  the  nugierous  depart- 
ments of  government  is  here  a  feparate  and 
independent  defpot,  with  authority  enough 
to   opprefs  and    do  mifchief,  but  without 
either  power  or   difpofition   to  do  good* 
With  all  our  chain  of  controls,  from  par- 
liament downwards,  you  know  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  with  us  to  get  the  public,  bufinefs 
properly  executed  ;  how  little  each  man  is 
diljpofed  to  do  more  than  barely  his  duty, 

an(!l 
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atld  how  fubjeft  every  department  is  to 
corrupt  practices,  and  a  domineering  fpirit. 
Iluman  power^   and  felf-intcreft,   cannot 
prefcribe  bounds  to  themfelves ;  thefe  muft 
be  placed  by  force,  niceffity,  and  other 
hands.      Government,    or  fociety,  ihbuld 
be  a  fyftem  of  checks,  or  of  mutual  con- 
trol.     We  might  as  well,  in  mechanics, 
look  for  a  felf-inotion  that  ihould  begin, 
continue,    and   endi   without   a  caufe,   aa 
cxpedt  from  human  beings  the  duties  of 
fociety   without    fufEcient    motives  .  and 
ccmtroL 

» 

Though  juftice  is  tardy  in  this  country, 
they  were  going  ^to  hang  a  poor  man  di- 
reftly  the  other  day,  a  fervant  of  the 
king's,  for  amufihg  himfelf  in  writing  let- 
ters dbout  an  imaginary  confpiracy ;  and 
his  being  difcovered  to  be  fooliih  could 
hardly  fave  him.  There  are  many  new 
regulations  in  the  palace,  and  new  edicts 
on  this  occafion.  Many  more  are  expect- 
ed about  the  roads,  the  poor,  on  com- 
merce, &c.  This  tyrannic  and  foolifh 
government  feems  fonder  of  regulations 

than 
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than  the  freeft  and  wifeft  we  know :  it  i^ 
for  ever. regulating  the  people,  as  if  it  loved 
them  :  but  it  is  foon  perceptible^ -that  to 
impoverifh  or  divide,  to  tertify  or  weaken 
them,  is  the  grand  ohje£t  of  all  thofe  ef-* 
forts  of  their  wifdom  and  myftery.  As  it 
is  in  the  nature  of  power  to  l3ecome  more 
cautious  and  timid  as  it  grows  more  de- 
fpotic,  and  to  dread  and  hate. the  people 
always  more  than  they  deferre,  hence 
that  perpetual  defire  which  it  ihews  for 
more  and  more  laws  and  authority  over 
them ;  and  which,  by  confidering  them  as 
worfe  than  they  really  are,  by  fuppofing 
them  bad,  feems  purpofely  to  make  them 
fo. 

Now  I  think  the  contrary  condu£l:  has 
been  found  to  fucceed  beft  with  mankind: 
both  individuals  and  bodies  of  men  have 
been  obferved  to  improve,  and  become 
more  worthy  of  confidence,  by  being  truft- 
ed ;  and  they  may  be  obferved  to  have 
profpered  in  proportion  to  the  liberty  and 
fecurity  in  which  they  have  been  left  to 
live,  and  to  manage  their  owii  affairs: 
and  I  believe  nearly  in  this  proportion  we 

fhaU 
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ikall   adually  find  the  powers,  induftry, . 
the    merits   of    all  the  people   we  .know, 
from  the    laft  up    to    the  firft,  from   tlie 
miferable    African   or  Siberian  Have,    up 
to«  the   adiive   and    independent    inhabi-- 
tant  of  Great   Britain.     Believe  men   ca- 
pable of  great  virtues  or  efforts,  and  they 
wirll  commonly  exert  themfelves  to  become 
fo  in  reality,    ^any  of  the  lo weft  Spaniards 
may  yet  be  fpurred  on  to  exert  great  ef- 
forts of  friend fliip  and  liberality,  «by  truft- 
ing  them,  and  fhewing  a  confidence  in  the 
old   reputation  of  their   honour,    thoiigh 
they  may  now  be  far  inferior  to  their  an- 
ceftors  who  gained  them  that  reputation. 
A  general  Wolfe  could  perfuade,  and  very 
foon  believe,  a  frt  of  common  fellows,  of 
wlrich  his  regiment  was  corapofed,  to  be 
incapable  of  defertion,  and   they  accord- 
ingly foon  became  fo  j  when  he  had  fuffi* 
ciently  prepared  them  by  his  fpeeches  and 
orders,    guards  and  fentries,    which  had 
been  placed  in  vain  to  prevent  their  efcape, 
were  called  in,  and  the  defertion  ceafed. 
There  is  a  difcipline  which  might  be  efta- 
blifhed  through  men's  minds  more  readily 

than 
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than  by  the  drill,  but  which  few  officers 
underftand.  An  Alexander  could  flake  his 
life,  againft  the  probability  of  his  phyfici- 
an's  treachery.  Such  great  fpirits,  capable 
of  fuch  confidence,  mud,  of  courfe^  form 
others  like  themfelves,  and  will  generally 
be  well  ferved* 


<  J  I  t 
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Spanijh  Manners.     Tq^e.     PaJJions.   Hap^ 
ptnefsl      Female    CbaraSer.      Mintfiry. 
Princes.    ' 


.      «  ,  J 


ToMr.  A;  J. 

I  HEARTILY  widi.tobe  4rawipg  to- 
wards ^  conclufion  with  thcfe  fcattered 
ob^ryitipns  on.this,  j^^t^nj  and  yet  fhall 
prpbafely  go  on  with  what.  rem,ains  in  the 
fame  .dpjfultory  way  I  ipgao. 


•    ■  •      '^  I      r  .    r 


;Tf1ie  Winter  here,  thdiigh  not  whit  you 
^6uld^  call  Yeyere,  yet  Tadly  increafes  the 
filent 'melancholy  gteom  of  poverty  and 
indolence.  'Thole  who  wlfh  for  a  peace- 
ful  ftate  of'focietyj  may  find  it  now  com- 
pletely'eitaWiflied  in  Spain.  Without  fire' 
or  tMmney,  though  the  fnowy  mountains 
are  juftin  fight,  pk>ple  now  wrap  them- 
ftlves  iip  in  their  gloomy  cloaks  and  ap- 
parent mifery,  and  fit  whole  evenings 
VoL.ll;  X  fmoking 
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fmoking  their  ftgarros^  or  praying  over 
their  beads  in  filent  melancholy  refignation, 
feemingly  indifferent  about  every  thing, 
till  the  fan  fliall  call  theni  again  into  life, 
and  to  the  fummer's  evening  dance. 

I  like,  your  ^ueftions  cooceming  national 
difpofition,  &c.  but  it  requires  refi^e^on  to 
anfwer  them  rightly.  The  high  opinion  I 
have  of  the  Spani/h  .cbaradter  and  behavi* 
our  (trato)  may  be  rather  new  to  you, 
and  may  differ  fr&mthat  of  many,  l^utit 
'  is  not  the  fefs  fotmded,  and  has  been  long 
the  fame.  The  coattali  between  the  pro- 
feflions  and  the  pnidHce  of  friendtfHip  and 
hofpitality,betiAreen  real  and  affeded  hraour 
4ind  civility,  is  doubtlels  a  very  ftriking 
.feature  in  modem  manners,  owing  I  be- 
lieve chiefly  to  France  j  and  the  Sj^niards, 
with  all  their  honour  and  fiacerity,  are  not 
entirely  exempt  from  it.  A  femblance  of 
vhrtue  may  be  better  than  noixe:  but  the 
romantic  purity  of  manners  and  principles, 
Hill  affumed  by  fome,  ^od  particularly 
4;hofe  of  high  rank,  though,  it  may  be 
<beiCter  than  nothing,  yet  becomea  wode 
6  than 
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tftaii  ikliculous  whea  we  come  to  know. 
SQOre  of  thdr  prirate  hiftory.  The  faabite 
of .  pDlH^Qefs,  by  eftabliflied  cufiom^  may 
properly  fsnough  .  fupply  tbe  place  of 
Tcd  goodDdb,  dviHty,.  benevolence,  and 
tsaaiy  othtv  .virtues;  ytx  when  carried  too 
£sr^  they  m^y  become  deceit:  how  far^  is 
haard  ta  fay;  v  It  is  veiy  difficult  to  eftimate 
viftnes  attA  vices  that  depend  fo  much  oil 
dtgott;  and  fiifbion.  In  order  to  underftand 
thcfe  things,  you  muft  i:now  what  they 
jcall  the  world ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  men  and 
women  of  it :  reading  is  infufficient ;  you 
ixnift  travel  among,  and  live  with,  all  ranks 
aBd  nations. 

It  is  llkewife  very  difficult  to  judge  rightly 
6d^  the  tafte  ^and  predominant  paffions  of 
-xnen  and  nadon%  even  after  living  modi, 
with  them.  If  the  people  in  this  quiet  na-^ 
tioQ  taa  be  /aid  to  love  any  thing  with 
waroi^  €sr  ardour,  beiides  their  dances 
Btti  am^ttfeoients,  I  tkiak  it  m^y  occafion-* 
ally.be,  X.  Revenge  2.  Indolence*  3.  Iqf- 
laf^iie.  Thar  hati'^,  which  is  piobably 
fiatua^,  feems  m<»b  readily  direded, 
u  ^gainft  Iidrefy,  or  rallier  ircretics ;  a. 

Xa  Againft 
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Againfl;  the  French;  and  3.  A^sdnft 
ftrangers,  or  all  the  reft  of  mankind.  -Ci.. 
Tilization  is  properly  enough  meafured  by 
attention  to  ftrangers:  here,  as  in  other 
countries,  in  the  fea-ports,  and  near  the 
coaft,  they  are  more  attendve,  pcdite,  and 
eafier  reconciled  to  foreigners,  than  more 
inland.  They  ufed  to  prefer  thet  £ng^ 
to  all  other  nations,  but  I  &ar  that  prefer* 
ence  is  now  on  the  decline,  and  ready  to 
change  its  objed:.  « 

It  is  ftill  more  diflBcult  to  eftimate 
the  happinefs  of  men  or  of  focieties.  If 
the  exercife  of  the  human  powers,  our 
fciences  and  improvements,  with  all  the 
increafe  of  ideas  and  pleafures  which  attend 
them,  do  not  bring  us  more  good  than  evil, 
more  pleafure  than  pain,  we  muft  appre- 
ciate happinefs  by  the  degrees  of  ignorance, 
inaftivity,  and  infenfibility,  which  .will 
lead  us  to  conclude,  with  the  opprefled  and 
enervated  Afiatic,  that  non-*exiftence  ia  the 
•beft'ofall.  But  if,  as  I  believe,  this  is 
not  a  true  but  a  fallacious  ftatement  of  the 
cafe;  if  our  exiftence  and  our,  faculties 
are  given  us  to  be  ufed,  I  know  of  no 

better 
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better  meafute  of  men's  happinefs  than 
their  adivity,  and  the  voluntary  exertion 
of  their  powers  and  faculties.  The  more 
:i^irit  and  adivity  men  fliew  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  their  various  duties,  and  the 
fewer  they  negledt,  the  happier  they  muft 
be*  We  daily  fee  that  fome  objedt  of 
purfuit  is  neceffary  to  us,  without  which 
we' can  neither  be  a£tive  nor  happy.  It 
is  needlefs  to-  recal  to  your  mind  any  of 
the  numerlefs  obfervations  that  will  occur  to 
prove  this  dodrine. '  In  activity  then  of 
mind  and  body,  more  than  in  reft,  muil 
coniift  the  happinefs  of  human  life;  and 
more  in  the  adlivity  itfelf  than  in  the  at- 
tainment of  thofe  objeds  to  which  it  leads. 
Upon  this  principle  or  fcale  I  ihould 
place  this  nation  among  the  leaft  happy, 
efpecially  in  winter,  and. the  Englifli  per- 
haps among  the  moil  happy. 

Although  we  at  prefent  fee  here  little 
elfe  remaining  .  but  the  fkeleton,  fo  to 
fpeak,  of  the  old  Spanifh  charader,  pride 
and  patience,  we  muft  perhaps  except  the 

*         _ 

female  part  of  fociety.  The  female  character 

X3  is 
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is  probably  improved,  whUe  the  male  may 
have  declined,  throughout  modem  £urope. 
The  fex  improres  by  iociety,  even  thcxsgh 
we  keep  them  from  kvowledge ;  and  they 
hett  now  pofiefs  more  domeftic,  ibcial, 
and  ufeful  virtues,  than  formeriy,  vlten 
more  fecludcd  from  the  world*  They 
were  then  fubje^  to  more  indolence  and 
timidity,  to  a  flovenly  indifference,  and 
pofitive  vices,  and  had  only  a  few. 
negative  virtues,  at  heft.  We  find  them 
endowed  with  all  .the  attention  and 
goodnefs,  tendemefs  and  humanity,  fo 
becoming  their  fex,  and  which  diey 
beilow  on  all  around  theim,  eaccept  here- 
tics,  of  whom   many  of  them  (hew  the 

0 

greateft  dread  and  averiion,  though  ibme* 
times  mixed  with  compaffion«  Several 
of  the  Spani(h  ladies  are  flill  too 
much  indulged  in  indolence,  and  fome- 
what  fpoiled  by  falfe  delicacies  and  re- 
finements; others,  who  have  had  fcnfc 
and  refolution  to  break  through  the  re- 
ilraints  of  faftiionabk  idlenefs,  have  be- 
come manly  and  active,  and  can  now  ride, 
hunt,  and  labour  in  the  garden,  better  than 

many 
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many  of  i»:  and  fi>me  Arfl^on^fe  gentle- 
men^  I  knew^  have  l»rpugbt  vp  their 
daughters  in  this  way^ 

In  fpite  of  the  fettery  and  felf-tonceit 
of  the  times,  I  believe  the  Bourbon  period 
of  Spaniih  hiftory  will  make  but  a  poor 
figure  in  their  future  annds.  Almoft  every 
thing  of  importance  that  has  been  attempt- 
ed by  that  government,  has  hitherto  failed 
of  fuccefs.  At  the  Bourbon  acceilion,  the 
exhaufted  and  depopulated  ftate  of  the 
country,  though  great,  was  not  however 
beyond  the  powers  of  liberal  principles  and 
good  management  to  re-eftablifh :  and  it  is 
but  too  evident,  that  this  jealous  govern- 
ment, fubjedl  to  no  legal  and  effectual  modd 
of  influenee  or  control  from  the  people,  has 
been  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  accom« 
plifli  the  reftoratibn  of  a  kingdom  per- 
haps naturally  the  rival  of  France. 

Their   preTent    mioiftry    ieems    (o   be., 
among    the    moft    fenfible    and    efficien|: 
that  they  have  had  for  fome  time  pail, 
except  that  of  the  Gonde  de  Herandat  and 
perlv^s  that  of  Enfenada ;  but  they*  you 

X  4  know, 
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know,  were  n6t  permitted  to  go  oh  :  and 
fiich  will  probably  be  the  future  hiftory  of 
Spain  while   a  province  of  the   Bourbon 
empire.  -Whenever  they,  begin,  evidently  to 
rife,  fotne  French  trick  or  intrigue  will  al- 
ways be  at  hand  to  flip  'away  the*  ladder. 
Some   of  thefe   miniflers,    being  reputed 
men   of   bufmcfs,    give    rife    to   fanguine 
hopes ;  too  fanguine,  as   ufual  here :  for, 
fuppofing  them  really  zealous  and  (incere 
in  their  endeavours  and  profeffions,  what 
can  they  do  with,  this  y^et  exhaufted   and 
indolent  nation,  if  they  will  not,  or  cannot 
reftore  them  their  conftitution ;  the  only 
effedtual   mean6,    I  believe,    of  recovery. 
Several  of  what  they  think  very  important 
regulations  in  commerce   and   police    are 
beginning  to  be  adopted,  and  others  ex-^ 
pf;6ted,  if  not  all  interrupted  by  their  talking 
a  part  in  this  foolifti  and  upfortunate  war, 
.They  are  going  to  be  as  great  fools  as  our- 
felves.     Folly  feems  to  be  coqtagious  at 
certai^i  periods. 

Their  premier  F^  B.  was  bred  to 
the  hw,  and  fome  time  at  Rome,  from 
which  it  is  thought  he  muft  know  forae-^ 

tWiJgj 
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tbing ;    bot  j  he    has  not  power    to   do 
much.      Others   allege^    that   really  *great 
politicians  would  place   him  only  among 
the   little   ones;  th^t  he  relies   too  much 
pn     that     left-handed    wifdom,      artifice 
and    cunning  :    if   fo,   he    employs   the 
beft     mafk,    a    frank    and    open     man- 
lier,  viilto  fciolto  et  penjier^  Jif^ttl^  which 
he    probably  Iparned   at  Rome.     Mr.   G* 
may  knovc  South  America,  but  it  is  doubt- 
ed if  he  knows  Europe,  or  the  true  princi- 
ples  of  commerce,  or  of  domeftic  police 
and    profperity :    but    thcfe,    though    th^ 
prefent  favourite,  topics  here,  we  cannot 
expedl  to  be  well  underftood  in  the  moft 
anti-commercial    nation,    while  they  are 
not  yet  well  underftood  in  the  moft  en* 
lightened. 

But  it  feems  to  be  again  the  fafhion  of 
late,  for  princes  to  covet  the  reputation  of 
being  their  own  minifters,  fo  that  it  would 
appear  to  be  of  lefs  importance  who  is 
nominally  fo ;  and  they  feem  likewife  in- 
clined to  employ  new  men,  probably  from 
'  »  natural  dread  and  jealoufy  which  abfolute 

monarchy 
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monarchy  mutt:  always  have  agsdnft  ar^o* 
cratic  power.     But  neither  of  th^fe  fyftems 
can,  I  believe,  anfwer  the  purpofes  intend- 
ed.     Our   Englifh  idqjts  of  the  neceflary 
refpondbility  of  minifters  are  well  found* 
ed,  in  the  nature  of  men  and  of  princee^ 
and  indeed  are  openly  or  tacitly  acknow- 
ledged almofi:  everywhere:   k  has  mani- 
feftly  appeared  here  lately  in  the  cafe  of 
Squilacci ;  and  \l  leems  to  be  tacitly  under- 
ftood  even  at  Gonftantinoj^e.    The  greateft 
minifters  have    always    undertaken    their 
toffice  on  thofe  terms  of  refponitbility,  and 
have  iubmitted  to  them  with  the  beft  and 
the  boldeft  grace.  .  The  people  will  gene* 
rally  confider  minifters  as  anfwerable  for 
public  meafures.     Indeed,  a  certain  degree 
of  refponfibility  and  publicity  are  highly 
necelfalry  in  m^ny  public  meafures,  being 
the  only  checks  that  remain  againft  various 
kinds   of  tyranny^    which,    on  the   odier 
hand,  is  always  ftruggling  to  get  rid  even 
of  thefe,  and  of  ev^ry  other  rcftraint.  That 
of  raifing  and  employing  new  families  in 
preference  to  the  oW  and  powerful,  is  the 
weak  expedient  of  weak  princes,  and  will 

generally 
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generally  create  them  radre  :enemie«  ihm 
friends  Hie  third  powcr^  the  peojde,  or 
democratic  part,  wdl  regulated  and  efta^ 
faHfhed  (which  a  wife  monarch  can  alwaya 
manage  and  ^e6ty  lb  as '  to  balance  an 
aalbitioias  ariftoccacy),  will  always  be  a 
much  better  expedient,  and  anfwer  the 
abtyye  and  iev^ry  odier  porpofe  more  coosh 
pletelyv 

Princes  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  equal 
to  the  tafk  o£  adminiftration ;  npt  that  they 
may  do  the  bufinefs  themfelves^.  but  only 
fee  it  properly  done  by  others.  A  general,  or 
head  of  any  department,  ought  perhaps  to 
be  capable  of  fer^ing  in  any  inferior  ftation 
in  it ;  but  it  is  not  necefiary,  nay  it  is 
highly  improper,  that  he  ihould  do  it.  His 
duty  is,  to  fee  that  every  man  do  his  duty ; 
to  infpe<9:  the  whole,  and  know  that  every 
part  of  the  machine  is  propeirly  placed  and 
employed,  and  the  whole  produces  its  e& 
fed :  this  wouLd  only  be  impeded  by  his 
attempting  Co  fupply,  with  his  own  handp 
the  work  of  any  part.  Great  and  comr 
preheniive  minds  are  knowp  by  their  ar« 

rangements 
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rfttigements  on  the  great  and  general  fcale, 
and    not  by  vrhat    they  themfelves    can 
execute  in   detail.      On  thofe  principles^ 
examine  a  Roman  or  a  Pmifian  arm  j,  an 
£ngli(h    navy,    a   Grecian,     Roman,    or 
Englifh  government,    and   you    will    fee 
their  ftrength  and  fuccefs  generally  depend 
on   each   part    performing  only  its   own 
fhare  of  the  work,  and  on  its  being  pro- 
perly and  fufficiently  employed :  or  if  any 
parts  do  more  than  their  duty,  it  is  by  the 
fucceflSve  afcending   of   the   parts  below, 
and  not  by  the  defceht  of  thofe  above.     In 
great  plans,   that  require  much  time  for 
completion,    we    muft    regret  that    fuc- 
ceflbrs  fo   feldom  carry   on    the   ideas  of 
their  predeceflbrs,   and  that  nature  feems 
to  have  planted  a  kind  of  enmity  between 
them. 

s  Doubtl^fs,  in  the  education  of  princes, 
It  cannot  be  too  much  inculcated,  that 
there  is  no  certain  way  of  creating  or  of 
employing  merit  in  its  proper  place,  with^ 
out  b«ng  thoroughly  and  pra&ically  a 
judge  of  it;  nor  of  avoiding  impofition, 

or 
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f^r 


or  of  direding  the  various  departments, 
without  knowing  the  principles  and  the 
praftice  of  each ;  nor  without  the  great 
fcience  or  knowledge  of  men.  .    * 

We  cannot  avoid  fpeculating  fometimes' 
thus  on  fubjefls  perhaps  above  our  reach. 
We  muft  often  judge  of  bur  fuperiors,  who 
require  the  control  both  of  private  and 
public  opinldn;  as  Well  as  of  others;  and 
we  all  require  foine.  ' 


•      '  -  r  w 
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L  EY  T 

Situation*      Trade.     Prohibitions  and  kjgk 

Duties.    , 

'  I       •         •    •     ;    ' 

I  OBEY  your  commands,  and  gp  oft  to 
obferve  and  refled:,.  Jince  we  cannot 
yet  get  away*  But  you  muft  not  be  fur- 
prifed  if  this  naked  country  fhould  be 
found  rather  barren  of  ufeful  matter,  even 
for  reflexion ;  or  if  thefe  letters  fhould 
favour  ftill  more  of  their  Spaniih  fource, 
and  turn  to  idle  and  indolent  fpeculation. 
Doubtlefs,  there  are  many  (ingularities 
to  be  obferved  of  this  nation :  I  wifli  to 
give  you  only  the  mod  important.  Their 
feparate  fituation  I  condder  as  the  fource 
of  many  of  thofe  (ingularities  ;  of  their 
being  lefs  known,  of  their  knowing  leis  of 
the  world,  and  of  their  being  lefs  influ- 
enced by  its  changes,  than  almoft  any 
other  European  nation*  Hence  manners, 
fociety,  arts,  trades,  police,  are  more  ila- 

tionary, 
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tionary,  and  a$.it  were  left  behind,  and 
become  moye  tjie  objeds  of  curio'fity.    The 
Spaniards  are,  however,    obliged  to  con- 
form at  laft  to  the  fyftem  of  which  they 
are   a    parr,    and   we   perceive    them  to 
l^hilippife,   L  e.  to  Frenchify,   within  the 
memory  cf  man.     They  keep  followii^, 
though  at  a  (IHrftanee,  the  errors  as  well  at 
improvement*  of  others^     They  have  n<5t 
yet  gone  thremgh  half  the  nfMifenfe  they 
are  probably  doom^  to  pafs,  and  witk 
their  flow  dharafter   they    wiB  be  long 
aboiit  it.      By    opening  their  America^ 
trade  with  one  hand^  and  (hutting  it  nf 
wifli  the  other  by  fiionepbliea  and  f^ohi*- 
bitions,  they  are  now  only  imitating  the 
pedlar  and  tyrannic  fyftemis  of  other  na« 
tions.     The  people  and  territory  at  home 
furely  deferw    the  firft  and  always  the 
grtateft  attention,  and  any  colony  or  tradfe 
that  doea  not  tend  io  improve  thefe,  m^ 
be  ft  burden,  and    without    {omt  otho: 
balance  or  fupport  muft  at  length  bring 
down  .any  nation,  as  it  has  done  this.    I 
feat  mod  of  our  modem  colonies  have  this 
tendency^  cbiefiy  o^ng  to  that  grafping 

mono- 


monopolifing    fpirit,    of '  cbhfifaiiigf '    their 
trade^  -Sec.  entirely  taourfelVes. 

Colonial  commerce  has  generally  been 
over* rated  :    that  -  of  this  cpuntry,  which 
the  nation  has  fo  greedily,  e^igrofled,  and 
by  which  they  are  mOfe  than  engrofled,  x,o 
confider  it  only  in  a  pecuniary  vievf,  will 
never  probably  amount  to.qne-tenth  of  the 
▼alue  of  the   briad  only  that  they    eat ; 
and  cannot;  promote  induftry,  as  they  will 
never  fufiiciently  open  their  tf ade,  nor  al- 
low the  .money  to  ^ave  any  of  its  good 
efiedS)  by  cifpulating  freely  ij^  smd  ,out  of 
-the  country*    Were  they:  even,  to  grant  a 
bounty  on  its  ,  export,  it  , might  be  better 
than  attempting  to  board   or   dam  it  up 
•within  their  dominions. '   But  ;^ie  have  all 
beea  fubje£t'  t€)  the  fame  errors/    Is  not 
there  now  fome  hope  of  our  being  cured 
of  themi  .New  events,  new  principles,  and 
experience,  mud'  furely  in  time  open  our 
eyes.     But  I  think  nations  feldoq[i  leam 
political  wifdom  of  each  ot]^er :  folly  feems 
far  more  contagious.     Perhaps  it  muft  be 
fo ;  as  it  is  not  the  wifdom  of  age  and  ex- 
perience 
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pedence  that  lead  the  fafKion,  or  that  can 
always  be  heard  amidft  the  paffions  of  the 
young,  and  ifhe  interefts  of  the  rkk  and 
powerfeL 

Prohibition  often  fuperadds  the  evils  of 
monopoly  to  its  own ;  here  are  many ;  as 
m  cottons,  to  exclude  thofe  of  Man- 
chefter^  againft  which  there  appiears  a  pe- 
culiar enmity  in  this  government,  propor- 
tioned to  the  tafte  of  the  people  in  their 
ravour.  This  prohibition  is  now  meant  to 
favour  a  cpmpany  of  monopolifts  in  Cata* 
lonia^  who  pretend  to  manufadure  enough, 
but  cannot  produce  one-tenth  of  the  na-  ^ 
tional  demand,  and  they  therefore  fmuggle 
and  fd!  at  their  own  price.  It  would  be  , 
endlefs  to  enumerate  the  evils  of  mono- 
polies, prohibitions,  and  exceffive  duties* 
Other  nations  might  fee  here  many  of 
their  ruinous  effeds,  and  learn.  We  may 
fee  verified  in  pradtice,  the  dodrine 
of  our  friend  A.  Smith,  visz.  That 
high  duties,  !•  tempt  to  Imuggle; 
4.  deflroy  men ;  .  3.  leflen  revenue ; 
4.  ftop  or  diminifh  trade;  5.  em- 
ploy  too   many   hands    badly;   6.  fome 

VaL.  IL  Y  of 
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of  whom  opprefs  and  tyrannife,  and  h«/p 
to  deftroy  the  ideas  of  juftice ;    7.  all  of 
which  curtail  the  fupply  of  our  wants^  and 
the  increafe  of  induftry,     Perfedion   does 
not  lie  that  way.     It  would  be  better  to 
havje  no  duties  than  have  them  too  high. 
They  may  be.  confidered,  at  beft,  as  ne- 
ceflary  evils,  as  may  alfo  the  wars,  national 
animofities,     and    connnercial    jealoufies, 
from  which  many  of  them  proceed ;  thofe 
wars  have  fome  good  effects,  though  many 
bad.     It  would  furely  be  better,  on    the 
whole,  if  fociety  could  exift  without  thofe 
evils :  and  if  all  duties  were  abolifhed,  na- 
tions might  then  ^communicate  freely,  fup- 
ply eacli  other's  wants  and  Icnowledge,  and 
the   world   would    improve   much   fafter. 
Thpugh    this     fliould    be    romantic    aqd 
impradticable   with     our    prefcnt    habits, 
debts,  and  expenfive  governments,  it  may 

•  •  • 

fhow  us  which  way  we  fhould  fteer,  and 
the  nearer  we  can  come  to  it  the  better. 
Hence,  to  lefTen  our  duties,  and  raife  our 
revenues  internally,  in  the  way  of  excife, 
as  much  as  pofFible,  like  the  Dutch,  muft 
be  the  next  bed.     Begin  by  opening  your 

ports; 
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ports ;  ftore  all  your  imports  duty  free,  till 
wranted  for  confumption,  or  exportation  j 
and  avoid  the  inconveniencies,  the  great 
cxpence,  and  fau:>t  frais  of  drawbacks, 
oflBcers.  and  other  regulations:  hence  more 
trade  with  lefs  capital.  Iii  this  country, 
they  load  with  duties,  or  prohibit  any  thing 
before  they  can  furnifla  it  themfelves,  and 
the  people  either  fmuggle,  or  learn  to  do 
without  it,  which  prevents  the  growth  of 
natural  wants  and  induftry,  and  maintain? 
the  national  charader  of  indolence  and 
baraganaria. 


, 


I 
I 
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L  E  T  T  E  ?l    XlXL 

Commerce.       Polity.       War.       GiSraUar^ 
Family  C6mpait^     Mediterranean. 

To  Mr.  G . 


COMMERCE  itnd  poKtical  tcddfiomy 
are  now  the  falhtonable  and  fertile 
fubje£ts  of  inquiry  here,  and  everywhere: 
doubtlefs,  they  are  better  underftood  than 
formerly,  and  much  ingenious  fpeculation, 
and  fome  uncontroverted  principles,  have 
been  produced  and  admitted ;  yet  national 
governments  are  neceflarily  tardy  in  adopt- 
ing new  fyflems.  I  think  they  are  all  apt  to 
be  too  cauticgis,  like  this  nation ;  hence  the 
Very  flow  progrefs  of  the  human  fpecies 
in  the  art  of  government,  and  in  all  kinds 
of  knowledge  that  concerns  the  public 
The  Engliflx  fhould  take  the  lead,  and  be 
the  firft  to  introduce  a  greater  freedom 
#f  commercial  intprcourfe  between  nations 

than 
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than  at  prefent.  Owe  fuperior  know- 
ledge in  thefe  fubjeSs  entitles  ua  to  th^ 
plac^  of  leaders.  But  the  wrangliog 
fpirit  of  pppolition,  though  neceflary  in 
our  legiflature,  ia  the  caufe  of  much  delay, 
of  a  lofs  erf",  time  and  opportunities.  We 
ean,  however,  fiiake  wars  and  treaties,  and 
debate  thera  afterwards :  a  fine  field  for 
minifterialwifdom  and  policy.  But  I  fear 
our  minifters  do  not  always  confuk  proper 
people,  and,  like  other  men,  are  too  much 
^Qnfined  to  the  accidental  circle  of  their 
own  acquaintance. 

But  I  intended  to  fay  fomcthing  more 
of  Spanifh  politics^  Spain  ought  certainly 
to  rema,in  n:euter  now,  if  ever ;  flie  can 
never  probably"  get  into  fuch  a  favourable 
fituation  again,  nor  can  ihe  gain  fo  much 
by  the  mpft  fuccefsful  war  as  fhe  might 
now  by  trade.  Ift  the  prefent  ftate  and 
employment  of  nations  and  their  ftiips, 
the  world  will  foon  want  carriers  and  neu- 
,tral  flags,  and  Trade  would  be  glad  of  an 
afylum  on  tjie  extenfive  coafts  of  this  pe- 
ninftila,  if  its  inhabitants,  or  rather  go- 
vernment^ knew  how  to  receive  her.     By 

y  3  her 
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her  mfeafjs,  if  affifted  with  a  little  political 
wirdom,  improvement   might  perhaps    be 
carried   a   little   farther    into   this   naked 
pountry.     Its   coaft  b^ing  the  plealanteft 
and  moft  cultivated  patt,   Uke  a^Iace  fet 
round  an  old  thre^dbar^  coat,  qiight  thus 
be  made  to  extend  its  little  improvenieats 
in   the  mpft   natural,  way,   de  procbe   en 
proche\  which  might  l^ad  them  to  difcover 
and  remove  fome  of  the  numerous  idipedi-^ 
ments  to  the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  the 
xpoft  natural  fource  of  arts  and  profperity. 
At    prefent,    it    is    feldora   attempted  or 
thought   of  here,  except  fometimes  by  a 
nobleman,    who,    being   banifhed  from   a 
dirty   capital  to  a   pleafant   country,   fets 
about  improving  his  eftate,  pourfe  defen^ 
nuyer.     Or  fometimes  a  rich  Creol  finds  a 
little  land  to  purchaf^,  and  by  cultivating 
it,  fpreads  plenty  and  indyftry  around  him^ 
and   fhews   his   country  the  true  founda- 
tion of  national  profperity.     But  ^11  is  in- 
fiifficient  to  open  their  eyes:    they  go  on 
trying   to   build  their   fabric   on   colonial 
pommerce,  which  might  conftitute  a  part, 
though  not  a  neceffary  part,  of  the  future 

ftrudure, 
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ftrufture,  but  can  never  lerve  as  a  good 

fouhdatron. 

•  •  •    .       ■  » 

Againft  the  probability  of  Spanilh  hoftir 

lity  you  reafpn .  rightly,  and  your  conclu- 
fion  would  be  juft  if  your  ,premife8  were 
true :  I  will  go  farther,  and  from  a  nearer 
view    of   the     ftate    of     their    country, 
allow    that     every     confideration    ought 
to   deter   them    from   entering  now  into 
a    war,    probably  full  of   many   pernici- 
ous    confequcnces     to     them,  %by   which 
they  will  give   up  many  obvious  advan* 
tages,  and  again  flop  every  fource  and  hope 
of   improvement  J    without    any    material 
obje<9:   in  view,  except   the   poor  chance 
of  taking  Gibraltar,  by  the  tedious  and  ex^ 
penfive  operations  of  a  blockade.     As  to 
Gibraltar,  it  can   be  of  very  little  fervice 
to  them   now,  whatever  it  may   be  fifty 
years  hence,  in  cafe  of  the  improvement 
of  their   country,    population,    and  com- 
merce; the  probability  of  which,  however, 
you   know  I   doubt.      ITiey  might   now 
draw  more  advantages  from  that  garrifoh 
thaa  if  it  was  in  their  own  pofleflion  :♦  they 
want  tQ  bring  colonies  pf  inhabitants  into 

Y  4   .  Spain, 
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Spain,  and  here  is  already  a  lich  one 
out  any  expence:  much  of  the  money  of 
that  |)lace   might  be  turned  into   Spain, 
through  the  proper   induftrious  channels, 
which  would  help  to  improve  the  country 
to  a  great   didance ;    this    it   has  indeed 
already  done  to  a  confiderable  degree,  in 
ipite   of  their  fuUen,  inveterate,   and  im- 
provident   meafures.      By   fupplying  the 
garrifon   they  would   increafe  their    own 
markets,  and  have  the  place  more  in  their 
power.     All  their  expence  might  be  a  little 
lofs  of  revenue  by  fmuggling,  which  how- 
ever might  be  kept  under,  though  ixever 
entirely  fupprefled,  by  themfelves ;  or  we 
could  ftop  it  when  we  pleafed,  whenever 
their  court   ihould   behave,  with  comimon 
politenefs  and  good  policy. 

But  it  is  in  vain  to  expefb  fuch  meafures, 
or  half  fo  much  wifdom,  from  fuch  a  go- 
vernment: you  fhould  recoiled,  tJiatthcy 
60  not  reafon  ^  vfre  do,  and  that  few  king- 
doms  are  goverjied  by  the  princi^es  of 
their  own  intereft,  nor  even. by  thofe  df 
common  fenfe:  that  happens  only  fome* 
times  where  the  voice  of  an  enlightened 

natloa 


y 
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nation  can  and   will  l?e  l^ard,  throygli 
their  reprefcntativesi,  in  a  weU-»oprirfUtiH§4 
legiflature.     The  paffions,   mann^ra,  pro^ 
"judices,   of  a  court,  of  a  confcflb^,  or  a 
miftrefst    often    determine   the   moft  im- 
poitant  political  meafures*      I  hope  yoa 
likewife  perceive,  wh^t  is  ol^yiotta  to  ail 
the  wotld  befide,   that  the  BcEurfaon  ith» 
tercft  and    influence    will    always    ulti-* 
inately    prevail    here,    whatever    tedious 
and    pretended     deliberations^    or  .  othef 
maiks,  may  be  employed.     You  are  alfo  to 
take  into  account  the  honeft  and.obftinate 
adherence  of  his  prefent  Catholic  Majeftjr 
to  ail  his  treaties,  principles,  and  engagef 
ments;  and  the  inveteracy  of  this  court 
againft   England,  now  even  greater  than 
that  of  France.     From  thefe  pwremifes  you 
may  draw  jufter  cbnclufions  concerning 
their  future  meafures.     In  ihort,  this  king* 
dom  muft  probably  long  be  as  efie<^ually 
governed    by    France    as    one    of    hep 
own  provinces.      The    D*    de    Cbolfeul 
only  concluded,  by  the  family  compaft^ 
what  the  courfe  of  events,  like  a  ieconci 
nat»re,  had.  long  been  preparing.     Thq 

fanulj 
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family    intereft,    the    local   fituation^    all 
cement    the    connedioru      When    Spain 
was  reduced  to  a  third  of  the  population  of 
france,  and  her  force  and  induftry  to  a  ftiH 
lefs  proportion,    it  became  a.patural  and 
eafy  matter  for  the  fuperior  to  rule.     Nor 
18  there  how.  any  probability  of  fuch  caufes 
or  events  as  formerly  produced  an  Alberoni 
ct  a  Riperda ;   nor  could  fuch  men  find 
means  to  counteract  the  prefent  courfe  of 
afiairs.     Spain  muft  be  governed  by  France 
till  brought  nearer  to  an  equality  with  that 
kingdom.     Our  firft  great  objeft  would  be 
to  raife  her  to  that  equality :  if  fhe  refills, 
or  cannot  be  raifed,  our  next  beft  is  to 
confider  her  as  our  natural  enemy.     Moft 
of  thefe  fliould  be  fet  down  as  fixed  princi- 
ples, fome  of  which  we  may  endeavour  to 
temper  and  mitigate  j '  others  can  only  be 
overcome  by  force.     Even  the  termination 
of  the  prefent  reign  cannot  change  the  nature 
of  things.     France  has  not   watched  and 
direCled  the  affairs  of  this  kingdom  during 
near  a  century,  and  brought  them  to  their 
prefent  dependent  Hate,  to  let  the  event  de- 
pend on  the  life  or  opinions,  of  any  one, 

•  or 
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""  or  of  .a  few  perfons,  or  any  little  intrigue 
of  ,an  old  worn-rout  party.  All  the  old. 
ftock  of  fecret  enmity  againft  the  Bourboa 
power  is  now  cruflied  or  worn  out* 
Government,  in  e,xtirpating  the  roojts  of 
thee  late  party  againft  Squillacci^  took  oc-, 
caCon  to  cut  up.thof^  of- the  old  opppfxtion. 
But  we  may  fency  we  fee.  foriping,  at  a 
diftan^e,  a  more  refpeftable  party  than  any 
c^  thefe,  a  parjty  built  upon  reafon,  fcience^ 
on  the  natural  love  of  liberty  and  their 

old  conftitution.     The  fame  fentiments  and 

•  ,.«■.  *  •      .  ■ 

events,  may  perhaps  revive  in  Europe  with* 
fcience  and  civilization,,  as  formerly  in 
Greece,  vi^  thofe  of  political  liberty,  at- 
teiided  with  the  limitation  or  baniihment 
of  all  their  tyrants ;  and  we  fhould  hope 
now  with  lefs  rilk  of  running  into  the  op- 
pofite  extremes  of  republicanifm.  Limit- 
ing their  princes  would  be  better  than  * 
bauifliing  them. 

I 

Some  have  imagined,  that  as  our  pof- 
feiling   Gibraltar    has    hurt   the  pride  of 
Spain,    this    is    the  ,caufe   and   the  only  ' 
fubje£t  of  difference,  and  that  its  ce^oa 
wouid    reftore   our    friendfhip,    and  buy' 

opam 

* 
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Spaia,  off  from  the  family  oompa^:  no* 
thing  .like  it ;  nen  croyev^  rien :  the  rdHtu- 
tioa  of  fifty  Gibraharg  cotlld   not   now 
change  the  effentials  of  their  fituation^  aor 
make  them  your  iriends,  if  France  does  not 
chufe  it.     It  is  one  of  the  effedis^  but  not 
the  caufe  of  our  difference :  and  they  muil 
know  little  of  the  world  who  fuppofe  thsA 
we  fhould  have  more  influence  over  Spaia 
without  Gibraltar  in  hand  than  with.it, 
BefideS)  I  believe,  we  are  fecouded  by  moft 
nations  in  this  meafure :  many  of  them  wifh 
Gibraltar  to  be  in  our  hands,  rather  thaq' 
in  thofe  of  Spain,  who^  they  well  know, 
would  tyrannize  and  dcflroy,  but  never  en- 
courage a  free  trade  through  thefe  ftraits, 
whenever  Spain  poflTeiTes  Gibraltar.  You  re- 
member how  Monf.  le  D.  de  C.  in  1 766  and ' 
1767,  prematurely  blabbed  the  fecret,  Kke 
a  little  trifling  Frenchman,  if  it  had  not 
been   already  known,   repeatedly    calling* 
thofe  fbraits  his  mqfier\  JmXj  in  his  coite- 
Ipondente  with  the  governor  df  .Gibraltar^ 
And  now  that  the  alarm  and  jealoufy  of 
our  power  mufl:  gradually  fubfide,  even  in 
fpite  of  French  artifice  to  keqp  it  up,  w?c 
7  bcconw 
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become  fUll  more  fit  to  be  poflefibrs  of  that 

port  and^garrifon  for  the  convenience  of 

the  world  in  genetaL  Many  of  the  Spaniards 

themfelves  are  pleafed  at  our  poiTefling  it, 

on  acount  of  the  trade  and  the  hopes  it  af» 

fords  to  a  great  diftance.  As  to  the  import-* 

ance  of  that  place^  it  will  not  probably  be 

iveU  known  till  after  it  is  lofl,  or  given  up 

in  fome  foolifh  negodation.   That  import* 

axu:e  will  be  difficult  to  eilixnate  in  £ng« 

laiKl)  asid  may  produce  ibmie  knotty  quef- 

xUmb    whenever  difcuilbd.      In  order  to 

J4idge^  we  muft  know  thoTe  countries  well 

that  fiUTOund  the  Mediterranean,    If  yo« 

4o  not  know  them  yourielf^  Men  diligently 

to  tho£b  who  do  kaow  them^  and  the  trade 

they  may  produce*     It  %^  Gibraltar  that 

now  t^ves  you  mod  of  yoiu:  fuperior  con-^ 

le(]^ei!ice  and  iniuence  in  thofe  coiuxtries : 

wkbo^t  tbat  place,    your  Mediterranean 

pii£Ssa»   and    iMbaiidme  importance    there^ 

w^ouikd  foon  fink  to  a  kiv^l  with  thoie  of 

any  bther  diftaat  aatioa:   2;iour  nationsd 

fmdc,  as  well  as  inteKft,  muft  not  admit 

of  being  yet  reduced  >aear  tia  that  level. 

Befldes,  that  place  ^muftibe  kept  for  reafane^ 

of 
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of  ftate,  and  of  national  honour  and  glory, 
vrhich  minifters  well  know  canndt  be  efti- 
mated  in  pounds,  (hillings,  and  pence. 

From  the  times  of  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome,  and  perhaps  long  before,  we  know 
the  Mediterranean  has  been  a  moft  import- 
ant commercial  fea  ;  nature  has  made  it  of 
the  firft  confequence  on  this  globe :  lixty  or 
a  hundred  millions  of  people  that  furround 
and  communicate  with  it,  render  its  com- 
merce  and  navigation  of  the  greateft  confe- 
quence to  a  maritime  or  commercial  nation, 
and  efpecially  to  us,  fituated  as  we  are. 
Now  that  our  capitals  may  foon  be  more 
at  liberty,  and  not  fo  much  engroffed  by 
colony  commerce,  which  is  never  equally 
beneficial  with  that  of  competition,  let  us 
hope  that  fome  capital  may  be  fpared  to  the 
reviving  of  trade  near  home,  where  it  is  of 
moft  importance,  arid  particularly  in  thofe 
feas  where  all  the  furrounding  nations  re- 
joice to  fee  the  Englifli  flag,  and  are  fenfi- 
ble  of  their  danger  of  being  tyrannifed  over, 
in  their  trade  and  communication,  by  the 
Bourbon  powers,  if  we  were  once  exclud- 
ed.    The  Turks,  Italians,  alt  rejoice  to  fee 

ybu. 
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you.  Your  Turkey  company,  bccaufe  they 
do  little,  mud  do  more  harm  than  good: 
abolifh    all    fuch   commercial   barbarifms* 
This  is  not  a  trade  that  requires  a  company. 
I  believe  there  are  very  few  branches  of 
commerce  that  require  any  fuch  monopolif- 
ing   and   pernicious   combinations,  except, 
thofe  that  deal  with  wild  and  fa vage' coun- 
tries, where  the  neceflary  flock  and  expen- 
live  eftablifhments  fall  entir^y  upon  one  of 
the  parties,  on  the  civilized,  and  may  fall 
fo  heavy  as  to  require  a  jpint  ftock'  com-  , 
pany.  '         ^ 
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LETTER    XXXII. 

Spanijh  Charity  and  Poor.    Spirit  of  Power ^ 
of  Control^  and  of  Government. 

SINCE  we   cannot  yet  leave  Spain,  I 
ftiall  go  on  with  a  few  more  obferva- 
lions  and  refle£tions.     The  great  number 
of  poor,    and  of  charitable  prelates   and 
convents,  which  are   generally  found  to- 
gether, being  among  the  ftriking  features 
of  this  ftate  of  fociety,  as   formerly  with 
VS,  we  have  opportunities,  of  feeing  all  the 
good  and  evil  of  thefe  old  inflitutions.  ^  I 
do   not  think  their   charity  deferves  the 
name  of  virtue,  either  from  its  motives  or 
ejBTefts;  the  love  of  God,  or  fear  of  the  devil, 
and  not  the  benefit  of  the  people,  or  of 
the  public,  being  their  motive  and  objedl  j 
and  in  the  way  it  is  managed,  becomes  cer- 
tainly a  political  evil,  and  one  of  the  worft 
parts   of  their  very    bad   police.      Their 
clergy  are  the  moft  improper  to  have  charge 

•f 
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bf  the  poor:  they  cannot  employ  them} 
they  only  maintain  them  in  idltoefs,  and 
promote  the  trade  of  beggings  which  is 
become  almoft  creditable  in  Spain  and  Por-^ 
tqgal,  and  often  'Very  infolent«     The  re* 
medy  is  doubtlefs ,  difficulty   like  that  of 
every  eftabliflied  .  abufe  :  if  thofe    chari** 
ties  were  to  ceafe,  numbers  would  be  dif* 
tTeOed  ;  half  their  poor  would  ftarve:  if  in 
feme  other  country,  the  other  half  might 
find  means   to  work  and  live,  but  it   is 
doubtful  if  they  could  here  do  either :  their 
ihcreafe  is  an  evil  fo  glaring  and  diftreffing 
as  to  call  loudly  for  redrefs  even  in  this 
nation,  where  all  redrels  is  fo  often  reduced 
to  patience.     The  ftate  is  repeatedly  look- 
ed up  to  for  relief,   but  in  vain  j  though 
the  ftate  is  not  fo  wifely  conftituted  as  to 
care,  or  be  much  interefted  in  fuch  mat- 
ters, not  in  the  event  of  their  owri  or  of 
any  other  meafures,  yet  it  is  too  jealous  of 
power  to  give  up  the  bufinefs  to  provincial 
or  other   management  fitter  for  the  tafk, 
as  often  proposed :  they  always  pretend  to 
be  preparing  fome    effedlual  regulations* 

Such,  is  the  nature  of  thefe  govermnents ; 
Vql.il  Z^  half 


-» 
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half  the  nation  might  beg  or  ftarre  before 
they  would  relmqnifb.  the  fmalttft  article  of 
appjurent  power,  Theii?  bojpicios^  and 
fcfaools  of  induftry,  are  already  on  the  de- 
cltne  before  Jdiey. are  well  begum  Grovern- 
ihent  cannot  execute  the:  detail  of  fuch 
buftnefs:  it  can  only  at  bcfl;  prevent  evil, 
but  can  feldom  do  poiitive  good :  it  may 
punifl^  but  can  feldom  reward,  wiih  juftice 
orefieft. 

We  have  more  inftances  here  of  that 
jealous  fpirit  of  power,  of  its  increafing 
as  the  caufes  for  it  diminifh,,  and  gra- 
dually,  as  it  overcomes  all  oppofition,  of  its 
becoming  more  timid  and  cautious.  We 
fee  it  in  the  detention  of  the  nobility  at 
court  without  rieceffity,  and*  evidently 
agalnft  the  intereft  of  the  country ;  in  the 
divifion  of  offices  and  clafles  of  people,  in 
fomenting  a  certain  deleterious  fpirit  of 
jealous  diftindlion,  in  the  true  tyrannic  or 
Moorifh  ftyle  j  in  the  affumption  of  the 
municipal  government,  and  management 
of  every  fund  in  every  townfhip,  by  which 
their  towns  *  are  become  nafty  ruinous 
places,  without  police,  or  dny  poffibility  of 
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It*'  Thdfs  meiOsttesj .  together  with  thd  , 
example  of  mofl:  men  in  public  exiipioy^ 
are  more  than  fufficient  to  banifh  all  public 
fpiiit  aiid  motives  of  tinion^  while  thofe  oi 
difcord  reign  with  efle€fc-  The  cbixrch^ 
the  military  and  natal  departments,  thofe 
of  finance  and  law,  .ftrangferd ^  towns  ,  and 
diAridts,  trades  and  ptofeifions,  Have  each 
their  diftind  claf^  and  fyftem  of  laws  andf 
tegtiktions,  their  different  judges,  courti^ 
and  methods  of  proceeding  and  appeals 
*rhefe  bodies  thence  become  inveterate  ene- 
mies and  watchful  fpies  on  each  other^ 
and  exhibit  fociety  as  if  its  component  parts 
Were  intended  to  injure  and  impede  inftead 
of  affifting  one  another :  the  profefled  in-^ 
tention/of  of'der  arid  regularity  is  conftantly 
defeated,,  and  the  more  probable  one  of 
difunlon  and  contention  promoted^ 

> 

It  might  be  amufing  to  trace  how  this 
feeble  and  timid  policy  has  grown  up 
among  our  modern  governments.  In  the  ' 
refearch  we  fhould  probably  be  carried  as 
high  as  the  diffolution  or  decline  of  the 
Roman  empire*     From  the  time  that  Con- 

Z  a  ftantin? 
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ftantine  chofe  to  regulate  away  all  the  re-^ 
mains  of  the  ancient  (implicity  of  Roman 
police^  which  favoured  the  union  of  differ- 
ent/talents  in  the  fame  perfon,  and  united 
the  different  parts  of  fociety  to  the  whole 
and  to  one  another;  and  when  Theodoiius 
completed  the  fyftem,  and  introduced  the 
inquiGtorial  fpirit  of  orthodoxy  and  perfe- 
cution ;  the  motives  and  principles  of  en- 
mity were  then  increafed,  and  whole  claiTes 
of  people  became  incorporated  bodies  of 
jealous  enemies,  infpired  with  fecret  mutual 
animofity. 

If  a  being  whofe  reafon  could  always 
dircGt  his  paflions  and  govern  his  a£tions, 
were  to  come  among  men  to  fet  them  right, 
of  all  the  human  paflions  he  would  be  moO: 
aftonifhed  and  baffled  with  that  of  the  uni- 
^  verfal  love  of  power,  ever  blindly  bent,  in 
fpite  of  'all  experience,  on  devouring  all 
within  it$  reach,  and  at  laft  even  itfelf,  to- 
gether with  thofe  it  might  mean  to  fave : 
though  often  affumed  at  firft  with  the  moft 
benevolent  intentions  towards  mankind,  its 
very  Idndnefs  only  tends*  at  iaft  to  fqueezc 

them 
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Chem  to  death.  Societies,  or  bodies  of 
men,  are  equally  fubfed  to  this  paflion. 
We  all  require  fome  control,  and  he  that 
pretends  to  require  none,  is  certainly  not 
the  moft  to  be  trufted. 

To  bridle  or   regulate  this   paflion  has 

always  been  one  of  the  chief  objeiJls  of 

civil  government,    and   the  moil  difficult 

talk    with    the     wifeft    lawgivers.     Our 

own  limited  monarchy,  profeffing  to  ^dopt 

a   complete  fyftem  of   mutual   checks  to 

control  every  abufe  of  power  and  art  of 

inipofition,  has  appeared  fometimes  to  bid 

the  faireft  for  fuccefs.    We  might  approach 

ftill  nearer  to  perf|pd:ion,  if  we  could  com^- 

plete  our  profefled  fyftem,  and  form  a  le- 

giflatur^  that  fhould  entirely  include  and 

balance  the  different  interefts  of  every  clafs, 

and  pcrfe£t  the  component  parts  alreidy  fo 

wifdy  feparated  and  difpofed  into  legifla- 

tive,  executive,  and  judicial  powers;  if  we 

could  arrange  and  limplify  as  we  go  on; 

fyftematize  and  abbreviate  our  huge  and 

increafmg  code,  inftead  of  annually  heaping 

fuch  multitudes  of  needlefs  and  contradic- 
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tpry  laws  on  each  other.     You  fee  ia  oi» 
own  hiftory,  how  often  all  the  complicate 
iyftems  of  precaution  againfl:  this  pafBoa 
for  power  have  been  d^eated  and   ^^orn 
out.     From  fuch  repeated  experience  we 
might  expeft  to  be  politically  wifer  than 
we  appear  to  be.     Our  laft  revolutioa  is, 
of  coutfe,  the  moft  interefting  to  us,  but 
all  its  tendency  and  efl^<9»  feem  not  yet  to 
be  well  underftood  and  invelligated.     As 
it  was  rather  hurried  and  incomplete,  we 
might  hope  to  fee  it  gradually  improved, 
and  that  we  fhould  not  be  fo  overcautious 
in  admitting   of  real    improvements.      I 
know  many  of  you  think  human  nature 
and  human  government   are  not  capable 
of  much  higher  perfection.     To  limit  hu- 
man hopes  and  ideas  of  perfection,  would 
not  produce  ftability,  but  a  retrogradation. 
We  were  born  for  aflion,  and  mijft  ever  • 
be  going    either    backward    or  forward. 
Better  always  be  aiming  at  perfection,  at 
the  rifk  of  going  wrong  fometimes,  than 
ftand  ftill.    A  ftate  of  perpetual  tranquillity 
was  hot  made  for  man,  and  may  be  as 
dangerous   as,  the  contrary  extreme,  and 

1 1  niore 
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j»CFe    hurtful  to    the  human    charader. 
Every  fyftem  of  civil  government,  formed 
for  the  purpofes  of  ^  equal  juftice  and  foffi'^ 
ciejit  liberty,  muft  be  more   complicated 
and  troublefome  than  fimple  defpotifm ;  and 
the  confta-nt  trouble  and  attention  it  re** 
qwes,   nm&  be  part  of  the  price  to  be 
paid  for  it :  and  might  not  fome  of  the 
trouble  be  beftovr^  on  fimplifying  and 
abiridglpg  the^  laws?  It  were  to  be  wiihe4 
you  had  j»ore  gentlemen  lawyers  in  your, 
Houfe^  tp  h?lp  to  keep  thofe  of  the  profef^ 
iion  to  order,  and  attentive  to  the  moft  ne^ 
ceflaiy  pbje^ts  of  JegiHation,  though  their 
bu{in^&,r  ,and    their  numbers,    might  be 
thereby  diminifhed. 

I  can  grant  you,  that  we  may  fometimes 
be  at  a  lofs  to  determine  between  the  ad- 
vantages  of  leaving  mankind  free  tq  find 
their  own  political  happinefs  with  the  rifk 
of  going  wrong,  and  that  of  forcing  them 
to  their  own  ,good#  In  the  one  way,  we 
fee  them  become. languid,  weak,  and  in- 
dolent, in  proportion  as  they  are  guided 
by  force^  though  for  their  own  benefit: 

Z  4  and 
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and  in  the  other,  though  all  their  powers 
increafe  hy  exercife,  various  impediments 
to  the  ufe  of  thefe  powers  fecm  to  iacreafe 
with  them.     The  one  mode  as  it  were  de- 
prives us  of  our  natural  ftrength,  and  the 
other  impedes  the  ufe  of  it  when  acquired* 
The  ill-united  P^rovinces  began  to  form  a 
government,  at  the  time  they  revolted  from 
Spain,  and  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get 
half  through  the  bufmefs.     The  American 
colonies  may   be    at  leaft  as  long  in  ac- 
complifhing  the  fame,  unlefs  they  iubmit 
a  little,  and  with  more  temper^  to  be  affift- 
ed  in  it,  by  us  their  old  friends;     How 
many  improvements  are  yet  wanting  in 
our  own  government,  becaiife  impeded  by 
the  tormenting,  though  neceflary  vigilance 
of  parties,  mifchievQufly  watching  and  op- 
pofing  each  other  ?  But  as  in  religion,  it 
may  be  faid,  that  thofe  evils  proceed  from 
the  abufe   of.  liberty,    and  not  from  the 
right  ufe  of  it ;  and  to^y  not  be  adherent 
to  liberty  itfelf,  but  to  the  want  of  fome 
arrangement    neceflary    to    complete  the 
fyftem  ;   if  the  good  and  evil  of  thefe  two 
oodes  of  government  fhould  appear  nearly 

equal, 
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equs^^  the  adlivity  and  exertion  required, 
and  hence  acquired  in  that  of  the  moft 
freedom,  would  turn  the  fcale  in  its  favour* 
But  though    men    are    eafier    led    than 
driven,  moft  of  them  may  require  a  little 
of  both ;    and  as  nothing  is  perfedl,  we 
.xnuft  be  contented  with  as  great  a  portion 
of  the  good  as  we  can.     To  govern  man- 
kind, there  muft  be  a  fuificiency  of  power 
placed  fomewhere,  eveft  at  the  riik  of  its 
pofTeffors  turning  fome  of  it  to  their  own 
advantage,  and  paying  themfelves  for  their 
trouble;  and  perhaps  we  can  only  check 
and  curtail,  but  cannot  entirely  obviate  all 
fuch  abufes,  by  the  proper  choice  and  con- 
trol of  thofe  in  power ;  though,  for  that 
purpofe,  it  is  perhaps  better  that  we,  the 
governed,  retain  the  control  than  the  choice 
of  thofe  executive  men.     This  fpeculative 
kind  of  politics  feems  produdive  of  end- 
lefs   firings    of  reflections.      Indebted  to 
yours  for  their  production,  I  more  freely 
venture  to  tranfmit  them,  as  they  belong 
to  fubjeds  of  your  prefent  and  future  en- 
quiry, .  as  a  traveller  and  a  fenator,  and 
they  may  furnifh  matter  and  motives  to 

think, 
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tbifiky  as  efiedually  b$  more  regular  and  ela- 
borate difquifitions :  they  at  lead  ferve 
to  amufe,  pendant  qjue  le  m<mde  ira  Jmi 
train.  But  as  I  cannot  give  you  all  the 
refledions  that  occur^  the  chok:e  is  fUU  dif*' 
£cuk. . 

I  am  glad  to  find  we  fo  nearly  agree  in 
t>ur  ideas  of  education  as  well  as  politics. 
There  remains  yet  nuoch  to  be  dooe  by 
abridging  and  fhoftening  die  ivay  to  know- 
ledge, by  which  the  iame  e£&)rrs  would 
certainly  carry  us  much  quicksr  and  £utkr 
on  our  journey  thither.     On  this  priocq)te 
It  is  that  algebra  has  fo  greatly  accelerated 
the  progrefs  of  the  mathematical  iciences, 
by  bringing  many  obje<3:s  and  ideas  into 
one  view,  and  thence  facilkafting  the  coio- 
parifon,  the   reafonings,   and  conclufions, 
'Though  we  cannot  put  the  Iliad  into  a  nut 
ihell,  yet  in  many  fubjedls,  by  retaining 
only  the    eflentials,    and    bringing  thofe 
nearer  together,  the  confequent  redu^Sion 
of  the  immenfe  number  of  volumes  and 
objeds  of  refearch  that  now  opprefs  tk 
inquifitive  mind  with  defpair,  would  be  of 

vaft  fervice  to  the  world*    - 

laiD, 
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I  am,  perhapS)  more  fatisfied  tbaa  plea£» 
cd  to  find,  that  you  become   fmifiible  of 
the  difficulties    of  reforming    the  wcarld, 
^vhich  is  a  fymptom  of  a  mind  improving 
into  manhood:  for  moft  young  men  are 
ivarm  and  zealous  for  total  reformation^ 
and  are  apt  to  go  too  faft  and   too  far; 
vrhile  the  aged  are  too  cautious,  and  aware 
of  the  danger   of  every  innovation ;    fo 
that  youth  and  age  &ould  be  clafled  in  a 
way  to  affift  and  corr^ft  each  other  j  the 
one  for  counfel,  and  the  other  for  adion ; 
and   in  the   choice  of  men   for  different 
piirpofes,  their  years,  as  well  as  charader^ 
muft  be   confidered.      How  to  alter  and 
improve,  by  any  human  wifdom,  the  cha- 
racter of  a  whole  pegple  or  nation,  is.  yet 
a  fecret,  as  you.  obferve ;  and  can  only  be 
don^  by  time  and  events,  which  gradually 
change  the  temper  of  the  mind,  almoft  in* 
dependent  of  human  endeavours.    Suddea 
changes  are  feldom  defirable.     It  is  grada- 
tion that  makes  them  both  pleafant  and 
poffible.     Perhaps  improvements  are  more 
ufeful  and  acceptable,  for  pafling  through  a 
certain   progreffion    of  fteps     and  errors, 

analogous 
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analogous  to  the  common  march   of  ilie 
human  mind. 

Hardly  any  of  our  adual  conftitutions 
cf  government   can   be    afcribed    to    hu- 
man plan  or  intention :  accidental  circum- 
Hances,  habits,  and  opinions,  change  and 
eftabliih  all  thefe  things  for  us  with  a  flow 
and  irilperceptible  pace*     It  is  no  wonder 
that  we  fhould  fo  fSldom  forefee  enough  to 
eftablifli  fuccefsful  fyftems  jfor  futurity,  for 
all  our  fagacity  is  often  infuffident  to  de- 
cide concerning  the  caufes  of  fuch  events 
and  changes  as  pafs  under  our  eye.     The 
wifeft  men  have  often  the  majority  againil 
them,  till  it  is  too  late  to  attend  to  their 
advice*     Yet  with  all  our  moral  vis  inertia^ 
Qt  tendency  to  political  ftability,  the  revo- 
lutions  in  opinions  and  manners  among 
us  Europeans,  arc  fo  quick  and  progreffive, 
that  our  hafty  and  half-formed  laws  and 
.  conftitutions  are  prefently  left  behind  and 
out  of  date,  or  mull  conform  to  thofe  man- 
ners and  opinions  they  were  eftablilhed  to 
direft,  and  mufl:  follow  at  a  diftance,  inftead 
of  taking  the  lead  in  regulating  bur  adions. 
Let  us  not  however  defpair  by  the  way, 

and 
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and  give  up  the  purfuit  of  knowledge  and 

rational  fpeculation^  becaufe  at  prefent  dif- 

regarded,  or  found  infufficient  for  all  the 

purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended  or 

acquired.     Some  ufes  wilt  alwa^ys  be  found 

for  them  ia  the  word  of  times,  and  human 

fagacity,  fcience,  and  virtue,  will  ever  be 

refpedted,   and  will  bring,  felf-fatisfadion^ 

though  otherwife  reduced  to  be  their  owa 

reward.     Nor  let  us  exped  too  much  front 

human. nature  or  fociety:  as  it  advances 

one  way,  it  muft  lofe  ground  another:  as 

men  improve  in  knowledge  and  refinement^ 

patriotifm  and  public  virtue  muft  diminifha 

as  arts  and  wants  increafe,  time  and  labour 

become  of  greater  value,  till  at  length  there 

is  little  or  none  to  fpare  for  the  public j 

which  therefore  cannot  then  be  ferved  on 

difinterefted  principles,  as  none  can  afford 

to  work   for  nothing :    every  thing  muft 

then  be  bartered  or  fold ;  our  time,  labour, 

our  vote  or  intereft,  muft  be  made  to  turn 

to  account.     Perhaps  we  cannot,  procure 

arts,  commerce,  and  improvement,  on  any 

ether  terms. 
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Of  Changes.     Towns.    Police.    QfPrinceu 

To  Mr.  d 

IN  thi^  Cdhiitry  we  hstve  the  adi^antage 
of  a  kind  of  living  hiftory,  and  may 
fee  the  true  fpirit  and  tendency  of  the  old 
fiiiropeah  fyftems  of  policy  and  teltgion, 
from  which  but  fcfW  nations  kre  yet  fuffici- 
ijintly  liberated,  •  though  fonie  good  begin- 
nings have  been  made.  You  know  how 
feldom  tofledive  bodies  of  men-  can  be 
brought  to  ad  on  rational '  principles,  and 
<hat  they  are  generally  governed  by  pre-* 
vious  habit  and  cuftom  j  fo  that  it  is  dif-* 
ficult  to  conceive  bow  certain  reforms  have 
been  brought  about.  Thofe  legillators  whd 
have  appeared  to  fucceed  the  beft  in  chang* 
ing  or  improving  the  manners  and  princi- 
ples of  their  nations,  may  have  been  more 
indebted  to  fortune  than  forefight  for  their 

fuccefs) 
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fuccrifs,  and  may  hkvc  been  led  infteaa  of 
being  leaders  in  the  ctowd  that  was  already 
running  towards  reformation.  ;  The  lower* 
the  ftate  of '  fbciety,  or  condition  of  men,- 
the  inore  impradicable  it  becomes  to  raife 
or  better  that  condition,  arid  it  can  only  be 
done  by  partial  and  gradual  means.    Here,* 
government  is  ever  attempting  magnificent 
and'  impraflicable  improvements,   inftead; 
of  followimg  and  aflifting  the  feafible  ef- 
forts of  tbe  people.     If  they  were  only  to 
dndeavpiir  gradually  to  bring  the  tenures  of 
this  province  (Galicia) /oj-j^roj",  info  general 
ufe  throiighout  Spain,  it  might  do  much  to-' 
wards  peopling  and  improving  the.  country. 

This  nation  has  foirmerly  been  as  much 
torffl^iited  with  internal  and  civil  wars  as 
any  other.  The  people  were  then  obliged 
to  r^fdrt  to  certain  fituations,  and  live  to^ 
gether  in  towns,  and  are  ftill  retained  there 
by  habit  and  indolence,  or  want  of  fuffici-- 
ent  inducement  to  change  ;  fo  that  there  is 
too  large  a  proportion  of  the  few  people 
now  in  this  peninfula,  contained  in  a  fmalf 
iiumber  of  cities,  which  are  feparated  by 

r  p 
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fcxtcnfive  deferts,  with  a  very  fcanty  pro* 
portioQ  of  villages :    and   moft  of   thoie^ 
except  Cadiz  and  Barcelona^  are  noiv  in  a 
poor  and  ruinous  ftate,  and  muft  probablj 
decline  ftill  lower.    To  reftore  them  would 
require  more  than  the  country  can  yet  for 
a  long  time  afford ;  fuch  as  better  artifts, 
commerce,  funds,  freedom,  and  a  different 
race  of  people,  who  fliould  know  how  to 
live  in  them.     We  are  aftonifhed  to  fee 
thofe  who  have  habitations  in  the  country 
forfaking  them  to  live  in  thefe  dirty  towns: 
we  believe  it  is  generally  owing  to  the  tafte 
and  influence  of  the  women  in  each  fa- 
mily.    I  know  only  of  one  gentleman  in 
this  province,  who  has  tafte  and  refolution 
to  live  almoft  entirely  on  his  eftate  in  the 
country ;  but  he  fuffers  his  wife  to  live  in 
town.     To  improve   a   nation,  we  ought 
perhaps  to  begin   with  the  women :  they 
could  always  lead  us  the  right  way,  and 
we  know  they  can  be  taught  to  chufe  it. 
Though  they  generally  love  a  town  life, 
ts  una  boracbera :  by  fmall  indulgence  at 
firft,   we    come  at    laft    to    drunkeiinefs : 
yet    I    know    many    who,    from    better 

habiUy 
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habitSi  occupation,  and  finer  tafte,  havefoon 
learned  to  prefer  a  country  refidence  :  do  not 
imagine  that  the  oppreffion  of.  the  towns, 
by   the  national  governrftent  feiiirig  their 
funds,   is    any  ftroke   of  political  wifdom 
-to  drive  the  people  to  the  country :   thofe 
meafufes  are  tiothing  more  tliari  the  blind 
rapacity  o^  defpotrfm,    cutting    down   the 
tree  to  get  at  the  fruft.     Nor  would  it  now 
be  eafy  to  drive  the  people  from  the  towns, 
Vvhere  the  few  arts,  trades,  and  neceflaries 
of  life  are    only  to  be  found,  while  none 
have  the.fpirit  tb  encourage  and  produce 
them    in   the    country.       Every  ^  part    of 
'public   police,  even  the  manner  of  build- 
ing, or  of  cleaning  the  ftreets,  is  doubdefs 
of  confequenci  ;  •  yet  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
take  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people,  on 
^reterice  of  doing  it  foi^  them,  the  ufucil 
method   with  arbitrary  governments;  but* 
it  would- be  •  right  to  put  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  do  it  for  themfelve?.     Government 
either  does  nothing,  or  when  it  meddles, 
does  too  much.      How    often   rnight  the 
.merchant,^  the  farmer,  the.parent,  oV  tutor. 

Vol.  II.  A  a  fay 
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fay  to  fueh  ^[OTerameiits^  '  We  only  waul 
*  to  be  let  done/ 

I  am  pleafed  to  find,  that  ^e  at,  laft 
agree  as  to  the  impoffibiKty  of  refortnihg 
mankind  by  the  methods  ufually  propofed ; 
and  that  the  only  influence  now  remaining 
In  the  world  fufiicient  to  rellore  it,*  is  that 
of  its  nsonarchsi  and  that  by  educating  and 
forming  them  into  what  they  ought  to  be, 
is  the  only  chance  you  have  of  reforming 
your  conftitutions,  the  ftate^  and  the  peo- 
ple. But  if  we  confider  well  the  difficulties 
attending  refprm,  tl\e  numerous  previoua 
circumftances  to  be  prepared  by  time^ 
fcience^  forefight,  and  fortune,  vre  ihall 
judge  more  charitably  of  thofe  princes  who 
have  failed,,  or  have  declined  the  tafk,  and 
may  fee  why  there  have  been  fo  few 
Lycurgufes  or  Alfreds^ 

Some  wife  man  baff  obfetired^  thafC  if  iff- 
fegrity  could  be  generally  preferred,  the 
age  would  mend  of  itfelf  But  it  i&  to  be 
feared,  the  difficulties  in  that  way  too  have 
increjfed^    While  yon  give  power  and  ivh 

flu«nce 


^b^nce  crAy  to  ptop^rty^  which .  is  the  folcr 
xnerit  you  admit  o£  being  reprdfented  id 
■your  hoiifcj  and  that  but  inadequately,  in- 
tegrity and  all  othef  merits  are  out  of  the 
queftion,  and  can  hardly  be  fiiffidently  at-* 
tended  to.    You  can  thence  only  expert  ^ 
government  of  the  richeft  party,  and  the 
moft  expcnfiVe  pofliblej  fuch  as  get  into 
power  by  their  fuperior  wealth i     We  can- 
not expedt  the  richeft  to  be  the  moft  oeco- 
nomical  members ;  and  if,  in  granting  the! 
tevenue,  any  means  can  be  found  fecretly 
to  reimburfe  theiti  their  ftiare  of  the  tcixes, 
they  will  probably  be  as  little  fcfupulous 
about  increafing  them,  as  thbfe  who  have 
nothing  to  tax.     Thence  you  may  fte  ho\'f 
difficult  it  is  to  form  a  legiflature  where  a 
tnajority  may  not  combine  to  fleece  the  na-^ 
ticn  .  and  divide  the  fpoils.     You  poflefs, 
perhaps,   the  bed  fecuritles  againft   it   of 
any  nation,  and  yo\j  (hould  therefore  be 
watchful  to  preferve  and  incrcfafe  thofe  fe-* 
Purities.      Were   it   not   for   the  frequent 
tranrgreflicn  of  your  laws,  by  which  real 
merit  and   abilities  often   fteal  in  amoilg 
you,  we  ihoiild  lofe  the  fervices  of  many 

A  a  a  worthy 
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worthy  members,  and  might  have  a  legiila- 
tiire  ^ry  inferior  and  inadequate  to  Its 
duty. 

,   Something    more   than   mere    integrity 
may   be    neceflary  to  reform  or  improve 
this  perverfe  wicked  world.     Hplvever,  we 
know  that  integrity  joined  to  fcience,  in  a 
liberal  and  amiable  character,  can  do  much; 
and  whert  placed  at  the  head  of'  any  de- 
partment, thofe  qualities  become   contagi- 
ous, and  that  department  is  infallibly  ad- 
vanced or  reform^.     We  have  juflt  feen  a 
General  Conway  at  the  head  of  the  orcl- 
nance,  wherq^  on  taking  his  fttit,  all  the 
clafles^of  that  extenfive  department    were 
obferved  to  exert  themfelves  far  beyond  the 
narrow  limits  of  mere  duty  or  obligation, 
and  every  branch  was  feen  to  improve  as 
if  by  enchantment  ;    and  could    he  liave 
remained,  we  (hould  foon  have  feen  the 
whole  wear  a .  new  face ;  we  fhould  have 
procured  what  we  want,  in  order  to  bring 
us  on  a  footing  with  other  militar^'  na- 
tions; fuch   as  a   proper    ecole  pratique  el 
theorique^  and  a  proper  uni^  of  the  two. 

Scientific 
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Scientific  military^  irifpedlors  for   moft  of 
the  pfa6lical    bufihels';    a  proper  cdhnec*: 
tion  and  acquaintance^  between  the  many 
different   branches^  which  .would   remeidy 
much  ignoranceand  fortie  diflionefty/.  Many 
other  regulations  and  ibiprovements  would 
grafdttally   have    arifen  *  from   that  Tource^ 
and    from  the  joint    endeavours  of  all  j 
for  fuch  a  head  can  cotnmand  both  the 
afFeftions  and  abilities  of  all  the  members^ 
v^hereas  one '  of  mere  Integrity  might .  not 
be  able  to  do '  either.  ^  Indfeed,  to  do  every 
thing  efFeftually,  and  make  the  nation  as 
military  as  it  oyght  to  be,,  the  army,  ord- 
nance, and  militia,  fhould  all  be  under  the 
fame  head,  which  ought  doubtlefs  to  be  a 
good. one.     It  has  been  dpne^  and  we  may 
hope  tpTee  it  again.     ]$ut  as  I  do  not  pre- 
tend  tp  teach  government,  I  only  give  you 
hints  of  what  is  poffibl<?. 

On  thefe  principles  I  can  agree  'wkh 
you,  Aiat  a  prince  of  a  certain  *  gi*eat, 
good,  and  liberal  charadler,  with  fcience 
and  affiduity,  would  be  the  only  power  in 
the  world  that  could-  now  .poflibly  reform 

A  a  3  it : 
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it  s  the  reformaticm  you  want^  may  be  lefs 
than  that  required  by  other  nations^  and 
may  neverthelefs  be  elfential ;  but  nothing, 
I  beiierei  can  procure  it  you,  but  (uch  a 
prince* ;  and  even  he  mud  be  favoured  by 
times  and  circumftances.  To  i^rodtxce  thofe 
(ogether  then  fliould  be  our  great  um,  if 
human  fagacity  and  endeavours  could  do 
any  thing  towards  it.  I  do  not  like  your 
ideas  always  the  }efs  for  being  rooaantic 
find  improbable :  who  knows^  how  much 
pur  fmall  efforts  may  contribute  t^  fych 
^ellrable  ends  ? 

I  approve  much  of  travel,  as  wel}  as 
ftudy,  being  part  pf  ypur  plan,  ^  Hie 
leflbns  to  be  learned  here  would  be  few, 
but  important'-^To  fee  and  confider  well 
^  nation  long  on  lh§  decline,  with  the.  va- 
rious difficulties  that  would  attend  tb*J  re- 
forming  a  corrupt  and  vreakened  govern^ 
nent  and  People,  the  fupcrior  and  inter-* 
inediate  ranks  of  which  are  fpui|j^  to  bQ 
thoroughly  depraved,  and  rathpr  chyling 
to  (iibmit  to  be  opprefled  themfelves  than 
i:$Un(^ui^  the  pleafuDC  of  opprefling  others, 

and 
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An4  w^ere  the  people  prefer  indolence'  an4 
d«pea<J«nce,  to  Uber^  with  induftry.    The 
|p4>iQ[ibility  of  reforming  fuch  a  nation  might 
b#  doubtful,  an4  perhaps  not  within  the 
power  of  the  greateft  human  perfeverance^ 
or  the  longeft  life :  but  the  attempt  would 
fl^Ji  be  noble,  woidd  enfure  applaufe,  and 
a  iiaa»e  for  ever^  and  might  in  timis  fucceed,i 
I^  a.  great  prince,  like  Philip  of  Macedon^ 
l^e  care  of  the  education  of  his  fucceflbr^ 
and  iQ  a  few  generations  much  might  be 
done :  to  fee  here  the  materials,  and  con- 
template  on '  the   means  q£   reformation, 
would  contribute  to  enlighten,  to  infpire^ 
ijLrUd  invigorate  the  mind* 

Great  fouls  furmount  great  difficulties 
which  were  before  confidered  as  invincible, 
aiid  they  eafily  forrai  others  like  themfelves : 
the  laborious  and  middling  ranks  of  men 
are  feldom,  as  you  fuppofe,  fo  far  fpoile4 
iand  enervated  as  to  be  incapal^e  of  great,  and 
even, of  virtuous  exertions,^  when  the  proper  * 
motives  are  difcovered  and  applied.  On  the 
broad  balis  pf  the  teal  interefts  of  a  whole 
people,  may  always  be  erefted  a  conilitU'*  ' 

A  a  ^  ^oa 
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tiott  which  wouid  gmdugllyftrengtheb  and 

*  •    * 

improve  both  itfelf  and  them.  ,To  difeoter 
that  intereft,  and  that  conftiturk>n,  woiikl 
not  be  the  treated  diffictiky,'  whca  onfee 
cleared  of  the  fpeculative  refintemeiilte  *  of 
law  and  Jearning ;  the  application  to  prac* 
tice,  and  mode  of\  proceeding,  ^ would  be 
the  hardeft  talk.  In  every  ^tion  you  may 
find  materials  to  fill  up  yotir  plan  j  keeping 
the  one  great  bbjeft  chiefly-  in  view,  to 
which  all  others  would  l>e  relative  an^  lub- 

m 

fervient,  and  claim  only  their  due  prc^)or- 
tion  of  time  and  attention.  By  miMng 
ftudy,  refidence,  arid'  travel,  ^  proper 
quantities,  I  think,-  Mr.  Mentor,  '  you 
cojjld  not  fail  of  fome  degree  of  fuccefs 
with  your  Telemachus.  There  can  at  I^aft 
be  no  harm  iq.  pleafmg  ouf felves  with  the 
idea*  • 

I  am  glad  to  fee  in  your  plan,  that  home 
is  not  to  be  neglefted,  but  made  the  firft 
*  object.  That  U  the  foundatioji  o:f  the 
whole  ideal  fabric.  In  our  prefent  ftate,  and 
former  hiftory,  you  wilt  find  ample  materials 
for  youi^  pUFjpofe.  Froix^  the  time  qur  an- 
.    --  ceftors 


•    \ 
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ceftorg  left   the  forefts  in  Germany,   we 

have  had  many  ^excellent  parts  or  pieced 

of   a    conftitution.      Th^fe,  'pfoperly  ar-* 

ranged,  might  form  a  valuable '  colledidn 

of    experimental    and    political    wi£dom; 

from  which   might  he   formed  an /edifice 

that    might    be    gradually    completed  by 

th^  '  wifdom     arid-    experience    of     pall 

aad  '  of  future  times.     Our  ilome^ic  poi 

litics,    i^nd  hiftory   of    the    prefeiit    day, 

I    coafider   Itkewifc   of   importanbe,  with 

whatever  contei;npt    fuch  ftudie^/  may  be 

treated    by  fome.     Though'  matiners  and 

principle^  ttiay  feem  every  where,  on  thq 

decline^  you  may  comfort  yotirfelves  with 

not  being  near  fo  far  gone  in  that  road  as 

your   neighbours.    '  A   good  '  head   would 

probably  ftill  find  members  fUfficient  for  his 

jpifrpofe,' and  woujd  create  more.     Nay,  I 

think   there  is  yet  iii  fhofe  iflandsi  more 

fenfe  and  fciertce,  more  virtue  and  perfoflal 

merits,  than  in  many  of  the  nations  taken 

together. 


If 
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•    If  the  idea  6f  a  coriftitutioa*  (fot  we  have 
often  had  but  little  clky  ami  have  plumed 
MrfelVcs  upon  it\  if  that.haa  been  the  caufe 
c£  fo  much  exettion  and  adJiyky^  and  the 
iburce  of  our  profperity,  what  might  not 
be  expe&ed  from  a  real  one?  Its  outi&Ks 
arfe  fufiidently  known,  and  indeed  already 
drawn  and  fixed ;  though  in  foxikt  parts  a 
little  defaced)  and  in  others  turned  fitom 
the  original  dire^ion.     But  if  only  a  nm-» 
jority  of  you  were  in  earneft^  it  might  all 
))c  reftored  and  improved,  without  much 
debate  or  difficttUy. 

Nor  is  there  much  reafon  to  dread  that 

» 

any  of  your  princes  will  prevent  th«  real 
improvement  of  your  conftitution  (though 
it  is  highly  prudent  to  be  watchful  of  every 
poffible  cafe)^  and  ^il\  lefs  ^an  I  conceij^e, 
with  fome,  the  pofllbility  of  any  regular 
plan  of  reducing  the  natipp,  by  gradually 
corrupting^  iippoverilhin^,  and  dividing 
it :  as  that  would  be,  iii  the  end,  a  lofs  not 
only  of  time,  but  of  every  thing  valuable 
to  themfelves,  their  family,  j&iends,  and 
people;  and  every  real , intergft  they  can 
Q  have, 


Z 
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%iyCf  i$  (o  much  better  focured  by  the  con-^ 
trary  cocuiud:.  Beftdes^  the  improbability 
cf  fucceeding  ia  any  fuch  plan  againft  au 
iaforine4  and  Ipirited  nation  mufl  long  he 
9  fufficient  fecurity.  Their  old  laws,  forms 
jind  habits,  fituation,  acoidentB,  their  very 
caprices,  would  all  operate  againft  it,  and 
might  defeat  it,  in  any  ftage  of  its  pro^ 
grefs,  or  even  after  its  conqpletion;  for 
you  know  the  fpirit  of  liberty  and  refiil-^ 
ance  has  always  revived  among  us  iflanders^ 
even  after  periods  of  the  meaneft  and  com** 
pleteft  fubjedion.  In  a  plan  of  improve- 
ment and  reform,  a  prince  ^ght  likewifc 
meet  with  great  troubles  and  oppofitioQy 
with  powerful  parties  inCerefted  in  eftabliihro 
ed  abufes,  perhaps  as  much  as  in  the  other  ( 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  would  be  more 
l^afily  overcome,  and  fome  of  them  might 
be  gained.  They  that  have  power  enough 
^o  do  haf  tn,  can  certainly  do  good  with  it, 
which  is  always  eafien  Probity  and  virtue 
^e  ev^r  fefpe^^ed  In  the  worft  of  times* 


Th« 
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■^  The  queftion'tlien  might'  be,^  to  detert 
inin^,    Whicli  is  the    moft  eligible  plan, 
wfiich  i»  the  nobleft  tafk  ?  It  Is  not  exadHy 
the  choice  'of  Hercules  t  for  here  are  toils 
and  troubles  both  ways  ;   but  all  the  plea- 
lure  is  on  the  fide  of  virtue.     He  would 
iiafiily'  .hefitate,^bur^muft  prefer  the    tafk 
of '  making   himfelf  and   bis   natioti^  free, 
Kaippy,  ^and  great^  t6  that  of  making  them 
iniferable  and'COtrtertiptiHc^flaves^'  and  him- 
lelf  unhappy  and  infecurc.    In  fomc  ferious 
iaatters,  he  ntight  reform  gradually,  •  and  in 
others  at  once,  by  great  and  decifive  ftrokes; 
Without  Aiddenly-foreing  new  fyjftems  before 
tfeey  were  fufitcieritly^  wanted  and  wifhed 
for,    on  the  one  harid ;    or  crbating  and 
feediilg  of  anarchy  by  the  tedious  and  pet- 
y clous  comentibW; of  jarring  interefts  on 

the  other.      •    -     -         • 

•     ■  '  .    •  #  ' - ,       '      ' 

I  think  ydu  would  fucceed  in'  iii^apreiling 

bur  young  T.    ivith   our  dodriAe^    the 

great  eft  difficulty  "would -arife.  afterwards, 

particularly  that   of   a   fufficient  perfever- 

jinc^,  which  I  fear  is  not  natural  to  high 

birth ; 
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birth  }  to  perfift  practically  in  all  that  fhould 
bfi  previoufly  determined,  in  fpite..  of  the, 
numerous   fqrrounding.   temptations    and 
opinions,  fo   well  calculated  to   lead  him 
into   other  paths*     Yet  after  all  that  has 
been  alleged  of  the  natural   difadvantages 
of    fituation,    and    of   the    education   of 
princes;  of  the  difficulties  or  impoflibility 
of  making  them   feel  and  toil  like  other 
men ;  might  we  not  look  for  motives  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  exertions  we  want,  and  even 
of   a    more   powerful  nature,  from  other 
fources  fuited   to  their  ftation — from  ho- 
nour, glory,  fentiment?  May  w^e  not  form 
a  laborious,  as  well  as  a  liberal  mind  of 
royal,  ais  well  as  of  plebeian  extra^ion  ? 
Though  afflidtion  and  neceffity  are  the  beft 
fchools,  is  there'  no  other  ?  or  is  the  palace 
more  exempt  from  thefe  than  the  cottage? 
or  is  there  always  fome  uncommon  degree 
of  indokrice,   indulgence,  fdme   unfeeling 
kind  of  indifference,  or  elfe  urtgovernable 
paflion,  incident  to  high  birth,  and  which 
"muft  be  conquered,  before  they  can  be  on  a 
footing  with  other  men,  and  made  equally 
fit  for  application  ?  Can  they  never  arrive  at 

that 
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that  perfevenmce^and  thcfe  habits,  cnr|>ower$ 
6f  labour,  capable  of  perfifting  thfoiig^out 
the  completion  of  a  great  and  tediocis  en^ 
terprize,  and  to  the  end  df  a  long  life  ? 
*nieir  treatment  from  the  ci^dle  te  gene- 
tally  but  too  well  calculated  to  make  tyrafftj 
of  them,  habitually  and  imperceptibly, 
without  their  knowing  it ;  yet  there  have 
been  many  inftances  of  all  thofe  difiidran^ 
tages  being  overcome^  Knd  many  princes 
have  laboured  and  perfeYered  in  gi^at  and 
good  anions  like  the  greateft  of  othet 
men« 

I  dan  conceive  a  generous  and  beisiefvo^ 
lent  young  mind,  though  bom  in  a  palace, 
to  be  fired  with  emulation  at  £)m$  f|f  thofe 
great  features  of  truth,  virtue^  atid  piiblic 
good ;  {baking  pff  the  yoke  cif  a  courts 
and  breaking  from  th^trifiii^  circle  of  peo^ 
pie  of  fafhion^  Ivho  (psrhsips  without  in-- 
tending  it)  confine  hi^  views,  intercept 
all  real  md  gr^at  information^  apd  fill  up 
his  time  with  trivial  formalities^  indolent 
pleafures^and  pernicious  amufements.  When 

<m€e  at  liberty^  and  with  tb0  difpofitlona 

that 
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that  I  fappdff^  you  would  find  tAaans  ttj  * 
Is^ring  him  tcquaiat^d  with  et4^y  clafs  of 
people,  with  eVery  part  of  his  future  doHt 
jtmnion^  with-  every  art  or  fubjeft  of  iia4 
portance,  and  alinoft  with    every  perfon 
trhofe  character  and  opinions  were  worth  ' 
knowing, .  and  .which  he  would  learn  td 
eilimate,  lis  he  bstdame  pradically  acquaiot-r 
ed  with  mankind.     He  would  then  difUiw 
guifh,  prepare^  and  create  real  merijt,  fof 
aCatupeday}  would  Jekria  to  efti mate  th^ 
relative  importance  of.  objeds,  of  men  and 
things;    to    di£tingui(h    real     knowledge 
from  fpecipus  pf^ences  to  it,  wifdom  from 
cunning,   th<^  nature^   force,  and  ufes  of 
different  human  charadera*     Ho  would  fee 
the  nianufadurQSy  the  produce,  «nd  nature 
of  die  di0erent  j:o^mie8,  &c/  &c..    Afteaf 
fdl  this,  accompanied  with  the  fludy  c( 
whatever  ^ay  he  of  teal  uf€  and  imports 
ance,  by  a  dwe  •  divifionr  of  time,    I  wiJJ 
iuppoie  he  wotald  execute  our  plaij  of  fih 
reign  travel,  which  I  fhould  lean^e  yqu  iQ 
prepare  and  ddineate  befote  you  iet  Oiut. 

To  a  warm  purfijit  of  wifdom  and  ufe- 
ful  knowledge^    if  he  ihould  fortunately 

join 
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join   a    tafte    for  the  beautiful^    which  i$ 
highly  probable,   as   thefe    are   conneded 
in   great    minds,   what    fources    of    pka- 
fure  lie  open  to  him  in  th^  fublime  and 
beautiful   of   nature  ;    in   the   remains  of 
Greece    and  Rome,    from  the    beft   ages 
of  Italy  !  And  thence,  what  delightful  ro- 
mantic ideas  and  plans  of  what    may  be 
done,  by  the  jundtion    of  arts   and   wife 
policy!     I    would    depend,  on      you    to 
preferve  him  from  being  ^oo  much  taken 
up  with  any  one^  branch  or  favourite  pur- 
fuit ;'  though  I  fhould  perhaps  permit  him 
a  few  lefTons,  and  to  handle  the  tools  in 
every  art  or  trade  of  confequence  to  men, 
with  the  greateft  of  its  profeflbrs,-  whom 
you  will  generally  find  to  be  the  moft  (imple 
and  intelligible.      Almoft   every   thing  is 
.fimple,    when   divefted   of    its   quackery. 
What  a  noble  objedt  to  Contemplate,  and 
to  tranfmit  to  hiftory-^a  nation,  its  con- 
ftitution,    its   virtues^   charader,   import- 
ance,   reftored   by   the   prince.     If  Gaefir 
and  Alexander  had  been  as  wife  as  they 
were  great,  and  had  imitated  Solon  and 
Lycurgus,  how  nvjch  better  for  the  world! 

and 
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and  how  diflferent  it  might  have  been  now ! 
One  might  run  on  to  harangue  and  declaim 
to  any  length  on  fuch  a  favourite  fubjed: 
but  you  know.  I  always  wifli  to  keep  down 
the  watmth  and  verbofity  of  declama- 
tion. 

In  your  travels^  you  fhould  begin  with 
the  north  of  Europe^  where  the  manners 
and  virtues,  the  fpirit  of  war,  the  habits 
of  induflry  and  application,  are  to  be 
found,  and  of  a  kind  better  fuited,  and 
more  nec^fi^uy  to  us,  than  thofe  of  the 
South. 


*» 
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LETTER    5CXXIV. 

Rural  Tqfte  and  Improvements.  Servdnts. 
Population.  Money^  ^c.  Impediments 
to  tie  Rife  of  Spain. 

To  Mr.  F. 

SOME  more  fcattered  obrenrations  I 
fhall  collect  from  loofe  notes,  and  you 
muft  excufe  the  deficiencies  of  order  and 
connexion.  The  want  of  tafte  for  a  coun- 
try life,  and  for  the  beauties  of  rural  fcenes, 
I  con^der  as  a  radical  defe£fc  in  this  nation  as 
well  as  in  France,  and  which  has  important 
confequences  both  on  the  ornamental  and 
ufeful  arts :  but  it  is  generally  the  cafe  with  a 
dcprefled  and  impoverifhed  people ;  as  they 
muft  be  at  their  eafe  before  they  can  think 
of  pleafurable  fcenes,  or  labour  long  to 
produce  them.  Their  blind  government 
bids  them  work,  and  does  not  fee  that  their 
hands  are  tied. 

As 
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^  As  to  the  produce  and  ftate  of  agricul- 
ture, I  have  little  elfe  to  add  to  what  has 
been  already  fcattered  in  the.  letters  to  friends 
C  P.  J.  &c.  Of  the  natural  hiftory,  the 
laumerous  and  trifling  particulars  I  do  not 
pnetcnd  to  give  you.  If  we  could  learji  to 
ha  contented  with  effentials,  the  time,  thd 
paifiS'  r^qaaired  to  coUed:  alid  arrange  them, 
would  he  more  frequently  beftowed,  and 
they  might  thea  be.  of  more  ufe  than  the 
voluminous  compilations  lately  in  fafhion, 
which  will  generally  be  confined  to  the 
libraries  of  idle  curiofity  and  oftentation# 
Suffice  it  to  know,  that  Spain  will  produce 
every  thing  that  grows  in  other  countries 
under  the  fame  climate.  Saffron,  fiik, 
fugar,  have  been  well  cultivated  in  the 
fouthern  parts.  Potatoes  were  firft 
brought  to  Galicia  from  South  America^ 
and  thence  fpread  over  Europe;  but 
they  are  now  generally  difliked  in  Spain, 
ev^n  by  gallegos;  they  call  them  toads 
meat« 

The  filk  bufinefs  was  well  underftood 
and  pradifed  by  the  Moors;  and  though 
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it  fled  with  them,  its  revival  has  been  fince 
attempted,  with  various,  but  fmall  fuccefs, 
at  Granada  and  Valencia.  This  govern- 
ment  knows  not  how  to  encourage  it,  nor 
let  it  alone.  Prohibiting  the  export  as  a 
raw  material,  is  certainly  not  the  beft  way 
to  promote  the  produce,  and  taxing  the 
trees  is  ftill  worfe..  Under  fuch  ill-judged 
and  variable  regulations,  it  is  furprifing 
that  any  part  of  this  bufinefs  fhould  yet  be 
found  in  Spain. 

Among  other  pleafant  parts  of  their  an- 
cient and  national  manners,  we  find  the 
old  fafhioned  attachment  and  familiarity 
between  mafters  and  fervants,  which  we 
fee  in  old  plays*  The  great  houfes  are  full 
of  old  domeflics,  which  are  confidered  as 
belonging  to  the  family  for  life.  Though 
they  are  too  numerous,  and  too  idle,  and 
may  be  more  indebted  to  the  vanity  than 
to  the  charity  of  the  mafter  for  their  fup- 
port ;  yet  if  he  were  to  live  more  in  the 
country  on  his  eftate,  he  might  eafily  pro- 
X  vide  fot  them,  to  the  benefit  of  all  parties. 
They  often  join  a  little  in^the  converfatioa 

while 
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^vliile  waiting  at  table,   but  always  with 
great  propriety;  and  the  afKibility,  kind- 
nefs,  familiarity,  and  politenefs,  with  which 
they  are  treated  by  their  mailers,  is  very 
pleafing,  and  produces  warm  and  lading 
attachments, .  and  other  good  efFeds    on 
manners  and  morals.     The  great  diftance 
and   fupcriority  we  generally  aflume  with 
our  fervants,  are  furely  beyond  the  proper 
medium,  confidering  our  laws  and  man* 
ners,    and  breeds  animofity  between  the 
different  ranks  in  fociety.     Overweaning 
pride  and  delicacy  know  no  bounds,  till 
checked  by   the  good   example  of  fome 
fenfible  people  of  rank  and  faihion,   to 
whofe  more  natural  affability  and  humanity 
we  muft  look  up  for  the  remedy  to  this 
evil  among  the  middling  ranks,  with  whom 
this  fpecies  of  foolifh  pride  is  more  com- 
mon.    Perhaps  there  muft  be  more  diftant 
behaviour,  and  jealoufy  of  fuperiority,  in 
thofe  countries  where  there  is  an  animat- 
ing circulation  of  rank  and  fortune,  and 
where  fome  are  always  treading  on  the  heels 
of  the  rank  next  above  them. 

•B  b  3  A- gentle- 
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A  gentleman  of  this  province,   lately 
from  England,  and  "svho  had  been  there 
before,   fays,   that   he  does  not  find   the 
Englifh  nation  fo  much  improved  as  he 
expected.      The  upper  ranks,  he  thinks, 
more  retired,  proud,  felfifh,  and  unfocial, 
than  formerly;  forfoking  their  old  hofpi- 
table  and  popular  manners ;  though  per- 
haps more  refined,  and  extrading,  as  it 
were,  the  eflence  of  every  thing,  to  enjoy 
It  among  themfelves.     The  lower  ranks, 
;he  finds,  more  ragged,  drunken,  debauch- 
ed, at   leaft  in  the  great  towns,  and  not 
fo  cleanly  as  twelve  and  twenty  years  ago; 
but   believes,    that  fome  of  the   middling 
ranks,   and   the    manufacturing   counties, 
are  improved.     Let  us  hope  that  part  of 
the  difference  may  proceed  from  the  change 
that  twenty  years  may  have  produced  in 
his  mind.     However,  the  obfervations  of 
no  travellers  deferve  more  attention  than 
thofe    of  learned  Spaniards,    fuch  as   he; 
and  a  few  of  his  remarks  are  worth  all  the 
volumes  that  the  French  have  -written  about 
us,  except  Voltaire.    I  wifh  the  Spaniards 
in  general  were  not  quite  fo  fore,  and  fo 
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eafily  hurt  with  the  obfervatious  of  fo- 
-reigners  upon  their .  country.  Thefe  from 
the  candid  and  impartial  may  often, prove 
fceneficiaL  Though  we  may  be  fometimes 
prejudiced  and  unjuft,  wc  cannot  always 
J>e  fo. 

As  to  their  population,  exports,  and 
other  elements  of  political  arithmetic  which 
you  want ;  I  can  add  but  few  fa£ts  to  the 
general  ideas  already  mentioned,  nor  can 
J  point  out  any  certain  method  of  obtain- 
ing then!,  in  a  country  where  thofe  matters 
,  are  yet  but  little  und^rftood  or  confidered. 
Campomanes  can  probably  give  you  the 
nigft,  and  theiy  may  afterwards  be  fome- 
what  (Jorreded  at  their  different  ports 
amoi^  the  foreign  merchants*  I  fuljpeft 
.  not  only  hiftory,  but  the  accounts  of  the 
living ;  and  that  each  country  is  inclined  to 
magnify  its  own  population,  produce,  &c, 
Thofe  of  this  nation  are  obvioufly  very 
fcanty,  efpecially  in  the  central,  parts.  The 
countrjr  was  probably  at  former  periods 
more    populous.     We   read   of   130^000 
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horfe  at  once  in  the  field,  during  fome  of 
their  wars,  in  which  all  the  diflferent  na^ 
tions  of  the  peninfula  were  engaged  ;  but 
we  mull  always  fufpedl  the  truth  of  num- 
bers given  in  hiftory,  and  not  lead  in  theirs. 
However,   feveral  fpecies  of  timber  and 
ianimals,  certain  woods  and  forefts,  many 
towns  and  villages,    then    known,    have 
now  difappeared.     The  Zebra,  they  fay, 
was  once  common  in  the  north  of  Spain, 
and  hence  the  name  of  the  Zebrera  Moun^ 
tains.     On  thefe  fubje£U  I  am  dire£ted  to 
confult  a  book.  Las  Monterias  del  Rey  /)• 
Alonfo.    Some  fay,  the  population  of  Spda 
may  be  about  nine  millions,  others  eleven* 
We  may  doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  me- 
thods  hitherto  employed  to  procure  the  true 
ilate;   but  their  academy  is  taking -fome 
pains  in  it,  and  may  in  time  fucceed.     The 
church  eftablifhments,  we  are  told,  confift  of 
about  i5Q,opo  of  both  fexes,  whic^  I  fufpeii 
is  under  the  truth.     Of  thefe,  55,000  are 
friars,  and  2.6,000  nuns. 

As  the  national  revenue  cannot  *be  much 
increafed,  nor  can  (Ijey  long  purfue  any  ef-^ 
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fedual  plan  of  improving  it,  they  cannot 
acquire  much  credit,  nor  give  fufficient  fe- 
curity  for  paying  even  the  intereft  of  their 
loans,    beyond   the    life   of  the   reigning 
prince.      Some   gremios^   or  corporations^ 
have  borrowed  and  lent  money  as  low  as 
two  and  one-half  per  cent,  but  not  to  go- 
vernment; for  their  late  loans,  it  is  faid, 
will   toft  them   ten    or  twelve  per  cent. 
Money  being  the    only  thing   plenty  or 
cheap   in    the   country,   is'  at    once   the 
caufe  and  efFedt  of  its  poverty,  and  ihews 
what  little  employment  there  is  for  it  in 
commerce,   agriculture,   or  any  improve- 
ments. 

The  Spaniards  have  much  natural  eafe 
and  grace  in  whatever  they  do,  particular- 
ly in  dancing,  in  fmging,  and  in  manag- 
ing the  cloak,  fan,  tnanto^  &c.  A  peculiar 
and  charming  charader  of  the  female 
face  and  figure  appears  in  fome  pro- 
vinces ;  generally  brunettes,  with  fparkling 
fpeaking  eyes,  vivacity  and  expref- 
fion  of  the  whole  phyfiognomy,  beyond 
fv^ry  thing  of  the  kind  in  the  reft  of 

Europe, 


37*         LETTERS   PROM    SPAIN. 

-Europe,  with  a  certain  foftneis,  and  yet 
.a£kive  flexibility  of  make;  but  thefe,  and 
other  particulars,  are  only  to  be  feen^  and 
not  explained. 

Contemplating  on  this  old  and  worn- 
down  nation  fuggefts  an  opinion  that  every 
.   government  or    fociety    requires    certain 
changes  or  innovations  from  time  tp  time, 
in  order  to  reftore  adivity,  and  awaken 
men  from  a  kind  of  lethargy,    towards 
which  old  inflitutions  have  a  gradual  ten- 
dency.    But  to  attempt  the  recovery  of 
this  nation  is  probably  now  too  late.     On 
recapitulating  the  numerous  requifites  ne- 
'  ceflary  to   her  reftoration,  we  may  con- 
clude, that  fhe  cannot  rife   again  to  her 
former  ftrength  and  greatnefs  till  fo  ^zny 
changes  are  brought  about,    as  to   inake 
fuch  recovery  very  diftant  and  improbable. 
She  csinnot  certainly  rife  till  flue  is  freed 
from  all  fubje<9:ion  to  France, ;  and  perhaps 
not  till  after  feveral  wars  with  her  rival 
power  J  nor  till  her  government  is. entirely 
•reformed, .  or  rather  chaijged,  and  differ- 
lently  conftituted  on  the  ojd  model  with 
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£>me  improvements ;  nor  till  agriculture 
can  flourifh,  for  which  purpofe  her  laws  of 
tenures  and  inheritance,  her  religion, 
colonies,  maxims  of  commerce,  manners, 
as  well  as  government,  muft  all  undergo 
xronfiderable  changes ;  not  till  they  have 
roads,  inland  navigation,  and  commerce, 
to  pay  for  them;  nor  till  their  plans  of 
finance  are  quite  reformed,  their  taxes 
better  regulated,  laid,  and  levied,  fo  as  to 
find  money  and  credit  for  public  expences, 
for  neceflary  improvements,  and  longer 
i/vars;  and  not  till  the  alcavala^  in  parti- 
cillar,  be  totally  aboliftied.  Not  till  the 
nobility  live  more  in  the  country,  and  cul- 
tivate their  eftates,  or  rather  parcel  them 
out  on  proper  leafes,  or  foros^  for  others  to 
cultivate,  and  fell  or  difpofe  of  them  as  they 
pleafe*.  Not  till  induftry  and  manufac- 
tories can  find  fuflScient  fecurity  and  en- 

*  Yoa  would  be  furprifed  at  the  fmallners  of  the  net  ren* 
tal  of  Tome  of  the  very  exteniive  eflates  in  this  country.  If 
you  had  only  temporary  fervants  and  Hewards,  inilead  6f 
xkh  farraersy  with  long  leaies^  on  yoar  eftates^  you  would 
probably  foon  receive  as  little  rent  from  them  as  they  do 
here  from  thefe«  and  your  ifland  would  become  a  defert, 
pccopied  only  by  fome  dirty  to wn$>.  like  this  peninfula. 

courage- 
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couragement ;  nor  till  their  trade,  laid  more 
open  and  freed  from  hurtful  reftraints,  fhall 
produce  to  them  beneficial,  inftead  of  perni- 
cious efFeds.  Not  till  they  are  better  qualified 
for  war  by  difcipline,  experience,  induftry, 
population.     In   fhort,  I  believe   nothing 
can  reftore  her,  without  firft  a  wife  and  free 
conftitution  of  government,  which  without 
doubt  is  omnipotent.     But  all  this  is  quite 
improbable,    and    almofl    out    of    (ight: 
hence  it  is  perhaps  better  for  you  to  have 
her  as  a  known  enemy  than  as  a  burden- 
fome  friend ;  at  lead  till  fhe  totally  change 
her  fyftem  and  alliances.     If  Spain  fhould 
feem  to  rife  with  regard  to  you,  it  can 
only  be  by  your  finking.     You  might,  to 
be  fure,  both  rife  together,  if  you   coul^ 
both  be    wife   enough    to   become,  more 
clofely  united,  new  model  their  wretched 
government,  and  reciprocally  communicate 
the  numerous  advantages,  commercial  and 
political,  of  which  your  refpedive  coun- 
tries are  capable.     No  two  nations  can  be 
much  better  fituated  for  fuch  mutual  be- 
nefits  and   affiftance,  and   for  the   clofeft 
connedions.      The  produce  of  the    one 

country, 
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country,  and  the  manufa<9:ories  of  the 
other,  might  be  made  to  promote  and 
increafe  both  to  a  great  extent  ;  and 
probably,  in  no  other  way  could  Spain  . 
make  her  fubjedts  cultivators,  and  increafe 
her  natural  produ<flions  to  fo  great  a 
degree. 

Had  this  nation  been  blefled  with  fuc- 
ceffors  worthy  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella, 
equal,  or  fimilar  to  them  in  wifdom  and 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  its  conftitu- 
tion,  ready  to  adopt  the  difcoveries  of  the 
age  as  they  rofe,  and  qualified  to  fecond 
the  difpofitions  which  then  appeared  in  the 
nation  towards  every  fpecies  of  improve- 
ment, Spain  might  ftill  have  been  the  firft 
nation  in  Europe.     Had  Charles  V.  for- 
tunately been  brought  up  in  the  country, 
or  had  he  only  confulted  Cardinal  Ximenes, 
and  fome  others  of  the  fenfible  and  liberal 
Spaniards  of  thofe  days,  he  might  thence 
have  adopted  or  improved  upon  the  ideas 
and  maxims  of  thofe  his  excellent  prede- ; 
ceflbrs :  but  he  came  full  fraught  with  his 
German  ideas  of  government,  with  Flemifli 
-  and 
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)znd  Auftrian  friends  and  prejudices^,  \rliich 
in  time  blafted  the  floners^  aod  eveq  the 
roov  o£  all  the  SpanifL  improvemeats^  ia 
the  abolition  of  the  thea  growing  confHtu- 
tioa  of  their  government;  and  theyi  muft 
pisobably  continue  to  decline  till  it  is  planted 
again.  The  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Msb- 
bella  is  the  period  of  Spanifli  hiftoiy, 
notwithftanding  the  bigotry  and  errors 
of  tlie  times,  the  moft  deferving  atten- 
tion. Dr.  Robertfon,  or  fome  other  of 
your  curious  and  learned  men,  might  eafily 
come  over  here,  and  travel  and  write  al- 
ternately, which  is  probably,  the  beft^  way 
to  produce  a  hiftory  ufeful  to  man. 

By  fo  degrading  a  pifture  of  the  decline 
of  Spain,  you  will  fee  I  do  not  mean  to 
impeach  the  native  national  charader,, 
which,  on  the  contrary,  I  re{pe£t  and  con- 
fider  as  one  of  the  firfl  in  the  world.  But 
the  nation  is  one  thing,  and  the  govern- 
ment another.  I  hope  to  h^ve  made  it  ap- 
pear, that  they  are  the  beft  fort  of  people^^ 
and  under  the  worfl  kind  of  government  of 
any  in  Europe ;  and  that  the  mOT^  q[ua]i-f 
.    »  ties 
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ties  of  the  Spaniards  may  be  confidered  as 
the  very  beft  kind  of  materials  that  enter 
into  the  compofition  of  the  human  charac- 
ter; but  that  thefe  are  loft  and  mis- 
managed'by  the  ihoft  defedlive  fpecies  of 
government  and  legiflature  that  can  well 
be  devifed,  ihort  of  Afiatic  defpotifm. 
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LETTER    XXXV. 

Military    and    Geographical  ^'Ohfervations. 

Conclufion, 

To  Mr.  A.  J. 

THE  few  military  obfervatlons  I  wiHi 
to  give  you  here,  I  (hall  endeavour 
to  abridge.  In  their  military  afiairs,  thdre 
is  little  remarkable:  they  keep  following 
the  reft  of  Europe,  and  particularly  the 
French,  though  at  a  diftance ;  they  con- 
form at  laft,  though  fo  flowly  that  they 
are  left  behind.  Till  this  reign  there  has 
been  but  little  alteration  fince  Philip  V. 
frenchified  their  little  army :  and  the  few 
late  regulations  are  of  fmall  importance. 

The  people  have  ftill  fome  of  the  quali- 
ties eifential  to  the  formation  of  good 
troops:  they  are  naturally  brave,  fteady, 
temperate,  patient,  of  ftrong  nerves,  and 
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very   fit   for  perfevering   enterprize:  but, 
perhaps  cruel,    vindiaive,    violent,   when 
under  the  influence  of  ftrong  paflions,  to 
which  they  are  fubje<3:  with  all  their  ap- 
parent plegma :  fo   that  the  fort  of  their 
chara<9:er  is  not  perhaps  now  fo  a-propos  to 
the  times,  nor  to  the  prefent  mode  of  war 
as  it   was  formerly;    and  certain  qualities 
which  might  then  have  been  of  ufe,  or  at 
leaft  of  no  impediment,  may  not  be  now 
fo  well  adapted  to  the  promptitude,  obedi- 
ence, and  adivity,  of  modern   difcipline : 
at  times,  fuUen,  indolent,  proud,  obftinate, 
I  fhould  apprehend  a  mutinous  fpirit  on  r 
fome  important  occafions :  fo  that  we  may 
doubt  their  foon  making  again  the  figure  in 
war  which  they   have  done  formerly,  in 
other   times  and   manners:    at  leaft,   not 
without  excellent  officers,  an  adive  war, 
and  good  difcipline,  which  are  not  likely 
to  happen  foon :  but  if  they  fhould  happen, 
and  their  government,  their  population  im- 
prove, their  good  qualities  would  be  feen 
to  predominate,  and  they  might  again  be- 
come the  firft  troops  in  the  worlds     Their 
horfe  might  foon  be  made  excdlent,  if  well 
Vol.  IL  C  c  appoint- 
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appointed  and  commanded :  they  would 
luake  up  in  velocity  what  they  w^nt  in 
yreight)  and  might  be  the  firft  and  moft 
ufeful  cavalry  in  Europe.  But  their  fine 
breed  of  horfes  has  declined,  and  cannot, 
I  believe,  be  well  reftored,  but  with  agri- 
culture and  the  other  arts. 

They  have  attempted  a  method  and  re- 
gularity in  recruiting  their  army,  which, 
with  fome  improvement,  might  anfwer 
better  for  us  than  for  them.  viz.  each  corps 
to  be  recruited  from  the  province  or  diftrid 
from  whence  it  is  named,  and  each  fifth 
man  taken  when  wanted.  If  they  were  to  be 
more  frequently  quartered  in  their  refjpedlive 
diftrids,  and  a  certain  local  efprit  de  corps ^ 
and  a  connexion  kept  up,  it  might  have 
more  good  effeds,  and  fewer  bad.  With 
us,  while  under  parliamentary  and  provin- 
cial control,  and  if  direded  by  a  really 
military  government;  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  formed  into  a  militia,  which 
fhould  fupply  the  army  with  men  for  five 
or  feven  years  fervice  each  j  the  army  to  be 
employed  in  peace  on  ufeful  public  works ; 

fuch 
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fuch  an  eftabliflitnent  might  make  us  a  mi^ 
litary  nation.  Though  their  army  here, 
and  this  mode  of  recruiting,  tend  to  de- 
populate the  country  which  can  ill  bear  it, 
and  to  deftroy  induftry  where  there  is  al- 
ready fo  littlcj  thefe  drfefts  would  foon 
be  fbpplied  by  a  good  government :  but 
that  fource,  and  all  others,  are  here  de- 
ficient* 

trom  the  two  oppofite  extremities   of 
this  kingdom,  Catalonia  and  the  northern 
provinces,  might  be  formed  excellent  regi- 
ments :  but  you  know  they  have'  had  no 
wars  of  late  fufBcient  to  form  troops,  and 
can  have  but  few  great  officers :  thofe  who 
ferved  in  Italy  are  moftly  worn  out ;  and 
Wc  may  doubt  of  their  having  now  among 
them  much  di  that  military  enthufiafm  and 
activity  of  mind  neceflary  to  prqduce  more. 
We  know  they  have  ftill,  among  the  field 
officers,    fome  military  fpirits,    like  moft 
other  nations ;  but  it  would  require  a  war 
of  fome   length    and    action  to  form   a 
fufficient  number. 

C  c  2  War, 
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"War,  if  it  could  be  well  regulated,  and 
kept  within  bounds,  feems  neceffary  to  a 
nation  at  certain  intervals ;  were  it  only  to 
call  forth  fome  exertions  in  our  nature, 
which  arc  otherwife  loft,  and  to  prevent 
the  increafing  evil  efFefts  of  luxury,  civi- 
lization, and  repofe,  which  gradually  lead 
Xo  timid  indolent  habits,  to  a  fhanoielefs 
dread  of  death,  and  at  laft,  of  every  tri- 
fling danger  and  inconvenience.  War  is 
likewife  fo  much  lefs  tremendous  in  fail, 
than  to  the  fancy,  that  it  ought  perhaps  to 
be  feen  fometimes  by  nations,  and  fre- 
quently by  all  the  individuals  of  the 
profeflion :  to  them  both  pradice  and 
fcience  are  neceflary.  Theory,  without 
experience,  can  never  fuffice  to  form  a 
great  officer,  though  the  only  foundation 
on  which  fuch  an  important  charad:er  can 
be  eftablifhed. 

A  whole  nation  formed  to  war,  and 
another  with  only  an  army  fo  formed, 
would  be  found  very  different  in  flrength, 
dignity,  and  exertion :  but  few  feem  yet  to 
confider  thefe  things  properly,  except  the 
Swifs.     I  fuppofe  nothing  but  a£tual  in- 

vafion 
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vafion  can  ever  prevail  on  us  iflanders  to 
regulate  ourfelves  for  war.  We  feelfo  fe- 
cure,  furrounded  by  the  fea,  and  depend- 
ing on  the  precarious  defence  of  fleets, 
that  we  are  apt  to  relax  into  military  negli- 
gence during  peace :  hence  our  wars  be- 
come fo  expenfiye,  and  fo  badly  managed, 
efpecklly  at  the  beginning  j  and  hence  fo 
few  great  officers  have  been  or  can  be  pro- 
duced among  us. 

Moft  modern  governments  have  imbibed 
a  timid  and  jealous  policy,  and  dread 
granting  to  the  people  military  arms  and 
regulations,  which  would  have  fo  many 
beneficial  eflfedts  on  manners,  police,  and 
render  them  fo  much  more  orderly  and 
manageable ;  and  not  more,  but  lefs  danger- 
ous to  the  ft  ate,  or  public — to  themfelves. 
.Since  the  people,  in  moft  countries,  have 
been  difarmed,  under  the  infidious  idea  of 
enjoying  their  eafe,  atid  only  paying  for 
their  defence,  and  have  been  thereby  de- 
livered over  disfencelefs  into  the  power  of 
their  defenders,  who  thence  become  a 
feparate,  and   the   wprft,  part  of  -fociety, 

C  c  3  the 
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the  beft  government  will  be  known  by  re» 
ftoring  to  the  people  their  importance,  with 
the  ufe  of  their  arms,  and  regulating  thenii 
accordingly.  If  their  time  be  now  totally 
filled  up  in  fupporting  life  by  fupplying  the 
luxuries  of  the  great,  and  the  follies  of  the 
ftate,  let  them  lay  tbeir  arms  by  their  {ide^ 
till  they  can  find  time  to  learn  their  ufe^ 
which  their  governments,  when  wife,  wil} 
foon  find  for  them;  and  'vvill  thereby  pre- 
vent wan 

I  can  conceive  a  corps  or  little  army, 
when  not  too  exclufively  military,  a^  in 
time  of  peace,  to  be  fo  conflicted  as  to 
form  a  tolerable  model  for   civil  fociety. 
Civil  and   military  inftitutioQS   ibould  be 
brought  nearer  and  more  fimilar  to  each 
other :  both  are  improved  by  attending  to 
'  the  fmaller  diyifions  of  loen,  as  to  fquads, 
meffes,  tythings,  as  wifely  done  of  old  by 
Alfred,  and  lately  by  the  beft  officers.    The 
failure  and  defers  of  the  feudal  fyftem 
fhould  not  difcoUrage  us  frqra  attempting 
other  .fimilar  inftitutions    with  improve- 
uaeats ;  as  thstt  of  ^  general  cjrcBlatiog  mi- 
litia, 
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litia,  from  which  a  fmall  but  active  ftanding 
army  might  be  conftantly  fupplied ;  and  by 
the  men  returning"  frequently  into  fociety, 
the  true  military  fpirit  might  be  retained. 
In  the  fubdivifibns  and  eftablifhment  of  an 
army,    fomething  like  the  Roman  legion 
we  fhould  confider  as  the  beft  pattern  ;  and 
we  fhould  give  thofe  principles  a  fair  trial 
before  we  attempt  to  improve  upon  them. 
Our  prefent  corps  or  regiment  are  certainly 
too  fmall  and  helplefs  little  handfuls  of  men, 
with  few  refourccs.     In  fome  of  the  mili-» 
tary  colonies  of  the  Romans,  was  probably 
eftabliihed  the  proper  jundion  of  the  civil 
and  military  life:   the   detail  of  fome  of 
thefe  might  be  well  worth  the  inveftiga- 
tion  *. 

If  you  will  not  all  learn,  as  you  ought^ 
to  fight  by  land,  it  is  to  be  wjflied  you 
would  be  attentive  to  the  conftant  improve- 
ment of  your  navy.     You  feemed  there, 

*  It  is  hoj^ed  oar  good  friend  General  Melville  will 
favour  the  world  with  an  account  of  fome  of  the  man/ 
carious  and  important  parts  of  the  Roman  methods  and 
inftitations,  which  he  has  difcovered  with  fach  great  pains 
and  ingenuity. 

C  c  4  for 
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for  a  while,  to  forget  that  every  thing  is 
progreilive  and  nothing  ftationary  in  this 
world.     Your  navy  fliould  be  always  im- 
proving, always  refpedlable,  and   in  great 
readinefs,  even  during  peace ;  with  i  o,ooQ 
marines,    at   leafl,   commanded   and    well 
difciplined  by  your  fea  oflScers,  who  would 
thence  become  more  military.     You  fhould 
likewife  eftablifli  the  beft  poffible  fchools 
for  conftrudion,  where  all  theory  and  ma-r 
thematics  fliould  be  taught  and  rendered 
more  common,  in  addition  to  your  already 
excellent   pradical  knowledge:  and    from 
thence,  fliould  be  appointed  fome  good  en- 
gineers  for  your   ports    and   dpck-yards. 
Your  warrant   officers    likewife,    mailers, 
gunners,  fchoolraafters,  in  great  nuqGibers, 
fliould   be   kept   up   and    employed,    and 
nurferies   of   fuch  men  provided,    during 
peace.      Though   every   thing  cannot  be 
Jcept  in  readinefs  for  war,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,  the  fources  whence  they  are  to  pro'^ 
iceed   fliould   furely    be  attended  to,   and 
fome  provifion  be  made  of  the  moft  necefr 
fary  parts   before   they  are  wanted,  as  a 
foundation  to  build  upon. 
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Though  Spain,  among  many  other  ad- 
vantages of  fituatiori,    is  defended  by   an 
excellent  land  frontier,  the  Pyrenees ;  yet 
it  has  now  many  weak  fides,  and  is  even 
comparatively  weak   on  this  its   ftrongeft 
fide.     Their  friends,  the  French,  being  in 
pofleflion  pf  the  principal  pafles,  they  are 
reduced  to  means  pf  ^  defence  which  would 
be   quite  infufficient,  efpecialiy  with  their 
naval   inferiority.     Their   prefent  frontier 
places,  as  Figueras,  Fonterabia,  &c.  might 
be  eafily  mafked,  and  left  behind  without 
much  rilk,  by  .an  array  from  France,  as  it 
could  To  readily  be  fopplied  by  fea,  fome^ 
times  by  a  voyage  only  of  a  few  leagues. 
The    weaknefles  of  their   three   principal 
king's  ports,  they  are  at  great  pains  to  con* 
ceal  by  fuch  fupercilious  precautions,  as  are 
quite  unufual,  and  incompatible  with  com- 
P)an   commercial   intercourfe.      But   they 
will  probably  ypt  long  remain  the  moft  anti- 
commercial  nation  in  .  Europe,  and  their 
public  councils  continue  to  counteraft  all 
the   advantages   for  trade   and  profperity, 
which  nature  has  fo  lavifhly  beftowed  on 
the  country.     Even  tl^eir  beft  maxims  and 

regula- 
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regulations  now  in  meditation,  civil,  cede- 
fiaftical,  commercial,  &;c.  will  proTe,  I 
doubt,  only  fo  many  attempts  to  reconcile 
irreconcilable  cont radiations,  while  the 
government  remains  of  fo  bad  a  model 
and  conftruAion.  I  may  be  tniftaken} 
but  the  more  I  contemplate  on  this  na- 
tion, the  more  I  am  convinced  it  can 
never  rife  again,  but  by  a  clofer  conne^on 
with  England. 

Many  more  rcafons,  for  fome  of  thefe 
perhaps  bold,  though  well  confidered,  opi- 
luons  might  be  found  than  I  have  yet  al- 
leged to  you  ;  but  as  we  are  not  attempt- 
ing to.  open  their  eyes^  which  would  be  dif- 
ficult, and  yours  do  not  want  it,  I  fhall 
not  trouble  you,  nor  myfelf,  any  longer 
with  fuch  fpeculations. 

From  the  memorandums  of  other  va- 
rious journies  through  other  parts  of 
Spain,  little  more  appears  fit  to  be  trans- 
mitted in  this  way.  I  am  forry  to  find 
fome  late  excurfions  riot  near  fo  agree- 
able as  fuch  ufed  formerly  to  be,  when  you 
^ay  remember  our  fallying  forth  in  cjucft 

of 
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of  aew  objei^Bt,  of  difficulties  aiod  advcn-9 

cur esi.     A  few  years,  and  a  fmall  change 

of  clwumftanccs,  inake  a  great  difierencc 

in  a  man's  life,  tafte,  and  habits.     How* 

ever^  I  think  the  moft  unpleafant  journey, 

or  campaign,  is  generally  remembered  with 

pleafure :  the  wprfl  parts  are  gilded  over, 

or  difappear,  and  the  pleafant  are  beauti* 

fied  by  abfence  and  recolle£tion« 

To  acquire  a  general  and  military  ide^ 

of  a  country/ 1  think  the  rivers  are  th^ 

leading  features  firft  to  be  examined  ;  an^ 

th^n  the  country  between  them,  firft  froni 

maps,  and  then  from  chofen  heights,  obr 

ferying,  at  the  fame'  time,  the  courfe  of 

the   mountains,  vand    their  paffes.      The 

courfe  of  rivers,  and  ranges  of  mountains^ 

will  thence  be  feen  to  divide  a  country 

commonly  into  a  few  large  diftriSs,  and 

beginning  thus  with  general  ideas  or  out-? 

lines,  the  particulars  are  more  eafily  filled 

up,  apd  a  clear  idea  of  .the  whole  is  fooner 

obtained,  than  by  attempting  to  be  too  par^ 

ticular  at  firft ;  a  common  fault  in^ith  little 

military  minds,  and  niaay  others.    In  what*. 

4  ever 
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ever  country  you  travel,  you  {hould  never 
forget  your  profeffion.  The  coup  cTceil 
nulitatrcy  ou  geograpbique^  which  arefimilar, 
may  certainly  be  acquired  or  communicat- 
ed. Frederic,  I  dare  fay,  could  readily 
give  you  fome  of  his  rapid  and  general 
ideas  on  that  fubjedt.  I  hope  you  veill  be 
able  to  fee  him  before  he  leaves  this. world. 
He  is  worth  going  far  to  fee.  You  may, 
from  him,  catch  ideas  and  fire  enough  to 
laft  you  a  life-time,  and  make  you  a  great 
foldier.  But  I  doubt  he  is  not  fo  much 
of  a  Lycurgus  as  an  Alexander.  I  of- 
ten wifh  he  had  travelled  to  England.  Yet 
h-propos  to  Alexander,  I  often  think, 
that  if  he  had  lived  to  fettle  fomewhere  on 
the  Euphrates,  and  had  once  got  Ariftotle, 
and  others  of  the  Greek  fages  about  him, 
he  would  have  reformed,  and  got  the  bletter 
of  his  follies,  and  might  have  proved  the 
greateft  legiflator,  as  well  as  the  greateft 
general,  that  ever  -  lived  ;  and  would  have 
been  the  only  fovereign,  from  the  firft 
Cyrus  down  to  the  prefent  timei  fit  to  re- 
form and  improve  Afia,  its  people,  man- 
ners, and  modes  of  government.     You  fee 

.  th^ 
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the  immenfc  importance  of  education. 
Philip  was  right,  and  muft  have  had  a  great 
mind,  in  perceiving  the  confequence  of 
having  fuch  a  matter  as  Ariftotle  for  his 
fon.  But  as  to  Germany,  though  fertile 
in  great  officers,  I  fear  it  is  not  quite  the 
foil  to  produce  great  lawgivers.  For  that 
rareft  of  all  characters,  we  muft  not  yet 
look  to  the  north :  indeed  it  is  hard  to  fay 
where  to  look  Tor  fuch  an  uncommon  being. 

Some  minds  are  fynthetically,  and  others 
analytically,  difpofed :  thofe  begin  naturally 
from    general   principles,    and  thence  de- 
fcend  eafily  and  rapidly  through  all  the 
confequences :  the  others,  from  particulars, 
creep  llowly  up  towards  the  general  prin- 
ciples ;  and  though  they  may  not  get  fo 
far,  are  often  firmer  and  furer  than   the 
others  as  far  as  they  go.     Both  are  ufeful 
when  properly  employed.     The  one,  being 
the  moft  common,  is  of  great  and  daily 
ufe;  the  other,  more  rarely  wanted   and 
produced,,  is  only  required  on  certain  great 
occafions,  and  is  fitter  to  dired:  the  Whole 
than  to  execute  a  part  of  it.     An  Euclid, 
a  Newton,    a  Frederic,   for  example,  in 

order 
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order  to  examine  a  country,  would  pfo^f 
bably  go  to  fome  of  the  higher  parts  firft, 
to  acquire  a  general  and  conne&ed  idea  or 
plan  of  the  whole,  and  thence  defcend  to 
examine  particulars,  by  fome  fyftem  al- 
ready formed  on  the  general  view*  He 
who  knows  how  to  diftinguifli  and  employ 
thofe  different  talents  may  govern  the  world 

Your  method  of  colleding  the  maps, 
publifhed  in  their  refpefkive  countries,  is  a 
very  good  way.  I  wifli  D' Anville,  or  fome-^ 
body  elie,  would  eftablifh  a  good  and  laft-* 
ing  geographical  fchool  for  all  the  execu- 
tive parts.  Rivers  are  of  fuch  confequence 
in  the  world,  that  it  fhould  perhaps  be  di- 
vided, and  its  parts  diftinguiihed  and  de- 
nominated, by  them,  as  it  is  fertilized,  and 
has  probably  been  peopled,  by  their  means< 
A  map  that  had  little  more  than  all  the 
ftreams  well  traced,  diftinguilhing  thofe 
that  are  dry  in  fummer,  would  ihew  the 
nature  of  a  country  better  than  all  the 
other  parts  of  geographical  engraving, 
which  we  take  fo  much  pains  about,  and 
by  which  we  only  blacken  and  confufe  our 
charts,  without  gaioing  any  proportional 

advan- 
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• 

advantage  in  diitinO:  or  ufefiil  ideas.  Bj 
coaiidering  the  ftrcams  of  my  almoft  white 
map,  wherein  I  can  legibly  mark  what  I 
pleafe^  and  afking  a  few  queflions  of  an 
inhabitant  or  a  traveller,  we  fhall  be  able 
to  gain  better  general  notions  of  the  rife 
and  make  of  the  country,  for  military  and 
other  purpofes,  and  much  fooner  than  you 
by  all  your  black  miaps  and  long  defcrip- 
tions. 

Think  not  that  I  tell  you  all  of  what 
might  be  obferved  of  thefe  countries 
where  I  pafs,  or  even  where  I  refide:  I 
deal  in  generals,  and  do  not  mean  to  give 
you  half  even  of  thofe  things  that  can  be 
told ;  and  you  know  there  are  many  incom- 
municable ideas  which  you  muft  take  the 
trouble  to  go  for,  as  they  cannot  be  brought 
nor  fent  to  you;  a  circumftance  which 
travellers  are  not  always  aware  of.  Many 
obfervations  I  hope  will  here  occur  to  you,  • 
which  may  have  efcaped  us  all.  Travelling 
oftener  ori  bufinefs  than  from  curiofity,  we 
have  not  always  made  a  point  of  feeing 
every  thing.  Your  method  of  taking  me- 
morandums of  what  Ihould  be  feen  is  very 

good : 
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good :  but  you  will  find,  that  the  curiofity 
muft  be  uncommonly  powerful  that    lets 

nothing  efcape  in  this  country.  Where 
travelling  is  fo  far  from  agreeable,  we  are 
often  more  difpofed  to  proceed  on  our 
journey,  than  to  flop  or  ftep  afide  to  fee 
what  we  are  then  eafily  inclined  to  believe 
may  not  be  worth  the  trouble.  Various 
difagreeable  circumftances,  peculiar  to  feme 
parts  of  Spain,  may  be  too  apt  to  put  you 
out  of  conceit  with  the  whole  of  it,  and 
interrupt  that  perfevering  attention  and 
good  humour,  fo  neceflary  to  a  traveller. 
No  one  can  fee  every  thing,  and  what  may 
be  negledted,  becomes  a  confideration  of 
fome  importance.  In  the  fele£tion,  you 
muft  doubtlefs  have  recourfe  to  others.  In 
our  prefent  fecluded  fituation,  far  from 
friends  and  advice,  you  muft  cxcufe  my 
aflifting  your  feledtion,  or  attempting  more 
particular  diredions,  and  accept  of  thefe 
few  general  opinions,  and  decifions  of  a 
doubtful  judgment;  the  reflcdions  and  ob- 
fervations  of  a  paffenger,  rather  than  the 
particulars  of  a  profeffed  traveller. 
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Galicia^  and  North  of  Portugal.  Vigo. 
Spanijh  Councils.  Defenjive  War,  Indufiry^ 
^aftCy  Science  of  the  Portuguefe.  Water 
Finders.  Frontier  Coaft. ' 

Oporto,  1779. 

WE  now  proceed  from  Galicia  to 
Portugal,  a  country  about  which 
I  ihall  not  probably  have  much  that 
is  new  to  tell  you ;  as,  by  our  commerce 
and  alliance  with  this  nation,  many  of  our 
countrymen  are  become  pretty  well  ac- 
quainted with  it,  and  you  may  haeefwith 
people  in  London,  who  can  give  you  better 
information  than  myfelf  on  the  fubjed ;  fo 
that  a.  few  general  obfervations  and  reflec** 
Vol.  II.  D  d  tions. 
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tions,  as  they  occur,  m2Lj  appear  to  me 
fufHcient. 

We  were  forced^  by  ^n  excefs  of  Spanifh 
catttion,  todepaft  before  tike  time  w%  Jtitend- 
ed,  and  to  make  a  circuit  by  the  moft  difficult 
paths  and  moumaiiis,  with  the  children, 
fometimesin  litters,  and  at  others  in  carts ;  at 
ni^ht,  fomc  wretched*  hovel  to  receive  us, 
and  which  did  not  always  afFord  even  ftraw 
to  fleep  on :  but  children  are  excellent  tra- 
vellers; hardOvips  are  diiferfk)|i  to  them. 

'  In^th&SpaJiilh  fefvicei)'  the  fdmigneis  ara 
vciott  rigid  and  ovei^' loyal  than  the  nati^res. 
h  has  been  remarked^  that  nne^adiBS  ire 
the  greateft  zealots*,  In  a  country  with 
a«y  prctenfions  to  civilization,  it  is  hardly 
jjoffible  to  bef  treated  with  »or6  rttdenefe 
aii<J  obduracy  than  we  hav5  betti  by  one  of 
thofe  gentl€fm6n,  a  rt&tive  of  Ifdknrf,  Whrf 
ha:pperied  to  comniiandi  at  St.  JfetgO.  Mow- 
ever,  we  are  indebted  to  hitti  for  tlW  ec^'oy- 
ment  of  many  delightful  ftefies,  W4(h  ^liicU 
thofe  mountains  in  GaSida-  ai^  the  iScifQ^ 
of  Portugal  abound';  frdque«*lf  diM!  by 
narrftw  vales,  little  raipkf  ftrfcaBfifsj-  #if&'^* 
variety  bf  tr^es,  ind*  fottlfr  COttagfeS.    fo 

the 
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ttie  nifol^  SiftQ:  road  wHifeh  t  vrthi  bef::)re, 

tiearer  the  coift;  Aete  ire  fevefal  vaHies 

fktRer  i|)atJou^  ind  ritli ;  is  tliat  of  l^adrbn^ 

of  Potttivedri,  Tby.     Wherever  you  fee  5 

river  in  the  map  of  thti^  country,  you  ,may 

fapt>dfe  a  Vale  full  oiF  freaitities.     We  found' 

fe^'^Hl  of  the  (ibbir  ragged  fiflreritien'  ort 

ftit  fcbafi,  \fli6  had  beeb  fanViet-^,  but  were 

fbrced  to  abaiidbil  tfte^  (itiltix^atiott  of  their 

falids^  thbtigh  iffrefr  bVtrn  pr6j!)eriy,  bfeckufe 

fffey  fouttd  it  wa'i  6\iiy  'working  for  tlie 

ilA^,  the   cu'rafte,  a'li'd  the  coA^entj    you 

ferny  thenee  judge  of  t1i6  Hate  of  agricul- 

<tri:e;  tif  prop(^rty,  cftui^ch,  &ic. 

Vigo  is  a  fpacious  iniei!  of  the  feay  and 
a  noble  portly  find  might  be  eafily  m-ad'e 
mtich  better.   Its  vicinity  to  Portugall  bting 
conlld^ried  by  the  Spknilh  government  as 
m  objeS!io^  to  makifng.  it  a?  king's  port,  is 
a  rirbtive  fcarcely  mforehonoufraWe  than  that 
of  a?  corps  of  Jews,  ^/f■hk:h  was  once  formed 
fbr  tfhe  Ttfrkrfh  fervke;  but  when  ready 
f  b  maerch,  they  begged  for  a  guard  to  prp«p 
te£J:  them  froiii  the  populace.    Spain  would 
perbapsr  protfeft   herfelfy   if  (he  couid,  by 
drftante  and  difolation.     The  over- caution 
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o£  her  councils  has  not  unfirequently  car^ 
ried  her  beyond  the  ufual  limits  of  political 
abfurdity,  and  fometimes  to  thofe  of  cru- 
elty.    Had  fhe  been  placed  in  a  great  con- 
tinent, Ihe  might  probably  have  defolated 
the  countries  around  her  for  defence,  like 
fome  other   great  barbarous   monarchies. 
The  fame  barbarian  motive  is  given  in  this 
country  (Portugal)  for  not  making  roads. 
The  want  of  military  fcience  and  difcipline 
is  ever  the  fource  of  timidity,  and  of  cau- 
tions foolifh  or ,  inadequate,  like  the  bird 
that  hides  only  its  head,  and  thinks  itfelf 
fafe.     As  the  military  arts  declined,  men 
prepaied  for  war  by  cafing  themfelveis  up 
in  armour  to  be  fmothered,  or  by  {hutting 
themfelves   up   in    inaccefiihle  rocks  and 
caftles  to  be  ftarvcd.     Nations  have  not  en- 

* 

tirely  thrown  off  their  ignorance  with  their 
armour.  Only  a  few  feem  yet  to  know, 
that  national  ftrength  coniiils  in  an  adlive 
and  moving  force,  and  that  the  fafeft  ftate 
of  defence  is  the  being  always  in  readinefs 
to  attack.  The  .change  from  the  feudal 
militia,  to  the  prefent  mode  of  ftanding 
armies,  was  flow  and  awkward :  the  former 
was  given  up  before  the  other  was  ready ; 

all. 
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all  was  for  a  time  confufion,  and  ignorance 
of  the  true  military  principles.     We  have 
riot  probably  any  where  adopted  the  beft 
defenfive   eftablifhments    for    our   prefent 
manners  and  ftate  of  fociety.     1  believe  I 
mentioned  my  opinion  of  the  beft  mode  of 
military  power  and  defence  for  our  countr)^  ' 
To   reconcile  the  oppofing  difficulties  that*" 
attend  the  choice  of  fome  of  the  beft  of 
thofe  meafures,  is  one  of  the  moft  import- 
ant political  problems  tliaf  remains  yet  to 

be  folved  by  practice. 

■   1  • 

K     *  ' 

Coming  from  Spain,  by  this  route,  Por- 
tugal feems  to  have  the  advantage,  at  leaft 
in  thefe  northern  parts  of  it.  Others,  who 
come  from  Madrid  to  Lifbon,  on  com- 
paring the  two  nations,  do  not,  I  obferve, 
conceive  fuch  advantageous  opinions  of 
this :  but  in  that  route  they  pafs  through 
Alentejo,  and  fome  of  the  moft  barren  parts 
of  this  kingdom.  Here  we  prefently 
perceive  marks  of  greater  induftry  and 
plenty  than  in  Spain;  better  markets, 
farmers,  cattle,  ploughs,  fome  fences,  lime 
and  dther  manures ;  mor^  expert  carpen- 
ters   and   other  neceflary    trades ;    better 
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linen,  leather,  hkts,  more  drcfs  and  cleaa- 
linefs  on  holidays,  but  not  ia  their  houfes  j 
there  they  are  ftill  equally,  or  n^iore  dirty  and 
carelefs,  and  r^oiarkably  indifferent  about 
beds :  a  Portuguefe,  ftill  more  than  9.  Spa- 
niard, is  accuftpmed  to  fleep  any  where, 
J^ara  cllos^  to  da  la  calk  €s  cama^  Rut  here 
more  of  the  rural  tafte  for  country  bpufe« 
appears,  more  f^ill  and  induftry  in  convey- 
ing water,  and  in  the  laying  out  arid,  xpa? 
nagement  pf  thpir  grounds ;  .aud  this  tafte 
and  ftyle  of  improvemeiit  feem  to.  be  of 
old  ftanding,  and  to  have  been  formerly 
better  than  now :  there  are  ix^dicaitions  of 
formfer  fcience,  from  which  fome  of  th^ 
practice  ftill  remain? :  their  hiftory  aocounts 
for  it.  About  the  time  of  their  grjeat  dif- 
coveries  and  .eftahlifhments  in  the  eall,  you 
know,  they  were  a  learned  a;id  enterpriA 
ing  nation,  and  were  guf^^d  by  the  .firft 
royal  family  of  philojfophers  that  the  world 
had  feen  for  a  long  time  before :  ap.^  they 
have  probably  contributed  more  to^^rda 
the  improvement  of  mankind  than  any 
other  princes  in  modern  hiftory,  by  en^ 
f  ouraging  mathematical  and  j;^ujticaj[  know-' 
ledge,  and  prompting  a  fpirit  of  refearch 
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at>d  difbpvery,  which^  from  thein,  began  to 
ipread   over   Europe^     Much  fcience  an4 
good  feafc  appear  ia  many  of  their  efta- 
.bjiniments    au4    6peratioQs,    and   in    th^ 
ipirk  wit-h  which  Prince  Henry  placed  his 
academy  at  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  in  view  of 
the    oc^an   which   he   meant   to  explore. 
Their  flioney  w-^ights  and  jneafurej,  infty. 
t(g|:e4  tfeen,  ihew  mare  knowledge  of  true 
pniiciples  than  is  yet  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  government,      liike   us   at   preient, 
they  made  various  refearches  and  experi- 
ments  to  difcovtr    an   univerfal  ftandard 
meiyfure ;  and  after  all,  they  wifely  follow- 
ed the  Greeks  aiad  Romans ;  as  lately  dii^ 
covered  by  our    g<i)Qd   confui  Whitehead 
Here,  tc%*ethe.r  with  many   other  intereft- 
ing  particulars  conqernipg  thofe  refpe^ahle 
princes,  which  we  hope  he  will  cogimuni- 
cate  to  the  world. 

The  arts  generally  advance  together, 
and  it  appears,  that  agriculture  then  ' 
flouriihed  here  with  the  reft.  In  many 
places,  the  people  are  ftill  in  the  habits  of 
leading  water  a  great  way,  along  the  fidefe 
of  the  hills,  for  the  advantage  of  watering 
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a  great  extent  of  country  below ;  or  fome- 
times  to  bring  it  to  a  private  houfe  or 
'  cftate.  This,  with  their  early  methods  of 
diftributing  it  in  towns,  evince  a  know- 
ledge of  hydroftatics,  and  of  mathematical 
principles,  which  did  not  appear  in  public 
any  where  elfe  for  a  long  time  after.  And 
there  are  remains  of  country  feats  and  im- 
provements, fufficient  to  fhew  that  the 
nobility  had  then  a  tafte  for  a  country  life, 
and  encouraged  the  ufeful  arts  and  prolpe- 
rity  around  th?m. 

The  water  finders  form  a  feparate  trade 
or  profeflion  in  this  country.  They  pre- 
tend to  poffefs  fuperior  gifts  or  inflinds, 
and  to  be  a  diflin£b  race,  and  by  hieans  of 
a  few  hocus  pocus  tricks,  contrive  to  make  a 
great  myftery  of  their  profeflion.  I  be- 
lieve it  may  be  difcovered,  by  a  watchful 
attention,  pretty  nearly  where  to  dig  for 
water,  from  various  indications  of  nature ; 
as  from  the  make  or  fall  of  the  grounds, 
the  ftate  of  vegetation,  the  vifiblc  evaporar 
tion,  &C. 

This 
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This  little  kingdom  poflefles  two  very 
confiderable  advantages,  the  one  for  na- 
tional ftrength,  and  the  other  for  com- 
merce ;  its  land  frontier,  and  its  feal  coaft ; 
the  firft  is  defenfible  by  means  of  fome 
fkill  and  exertion,  and  not  fo  ftrong  by  na^ 
tare  as  to  induce  its  defenders  to  fleep ; 
and  the  coaft  feems  to  invite  the  whole 
worla  to  trade' with  them,  by  its  fituation, 
its  beauties,  ports,  and  produce. 
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Form^  &fr.    of  Portugal.      Vegetable    end 
animal  Ufi.  Cbarailer.  Count  la  Lif^. 

I  INTENDED  to  have  begun  my  very 
brief  account  xsf  this  pountry,  by  giving 
you  fome  general  idea  of  its  make  or  form; 
but  I  find  it  more  difficult  than  I  expedied. 
I  believe  f  mentioned  to  you,  or  friend  C, 
the   coaft  of  this  whole   peninfula  being 
like  a  lace  fet  round  an  old  garment,  and 
fbch   is   probably   the    cafe  with    Africa, 
Arabia,  and  all   the  peninfulas  and  con- 
tinents of  the  world.      This  coafl,  from 
Cape  Finifterre   to  Cape  St.  Vincent's,  is 
however  a  very  good  and  principal   part 
of  our   lace.      You   fee  in  the   map   the 
importance   of  its  geographical  fituation; 
open  to  the  great  ocean  where  the  fhips  of 
all  nations  pafs,   containing  the   mouths, 
and  the  beft  parts  of  the  heft  rivers  of  the 
peninfula  j  the  countries  on  their  banks  are 

the 
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j^e  mpi^  ifTtUf  and  ddightful,  %nd  very 
diffisrent  from  the  Spaaifh  plains,  whicH 
ttu^e  riyfrs  feepa  ,to  }¥ater  without  efFe^  j 
but  they  enrich  aad  beautify  the  mountains 
pf  Port^g^i,  ^IVi  might  ftill  be  made  to  do 
bot^L  ^p,ore  ^ffe^^^^ally.     To  the:  fouth,  thi» 
country  varies  into   larger  divifions,   ai;i4 
ifxqvj^  of  tjieip  fandy  ancJ  bs^rrcn.     Moft  g( 
Alentejo  feems  a  contintiadon  o£  the  greaf 
Spanifh  plain  of  Eftremadura  or  Guadiana, 
wh^ch  interrupt  a  little  tlie  rautghnefs  ^4 
mou»ntains   of  their   frontier}    but   Sierr^^ 
Ji^oren^;  preientjy  rifes  again    in  anothje^f 
dire6:ipp^  terminating  in  Cape  5t.  Vincci^t^ 
}ts  fkirts  and  vallies  fori^ing  .the  beautifuji 
Iktle  pQuntry  of  /^g^rye.     You  may  ob* 
ferve   ho^  the   rivj^r  Ovi^4j%na,    turning 
fudde^ly  \o  t)ie  left  ^  Bs^Jajos^  feem$  to 
farce  its  way  throiagh  the  range  of  Sierr^ 
Mprena,  wit^  immenfe '  precipices  for  it? 
h^n;ks.     If  it  h^d  gone  i^eight  for\yard  to 
the  fe?,  fomesvhei'e  to  thje  fppth  of  St.  Ubal, 
{US   we    fhould    naturally   e^peiSt  in    folf 
lowing  its  courfe  to  Badajos,  the  great  arid 
plains  of  Alentejp  ipight  have  been  bene- 
fited, by  it, 

In 
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In  this  peninfula,  there  feem  to  be  dif- 
ferent climates  in  the  fame  latitude,  which 
is  often  the  cafe  on  our  globe.     The  great 
Spanifh   plains,   and  the   Portuguefe  hills 
and  vallies,  though  under  the  fame  paral- 
lels, Ihew  fome  remarkable  differences  in 
foils,    plants,    animals,    and  the    general 
charddlers  of  animal  life.      This  is   more 
obfervable  in   Indoflan,    South    America, 
&c.     Thefe  Portuguefe  mountains,  firft  by 
their  rife,  and  then  by  their  gradual  de- 
fcent-into /he  Atlantic,  maybefaid  at  once 
to  form  the  country,  and  tcr  divide   and 
defend  it  from  Spain.     If  you  dabble  in 
natural  hiftory,    chufe  the   moft   effential 
iind  important  parts,  and  leave  the  minutiae 
to  others.     You  caniiot  btherwife  be  great 
*  as  a  foldier  and   a  fenator,  who  ought  to 
know  eyery  thing,  and  be  engrofled  by  no- 
thing.    I  wifh  you  to  begin  every  fubjeft 
fynthetically  from   general  principles,  like 
Euclid,  &c.     Though  fome  of  jrou  Englilh 
affect  to  defpife  BufFon,  I  like  his  method, 
and  his  ideas. 

M 

We  may  now  hope  to  know  the  relative 
keights  of  diftant  countries,  if  important, 

by 
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by    means   of  barometers.  -    At   General 
Elliot's  defire,  I  have  juft  been  meafuring 
jTome  of  the  heights  of  Gibraltar  by  Ramf- 
den's  portable  barometers:    I  believe  the 
method  may  be  made  to  anfwer  generally 
well,  by  the  help  of  Colonel  Roy's  correc- 
tions, which  may  be  yet  farther  improved 
by   experiment,  in   allowing  for  heat.     I 
believe  the  plains  of  Caftile,  for  example, 
will  be  found  to  be  higher  than  generally 
thought,  above  the  fea,  and  above  thofe  in 
France.^  The  plain   of  Granada  is   of  a 
confiderable    and   obvious   height,    which 
might  be  eafily   meafured^     Here,  if  we 
confider  the  length  and  fall  of  this  river 
Douro,  and  that  the  water  that  now  pafles 
my  window  may  come  from"^  beyond  Bur- 
gos,   Soria,    or  Avila,    and,    after   many 
windings  and  rapids,  has  gone  above  two 
hundred  leagues,   allowing  only  ten  feet 
fall  per  league,    gives  two  thoufand  feet 
height  for  the  great  plains  of  Old  Gaftile. 
Their  gr«at  height,  with  the  nature  of  the 
foil  and  ftrata,  may  be  among  the  caufes  of 
their  drought.  .      . 

*  t 
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Many  rf  the    Portiigdef^    vSifHie*    are 
KigMy  prodnftive  and  l^ixHrkttt :  a4id  ^^et 
I  think  the  produaioiSS  6t  flife^    *h<*  of 
feveral  other  warmei?  cdtertrifefe^  ire  not  fb 
rich  and  nutritive  A^  they  ajS^affy  £iAd  itet 
ittoft  of  the  fruits,  tf  w;tf  6kift^p»  Ihg  griif  e 
and  orange^  fh6W  betteif  thrffl  t!he^  are  m 
reality :  they  feem  to  mti  otttut  weak  and 
watery,  is  if  not  fufiBcIehri^  coticodled',  or 
nutritive  j  and  aa  if  foft^d  u]^^  ifl  k  ISattf 
by  fun  and  water,  Y^thotiif  ifeffibierif  t#Ac 
and  natural  cuftl^ition.    Afld  I  tHink  fome- 
thiftg  fimtlar  is  obfervallflte  fcoth  i»  Vege«ab!e 
aind  aniriial  life  here.  The  me<i,fRo6gh  often 
of  a  good  fqitetre  ntafce,and  affile  *f)jpearianice,- 
and  have  rtiatiy  other  good  qti^Hties  a)s?  iS&tn 
and  foldiers,  yet  few  of  tHciri  are  capable 
of  any  greact  and  continued  exertions  of 
ftrength,  refolution,  6r  perfevef-ahce.  Thfere 
i^  a  kind  of  female  feVity,  weaknefi^  *^ 
fehfibrlity  of  ch^afitef,  ^hicfi-  rendefs  them 
more  fubjc£l  t6  fudddn  fks  of  paffion:  than 
to*  lafting  habits.— Pecufiarljr   di(J)cifeiJ  to 
love  and  devotion  ;-^^)^itfr  mbre  fenfibility 
than  wifdom  ^-^pocos  y  locos^  the.Spaniards^ 
fay  of  them ; — they  refemble  the  French  in 

many 
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many  Vrays,  and  are  very  differtnt  frbtnf 
th*  Spaniards;  I  belfeve  we  father  ic^ 
found  thefe  tWo  neighbouring  natioftSi  aricf 
fancy  a  character  of  both  ^hich  fiiiW 
neither. 

Thbugh*  flie  fame  kind  of  gdvefhmenf 

arid  religion,  a  fimirarity  of  manners  and( 

opinions,  may  tave  trought  tlT^m  to  an* 

appare'tit  refemblance  in  tne  eyes  of  ftran* 

•  gers  }  yet  on  examination,^  tfiey  are  6bvi- 

outfy   of  a  different!  race   an^  ctarader. 

The  Portuguefe  is  naturally  the  moft  docile 

and   complaifant  of  all  cfeatures,  and  the 

Spaniard  the  mof?  otftinate :  the  otic  feems 

to  he  moved  by  a  kincf  of  volatile  feminine 

jTpirit  of  fenfibifityj-^  and  the  other  by  one 

of  a  nature  more  mafculinc,   fteady,  ob- 

durate,^   and  determine^:    the   one  obfe- 

quio\i6y  obedient  niuy  rendtdo  bq/ia  derri- 

tirfe  \  his  manner  and  language  the  moft 

feeling  a'na  carinofa ;  generally  defirotis  to 

pleafe^  ready  enough  to  learn  and  receive 

impreflfions,  and  may  be  formed  to  what 

you   defire ;    though^,  by  turns,    equally 

carelefs   and   incfolent,  weak^   changeable, 

luperftitious  ;*  he  forgets  fdbner  than  he 

5  had 
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had  learned.    Whereas  the  Spaniard  is  ever 
the  fame  proud,  obftinate,  ^^zy,  ^but  manly 
charadter,  and  will  not  eafily  receive  or  fol- 
low any  impreillons  or   motives   but  his 
own:  by  his  religion  and  loyalty  he  has 
been  enllaved,  which  by  any  other  means 
would  have  been  very  difficult :  with  a  high 
fenfibility,  and  a  determined  chara£ler,  he 
may  be  led  to  be  vindictive  and  cruel ;  with 
ftrong  nerves,  and  a  perfevering  miad,  he 
may  be  very  fit  for  defperate  enterprize  and 
conqueft.     But  as  fuch  qualities   are   not 
now  the  chief  requifites  in  the  character  of 
a  foldier,  nor  fo  well  adapted  to  the  ready 
obedience  and  a£tivity  of  modern  difcipline, 
I  would  perhaps  now  rather  chufe  to  recruit 
in  iPortiigal  than   in  Spain.     Indeed,  we 
have  lately  feen  a  great  oflScer,  Count  de 
la  Lippe,  form  a  very  good  little  army  of 
thefe  people,  in  lefs  time  than  could  pro- 
bably  have  been  done  with  the  people  of 
almofi  any  other  nation.     But  they  will 
foon  lofe  their  befl:  habits  and  difcipline,  if 
the  leaft  negleiSed,  and  ^ill  relapfe  into 
their  ufual  iloth  and  indolence,  of  which 
there  is  already  tqo  much  appearance:  al- 
ready 
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ready  lulled  to  Ileep  by  falfe  policy  and  re- 
ligion, every  thing  feems  now  negleded 
except  the  church :  their  moft  devout  fo- 
vereigns  amufe  them ,  with  religious  pro- 
ceffions,'  with  building  convents  and 
-churches  ;  vvhile  the  ^rmy,  the  ^arrifons, 
the"  navy,  are  all  negleded,  and  half  the 
commiilions  left  vacant^  If  fuch  meafure& 
are  continued,  they  cannot  long  be  fit  for 
-war,'  and  hence  not  very  long  a  nation. 

4  In  every,  country  fomething  of  import* 
ance  may  be  learned.  To  follow  the  ideas 
of  that  great  officer  Count  de  la  Lippe, 
and  fee  what  he  did,  and  intended!,  for  the 
defence  of  this  country,  \^ould  be  one  of 
the  fineft  military  leflbns  you  could  havei 
You  (hould  fee  Elvas,  which  he  fortified, 
and  examine  all  his  excellent  ideas  of  for-  ^ 
tification  and  artillery ;  his  fafe  flanks,  para-^ 
pets,  refources,.  carriages,  mpdes  of  oecono- 
mifing  power  and  fpace,  of  making  powder, 
in  ihort  his  excellent  ideas  on  almoft 
every  military  fubje(3; :  and  then  his  general 
plans  of  defending  this  frontier,  and'  of  at- 
tacking Spain. 

Vol.  U.  E  c 
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LETTER    III. 

Policy.     Indujirj^     Qbara&cr.     Law^ 

THIS  little  nation,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  their  late  minifter^  tlie  M 
de  Foihb^l,.  wi^h  all  bis  f^^ults^mdcruekies^ 
had  certainly  begun  to  make  fome  material 
advances  and  exertions,  and  to  be  again 
confidered  as  of  fome  importance  in   the 
fcale   of  Europe,    ^  Thofe   advances    were 
chiefly  owing  to  an  intimate  connexion 
with  England,  and  an   enmity  to  Spain: 
both  thefe   powerful  motives  to  national 
exertion,  it  is  feared,  are  now  faft  wearing 
but,  and  no  other  caA  probably  remain, 
Tufficient   to    fuppOrt   their    adivity,    and 
prevent  the  fabric;  fo  little  2ldvanced,  from 
falling  to  ruin.    The  prefent  weak  policy, 
of  fecretly  courting  the  friendlhip  of  their 
natural  enemy,  will  probably  be  produdlive 
of  the  worft  confequences  to  thqm.     It  is 
to  be  feared,  from  the  Quecn-mother's  late 

journey 
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Journey  to  Madrid^  that  Portugal  may  now 
fee  confidef^d  aft  krt  appendage  to  Spain, 
And   a  nwtflber  'oif  the  Bourbon  alliance. 
Such  are  the  c^rifequencee  of  your  mad 
A^et-kkn  W^t;  our  atUe^iwiU  all  forfake 
us,  from  an  opirildn  of  ^otir  inevitable  de- 
cline, and  of  the  rife  of  i^merica.     Thefe 
conliderations,  befideshei;  family  motives, 
might  'detWmine  this  fehfible  old  Queen  to 
place  this  Mrigdom  *x|nder  *  the  tutelage  of 
Don   Carlos.      But  tKougTi   apparently  a 
prudent  meafure,  it  will  be  found,  in  time, 
to  have  been  but  a  Hafty'and  timid  female 
policy,  and  woiild  not  have  happened  in 
the  times  of  a  Fombal  or  a  Pitt.     Though 
this  kingdom  may  foon  become  again  a 
province  to  Spain,  that  monarchy,  which 
is  already  too  large  to  be  well  governed,  is 
not  likely  to  gain  much  additional  force  or 
advantage  by  the  acquifition.     And  as  the 
'  other  nations  will  hardly  agree  to  fuch  a 
change  without  a  war,    in  that  war  will 
confift  the  only  chance  of  fafety  for  Portu- 
gal, provided  fhe  can  be  kept  up  to  any 
tolerable  degree  of  military  preparation ; 
but  this  we  (hall  now  fee  Spain  exerting 

Ec  2  aU 
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all  her  fecret  influence  to  prevent*  Indeed, 
if  Spain  could  recover  her  ancient  govern- 
ment, and  then  add  and  incorporate  Portu- 
gal, the  advantages  might  be  very  con- 
fiderable  to  both,  and  this  peninfula  might 

rife  to  be  a  very  great  nation. 

\  # 

Th*e  feeds  oF  improvement  have    again 
been  fown  in  this  country  with   thofe  of 
•luxury,  though  the  produce  now  again  be- 
comes. doubtfuL     Their  wants  have   been 
lately  increafing,  and  thofe  muft  increafe 
the  demand  for  the  exertions  of  induftry 
fomewhere ;    hence    more    improvements 
have  been  attempted  her^  than  in  Spain ; 
and  being  of  a  more  governable  fize, .  their 
attempts   have  generally  fucceeded  better. 
In  the  northern  provinces  of  this  penin- 
fula, and  in  Catalonia,  the  people  are  the 
mod  Induftrious,  and  their  induftry  is  fup- 
ported   undet .  many  oppreilions,   becaufe 
they  are  now  accuftomed  to  live  well.   The 
Portuguefe  are  more   adive  and   diligent 
fince  they  began  to  love  fine  cloaths,  and 
fince  their  pride  has  changed  its  objeds, 
froni  the  black  cloak  and  fpedfeacles,  with 

an 
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it 

Sin  affcdation  of  fandlity  and  wifdom,  and 

having  nothing  to  Jo;  though  fome  fuch 

.people  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in  certain  parts  of 

both  thefe  kingdom's.     Certain  kinds  and 

degrees  of  luxury  and  expence  become  a 

fource  of  activity  among  the  people.     It 

iwere  to  be  wifhed  you  could  change  the 

tafte  of  fome  of  your  lower  Elafles,  from 

;  drinking,  to  other  more  elegant  and  ufeful 

pleafures.    The  puritanifm  of  your  reform- 

:  ation,  and  your  wretched  Sunday  police,, 

:  are  the  Ibufces  of  low  debauch ;  impedi- 

•  ments  and  misfortunes  to  an  induftrious 

;  nation.     Might  you  not  now  venture  ,to 

;  open  your  theatres  on  Sundays?  and  re- 

;  publifh  King  James's  book  of  fports,  with 

{  corredlions  and  amendments  ?  After  church 

and  fchool  hours,  let  the  young  and  old 

take  fome  diverfions,  fuch  as  tend  to  pro- 

;  mote  drefs,  and  difcourage  druhkennefs.      * 

•■  •     •  •  ♦ 

The  people  of  this  natiop,  as  you  may 
obferve  in  their  hiftory,  are  remarkable  for 
fudden  changes,  without  fufficient  fore*- 
thought.  Their  two  great'  revolutions  were 
both  quick  and  violent,  and  equally  with- 

E  e  3  '     ■       out 
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out  plan,  or  fyftem  of  government  ;  firft 

their  recovery  from  the  Moors,  and  then 

from  Spain,  whofc  depredations  they  muft 

yet  long  feel.     After  admiring  them  as  the 

difcoverers  and  conquerors  of  the  Eaft,  we 

are  prefently  fuTprifed  to  fee 'them  fo  eafily 

beaten  and  fubdued  by  the  firft  European 

«power  that  follows  them  there.     I   have 

fomewhere  learned  an  anecdote,  that  foon 

aft^r  thpfe  learned  times  of  Emanuel,  an 

enquiry  was  made  for  any  one  who  could 

tea9h  algebra  to  one  of  the  princes,  and 

that  no  fuch  perfon  could  be  found  in  the 

king4Qni.     Such  men  as  Pombal  acid  La 

^.ippe,  you  fee.  could  fuddenly  turn  them 

i^gain  into  a  relpcQable  power,  and  almoil 

^n  induftrious  people ;  and  now  we  already 

begin  to  fee .  them  becoming  very  quickly 

as  Idle,   corrnpted^    and   fuperftitious    as 

ever.     On  ponfidering  them  individually, 

we  find  more  than  ordinary  inconfiftehcies 

in  their  conduct  and  charadier:  fuch  as  the 

moft  penurious  avarice,  joined  to  a  thoughN 

lefs  floth>  love  of  idlenef^  and  pleafure : 

and  very  c^pofite  paffions.  feem  to.  aduatc 

them  by  turps,  an^  in  very  ^uick  fuccef* 

fion* 
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{ton.     They  are  like  ovefrgrown  children, 

always  falling  before  temptation,  and  aU 

ways  making  frefh  and  inefFeQ:ual  refolu-' 

tions :  and  the  Roman  Catholic  fuperftition 

remarkably   promotes  this   weaknefs,  and 

purpofely  debilitates  the  human  charadler, 

in  order  to  render  it  more  manageable  by 

the   priefthbod.     Like  children   too,  they 

are   bften   amiable  and   endeiringj    their 

political  bad  fuccefs  bas  not  been  owing  to 

their  charader,  but,  as  ufual,  to  their/g/?- 

tive  bad  religion,  and  to  their  negative  bad . 

government,  or  total  want  of  a  civil  confti- 

tutioii :  nay,  it  is  perhaps, the  very  charac-^* 

ter  that  a  great  lawgiver  (if  fuch  a  beitig 

could  yet  be  produced)  woxJd  chufe  to  work 

wpon. 

From  the  example  of  thefe  two  nations^ 
we  fhould  be  tempted  to  believe,  that  where 
there  is  moft  law,  there  is  lead  juflice ;  a& 
well  as  with  the  greateft  appearance  of  re-* 
ligion,  the  leaft  moral  conduct.  This  coun* 
try  is  likewife  oviarwhelmed  with  laws  and 
lawyers,  with  needleis  and  numerous  re- 
gulations^ 9II  of  wfaoch  feem  to  cmbarrafs 

£  e  4  much 


' 


424     LETTERS   FHQM   PORTUGAL 

much   more   ths^n    they   rcfiifjr:    various 

writings  arc  neceflary  on  every  the  fmalleft 

tranfadion,  and  all  are  founfl  infufficient: 

hardly  any  houfe  can  be  finitihed^  or   any 

property  pofleiTed,  vvithout  tedious  an4  re* 

peated  law-fuits :  the  fale  of*  the  foialleft 

thing  by  audtion  mud  be  attended  with 

writings  ;  but  fecurity  is  thence  diminifh- 

cd ;  and  one  tedious  procefs,  carried  Jthrough 

all  the  fucceiRve  appeals  and  trihux^ls,  may 

only  prove  the  fource  of  many  others  in 

future ;  the   lofer  revives  his  pretenfions 

on  the  firft  change  of  fyftem,  or  of  friends 

at  court.     Juftice,  and  every  thing  in  ibefe 

two  nations^  is  obtained  by  impcnos.     You 

fee  there  cannot  ibe  any  permanent  fecurity 

of  property,   or  certainty  of  juftice,   nor 

i/ideed  any  confiderable  advances  in  arts  or 

induftry,  without  a  free   and  permanent 

conftitution  of  the  ftate. 

In  the  courfe  of  civilizsition,  of  arts  and 
refinemieijt,  the  great  and  increafing  body 
qf  lawyers  probably  merit  more  attention 
and  regulation  than  has  been  mfually  be* 
flowed  on  them.     Every  fociety  of  human 

beings, 
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"beings,  be  it  a  nation,  a  corporation,  or  a 
coAipany,  we  know  will  aft  with  a  certain 
iecret  efprit  de  corps ^  or  bias  towards  its 
own  interefls^  againll  all  mankind.;  and  iu 
a  manner  more  unjuft  and  unfeeHng  than 
individuals :  and  every  corporate  body,  if 
not  controlled,  would  tyrannize  over  all  the 
reft.      Hence  the  great  difficulties  of  re- 
gulating the  leflTer  bodies,  of  which  the 
great   one,  the   nation,   confifts;    and   of 
forming  a  fyftem  of  government,  whercia 
the  different  parts  may  not  combine  againft 
the  reft  of  the  community.     If  any  nation 
fhomld  ever,  through  ,all  the  fteps  of  im- 
provement,   efcape.  every  other   yoke,   it 
may  at  laft  fall  a  prey  tp  law  itfelf;  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  property,  and  thence' 
the  government,  might  be:  gradually  thrown 
into   the  hands    of  a  powerful   body   of 
lawyers.     They  have  "many  advantages  in 
^efe  countries,    where  there  are  fo   few 
gentlemen  ftudents  of  law,  and  where  the 
people  are  fo  univerfally  ignorant.     I  think 
they  everywhere  didiate  the  terms  or  words 
of  moft  laws,  and  by  that  means,  probably, 
preate  much  work  for  future  members  of 

their 
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their  corps,  in  future  interpretations.      I 
leavie  you  to  inveftigate  the  confequences. 
The  termination  of  moft  governments  feems 
to  be  that  of  abfolute  monarchy,  as  the  laft 
defperate   remedy ;   and  of  the   dtfierent 
fpecies  of  tyranny,  it  is  perhaps  the  moft 
tolerable,  at  leaft  in  Europe.    As  the  befl 
and  moil  durable  form  of  fociety  is  pro- 
bably that  "vvhich  confifts  of  the  moft  com- 
plete fyftem  of  mutual  control,  and  as  you 
are  confefledly  before  the  reft  df  the  world 
in  thefe,  if  you  can  but  go  on  to  improve 
when  neceflary,  your  government  bids  fair 
to  outlive  the  reft }  and  in  the  Britifh  Ifes, 
after  the  general  wreck,  fome  remnants  of 
loft  liberty  mzj  long  remain. 
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LETTER    IV. 

Jdcmners  and  Education.     Inqui/iiorial  and, 
Monq/iic  Spirit.      Toleration.     Romijk ' 
Churchy  ^c, 

NO.^-A  diaiaot  forget  my  favourite  text, 
and  (hmild  perhaps  have  added  in  my 
laft,  if  there  had  been  room ^  that  it  is  only 
by  manners  and  education  that  nations^  or 
their  goYernments,  can  be  rdftored :  thofe 
muft  rife  and  fall  together.  Your  great, 
Bacons,  MiltonSy  Lockes,  &c«  have  all 
feen  and  infilled  much  on  the  importance 
of  education  j  and  we  are  forry  to  fee  their 
opinion  has  had  fo  little  efFeft.  In  fome 
ancient  nations,  proper  teachers,  the  philo* 
ibphers,  and  others,  were  probably  men  of 
more  confequence  in  fociety  than  fuch  men 
a^re  with  yxs.  A  good  fchool  in  each  of 
your  parifhes  would  remedy  more  evils, 
and  ukimatdy  improve  the  conilitutian  of 
your  government  more,  than  all  your  ef- 

5  farts 
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forts  without  them.     I  have  been  told,  that 
Charles  I.  had  fome  good  plans  on  this  fub- 
je£t,  and  might  have  done  fome  good  if  he 
had  been  let  alone.     I  think  we  are  nearly 
agreed,  that  the  general  fuperiority  of  the 
lower  ranks  in  the  northern  parts*  of  our 
ifland   is  owing  to  their   education ;   and 
that  the  ignorance  of  your  country  fquires 
becoming  almofl  proverbial,  muft  have  had 
fome  foundation :  nay,  I  fear  your  prelent 
public  danger  and  probable  decline  might 
be  traced  to  the  fame  fource;  the  abfurdity 
of  fome  late  meafures  cannot  well  be  un- 
derftood,    nor  explained,   without  takhg 
ignorance  into  the  account.     So  many  in- 
dependent country  gentlemen,  if  they  had 
had  a    tolerable    education,   with    a  little 
travel   and   knowledge' of  foreign  affairs, 
could  never  furely  have  been  brought  to 
agree  to  fuch  meafures  as  that  of  taxing 
their  own  colonies  in  any  other  way  but 
their  own ;  or  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe, 
to^  that  of  carrying  a  war  acrofs  the  At- 
lantic, under  fuch   obvious  difadvantagcs, 
and  againft  the  prejudices  of  all  the  world, 
to  fubdue  what  could  never  be  worth  the 
•    •  '       •  conqueft  j 
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conqueft;  aad  then  to  the  beginning  at  the 
wrong r end,  and  in  the  wrong  way;  and 
without  knowing  the  nature  of  the  tools 
they  had  to  work  with,  or  of  the .  materials 
they  had  to  work  upon,  or  even  the  trile 
ftate  of  parties  and  affairs  at  home:  How 
are  we  to  account  for  fo  much  ignorance 
and  illiberality  in  thp  firft  and  moft  ge- 
nerous nakon  of  Europe,  or  of  the  world  ? 

On  enquiring  after  fome  old  friends  and 
acquaintance  here,  military  and  others, 
men  of  merit  and  information;  alas!  we 
find  they  are  almoft  all  gone  to  the  Inquifi- 
tion :  that  horrid  tribunal,  it  feehis,  is 
again  let  loofe.in  this  reign  againft  real  merit 
and  knowledge.  The  men  moft  likely  to 
improve  their  brethren  have  ever  been  the 
moft  obnoxious  to  this  churchy  The  Ro- 
man Catholic  fyftem,  from  the  time  of  its 
be^g  eftabliflbed  in  its  full  inquifitorial  and 
monaftic  feverity,  has  furely  been  more 
inimical  to  the  advancement  of  human 
knowledge  and  improvement,  than  any 
other  fuperftition  that  ever  was  invented ; 
it  feems  better  calculated  to  deftroy  Ml  the 
little  remnants  of  happinefs  that  civil  ty- 
ranny 
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ranny  might  be  forced  or  chufe  to  Ipare  l 
and  nothing  could  well  have  been  contrived 
to  render  men  more  ufelefs  to  fociety,  more 
detached,  more  indiSerent/ and  often  ini-* 
inical,  to  each  other.  Profeffing  to  teach 
univerfal  benevolence,  it  has  in  eSkOt  made 
them  hate  and*  perfecute  one  another.  But 
it  has  been  inftituted  with  fo  much  art,  that 
it  cannot  be  eafily  changed  or  removed, 
and  we  know  the  difficulties  of  reforming 
it :  till  that  is  more  efFedlually  accomplifh- 
ed,  its  profeflbrs  will  contrive,  to  throw  the 
blame  of  all  the  mifchief  it  dccafions  on 
their  opponents.  They  have  here  fuQceed- 
ed  wonderfully  "well  in  creating  a  fure  va- 
cancy for  themfelves,  by  rendering  the  civil 
power  incompetent  to  govern  the  minds  of 
the  people,  fo  as  to  render  their  own  fup- 
jplemental  aid  neceflary.  The  Romifh'con- 
clave  has  probably  been,  the  moft  artful 
body  of  politicians  known  in  hiftory.  Th'ey 
have,  as  they  thought,  ufed  precautions 
againft  every  danger,  and  prepared  a  falve 
for  every  fore.  They  have  had  a  hand  in 
all  the  inftitutions  of  importaoce  to  fociety: 
in  education,  marriage,  inheritance^     Al- 
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moil  every  tribunal  has  been  inftituted,  in-» 
fluenced,  or  controlled,  by  the  church.  If 
every  other  guard  and  precaution  fhould 
fail,  they  had  the  bugbears  of  fuperflition 
always  ready  to  frighten  reafan  out  of*  her 
way.  But  that  church  .may  now  ibon  ferve 
the  world  as.  an  e25;aii)ple,  to  fhew  hc&w  in- 
iufEcient  artifice  alone  is  to  govern  manr^ 
kind,  and  that  plain  honefty  and  pcrfe^ 
verance  may  hope  to:  prevail  againfl:  all  iia- 
pofition. 

Every  church  probably  requires  the 
wholefome  hand  of  control  a^  much,  at 
leaft,  as  any  other  power  in  the  ft  ate.  To 
hit  the  pTQper  medium  is  4oubtlefs  rather 
difficult  J  how  to  encourage  ufefiil  le^arning, 
religion,'  and  morality,  fince  thefe  'have? 
been  joined)  without  giving  to  their  teachers 
any  dangerous  power  or  in^uence :  they 
xf^nSt  hav«  Tome,  and  will  acquire  more : 
How  prevent  their  making  any  improper 
tife  of  it  ?  Permitting  them  to  acquire,  per- 
fonally,  a  cenforial  power  atjd  inJHuencei^. 
and  prevent  their  employing  any  of  it  po- 
Jitically,  or  as  a  body,  are  real  difficulties  ? 
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ia  the  furmounting  of  thefe,  however^  yoil 
have  made  confiderable  progreft^  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  you-  may  ftill  go  farther.     A 
general  and  perieft  toleration  muft  be  the 
point  towards  which  you  fhonld  gradually 
moVe.     I  can  never  fee  any  fufficient  rea- 
fons,  why  ypur  church  government  might 
not  fafely  admit  of  much  greater  latitude  to 
the  officiating  clergy  in  forms  and  opinions ; 
nor  can  I  perceive  why  any  fpeculative  opi- 
nions fhould  difqualify  a  man  for  any  office 
that  he  is  willing  and  able  to  filL      He 
ihould  rather  be  encouraged  to  try :   official 
pradlice  and  duties  would  gradually   wear 
off  the  noxious  edge  of  the  ihoft   inimical 
fpeculations.     It  is  high  time  to  hazard  a 
trial.  Unlefs  yoi;  enlarge  the  pale  of  church 
and  ftate,  how  are  all  yoyr  outcaft  fheep 
ever  to  come  in?  or  how  is  a  reconciliation 
to  be  expedted  ?  I  fee  nothing  to  fear,  but 
much  to  hope,  from  the  hypocrify  of  co* 
formity :  but  of  that  conformity^,  firft  make 
the  fteps  few  and  eafy,  and  not  difhonour- 
able.     You  have  got  fo  far  as  to  preach  up 
toltration,    but  you  fail  in  the  pradlice: 
your  profefled  priticijJes,  and  their  nume- 
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rou8  exceptions,  deftroy  each  other. .  In  the 
fame  breath  with  which  you  teach  religious 
liberty,  you  abhor  aftd  anathematife  the 
other 'fefts  of  chriftiails.  Your  church 
cannot^jtidge  in  its ,  own  caufe,  and  I  am 
forry  to  fee  the  ftate  judge  fo  little  better. 
Even  your  wife  and  temperate  divines,  of 
whom  you  have  many,  when  they  come 
to  particulars,  and  to  the  pradice,  are 
fcarcely  proof  againft  the  bugbear  dangers 
of  oppofite  and  feemiilgly  hurtful  princi^ 
pies;  though  the  pradkice  and  hiftory  of 
the  world,  and  even  of  their  own  religion, 
have  fhewn  us  that  the  lion  and  the  lamb 
may,  by  habit,  be  brought  to  live  together. 
Our  reformation  has,  doubtlefs,  had  the 
merit  of  reftoring  to  Chriftianity  much  of 
her  original  mild  and  humane  temper ; 
artd  you  are  happily  not  now  fo  fenfible  as 
We'  are  here,  of  the  mifchiefs  of  fuper- 
abundant  zeal,  and  religious  antipathies. 

In  moft  fubjeds,  but  more  efpfeciallyin 
the  fpeculative  and  uncertain,  men  muft 
differ  in  opinion,  and  a  variety,  rather  than 
uniformity  in  religious  fentiments,  feems 
.  Vol.  II.  Ff  -to 


'  / 


434.     JyETT^B^S   FROM  PORTUOAL. 

to  hai^  beei^  tbe  i^t^ti^  of  this  AutbGa* 
of  nature.  Religio!)  feems  np^^Skry  to 
moil:  men,  and  capb  is  CAjdtlod  to  tfe^  of 
bi9  own  choice.  The  utility  is  gbvioua  of 
toax^  QK>ral  teacbersy  a|i4  pvtt^aps  tjbey 
0xould  be  paid  «t  leaft  'm  part  by  th$  ftatej 
but  of  thi3  I  am  doubtf]»L  {t  nd^ht  be 
well  if  the  pay  and  reward  of  every  pro- 
feflion  could  be  made  to  di^pead  chiefly  m 
their  own  merits,  :and  diligence  towards 
thofe  they  ferve.  I  am  told  that  £bme  of 
our  governments  in  America  migiit  ferre 
the  world  as  patterns  in  this,  that  they  fuf 
ceed  much  better  for  haiang  no  (bte  re^ 
hgion  or  eftabliihmcnt,  and  that  the  peofk 
are  found  to  be  quite  competeat  to  the 
in^nagemeut  of  all  that  {^n^ibr  theoi* 
felves. 

You  will  perceiye,.  thsd:  in  givijgg  you 
my  doubts  and  opinions  op.  ithefe  contro- 
verted fubjeds,  I  fpeak  politically,  and  as 
a  laymant  Some  of  our  fcientlfic  fidends, 
who  have  likewife  feen  and  ftmdled  tbe 
world  in  different  countries,  may  be  afele 
to  reconcile  iikok  and  other  poUtkonreli^ 
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^qm  .di^ultiea,  which,  tQxi»e,  999fi9X  Kq 
liavp  bsecoB^e  ib  CQmpJic^ted  witji  PW  gpr 
v^lrnjmefflijs  as  t;o  requii-e  the  golitic&l  ^nA 
piTjjdjBfitial  \ffM9m  f>{  .*ges  yet  tp  Aoi»e,  iJ> 
ofc^er  to  arrange,  fijiipljfy,  ^d  f^tje  thaa 
a&  th^ay  o^&ht  to  be.  Nor  cm  I  prftteiwJ 
tQ  dl^cid^e  qn  the  pxpporijp.n  of  gpQ4  or 
^Vfflt  th^t  hj^jj  Jxeefl.  iffue  by  iecclefi«ftic»l 
©ft^ifiwiients  in  geaeral,  jthtQ^gh  I  timk 
it  ii  evident  .enough  here,  that  the  baJance 
i£  on  ths  Me  o£  t^e  latiter ;  and  that  fuoli 
ia3tftijtUitiQa8  have  been  n^uch  more  liable  to 
abufes  than  productive  of  benefits^  in  jthis^ 
and  fdverai  other  caunixies.  It  is  truly 
aitnnifhing,  and  will  be  fHll  more  fo  to  aa 
enlightened  pofterity,  how  fuch  nations  as 
thefe,  wliich'  are  icarcely  able  to  ibpport 
them&lves,  ihould  ijaaintain  in  affluence  a 
fet  ojf  jnen,  only  to  miflead,  to  tyrannize 
over,  and  devour  them. 

In  this  Hjiantjer  was  I  writing  to  you, 
^hen  I  received  youjrs  almoll  on  the  fame 
fubje/fls.  Your  account  of  thofe  flxange 
fanatical  riots  in  your  capital,  did  not  fur- 
prize  me  fo  much  as  you  may  imagine.    I 
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ihould  exped:  fuch  things  to  happen  oftener 
in  fome  part  or  other  of  the  country.     I 
have  frequently  mentioned,  that  the  ipirit 
of  fanaticifm  ftill  exifls  among  the  people 
almoft  every  where,  and  that  it  is  not  fuf- 
ficiently  known  or  underftood  by  the  fu- 
perior  ranks  of  men.  We  ought  to  be  thank- 
ful that  religious  wars  have  ceafed  fo  long, 
and  that  a  little  time  is  given  to  reafon  tore* 
cover  herfelf.    If  reafon  could  acquire  zeal 
and  energy  enough  to  make  the  moft  of  the 
occaiion,  fomething  might  perhaps  be  efta- 
blifhed  to  keep  fanaticifm  quiet  till  fhe  lofe 
V  or  change  her  name  and  temper.     I  agree 
with  you,  that  a  perfect  toleration  would 
be  the  beft  remedy ;  but  where  is  it  to  be 
found?    unlefs  it   be  in  North   America. 
Till  the  civil  and  religious  conftitution  of 
your  governments  can  be  formed  on  prin- 
ciples of  mental  freedom,  there  cannot  be 
much  fecurity  of  peace.    While  we  depend 
on   the   accidental   balance   of   kGts    and 
parties,    which    is   fo   fubjedl   to  gradual 
changes,  religious  war  is  not  baniflied  ;  fhe 
only  remains  quiet  till  employed  by  fome 
powerful  hypocrite  or  enthufiaft.     And  if 

you 
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you  wait  till  then,  Pi:oteftantifm  may  prove 
the  weakeft  fide.  Reformers,  after  their  firft 
fervours,  muft  probably  continue  to  grow 
more  lukewarm,  and  divided  among  them- 
.ielves;  the  philofophic  apathy  of  their  li- 
beral and  learned  members  is  but  ill-fuited 
to  cope  with  the  zeal  and  affiduity,  the 
unity  and  enmity,  of  their  opponents.     I 
fear  we  cannot  foon  Jiope  for  a  complete 
toleration j  nor  expert  .the  church  vojun^ 
tarily  to  grant  places  and  power  to  their 
.enemies,  which  they  probably  are,  while 
treated  a^ucht 

However,  toleration  being  the  only  re- 
medy, and  hence  the  objedl  to  be  kept  in 
view,  let  us  npt  lofe  fight  of  it :  and  it, 
muft  be  purfaed  with  that  philofophic  tem- 
per which  is  fit  for  legiflatipn,  though  not 
for  fighting.  We  muft  often  accept  of 
partial  benefits^  and  fhould  not  refufe  ai 
part  becaufe  we  cannot  have  the  whole,  nor 
rejed:  laws  for  being  only  partially  liberal 
and  wife.  Though  we*  cannot  arrive  at 
perfedion,  let  us  not  negle£t  the  fteps  of 
approximation  within  our  power.     Such  is 

F  f  3  the 


438     LETtERS  FkOM  PORTt/GAt. 

the  cdnd}tk)n  of  h^iman  afiairs :  we  ffiuft 
work  with  the  took,  and  with  mankind^  ais 
^e  fiiid  them,  and  build  oUr  fyftems  on  the 
hahit^  and  principles  already  eftabliflied, 
with  a  vitw  only  to  gradual  improvement 
We  itiuft  not  quarrel  with  the  human  race, 
tttd  give  them  up  in  defpair,  becaufe  we  fee 
them  fo  often  employed  in  eftabliihing  falfe 
principles,  and  then  labouring  to  avert  and 
correft  their  confcquence«,  by  Which  the 
litmoft  exertion  of  human  wifdom  is  wafted 
in  patching  and  ndending  iu  own  errors. 
We  fee  many  abufes  in  fociety  that  muft 
be  left  to  grow  big  enough  for  a  remedy, 
and  become  of  a  certain  magnitude  to  de- 
ferve  a  law  which,  like  all  other  remedies 
in  nature,  is  itfelf  an  evil;  and  we'  niuft 
wait  till  the  iremedy  becomes  the  leffer  evil 
before  it  is  applied.  By  watching  and 
managing  occaiions,  more  coiiiceflions  may 
be  gradually  obtained  in  favour  of  the  na-^ 
tural  freedom  of  opinion;  taking  care 
peither  to  awaken  thofe  inclined  to  fleep 
within  the  eftabliflied  church,  nof  ^larm 
tine  watphful  bigots  without, 

Tolera^ 


EETTERS   FROM   POKTUOAL.     4^ 

Toleration,  though  not  yet  com'pletely 
ftffainable  where  there  is  a  ilate  relig^oni 
i^vould  however  be  fonnd  fo  advantageous 
to  all,  that  it  might  probably  keep  its  ground 
if  once  admitted*  It  is  perhaps  for  its  ex* 
^elience  that  this  remedy  is  fo  hated  and 
dreaded  by  the  Rofnifh  church.  But  neither 
t6Jeta!tion,  not  prDt^smifm,  can  be  faft 
While  any  6f  the  m^tifaiUc  or  inquifitorial 
l^ifit  remaira  in  Europe*  In  that  fpirit 
y6u  Amy  ftill  fee  f^^r  moft  powerful  ene* 
iny.  Mohachifm  and  pfoteftantifm,  likt 
^re  and  water,  cannot  long  cxift  togeth^ 
in  this  great  Eutc^eari  republic,  and  ftiH 
lefs  in  the  fartie  Nation.  In  that  natural 
xvai*.  Which  muft  ever  fecretly  fubfift  be- 
tween theto,  the  former  muft  probably 
conquer  at  laft,  if  not  gradually  extirpated 
in  due  time,  and  while  it  can  be  done  with 
temper  and  moderation.  It  ftifl  poffeffes 
all  the  advantages  of  a  tegular  ftanding 
army,  over  an  irregular  ,and  unconriefted 
imlitia. 

It  is  the  variety  of  opinions,  jfb  wifely 
ordered  by  nature,  that  now  fav&  men 
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horn  the  perfecutions  of  each  other.     The 
moft  (ingular  opinions  have  been   indi- 
vidually propagated  without  inconvenience 
to  the  public.     Common  ties  and  duties 
guide  men  while  in   fociety ;    it  is   only 
when  they  leave  it,  and  become  members 
of  other  communities,  that  their  opinions 
can  have  any  influence  that  concerns  the 
ftatCt     The  fpirit  and  efFeds  of  all  poflible 
corporate  bodies  of  men,  feparated  from 
the  reft  of  the  naticgi,  have  not  yet,  I  think, 
been  fufEciently  ftudied.     The  objeft,  de- 
grees, and  terms   of  fuch  feparadon,  are 
known  to  be  of  importance,  but  they  have 
not  yet  been  well  meafured  and  eftimated. 
Separate  bodies,  or  aflbciations,  can  only 
be  admiflible  on  condition  of  thdir  injur- 
ing neither  the  public,  nor  any  individual. 
The  Romifh  church,  and  her  incorporate 
bodies  of  monaftic  orders,  have  far  tranf- 
greffed  thofe    eflential   conditions.      And 
thofe  armies  of  veterans,  fo   wotjderfiiUy 
formed  and  united  on  the  moft  urmaturjil 
objedts  and  principles,  with  the  Pope  aC 
their  head,  have  proved  the  moft  formid- 
gble  enemy  that  evei:  was  raifed  againft 
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reafon,  liberty,  and  nature ;  by  them  the 
Fcpifti  fyftem  has  been  well  fupported,  and 
may  poffibly  yet  be  reftored.  liF  that  fyftem 
could  have  been  completely  eftablifhed  on 
its  profeffed  principles,  confidering  only  a 
future  ftate,  and  not  this  life,  as  worthy  of 
our  care  and  attention,  it  muft  have  been 
immtoveable,  or  have  put  an  end  to  fociety, 
or  the  human  race,   of  which  there  was 
indeed  orice  fome  appearance  of  danger, 
during  the  firft  fervours  of  that  feclulivc 
nionaftic  mania.      Though  monafterles  be- 
came afterwards  of  fome  ufe,  and  ferved  at 
times  as  afylums  againft  oppreflion,  or  as 
^^epofitpries  of  declining  knowledge  and  in- 
duftry ;  but  when  their  utility  ceafed,  they 
became  a  burden  to  fociety,  or  worfe,  and 
ought  long  ago  to  have  been  abolifhed,  if 
the  rapacity  of  princes  and  governments 
could  be  trufted  with  the  difpofal  of  their 
property  for  the  public  good.     Fortunately 
their  abfurd  principles,  though  fo  artfully 
propagated  as  to  fucceed  beyond  belief,  had 
however  to  labour  fo  iliuch  againft  human 
nature,  that  (he  at  length  proved  too  ftrong 
for  them :  but  in  the  conteft,  Ihe  has  not 

come 
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come  off  without  injury,  lofa  of  time^  sad 
force*  The  human  charader^  fo  lotig  ia 
the  fliackles  of  fuperftition,  tnttf  neyer 
again  be  able  to  walk  well  without  them^ 
nor  recover  her  natilral  poWer  and  energy. 
The  fecular  Romifh  clergy,  with  fimilar 
principles,  neverthelefs  maintain  a  cha- 
ra<3:er  and  conduct  far  lefs  bigotted  and 
pernicious,  which  is  probably  awing  to 
their  remaining  officially  more  mixed  with 
men,  living  and  adiing  with  us  in  the  duties 
and  occcupations  of  life  which,  in  that  fitu- 
tion,  become  more  povirerful  than  the  un- 
natural principles  and  fpeculations  of  their 
profeffion.  If  the  Pope  can  evef  be  com- 
pelled to  relieve  them  from  celibacy,  dif- 
penfe  with  the  monadic  vows,  and  abolifh 
the  regular  orders,  the  dangers  td  Kberty 

■a 

and  improvement  will  be  over,  but  not  tiU 
then.  Good  policy  may  now  join  with 
philofophy  to  encourage  you  to  lin^le  out, 
and  declare  war  againft  mod  of  the  mondlic 
orders ;  and  you  may  foon  get  cithers  {even 
Catholic)  ftates  to  join  fecredy  in  fuch  mea- 
fures.  Thig  is  no  longer  one  of  thofe  po- 
pular torrents  that  would  overflow  and  in- 

creafe 
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cniafe  by  oppofing  k  in  front.     Only  the 
Pope^  snd  a  few  adha'ents  of  fniall  y^eight 
and  importance,  continue  to  fupport  the 
monks :  nay^  thAy  are  rather  geftiteVally  der 
tefted  by  a  large  majority  of  moft  ranks^ 
except  fome  of  the  loweft,  and  regarded 
with  a  jealous  diflike  even  by  the  fecular 
clergy   bf  their  own  church.      AH  ihefe 
-Would  feeretly  rejoice  at  their  diflolutiod, 
and  4t  every  thing  that  might  tend  to  idi£- 
appbiilt  their  views  and  credit,  which  de-* 
pend   much    on   their    foreign   millions: 
there,  they  are  fingularly  laborious  and  in- 
de&tigable,  and  are  no&  to  be  diverted  frdai 
their  purpofe  by  any  focial  or  human  feel- 
ings ;    thefe  are  all  fuperfeded  and  loft  in 
the  habits  and  difcipline  of  their  order : 
not  like  Turgoi^  who  faid  lately  to  his  ki;ig, 
that  he  was  a  man  before  he  was  an  in^ 
tendant :  but  thefe  men  feem  to  have  been 
born  fiiars,  and  to  have  taken  the  fpirit  of 
their  order  from  their  mother's  womb.  The 
number  concealed  in  England   is   always 
confiderable,  and  ftill  more  and  more  openly 
jn  Ireland,  where  they  labour  with  fuccefs, 
Rnd  contribute  largely  towards  preventing 
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the  progrefs  of  refonnadon,  of  knowledge^ 
and  induftry.     It  might  be  good  policy  for 
goverament  to  furnifh  the  people   there 
with  priefts  educated  at  home,  to  prevent 
.their  being  fupplied   with    thofe    regular 
bigots  from  abroad.     From  every  date  of 
freedom  ihould  fuch  inflitutions,  with  all 
their  members,  be  excluded.    All  the  iefts, 
indeed,  whofe  principles  admit  not  of  mu- 
tual toleration,  ihould  be  forced  to  it  as  a 
firft  condition  of  their  being  tolerated  them- 
felves.     A  juft  government  would  not  only 
refrain  from  dictating  any  fpeculative  opi- 
nions to  its  fubjedls,  but  would  prevent  its 
being  done  by  others.    Men  fhould  be  pro- 
tected from  the  tyranny  of  their  own  fed, 
and  all  the  fedts  from  each  other.     Under 
this  head  might  be  comprehended  all  that 
the  ftate  has  to  do   with  religion.     The 
great  objeft  of  the  monaftic  orders  is  now 
the  recovery'of  the  loft  fheep,  and  ionvert- 
ing  the  nations  who  have  ftrayed  from  the 
flock.  Infome  of  thefe,  unlefs  wifer  precau- 
tions are  ufed,  it  may  require  only  a  few  fteps 
farther  towards  a  certain  degree  of  corrup- 
tion and  decline^  and  hence  a  licentious  de- 
pravity 
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-pravity  in  the  lower  ranks,  fo  as  to  bring  on 
a  difpofition  towards  defpotifm,  the  general 
but  irieffedlual  remedy  of  vice  and  ignorance* 
Th^n  priefls  and' friars  come  in  as  neceflary 
inftruments  in  a  defedive  government,  and 
may  fihifli  the  reduftion  of  the  world  again 
to  fuperflition  and  barbarifm,  from  whence 
fo  little  of  it  is  yet  long  or  far  emerged* 
7hofe  bigots  are  much  more  affiduous  and 
indnuating,  than  the  liberal  and  learned,  in 
acquiring  a  fliare  in  the  diredion  of  princes^ 
or  of  thofe  about  them,  and  in  procuriilg 
fom^  fort  of  circuitous  fecret  influence  in 
courts.    Indeed  thefe  two  powers  are  eafily 
brought  into  alliance,  and  to  draw  together* 
Tyranny  willingly  enough  employs  fuper- 
flition to  fubdue,  to  bind,  and  deliver  up 
the  people  to  him,  while  fhe  as  readily  ac- 
cepts the  employment,  and  receives  with 
both  hands ;  from  her  employer  for  fucking 
the  brains  and  the  blood  of  the  people,  and 
from  thofe  very  people  whom  fhe  mifleads 
and  devours. 

Where  the  ftate  aflumes  or  delegates  the 
talk  of  defining  or  holding  up  to  the  people 

any 


9nf  fet  of  ^jteculadve  opinions,  Ia  fmeSeat* 
tocfi  to  ajl  otjbjers,  and  either  forces  or  bribes 
tbem  into  it  j  all  other  feds  ar$  thus  deprived 
of  tlie  fame  privilege  and  protej^on^  and 
many  of  your  bed  fubjisds  are  tb^w^e  .ex«> 
duded  firoin  ferying  their  cqualxy,   ami 
&om  being  injierefted  in  the  duration  and 
proipeiity  of  its  prefent  ijoviernmeDt^    The 
church  aud  ftaie  iiet  a  bad  exam^de^  what- 
ever they  may  preach.     But  a  church,  or 
9  fkate,  is  an  indolent  ui^edUng  kiad  of 
^ppofititious  being :  liberal  laws  and  .con- 
aedions  mufl  be  fqueezed  out  of  them  by 
ibme  fort   of  neceility.     Their   fitu^cioni 
policy,   or    iotereft ;   the  abfurditles    and 
perfecutions  of  their  enemies,  ^s  ^eU  as 
dieir  own  profeiTed  tenets  and  prindpie$| 
have  all,   at  times,   contribnted   to  force 
them  into  certain  degrees  of  toleradon, 
v;bich  is  not,  I  fear,  very  '  natural  to  any 
ftate  religion  fince  diat  of  andent  £U)me# 
By  repeated  and  ?w:elUtimed  ^adeavours  you 
may,  by  degrees,  get  freed  from  fubfcrip- 
tions  to  certain  articles  and  creeds,  and 
perhaps,  at  length,  admit  of  aM  your  &b- 
jeds  to  ferve  the  public  in  any  departme&t. 

You 
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You  might  bcglm  by  trying  if  all  your  osutf 
sswroua  iaw§  afeo^t  jfdigion  could  not  ba 
m^hodized  aod  reduced.  Tbjere  may  ba 
li^  occafion  to  profcribe  any  individual  opi* 
nioiad.,  bat  only  to  prefcribe  the  terms  and 
limits  of  religious  aflbciations,  ii}  which 
ypst  wPi^y  in  ejFed  e^clud/e  all  the  monafiic 
orders,  aijid  ijiq^ifitorial  principles^  ,  . 

Some  foreign  philofophers  have  told  mie, 

they  rejoice  to  fee  that  v^e  do  hot,  in  Eng- 

Iftfid,  aadpa¥Our  to  p)ake  our  people  Joo 

devovKt,  trjop  devotf^  for  that  even  Proteftant 

deirotees  are  only  prepared  profdytes  £ot 

fame  friar  or   en^hufiaiL      The    Ramim 

Catholic  doEtnwt  has  many  advantages  in 

the  gaining  of  converts,  being  better  aiui 

HBor^  artfi^Uy  Suited  to  the  timid  and  in^ 

diDlcat  nature  of  pian,  than  that  .of  Lutber 

or  Calviii,  vvhich  require  fome  pxertion  of 

mi&d«      Wece   education  nearly   ¥^hat   it 

ought  to  he  in  England,  you  smght  truft^ 

^nd  ^seiicife  the  good  fenfe-of  the  nation^ 

with  fiich  adveriari^  as  Rx>miiK  mgnks, 

ajQjd  any  devotees,    individually,    thougb 

»cv,«r  ^n  corps  j  hut  in  your  prefent  ftate, 

you 


/ 
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you  are  no  match  for  them.  I  beliere  no^ 
thing  but  a  right  education^  confifUng 
chiefly  of  uieful  fcience^  difcipline,  and 
induftry,  which  produces  a  certain  filent 
veneration  for  the  fource  of  all  beneficdal 
religion^  and  a  refpeflful  indifference  about 
iedarial  diftinftions,  can  fave  you  ail  from 
falling  back  into  the  lap  of  holy  catholic 
church  fome  time  or  other. 

We  might  obferve,  if  not  too  fyflematic, 
that  the  unbelieving  philofopher,  and*'  the 
zealous  bigot,  may  be  confidered  as  the 
extremes  between  which  may  be  arranged 
dl  the  different  fed^iaries  and  opinions,  with 
'  truth    and  wifdom  perhaps  towards  the 
center.     The  extremes  may  be  the  fartheft 
wrong  ;  but  there  is  room  for  all,  individu-* 
ally.     It  is  only  the  corps,  and  terms  of 
aflbciation,   that  concern  the  public.    If 
the  inquifitorial  and  temporal  powers  and 
property  of  the  church  fhould  continue  to 
decline,  till  annihilated  by  wifdom,  fcience, 
and  good  government;  and.  we  all  go  on 
improving  in  arts,   induftry,    and  ufeful 
knowledge,  the  monaftic  orders  will  pro- 
bably 
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bably  in  time  be  aboliflied  throughout  moft 
of  Europe  j  but  humanity  hopes  it  may  be 
done  with  more  juftice  and  liberality  than  ', 
was  pradtifed  with  the  Templets  and  the 
Jefuits.  That  prince,  or  government,  will 
gain  an  eternal  name,  and  do  infinite  fer- 
vice  to  the  world,  who  fhall  firft  abdifti 
thofe  orders  on  the  true  and  liberal  princi- 
ples of  policy  J  by  flopping  the  reception, 
permitting  the  prefent  race  of  monks  to  die 
off,  and  appropriating  their  eftates  invio- 
lably to  public  education  *• 

♦  The  obfervations  contained  in  the  following  note, 
were  communicated  by  a  clerical  friend  on  reading  the 
above. 

**  I  confefs*  I  am  one  of  thofe  v^ho  think  that  the  mul- 
tiplication  of  creed5»  and  the  eftablifhment  of  fyftemati- 
cal  confeffions  of  faith«  have  been  of  no  great  fervice  to 
the  caufe  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion."  Dogmatical 
deciiions  upon  fpeculative  and  controverted  points  are 
very  confif(ent  with  the  genius  of  the  church  of  Rome,  but 
can  never  be  vindicated  in  a  Proteflant  church  upon  the 
grand  principles  of  the  Reformation j,  namely^  that  the 
fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teflament  are  the  only  ' 
rule  of  faith  and  manners^  and  t^t  in  them  every  ChfiiUan 
is  boand  to  fearch  for  thofe  truths  which  Sre  neceifary  to  . 

his  falvaiion. 

■  -         ,      ,         . 

I  cannot  conceive  therefofty  that  .the  foundation  of  the' 
Proteftant  chttrch  of  Efigland  woii^ld  be  in  the  Icafl  de^ 
^  Vol,  If,  G  g  gxce 
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gree  weakened  bj  removiog  thofe  fySemaiic  coofdEoi 
within  which  ihe  hath  intrenched  herfelf ;   and  if  dtd 
who  are  called  to  (er?e  at  the  altar,  ioflead  of  being  md 
to  iabfcribe  to  formolaries  of  homan  compolttic,  wen 
enlj  reqoiied  to  ai&nt  to  the  qneftiona  pst  10  osr  o&m 
of  ordination ;  it  appears  to  me.  that  the  chorch  iro&U 
have  as  good  fecority  as  any  Proteftaet  cojaaooioo  oa 
reafenably  demand  for  the  piDper  di&harge  c»f  tiv  ic- 
porunt  doties  of  the  paftoral  care«    tf  holj  fcriptve,  » 
oor  church  maintainst  in  her  fixth  article.  coBtaiBeth  ali 
things  neceflary  to  falvation,  can  it  be  fnppoled  that  h- 
man  articles  and  creeds  are  necefiary  to  enable  tbe  Go^t 
to  maintain  iu  ground  in  the  world  ?  No.    The  ckardi 
qf  Christ,  we  have  onr  Savionr^s  word  for  it>  is  fbudei 
opon  a  rock,  which  idl  the  powers  of  darknefr  fliafi  aevcr 
be  able  to  overthrow,  and  his  rebgion  will  always  ind 
its  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  well-difpoled,  vithootie- 
quiring  any  aiBflance  from  the  tfbitrary  dttrees  of  fyaads, 
confifiories*  and  convocations.    The  articles  and  crwdt 
of  the  chorch  of  England  were  defigned  to  prevent  diwerkj 
of  opinion  in  matters  of  religion,  an  attempt  both  abfor^ 
and  impradicable,  as  experience  hath  folly  evinced  ;  for  u 
it  not  well^  known  that  Calvinifts  and  Arminians,  Tii- 
nitarians  and  Arians,  officiate  in  the  eftabliflied  chprd? 
and  while  men  of  fuch  discordant  principles  continae  to 
enter  promifcuoufly  into  the  church,  can  any  reafonable 
plea  be  adduced  either  for  the  enpedieocy  or  utility  of 
contiDuiog  the  prefent  mode  of  fubfcription  ?   For,  to  ufe 
the  words  of  the  great  ErafmuSj  as  bonds,  deeds,  core- 
nants,  obligations,   indentures,  exprefled  in  a  multicade 
of  words,  afiord  matter  for  law-fuits ;  fo,  in  religion,  s 
profufion    of    determinations,    decrees,    and    decifioiu, 
begets  endlefs  controverfies^     Any  qneftion   concemio; 
Chrift's  knowing  or  f^refteing  the  bad  nlet  thatniglit 
be  made  of  his  religion^  1  thuUt  ooght  hf  no  means 
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to  be  printed.  Ite  ttndoubtedly  foreknew  all  the  oresithat 
would  be  made  of  it;  All  power  is  committed  to  bim :  the 
World  is  under  bis  government,  and  the  abafes  which  he 
Jhas  permitted  to  be  made  of  his  do£bine  have  been  work- 
ing to  fome  gopd  end*  tmd  thtf  will  dl>  in  due  time^ 
give  way  to  the  eftablilhment  of  that  period  of  righte- 
ottihefs,  in  which  the  pure  banner  Cjf  the  Gofpel  (hall  nh 
triuiipbant  on  the  rinns  of  tvery  corrupt  fyftem  $hat 
liiMMft  vani^  immI  ejha<(  iM^vf  deyiftd* 


Qg  a 
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Appearance  of  the  Country. ,  People  ^  Braga, 
Oporto.  Brazili*'  WiM' Trade*:  Lofccr 
Claffes. 

IN  thefe  northern  provinces  of  Portugal 
are  found  the  mod  induftrious  people, 
as  well  as  the  pleafantcft  couhtry.  The 
export  of  their  linens  to  the  Brazils  is 
yearly  increafing,  without  any  particular 
encouragement,  or  any  great  manufadory 
being  eftabliflied.  The  junftion  of  do- 
meftic  arts  and  trades  in  villages,  manu-- 
fadture  with  agriculture,  is  highly  advanta- 
geous to  a  country,  and  has  generally  fuc- 
ceeded  whenever  it  has  been  attempted,  as 
in  England,  Silefia,  Switzerland.  The 
country  is  nobly  varied  into  mountains, 
hiljs,  vales,  and  woods,  all  on  thefe  beau- 
tiful rivers,  the  Minho,  Lima,  and  Douro, 
and  others  that  feed  them.  The  vine- 
yards,  trees,  and  white  houfes,  mix  well 
with  the  rocks  and  xiyers :  but  I  decline 

defcrip* 


de&ri|^tidns.     TheTd  fkers  are  tAbsaiOiffeiii 

mightc  have  been  removed  by  art  atxd  in-^ 
dufti^;-  atid  which' aint-  increafing  comitierce 
'would'  foon^  havi  rfe^phiid    with  intereft. 
*3rherc  is  no  public  concern  that;  requires  a 
more  conftant  i&atlonal  attentk)n  than  i^ar- 
ports.  In  thefe,  and  in  good  roads,  confifts: 
"die  chief  fo^ndaticoii  of  the  fuperioritf  of 
civilized  and  cultivated  nations,  x>ver  the 
barbardus  and  igndrant,  or  opprefled.    The 
larger    plaiua  of  Braga  and  Guimaraens 
are  richly  planted;,  watered,  and  cultivated.. 
In  defcetniing  from  the  fuixouhding  moun- 
tains,  the  rich  fields,  'the  vineyards,  and 
hixuriant  produce,  furnifh  the  mbft  grate^ 
ful  icenes  and  profpe^dts.  ^  The  fineft  fruit- 
trees  feftooned  with    vines,    as   in  Italy. 
But  we  are   difappointed   to  find,  amidfl 
fuch  apparent  plenty,  the  miferabie  Hate  of 
animal  life,  and  fo  difproportioned  to  the 
vegetable :    men, .  children,    cattle,    in  fo 
fiarving  a  condition.     I  believe  this  is  too 
often  the  cafe  throughout  the  world  j  in 
the  fin^ft  countries  the  mdfl  miferable  peo- 
pie.     The  caufes  of  it  may  be  various. 

♦    P  g  3  Nfgeflitjr 
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Neeeffilfia  the  mother  of  aSexjertidii;  no^ 
tHog  lefs  cim  move  m^  Nature,  hy  fur* 
xitihilig  the  wapits  of  faen  too  eafily,  cur« 
taila  their  powers.  Caaes^  reedi,  gourds, 
the  palm  and  the  cocoa  tree,  help  to  pro* 
4uce  and  perpetuate  iodoleoce  and  fiupi- 
dity.  The  cdd  climate,  an^  the  rcxd^ 
mountains,  often  force  mduftry.  BiH  m 
jfioft  dkd.  naiticms,  where  opfnreffion  has 
generally  been  progceffive,  the  ibitc»  the 
diurch,  and  the  lan()lord,  at  length  take  ^ 
the  produce  and  profit  from  thbfe  who  la- 
bour, except  the  barely  neoei&rf;  ^t, 
being  in^  England  two  or  three  times  more 
than  it  is  here,  muft  be  left  to  tbe^cultiTa^ 
tor:  (o  that  fome  degree  c^  lu^^ury^  e^i* 
pence,  and  good  living  amortg  the  pcSstp/e, 
becomes  a  public  good.  I  think  ther  o^tle 
of  poor  people  are  afanoft  CYcry  where 
alike,  and  nearly  of  the  &me  poor  ragged 
kind:  a  variety  of  improved  breeds  of 
cattle  can  only  be  found  hi  a  country  of 
rich  farmers* 

Braga  k  a  fine  open  country  town,  Th« 
clergy,  all-powerful  hetc  too,  s^  m  ^.  Jago. 

Their 
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TThelf  Bm  ^$/lfxy  er  Moutit  Caivaiy,  is  i  ' 
gt-s&t  Wetk,  e6nlKtin|^  of  roads,  ftairs/ 
c&kpd«,  t!]^  thtdtigh  a  pleafant  afcent  of  a 
Vrdbd^  ftlOutttain.  It  ijiSiift  have  been  at- 
tended with  great  labour  and  expence. 
WTierfe  defpotifm  lias  left  no  other  power 
but  the  ^hUtth  that  is  capable  ojf  great 
vrbrks^  the,  public  iS  obliged  to  her  when 
ihe  chafes  to  employ /a  numerous  poor, 
tfaiOBgh  ini  tifelefi  labour :  and  ftill  more, 
Wheii  Ihe  eriijilo^s  theta  in  workd  of  tafte. 

.  Op^rtQ  has ,  beiiii  much  improved  and 
beecutified  by  its    prefeht    governor  Don 
Jaan  d^Aliiada,  with  the  affiftance  and  ad- 
vice of  our  good  coiiiul*    But  one  man 
cannot  do  mueh  fdr  his  cotmtry  where 
theie  is  fb  little  public  fpirit,  and  more  of 
that  fpirit.  cannot  perhaps  be  expeded  un- 
der fiich  a  government :  ^or  can  the  arts 
arid  trades  necefl^y  to  great  public  works, 
be  found  in  fueh  a  country.     They  know 
not  how  to  eftimate  their  own  ftrength 
here  more  than  in  Spain.     They  have  be*- 
gun  an  immenfe  building  for  an  hofpital,  > 
which  cannot  probably  be  finiihed  in  lefs 

Gg4.  than 
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than  an  hundred  yeats ;  ^od  perhap9  never. 
They  Jiad  the  plan  from  our  judidous  Car : 
hut  the  paper  is  now  nearly  rotten,  and  in 
jHeces,  and'  none  of  them  can  copy  any 
part  of  it,  lior  can  they  go  on  without  it, 
and  hardly  indeed  with  it*     Unlefi  fcience, 
taftc,  and  fecurity,  accompany  the  intro- 
duction of  riches,  they  cannot  have  half 
their  natural  efFeds,  nor  appear  in  public 
qr  privsite  works:  and  improvements^  but 
here  the  appearance  of  the  adjacent  coun-' 
try  forms  almoft  an  exception  to  this  rule. 
The  tafte  of  the  Englifli   mercliants^  for 
country  houfes  and  gardens  has  confider- 
ably  prevailed,   in   fpite  of  bad   tenures/ 
workmen^   &c.     And  the  green  woods, 
fpeckled  with  white  houfes,  accord  with 
the  rocky  fcenery  in  furnifliihg^  out  many 
beautiful    landfcapes*  .  But    other,    works 
loudly  demanded  more  of  their  public  at*- 
'tention.     Half  their  libefalitie&to  churches, 
convents,  and  hofpitals,   would  have  re-* 
moved  the  bar  of  their  rjver  and  improved 
its  navigation,   and  might,  by  this  timei 
J^ave  doubled  their  commerce  and  induflr^t 
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"  .    The  trade  and  profperity  of  the  Brazils 
wxight  be,  carried  almoft  to  any  imaginable 
extent  by  a  free  and  wife  government. 
T&ey  now  fend  there,  from  hence,  from 
twienty  to  thirty  fliips  a*year,  which  return 
'worth   about    10,000/.    each,    cHlefly  ijj, 
jHugars.     By  my  beft  accounts,  that, coun- 
try is  (Capable  of -every  kind  of  produce  and 
improvetne&t,  to  ^  degree  beyond  what  has 
beeo  generally  conceived.     The  late  mi- 
mfter  did  not  overlook  fp  great  aii  object :' 
there,  he  attempted  a  great-deal,  aa  ufiaal, 
iboie  9^  which  fuccqeded :  he  tried  to  re- 
gulate and  legiflate  for  if  hat  great  colony, 
and  to  liber94:e  die  peoplfi  frpm.  the  oppref- 
fion  of  viceroys,  &c.  but  the.  diftance,  the 
corruption,  and  decline,  are  too  great -fp;r 
iuch  trivial  modes  of  reformation.  Probably 
ijothing  lefs  than  a  free  government,  fuch 
as  that  of  fome  of  our  colonies,  and  a  total 
fepar^Uion  frpm  Portugal,  conoid  give  to  the 
J^razils  the ;  profperity  of  vrhich  it  is  ca- 
pable :  and  if  we  could  at  the  fame  time 
bring  this,  the  motherncountry,  up  to  a 
government    fomething  like*'  ours ;    fiich 
fpenj  to  be  the  only  ways  left  to  preferve 

the 
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difc  t^o  countries  from  anmhiladoli,  tmder 
th6  dead  weight  of  thd  Spaiiifh  niaftarcby. 

T&eir  wine  trftile  here  hid  4oi^  tee^  io 
a  pr«rperous  In^res^fiiig  Way^   from   the 
time  of  our    Queen  Aniie,    ot  perhapa 
earlier,  when  other  wine&  tJf  tMs  coaft,  as 
thofe  of  Viana  and  Galida(,i;tere  in  fkfiiion ; 
thefe  might  be  improved,  abd  again:  come 
to  be  liked ;  our  tafte  is  changeabte.  Above 
thirty  thoufand  pipee^  they  fay,  are  exported 
here  anfiually  to  England,  at  aSxMit   i^L 
a  pipe— half  ai  nhillioh :  it  colls  you,  that 
drink  it,  at  leaft  a  million,  and  y6u  pto^ 
bably  pay  as  much  mofe  for  ^l^et  tRrirres 
sind   fpirits;  U>  thait  We  £<igM^  iVir«tbw 
above  two  millions  in  foreigii  drlsk.    A 
great  joint  ftock  and  pritiiegdd  company 
iseftabUflied  here,  orighialty  by  Poitabaf  j 
fo  Jittl^  did  he  fenow^  6f  cotnfi^eree.     TTicy 
might  ibon,  ff  favoured  by  an  ignorant 
government,  engrofs  all.the  wine  trade  of 
th*  country :  which  indeed  they  might  have 
done  ere  now,  if  the  ieal  and  iftivity  of  indi-^ 
viduais  did  ndt  eniable  them  to  fuf^ort  fome 
competition  even  with   grtot  companies, 

10  If 
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If  tUft  6oi{ip»n7  tiod^rtake  iBe  wodtoa 

fdfarics»   ae  talked  of«  they  inay  (bon  be 

If  uiiKd^     They  may  become  creditors  to  m 

government  Which  can  gire  them  no  iecu^ 

rky :  though  it  may  pay  them  with  fome 

grant  or  privilege  to  cheat  or  oppreis  tho 

people,  k  will  stfterwards  fqueeze  thdm  av 

a  ipunge.     They  had  better  go  on,  co&^ 

t^tiding  with  the    EngliOi   merchafota,  « 

competition  whkh  is  of  fervice  to  all  par^ 

ties.     Though  a  fpirit  of  monopoly  is  per^ 

hsLps  ^il&erent  in  trade,  and  particularly  ia 

cod^nies,   a  wife    goverhment   will   he 

tvatchfol  to  countera^  it,  and  prefetVe  a 

fair  competition.'  .  A  great  Company  woiiM 

probably  £K>n  ruin  ar^  country^  if  it  could 

be  as  adive  and  afiiduous  as  an  individual : 

but  happily  their  powers  are  generally  diP* 

proportioned  to  their  difpofition ;  and  great 

combinations  or  confederacies  are  luckily 

fufajed  to  more  failures  and  defeds  thatt 

fmgle  peribns,  which  help  to  £mini(h  the 

dread  and  danger  to  the  reft  of  mankind 


Whatever  concerns  the  lower  and  moft 
pum^ous  clafles  of  men  (bould  be  the  moA 

ihtereiU 
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intereftmg  to  us.     The  general  police-  o/ 
a   country,   its   merits    and    defed^s^ ' -are 
obje^s  of  importance  to  travellers  s  but  I 
do  not  mean  to  trouble  you  with  partkrulars 
which  cannot  intereft  you  much  at   that 
diftance.      Our   poor  fifhermen  bere  are 
taxed  above  70  per  cent,  of  what  they  pro- 
dhoce  or  catch,  and  yet  they  are  numerous, 
Aough  very  poor  and  ragged,  or  rather 
naked.     The  poverty  of  the  people,  and 
benee  their  indifference  about  the  comforts 
cf  hfe,  are  eVils  of  extehfive  influence  on 
the  improvements   of  a  natfon.      Where 
the  lower  claffes  are  fo  eafily'  fupplied  and 
fatisfied,   nobody  cares  much  about  Iheir 
comforts   or    conVeniencies.      Hence  the 
hofpitals,  prifonfd,  barracks,  inns,  &c.  are 
fo  badly  fupplied,  and  cruelly  hegledcd: 
and  though  the  people  who  •  inhabit  thofe 
places  fhould  be  fuppofed  as  eafy  and  con- 
tented as  thofe  of  bther  coiihtries  in  fimifar 
Situations,  it  can  only  be  becaufe  they  are 
habituated  to  poverty,  dirt,  and   ill   treat* 
ment,  which  renders  them   fo   much  the 
meaner,  weaker,  and  more  iilelefs  beings, 
Some  philofophers  who  fancy  that  the  rich 

natiooi 
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nations  are  the  moft  corrupted  and  weaken- 
ed^ and  the  poorer  the  moft  virtuous  and 
vigorous, 'take  their  notions  from  boc^s^ 
and  not  froni  obferyation  and  experience. 
But  in  feafching  Tor  the  foufce  of  all  this, 
ive  ihall  again  find  it  in  the  natiire  of  Hbt 
government.     In  fome  of  the  ancient  re- 
publics, poverty  with  freedom  and  felf-im^ 
portance, .  produced  the  beft  cffc&&  on  the 
human  charader ;  here,  poverty  with  op-^ 
'  jpreiSon  produces  the  worft* 


• 


J  ' 
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lificm^     Marquh  de  PombaL     Sovereigns 
anitiovemmenU     Ctaraffer^  fcfr. 

■ 

LISBON. — Here,  even  more  than  ia 
.     other   great  towns,   the    benevolent 
mind  is  wounded  on  viewing  the  mixture 
of  luxury  and  mifery,  the  dillrelSng  ex- 
tremes of  poverty  and  affluence,  in  a  thou-* 
£md  ways*    The  melancholy^hiftory  of  its 
deftruAion  by  the  earthquake  in  i  y^^  b 
well  knoWn*    It  is  ftill  rebuilding  on  a 
plan^the  Marquis  de  Pombal^  wluch, 
though  noble  and  magnificent,  is  rather 
gigantic,    and    barbaroufly  great  too,   a 
FE/pagnole.    This  town  was  always  re- 
markable,  I   believe,  for  being  at  once 
fumptuous  and  nafty,  and  will  probably  be 
fo  ftill.    The  fmell  of  the  tide,  at  low  wa- 
ter, is  very  difagreeable  in  all  the  lower 
parts,  as  well  as  that  of  eyery  houfe  you 
enter.    G)mmon  fewers,  deanlinefs,  in- 
ternal 


terna^  c^iDT^i^ieiicie^  hxfp  a}l  b9«9  (09 
much  f%^fic^  to  eift^nal  appe^i^fKx^ 
VF^ch,  a^^r  a1^  i$  i^  a  )}a4  &yh  of  ai^JMt 
t^dure  s  im^ia^e  raiiges  o£  buUding  wifll^ 
cut  f9ittij  iU  proporticHied  and  (Ji^ed ;  i^ 

h  ohviom  that  notkms  ^v^^  %h^  ^Mtfi^ 

drawings  of  tHc  cl^Yatioiw  b»vc  be$B  pwr 
vioufly  MAfidertd^  aod  that  the  ^t  aii4 
itrtift  hftV3  tew  coAtr<^ted  by  the  iiga^ 
»oce  of  pQweTi^  We  iniay  form  qpi^ipiif 
of  ar  aa^ioij^  frpiQi  their  tafte  ia  the  arts,  a^o^ 
ftylc  of  theilT  pvJb^c  buijding^.  Saqrifich^ 
tm,  m^(^h  to  jppc^rs^nces,  to  gr^^  a^ 
oraajn$int8»  may  'be  the  vice  of  thf  sigft^ 
Wifdonx  f^d,  Ij^  the  ukM  be  omf^jftift^/^i, 
but  Folly  reverfed  the  ordar  of  the  fenienicf^ 
aod  fubftituted  the  apc^ry  fpr  the  ym^ 
dpaL  Where  you  £be  triviaj  things  otoif^ 
ed  wkh  ornaments,  an4  without  iiiffideot 
^aces  of  relief  or  repofe  for  the  ey e^  ^om 
the  extremes  of  coafuiio%  or  of  UAi£br-r 
mity ;  from  the  lofty  domes  or  rangies  of 
columns^  where  nothing  of  importance  is 
either  to  be  covered  or  fupported,  you  may 
deduce  the  imbecility  of  the  aftift,  and 
partly  of  the  natioa  where  4e  could  be 

employed 
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employed  in  preference.  The  miniftex  had 
certainly  great  merit  in  getting  the  city  re- 
boilt  at  all ;  and  there  is  a  grandeur  dnd 
fublimity^  though  a  want  of  tafte  and  fci* 
ence.  in  his  idea :  but  we  ihould  have  ex<- 
pe£ted  a  real  greit  man  tahave  encouraged 
the  artift8^  foreign  and  nadve,  by  promot<» 
ing  a  competition  for  the  beft  plan,  ihftead 
of  enforcing  his  own.  We  find  him,  like 
many  other  great  men,  not  exempt  from 
the  weaknefs  of  fancying  he  knew  every 
thing  better  than  any  body  clfe ;  he  had 
tlie  misfortune  of  being  .  beyond  control. 
Ko  man  chdfe  to  prefume  to  underftand 
•even  his  own  tmde  equally  with  him.  This 
fioble  fituation  certainly  deferved  the  beft 
plan  poiliUe.  .  Nature  feenis  to  have  ra  ark-< 
ed  out  this  fite,  and  this  city,  for  the  capi- 
tal of  the  peninfula ;  and  if  the  Philips  had 
moved  their  court  thither,  their  pbfterity 
might  now  have  been  in  pofTefiioa  of  the 

'Vhole* 

* 

The  Marquis  de  Pombal  was  certainly  a 
great  and  bold  reformer,  and  at  two  or 

three  criticsd  periods  was  of  fignal  fervice 

.     to . 
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t&  his  country^     His  intfepid  and  adive 
fpirit  raifed  his   nation  from  indolent  atitl 
fiipine  infig^iificance,  to  a  degree  of  exer- 
tion, and  to  a  ftation  in  the  general  fcale, 
long  unknown   to    thera,  and  to  which  it 
might  eafily  have  been  kept  up,  if  n>ana- 
ged  ojriy  with  common  attention  arid  abili- 
ties, by  purfuing  the  maxims  of  which  he 
had  already  furmounted  the  difficulties  of 
eftablifhing.     But  they  already  fink  in  the 
fcale,  and  mufl:  probably  decline  ftill  fa^- 
^hen     I  wifh  you  to  look  yet  higher  for  a 
real  great  -man— for-  a    legiflator.      The 
genius  ajnd  the  knowledge  of  this  minifter 
did  not  go  far  enough  beyond  medioority 
in  the  great  leading  principles  and  objeds 
of  the  firft  importance  to  a  nation;    nor 
could  he  eftablifti  a  free  and   permanent 
conftitution  in  the  ftate,  which  is  the  only 
effort  of  wifdom  and  virtue  that  can  entitle 
a  ihan  to  the  character  of  a  lawgiver,  or 
that  can  fecure   an   eternal  name    and  a 
lafting  nation.     You  fee  how  few  of  the 
numerous  regulations  of  our  modern  re- 
formers can  outlive  them.     However,  this . 
minifter,  hj  an  union,  rather  uncommon. 

Vol.  II.  ■  H  h  of 


466      LETTERS   FROM   I^ORTUGAL* 

of  boldnefs  and  artifice^  by  a  knowledge  of 
men,  and  of  England  *,  he  efFeded  fome 
great  and  many  difficult  things^  He  un- 
dertook and  completed  certain  kinds  of 
cnterprife  and  reformation  which  were 
then  thought  impoffible,  as  on  occafion  of 
Ithe  war  with  Spain,  of  the  earthquake, 
the  confpiracy,  in  commerce,  colonies, 
colleges,  church,  nobility,  &c.  the  hiftory 
of  all  which  is  tolerably  known.  Though 
we  may  doubt  his  underftanding  all  the 
minutiae  of  every  bufinefs  into  which  he 
chofe  to  enter,  and  had  the  ambition  to 
lead,  it  is  plain  that  he  knew  men,  and 
particularly  his  countrymen^  whom  he 
could  either  lead  or  drive ;  and  we  are 
therefore  furprifed  to  find  him  often  pre- 
ferring the  latter  mode,  and  cannot  bdieve 
that  fo  many  examples  of  inhuman  cruelty 
were  neceflary  for  any  good  political  pur- 
pofe;  nor  can  we  conceive  that  the  na- 
tional charader  required  fuch  fcTcrity. 
Though  fome  of  the  Portuguefe  may,  at 

*  He  confc/Tes  freely,  thjit  hrc  learned  what  he  knows 
of  politicfy  in  England,  and  cbieAj  from  Sir  Robert  Wai- 

times^ 


LETTERS    FROM   PORTUGAL.    467 

tinies,  be  cruel  and  viridi<3ive,  when  hur- 
ried away  by  their  keen  and  temporary 
paflions ;  yet  they  foon .  cool  and  repent. 
The  too  frequent  inftances  of  private  re^ 
venge  may  be  more  owing^  to  the  ftate  of 
laws  and  fociety,  than  to  any  thing  ia 
their  native  character  or  temper  of  mind, 
w^hich,  though  hot  and  violent,  is,  I  think, 
naturally  generous,  affable,  forgiving* 
They  might  be  ruled  by  the  fceptre  of 
equity  eafier  and  better  than  by  the  rod  of 


iron. 


We  may  likewife  regret  in  this  minifter, 
that  fome  of  his  public  fchemes  had  too 
often  a  retrofpe£t  to  his  own  little  private 
or  family  interefts.  For  example,  we  un- 
deriland,  that  he  adopted  the  abfurd  French 
idea  of  forcing  the  people  to  root  up  their 
vines  to  fow  the  land  with  corn.  The  law 
being  found  too  fevere,  exceptions  and 
indulgences  were  granted:  and  on  the 
whole,  his  own  eftates  were  made  to  profit 
the  moft  by  thofe  changes.  We  ihould  not 
be  difappointed  at  not  finding  in  "the  moft 
perfciS;  human  charader,  a  conftant  fcries 

H  h  2  Qf 
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of  the  difinterefted  eflforts  of  virtue  ;  but  2 
teal  great  mind,  in  the  purfuit  of  important 
objeds,  muft  be  above  pecuniary  intereftsr 
More  benevolence  and  magnanimity,  with 
deeper  fcience  and  greater  views,  joiijed  to 
his  boldnefs  and  decifion,  would  have  made 
him  a  great  legiflator,  and  a  reformer  of 
extenfive  and  lading  utility.  He  probably 
thought  himfelf  eminent  as  a  legiflator,  as 
an  architect,  a  general,  a  merchant,  &c. ; 
but  his  greatnefs  in  all  thefe  capacities  be- 
gins already  to  appear  at  leaft  doubtful, 
though  he  muft  ever  be  allowed  fignal  merit 
as  a  fecretary  of  ffate*  Like  moft  modern 
reformers,  he  was  not  probably  aware, 
that  in  order  to  .produce  the  total  change 
which  he  wanted,  and  effablifti  his  reform 
on  a  fixed  and  lafting  bafis,  the  exifting 
principles  and  form  of  the  whole  political 
•  machine  required  a  total  though  gradual 
renovation,  which  could  not  be  effefted 
by  putting  his  hand  to  particular  parts, 
where  the  motion  muft ,  ceafe  when  the 
hand  is  withdrawn.  He  doubtlefe  correS- 
cd  may  abufes,  and  many  of  his  laws  were 
good,  if  they  could  have  lafted*     Since  his 

regula- 
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regulations'  for  the  admiffion  of  monks, 
and  his  limiting  their-  number,  the  com- 
mons and  wafte  lands  have  been  obfervqd 
to  diminifh.  The  fons  of  the  country  peo- 
ple, deprived  Qf  that  refourc^  of  idlenefs 
and  fuperftition,  have  been  obliged  to  at- 
tempt farming  and  other  induftrious- ways 
of  life ;  but  that  happy  progrefs  is  already 
at  a  ftand ;  the  gates  of  holy  church  are 
again  open  for  reception.  We  hear,  that 
during"^  the  firft  year  after  the  late  king's 
death,  and  the  retreat  of  his  minifter, 
the  bifliop  of  Braga  alone  has  ^admitted 
7000  into  holy  orders.  The  benefits  re- 
fulting  from  his  deftrudion  of  the  order  of 
Jefuit&  I  confider.as  doubtful.  It*wasde- 
ftroying  their  beft  fchools  before  they  had 
any  others  to  fupply  their  place  j  nor  are 
they  likely  foon  to  find  any  :  and  it  is  pof- 
fible,  that  Catholic  Europe  may  thence  de-. 
cline  inftead  of  advancing  in  knowledge 
and  fcientific  improvements.  If  monachifm 
were  admiffible  in  any  fociety,  that  order 
might  perhaps  have  been  reformed  to  ad- 
vantage, and  rendered  more  ufeful,  with- 
out 4  total  abolition.     Befides,  they  were, 

H  h  3  Uke 
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like  your  oppofition,  always  fome  d^edc' 
upon  regal  power,  though^not  always  from 
the  virtuous  motives  of  public  good.  But 
for  that  reafon  has  the  jealoufy  of  mo^ 
narchs  been  awakened,  and  contributed 
the  moft  to  their  downfal. '  Their  greateft 
merit  was  probably  that  of  promoting  and 
improving  education^  which  they  might 
have  been  made  to  improve  ftill  farther. 
Some  of  their  fchools  may  deferve  to  be 
examined  and  imitated  before  they  are  quite 
extioA  and  forgotten.. 

The  Marquis's  fchool  of  commerce 
here  was  certainly  a  good  idea,  and  highly 
proper  in  a  country  from  whence  the  tru« 
principles  of  trade  had  fo  long  been  banifh- 
ed  ;  but  he  might  have  fucceeded  better 
had  he  attempted  lefs,  which  may  fre- 
quently be  obferved  of  reformers,  when 
they  defccnd  to  minutiae.  A  great  man 
ellablifhes  general  laws  and  principles,  ^md 
leaves  to  their  gradual  influence,  and  to 
time,  the  bringing  up  of  many  lefler  ob- 
jeds.  His  plan  of  reformation  in  the 
univerfity  of  Coimbra  was  likewife  good, 

but 
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but  the  particulars  again  too  voluminous; 
the  fpirit  and  the  merits  of  his  fyftem,  all 
enveloped  and   regulated   away    in   huge 
volumes  of  monadic  minutiae.     However, 
leveral  good  fdreign  profeflbrs  had  been 
coUe^led  j  but  fome  of  the  natives  having 
caught  a   little  ♦too   much   of  contagious 
fcience  and  freedom,  were  foon  fent  to  the 
Inquifition,    and  the  foreigners  have  de- 
parted.     Moft   of  his   other  inftltutions, 
manufactories,  &c.  have  fhared  the  fame 
fate,  or  will  foon  follow.     His  regulations 
refpediing   the  church   and    the    nobility 
feem  too  bften  dictated'  by  a  kind  of  cruel 
hatred  to  them,  more  than  by  a  regard  to 
the  public  weal.     He  might,  with  a  better 
grace,  have  reduced  their  power  and  info- 
lence,  if  not  fo  obvioufly  tending  to  in- 
cr^afe  his  own.     Among  his  various  re- 
forms, it  is  rather  fjirprifing  he  did  not 
abolifh  the  Inquifitioft  ;  but  he  has  chofen 
to  retain,  it  for  the  malignant  purpofe  of 
employing  it  as  a  ftate,  or  rather  a  mi- 
fiiftcrial,  engine. 

H  h  4  Anxious 
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Anxious  and  ardent*  minds,    intent  on 
their   obje<9:,    are   apt   to  overlook   many 
things  that  lie  in  the  path  which  leads  to 
it }  and  they  forget  that  the  path  is  life  it- 
felf,  and  may  be  too  ftiort  to  reach   the 
point  in  view.     This  minifler's  complicat-? 
ed  and  disjointed  fabric,  ^uilt  on^  a  bads 
infecure,  and  furrounded  with  enemies,  he 
might  eafily  have  forefeen  could  not  long 
fubfift   after   his  adminiftrat^on.       Several 
effential   parts   in  the  fyftem  of  national 
profperity  he  overlooked  or  mifunderftood, 
as  well  as  the  firm  and  conftitutional  mode 
of  fixing  them  oil  interefts  of  fufiicient 
fupport :    fuch    as   roads,    pofts,    finance, 
agriculture,    and   above  all,  a  legiflature; 
in  thefe,  his  ideas  feem  to  have  been  nei- 
ther fufEciently  enlarged  nor  modernized. 
Commerce  remains  ftill  overwhelmed  with 
ill-judged  duties  and  regulations:  internal 
taxation   not   better.*    For   example,    the 
•  additional  tenth  laid  during  their  laft  war, 
and  ftill  continued,  is  probably  more  pre- 
judicial  than   another   of    fix   times    the 
amount,  if  more  equally  diftributed.    This, 
being  levied  only^on  Jandg  find  houfes  that 


are 
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are  rented,  tends  to  difcourage  farming 
and  farmers,  who  are  always  the  chief  im- 
provers of  a  country.  I  leave  you  to  en- 
quire into  the  farther  particulars  ^  of  their 
taxation  and  finance  when  neceffary.  The 
myftery  with  which  the  operations  and 
amount  of  their  revenue  are  here  concealed, 
may  be  qonfidered  among  the  fymptoms 
and  foolifli  arcana  of  defpotifm.  The 
amount,  I  underftand,  is  fubje£t  to  con- 
fiderable  fluduation  and  uncertainty,  as 
well  as  many  vjther  things  in  this  country. 
There  can  be  no  fecurity,  nor,  liability, 
where  the  fupre^ie*  power  is  fo  fubjed  to 
change  its  principles  with/every  change  of 
circumftances,  of  perforls  or  events.  The 
Icngeft  life  of  one  man,  though  the  beft  of 
kings  or  minifters,  will  never  prove  a  fuf- 
ficient  dependence  for  the  people,  to  give 
them  time  or  courage  to  improve  in  mat-  ' 
ters  of  any  great  national  importance.  In 
fliorf,  the  ftate  reformer,  who  does  not 
eftablifh  s^  balanced  and  a  lafting  conftitu- 
tion,  does  nothing.  The  legiflative  fpirit 
is  not  yet  revived  in  the  world,  though  we 
$pay  hope  to  fee  caufes  arifing  at  a  diftance 

that 
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that  may  awaken  it.     In  an  age  of  &ience, 
experiment,    and   enterprife,    it  is  rather 
itirprifing  there  have  been  fa  few  ftate  re- 
formers in  modern  Europe.     Schemers  of 
every  clafs  form  an  ufeful  race  of  men, 
and  are  not  yet  confidered  as  they  deferve* 
The  bold  political  innovator  is  probably  as 
neccflfary  a  chara<3:er  as  any  other,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  world.     He  leads  us 
beyond  the  bounds  of  habit  and  cuflom,  a 
jjcceffary   ftep   to    future   advances;    and 
though  he  may  fometimes  l<ad  us  wrong, 
it  is  perhaps  better  to  go  wrong  fom^mes 
than  ftand  ftill  too  lon^.     This  man  once 
promifed   to  be  one  of  thefe :    the  caufes 
of  his  failure  may  furnifh  leflbns  of  im- 
portance.    We  may  be  excufed  for  thus 
carivafBng  the  condu(^  of  minifters  ;  or  if, 
to  anfwer  the   purpofes  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge, we  judge,  like  many  good  writers, 
a  little  haftily  of  meii  and  meafures,  with 
the  fecrets  and  difficulties  of  which  we  are 
not  fufficiently  acquainted  ;  they  are  how- 
ever fair  gartie  to  purfue  for  our  inftruc^' 
tion^  though  they  may  defervemore  excuft 

and 
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and  conflderation  for  their  fuppofed  errors 
than  they  generally  meet  with*. 

The  only  public  entertainments  now.ia 
this  fine  capital  confift  of  religious  cere- 
monies and  proceffions,  which  are  attend- 
ed by  the  royal  family  with  Exemplary  de- 
votion.    We  learn  that  thefe  good  fovtf- 
reigns  have  determined  not  to  take  away 
any  lives,  even  of  the  greateft  criminals, 
during  their  reign,  and  that  they  will  rather 
abandon  the  throne  than  go  to  waf.     This 
has  fo  uncommon  a  fhare  of  the  milk  of 
humanity  and  religion  as  to  commaftd  our 
refpeft  and  beft  wiflies,  though  we  know 
too  well  that  fuch  a  fyftem  will  not  fucceed ; 
and  we  can  only  regret  that  mankind  are 
not  yet  to  be  governed  by  fuch  maxims. 
However,   if  it  mult  be  a  weak  govern- 
ment, theirs  is  at  leaft  an  amiable  weak- 
nefs.     This  might  ferve  as  an  important 
experiment,  if  the  wifdom  and  equity  of 
all  the  other  parts  and  operations  of  go- 
vernment could  be  made  to  correfpond ; 
if  the  neceffary  changes  in  religion,  educa- 
tion, legiflation,  could  follow ;  if  the  mo-? 
13  ^ives 
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fives  of  ihame,  of  emulation,  of  freedom, 
and  felf-importance  ;  of  rewards  -  propor- 
tianed  to  milder  and  more  icertain  punifh-' 
ments,  could  be  inftituted  :  but  a  part  of  a 
fyftem  cannot  ftand  alone,  nor  produce  the 
efieds  of  the  whole. 

'  In  fome  things,  thefe  people  have  kept 
ftill  farther  behind  the  reft  of  Europe  than 
Spain.     Many  of  their  moral   ideas,  their 
notions   of  honour,  revenge,    fidelity,   of 
Jove  and  marriage,  you  will  find  very  dif- 
*  ferent  from  ours*     It  appears  in  hiftory, 
that  they  were  not  formerly  fo  very  differ- 
ent from  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  that  they 
had,  in  the  days  of  chivalry,  fome  as  gallant 
knights  as  any  of  the  other  nations,  and 
many  eminent  officers^  at  the  time  of  their 
conquefts  and  difcoveries :  and  we  are  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  thebajTe  modes  of  private 
revenge  here,  taking  place  of  the  more  ge- 
nerous method  of  duelling,  which,  though 
jlill  barbarous,  has  long  been  general,  and 
perhaps  not  quite  unnecefiary  nor  ufelefs 
in  Europe.      Some  of  the  caufes  of  ihefe 
and  other  differences  might  be  traced  to 

the 
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the  power  of  their  church  and  the  badnefs 
of  their  government ;  the  one  being  yet  mOvc 
powerful,   ignorant,  and  fuperftitious,  and 
the  other  more  defpotic  and  defective,  than 
even  thofe  of  Spain.     The  firft  eftablifh- 
ment   and   fubfequent  revolution    of  this 
nation  were,  like  themfelves,  rafh  and  im- 
provident^ the  plans  h^fty  and  incomplete; 
no  fyftem-  of  conftitution  like  thofe  of  co- 
temporary  nations,  was  eftablifhed.  -  Hencd* 
came  in  the  church  to  govern  in  altnofb 
every  thing  eflential  to  focicty^  and  thence 
may  be  deduced  many  of  thofe  differences 
and  defibiencea  in  their  manners  and  moral 
ideas,    their  £alk  notions  of  ..honour,  re- 
venge  j»  of  fins,  virtues,  merits,:  &c# 

Their  peopk  of  rank  are  extremely  pleal^ 
ing  and  affable,  though  fomewhat  formal 
and  affedled,  like  the  old  Freuch,  whom 
they  refemble  in. many  ways,  as  in  tafle  of 
building,  of  drefs,  in  levity  of  manner  and 
charadler,  in  grimace  and  affeftation,  and 
even  in  their  tafte  of  pronunciation,  and  in 
that  of  fmging ;  their  national  fongs  being 
generally  fome  heavy  lamentation  in  the 
^  *  leffer 
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leflfer  third,  though  fometimes  in  a  ftyle  of 
the  pathetic  and  expreflive,  far  beyond  any 
of  the  French,  or  indeed   any  other  na- 
tional melodies  we  know  of:  and  ^s  to 
mnfic  in  general,  they  have  greatly    im- 
proved on  their  original,  and  have  now 
acquired  fo  ardent  a  love  for  the  Italian 
mufic  and  language,  and  a  tafte  fo  highly 
delicate  and  refined,  fts  furpafTes  all  other 
nations  except  Italy  itfelf ;  and  probably  no 
Other  country  could  have  formed  a  Perez 
and    an    Avondano,    nor  have   efteemed 
them  as  they  deferve.     A  charader  of  fuch 
high  fenfibility,  a  difpoiition  fo  kind  and 
courteous,   fo  feeling   and  amiable,  muil 
perhaps  be  proportionally  weak  and  un- 
manly, efpecially  under  their  prefent  mode 
of  education  and  government  j  yielding  to 
every  fenfual   temptation,  and   as  readily 
difpofed  to    repentance   and    contrition; 
modelled  by,  and   proper  fubje£ts  for,  a 
prieftly  government ;  feldom  capable^  of  a 
degree  of  perfeverance  to  be  depended  on ; 
children  who  rarely  arrive  at  the  age  of 
maturity.     Yet  fuch  a  charafter,  fufcepti- 
ble  of  every  imprefllon,  under  a  wife  go- 
vernment, 
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vernment,  if  kept  alert,  and  employed  on 

proper. objeds,  might  be  rendered  as  capable 

of  virtue  and  exertion,  as  it  is  now  fub- 

je^t  to  vice  and  weakn^fs.     My  prepoffef- 

lioii  of  confidering  them  as  an  old  French 

colony  may  be  juftified  by  their  hiilory. 

They  conquered  their  country  from   the 

Moors,  under  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Biir* 

gundy,  who  drew,  and  probably  recruited, 

their  forces  from  France.    This,  and  their 

fiibfequent  conned:ions  with  that   nation, 

may  partly  account  for  the  rcfemblance. 

There  is  fomething  peculiarly  affable  and 

pleafing,    tender    and   endearing,    in  the 

women  of  this  country ;  in  their  manner, 

voice,  and  converfation,  efpecially  among 

the  higher  ranks.  Their  fize  is  rather  fmall^ 

but  their  form  frequently  of  an  agreeable 

and  elegant  caft.     But  I  do  not  mean  to 

be  particular  concerning  a  people  fo  well 

known  to  many  of  our  countrymen.  More 

leffons  and  obfervations  might  doubtlefs  be 

gathered   by   a  longer     refidence..      The 

ufual  rapid  mode  of  travelling  affords  too 

little  time  to  fee,  and   often  too  much  to 

write. 
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LETTER    VIL 

Of  Books.     Of  Man.     Portugal.     Of  So- 
cieties.    *tbe  World.      Europe.     Confer 
■  deracies.      Letters.      War.     Travellings 
t^c,    in  a   variety  of  mifcellaneous   Re 
fusions. 


To  Mr.  A.  J. 


I 


laft  in  one,  and  to  give  you  a  few  more 
Ipofe^  hints  and  reflexions,  fuch  as  I  wifh 
you  to  remember,  chiefly,  from  my  com- 
mon-place book.  The  revifion  of  more 
notes  of  journies,  fome  to  Italy  and  other 
parts  of  the  Mediterranean,  muft  be  left 
to  another  occafion ;  but  the  utility  muft 
becompmore  evident  before  it  is  undertaken. 
You  have  more  writings  already  publifhed, 
concerning  thofe,*  and  the  other  civilized 
parts  of  the  world,  than  you  can  well 
digefl.     I  know  not  yet  where  yqu  can 

■    -  '  find 
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find  any  good  accounts  of  the  Portugu^fc 
authors,  unlefs  it  be  in  Antoni,  who 
includes  thofe  of  Pdrtugai  with  .tlie 
Spaniih,  I  believe,  as  far  as  he  goes;' 
and  we  hope  the  fame  methodx  will  be 
purfued  by  the  academicians  at  Madrid, 
who  are  publifiiing  a  new  edition  of  this 
work,  and  that  they  will  bring  it  farther 
down  *.  Portugal,  you  will  find,  has  alfo 
had  her  period  of  learning,  and  fome  good 
ivriters  for  their  age,  chiefly  during  her  days 
of  profperlty,  of  her  diftant  difcoveries 
aiid  conquefts*  Arms,  arts,  letters,  you 
fee,  generally  flouriffi  and  decline  together. 
They  had  fcientific  writers  the  firft,,  and' 
very  foon  after  or  almoft  cotemporary 
with  thofe  of  Italy;  as  Nfunhez,  or  Nonius, 
to  whom  we  owe  the  prefent  excellent 
method  of  dividing  our  quadrants.  He 
publilhed  in  1537. 

r 

Such  are  the  books,  after  all,  probably 
«f  the  mofk  utility  to  manj  thofe  of  art* 

•  Sec  accoQQts  of  Portuguefe  authors,  in  a  work  enti- 
ced/ SummarU  da  BibliQtheca   Lufitana^  4  voh.    Lifboa, 

1786.  y 

.  Vol.  IL  yi  and 
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and  fciences.  In  confidering  the  immen- 
fity  of  other  publications,  I  am  often  led 
to  doubt  whether  their  utility  may  not  di^ 

'  mini£h  with  their  number,  till  at  laffc  the 
fpeculative  and  learned  will  write  only  for 
each  other  j  while  thofe  who  have  other 
bufmefs  to  mind  will  defpair,  at  the  fight 
of  our  immenfe  increafing  libraries,  of  any 
information  that  way,  and  the  bulk  of 
mankind  remain  ftiU  more  ignorant  and  in- 
different of  what  pafTes  among  the  learned. 
The  voluminous  comments  of  the  laft  ages, 
and  the  trifling  chit-chat  flyle  of  this,  may 
fa  fill  the  world  wkh  volumes  as  to  frighten 

•  our  idle  fons  from  reading  any  of  them. 
But  let  us  hope  that  time  will  purge  away 
the  drofs  and  leave  only  the  ufeful,  and 
th^t  our  numerous  works  may  be  of  more 
fervice  to  pofterity  than  to  us,  when  the 
efTence  comes  to  be  extraded  and  brought 
together.  Hence  good  epitomes  of  pall 
knowledge  become  the  moft  ufeful  publica- 
tions, as  it  is  only  by  fuch  means  that 
fcience  can  be  difFufed,  and  have  beneficial 
influence  on  a  whole  nation. 
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I  approve  much  of  your  reading  Montef- 

quieu,  A.  Fergufon,  A.  Smithy  Hume,  and 

Blackilone.    As  I  would  have  you  think  as, 

well  as  read,  I  fhould  prefer^  the  book  that  is 

the  bfteneft  turned  down  on  the  table,  to 

take  a  torn  round  the  room,  and  that  makes 

you  dwell  and  feaft  upon  thinking.     Take 

enlarged  views  t>f    man,    of  the   whole 

fpecies,  as  well  as  of  nations,  claiTes,  and 

individuals;^  contemplate    human    nature 

and  fociety  in  the  declining,  and  in  the 

advancing  ftate.      When  we  confider  the 

adtive  principles  in  our  nature,  it  is  difficult 

to  conceive  how  the  human  race  can  well 

become   retrograde.      Surely  nothing  lefs 

than  the  united  efFoi^s  of  tyranny  and  fu- 

perftition,  of  paffion  and  ignoranccy  could 

deprive  them  of  their  natural  habits  of  ^ur- 

fuing  their  own  intereft,  and  hence,  when 

well  underftood,  that  of  the  fociety  and  of 

the  fpecies.      However,  this   is  not  rare, 

but  frequent  in  the  hiftory  of.  mankind : 

their  natural  induftry  is  often  fo  checked 

and  ftified  that  the  national  (lock  dimi- 

nifhes^  and  the  fopiety  declines :  we  fee  it 

in  thefe  two  nations  every  ftep  we  take* 

I  i  2  Portugal,' 
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Portugal,  I  am  fometimes  inclined  to  bo 
lieve  recoverable,  if  its  inhabitants,  or 
rather  government,  could  only  be  wife 
enough  to  preferve  an  intimate  conne^on 
with  England,  and  their  enmity  to  Spain. 
Thence  might  proceed  motives  to  ufeful 
exertion.  By  fome  wife  minifter,  bred  in 
England,  they  might  in  time  obtain  a  free 
and  fixed  conftitution  of  government,  as 
the  only  means  of  duration  and  profperity 
for  this  little  nation  and  its  colonies.  No- 
thing elfe  can  give  h  ftrength  to  compenfate 
the  want  of  fpace. 

But  again,  v^hen  we  view  fiuman  fociety 
on  the  other  fide,  and  contemplate  the  nu- 
merous caufes  of  decline,  as  tbofe  of  bad 
education  ;  the  predominance  of  the  felfifk 
principles   over    the    benevolent ;    public 
abufes  which  by  fo  many  ways  creep  in  and 
multiply  each  other ;  the  difficulties  of  com- 
bining liberty   with  iecurity,  fufficicnt  to 
awaken  and  fupport  induftryj  and   even 
where  thefe  are  once  eftabli(hedy  We  fe«j 
arts  and  luxury,  fcience,  dependence,  and 
flavery,  grow  up  together^  or  the  wifdom 

of 
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of  ?gea  deftroyed  by  one  foolifh  meafure, 
,or   miniftef:    the   ftandard   of  virtue,   tp 
which  all  muft  ia  fome  degree  conform, 
yvp  fee  varying  every  agej    at  one  time 
.TW^  ^^^  f^^^g^9  ^t  another  refined  an^ 
relaxing,  as^  ignorance  and  fuperftition  re- 
t5i|^e  to  make  way  for  knowledge  and  vici- 
ovLS  indiilgence ;  and   thence   the  gradual 
decline  of  all  public  fjpirit,  which  foon  be- 
comes infuffident  to  contend  with  the  pri- 
vate views  and  efforts  of  a  few,  to  whom 
the  many  ^re  at  lail  fubdued,  fo  as  to  banifh  ' 
again  the  fpirit  of  labour  and  exertion ;  till 
by  degrees  the  prefent  civilized  and  culti- 
vated countries  become  the  prey  of  deipot*- 
ifm  and  barbarous  deferts  once  more,  an(l 
tliencp^  new  nations  arife.     So  that  we  fee 
the  moral  world  is  probably  more  fubjedl 
to  great,  though  gradual  revolutions,  than 
the  natural,     lliis  circle  muil  perhaps  be 
often  repeated^  and  the  hiftory  of  all  be 
well  preferved,    before  we    can   eftablifh 
right  principles  on  which  ftability  and  im- 
ptovement  at  once  depend, 

• 

I  i  3  Societies 
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Societies  can  never  be  formed  by  perfeft 
wifdom..    Colonics  from  cultirvated  nations 
may  have  fome  advantages ;  and  we  ac^ 
cordingly  find  thofe  few;  within  the  period 
of  hiftory,  to  have  made  the  quickeft  and 
greateft  progrefs;  as  the  Afiatic   Greeks, 
Carthage,    the    Roman    colonies.     North 
America.     But  as  they  muft  always  retain 
fome  of  their  native  vices,  as  well  as  im- 
provements, they  muft  therefore,  perhaps, 
come  fooner  to  decay.     Some  think  that 
modern  Europe  may  be  already  paft  her 
meridian,  and  now  on  the  decline ;  and 
that  our  fyftems  of'  government   and  re- 
ligion are  not  capable  of  greater  advances 
than  what  we  have  feen.     Neighbouring 
nations  gradually  affimilate,  though  flow- 
ly }  but  whether  towards  the  beft  or  the 
worft  among  them,  may  yet  be  doubtful ; 
whether  thofe  that  rife,  or  thofe  that  de- 
cline draw  the  reft  after   them;  whefher 
he  that  fubdues  meft  by  arms,  artifice,  or 
corruption,  may  not  have  more  imitators 
than  their  greateft  benefactors  who  render 
them   induftrious,  free,  and   happy :  One 
warlike     defpot     muft    produce     others, 

a$ 
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as  his  neighbours  muft,  for  defence,  imitate 
him  in  maintaining  great  and  deftrudive 
armies ;  and  thefe,  in  the  manner  they  are 
commonly  raifed  and  conftru(3:ed,  generally 
tend  to  ruin  their  own  nations  as  much  as 
thw  enemies.  It  4s  certainly  of  import- 
ance to  know  on  what  the  fpirit  of  induftry, 
of  improvement,  and^  duration,  depends. 
If  there  be  a  principle  of  univerfal  efficacy 
throughout  the  moral  as  well  as  phyfical 
vrorld,  it  feems  to  be  that  of  mutual  control. 
It  feems  eflential  to  the  exiflence  and  dura-^ 
tion  of  all  political  fyftems,  and  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  fhew  how  all  nature  is  fup- 
ported  by  it. 

Freedom  and  fecurity  being  in  fome  de- 
^gree  incompatible,,  as  a  part  muft  be  given 
up  in  order  to  fecure  the  remainder,  the 
fecret  feems  to  confift  in  knowing  what, 
and  how  much  that  part  fhould  be.  Hither- 
to we  have  probably  b^en  fomewhat  mif- 
taken  in  both.  Till  the  great  art  of  govern- 
.ment  becomes  fimplified,  and  arranged  out 
of  chaos  and  myftery,  it  will  continue,  like 
fome  other  arts,  to  be  admiuiftered  ofteii^ 

I  i  4  by 
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by  igaorant  and  defigning  empirics.     Wc 

have  certainly  done  more  than  all  the  other 

nations  towards  the  difcovering  and  laying 

open  the  arcana  of  this  great  art ;  and  it 

is  rather  furprifing  that   other  tegiflators 

have  not  been  more  foltcitous  to  make  ufe 

of  our  pradical  difcoveries^     The  wifHom 

and  o^conomy  of  a  political  principle^  like 

thofe  of  nature,  muft  be  eftimated  on  the 

number  and  merits  of  the  different  pur^ 

pofes  it  is  calculated  to  anfwer.     Some  of 

thofe  afcribed  to  our  great  Alfred,  by  their 

duration,  and  being  ilill  the  beft  parts  of 

cur  police,  feem  to  have  been  dictated  by 

the  true  legiflative  fpirit.     It  may  ftiU  be  a 

problem  here  in  Europe,  however  the  cafe 

may  be  determined  in  China,  whether  the 

government  of  good  laws,  or  good  men,% 

be  the  beft?  Though  both  may  be  necef- 

fary,  arid  each  want  the  affiftance  of  the 

other,  and  the   latter  may  be  impoffiblc 

alone ;  yet  if  either,  and  only  one  of  them, 

were  to  be  had,  the  latter  would  probably 

be  the  beft  government  of  the  two,  if  it 

codlid  be  prevented  from  declining  into  def- 

potifm.     As  laws  advance  and  multiply, 

manners 
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manners  have  often  been  qbferred  to  dt^ 

cHne.   The  beft  fyftem  would  be  that  which 

produced  the  mofl  wife  and  good  xntru 

Th^re  is  a  fpirit  compofed  of  juftice  and 

humanity  which  comprehends  almoft  all 

Tirtues,  and  which,  if  once  generally  at-» 

tained,  would  fupply  the  place  of  many 

laws ;  and  men  would  then  look  for  hap** 

jHuefs  from  their  own  virtues,  talents,  and 

es^ertions;  and  not  from  fortune  or  de** 

pendence,  nor  from  vice,  intrigue,  or  ar-» 

tifice. 


What  a  fhame ,  to  the  human  race  to  fe^ 
fo  fmall  a  part  of  our  globe  yet  peopled 
and  cultivated !  fo  few  of  the  people  pro- 
perly  civilized  and  improved,   and  their 
fmall  improvements  confined  to  fo  few  and 
far  diftant  fpots,  feparated  by  immenfe  de- 
ferts,  only  parts  of  which  are  barely  oc- 
cupied by  fome  wandering  tribes  of  beings 
pften  fcarcely  human.    Except  China,  fomc 
parts  of  India,  .and  of  Europe,  the  reft  is 
yet  a  barren  wafte,  rendered  only  the  more 
gloomy  by  fuch  fcattered  inhabitants,  or 
^y  containing  here  knd  diere  a  parcel  of 

oppreffed 
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epprefied  people,  the  fubjedis  of  defpotifm. 
And  even  in  the  moft  improved  parts  of 
the  world,  perhaps,  there  is  fcarce  a  majo- 
rity who  have  acquired  wants  enough  to 
gain  the  proper  habits  of  a  continued  in- 
duftry ;  and  above  half  the  people  would 
willingly  remain  deprived  of  moft  of  what 
we  ihould  confider  as  the  common  iieceA 
faries  of  life,  rather  than  work  for  them. 
But  even  when  men  Remain,  or  are  re-^ 
duced  by  oppreffion  to  the  loweft  ftate,  to 
indolent,  felfifli,  and  malevolent  beings,  or 
to  the  chara£ker  of  flaves,  they  are  rarely 
even  then  fo  bad  as  their  fuperiors  affedt  to 
confider  them ;  and  they  might  be  more 
readily  improved  by  gentle  and  confidential 
treatment,   than  by   loads   of  penal  laws, 
which  only  make  them  worfe ;  or  by  multi-  ^ 
plying  their  chains  as  they  become  lels  able 
to  break  or  td  bear  them.     To  change  the 
habit§  of  a  whole  people  can  only  be  done 
by  working  on  the  rifing  generations  ;  but 
that  again  is  an  art  now  little  attempted  or 
underftood,  and  is  generally  left  to  chance, 
or  to  teachers  whofe  views  and  intereft  may 
tend  to  keep  them  ignorant,  or  lead  them 

aftray; 
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aftray.      The  vulgar,  or  common  run  o£ 

iegiflators,  feepi  to  think  that  the  people 

can  never  be  too  much  kept  under.     They 

ihuft  douhtlefs  be  regulated  and  controlled, 

but  for  their  own  benefit,  that  they  may 

not  by  their  excefles  deftroy  their   own 

weight   and   importance;    an    importance 

which  we,  in  particular,  muft  fupport,  with 

all  its  inconveniencies,  if  we  mean  to  avoid 

the  fate  of  oth^r  nations.     But  then  their 

power  •  and  influence  muft  adt  always  by 

intermediate   inftruments,   by   their   legal 

agents.     I  know  not  how  our  government 

could  be  fo  awkward  and  imprudent  as  to 

provoke  their  late  attempts  to  a6l  by  them- 

felves,    and    in   a  political    capacity,    for 

which  they   are  as   totally  unfit   as   they 

are  qualified  for  certain   civil   and   local 

funftions. 

Some  of  the  nations  of  antiquity  rofe  to 
vigour  and  eminence  by  the  direct  road  of 
virtue,  by  encouraging  the  nobleft  and 
moft  manly  difpofitions.  Perhaps  there 
was  no  other  way  left  for  us  felfiih  and 
degenerated    moderns    to    emerge    from 

Gothic 
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Gothic  barbarifm,  but  by  the  avaricioiw 
fpirit  of  commerce  and  gain.  By  this  we 
have  rifen,  and  by  its  effects  we  mu(b  pro- 
bably fall:  for  commerce  and  the  arts 
have  a  tendency,  without  fome  wife  re- 
gulations, gradually  to  corrupt,  debilitate, 
and  finally  to  enflave  mankind;  and  we 
may  already  too  plainly  perceive,  in  Ibme 
of  the  foremoft  nations,  the  footfteps  of 
luxury  and  depravity,  of  tyranny  and 
public  abufes,  which  may  overtake  and  flq) 
ihe  progrefs  of  arts  and  induftfy. 

Though  no  fyftcm  of  government  can 
be  invented  that  will  go  on  well,  and  as 
it  were  o£  itfelf,  without  a  good  head,  or 
without  fome  wifdom  in  its  leaders  ;  yet 
we  know  that  a  xooftitution  may  exifl  in 
which  the  common  defeats  of  human  na- 
ture may  be  provided  for,  and  which  a  bad 
leader  may  not  ^  able  to  deftroy,  and  by 
which  an  indifferent  one  may  nuiintain  the 
ground  already  gained,  till  a  better  guide 
arrive  to  carry  us  on  to  fartJler  improve- 
ipcnts. 

A  general 
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A  general   and  perpetual  congrefs,  by 
teprefentatives  from  all  the  European  ftates, 
however  impra£ticable  at  prefeht,  fliould 
not  however  be  loft  fight  of«     You  knc^ 
it  was  attempted  by  the  Greeks,  and  with 
fome  fuccefs.     If  Europe  ihould  continue 
to  improve  in  knowledge  and  wifdom,  and 
acquire  the  habits  of  freedom,  we   may 
conceive  fuch  a  wife  inftitution  to  become 
pra£ticable,  and  thence  may  proceed  im- 
menfe  benefits  to  mankind,  and  the  perfec- 
tion of  human  government ;  that  of  each 
fiation  may.  be  improved  to  the  higheft  by 
the  wifdom  of  the  whole  ;  all  may  thence 
become  properly  conneded  in  policy  and 
•free  intcrcourfe  of  wants  and  knowledge, 
and  one  whole  quarter  of  the  world  enjoy 
the  beft  form  of  government  that  is  pofTible 
among  men.      The  idea  might   ferve,  at 
leaft,  as  a  point  from  which  may  be  mea- 
fared  the  degrees  of  our  political  progrefs 
and  perfeSiou.     Indeed  fomething  fimilar 
already  exifts  in  the  endeavours  of  all  to 
preferve  a  balance  of  power,  which,  is  of 
great  effeft  and  importance   to  the  dura- 
tion and  ftability  of  the  different  nations* 

Con- 
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'Confederacies  have  not  yet  been  fbnnd 
to  be  fo  ftrpng,  fo  unitable,  nor  fo  dur- 
able, as  might  be  expefted:  but  a  more 
perfect  union,  on  our  plan,  by  reprefenta- 
tives  with  fufficient  powers,  and  yet  un- 
der proper  control,  feems  capable  of  more 
perfedion  and  extenfion  than  is  hitherto 
known  or  imagined.  The  chief  defe<^s  ia 
the  northern  ideas  of  government,  in  Ger- 
many, Holland,  &c.  feem  to  confift  in  the 
want  of  the  fafe  methods,  and  a  liberal 
confidence,  to  delegate  reprefentatives  widi 
fufficient  powers  to  legiHate  for  them,  and 
reform  their  conftitutions  where  neceflary. 
They  want  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  a  great 
fovereignty,  without  granting  the  autho- 
rity necefTary  to  produce  it.  Until  thefe 
little  fovereignties,  or  tyrannies,  of  which 
the  great  on^  confifts,  give  up  to  a  proper 
legillature  foif  the  whole,  a  fuflScicnt  power 
to  make  laws,  and  can  relinquifh  the  plea^ 
fures  of  oppr effing  their  fubje£ts,  they  can- 
not expert  to  have  a  free,  a  happy,  nor  a 
powerful  government. 

As  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  education 
and   employment  of  the   lower  ranks  of 

people, 
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people,    the  prefent  deficiencies  in   thef^ 
may  be  fufficieut  to  flop  the  progrefs  of    ' 
mankind.     Befides  the  nature  and  proper 
diftribution '  of  employment,  the  quantity 
or  proportion  of  it  may  be  of  great  confe- 
quepce.     Thofe  who  are  totally  occupied 
in  procuring  fubfiftence  can  have  no  exer- 
tions to  fpare  for  the  public,  unlefs  thofe 
very  exertions  for  exiftence  chance  to  have 
a  tendency  that  way,  which  fortunately  is 
often  naturally  the  cafe  in  well-regulated 
focieties.     But  matters  might  furely  be  fo 
ordered  that  all  might  have  fome  time  to 
fpare  for  education,  and  all  be  induced  to 
acquire  the  important  habits  of  doing  fome-  \ 
thing  in  a  direft  manner  for  the  good  of 
the  whole. 

But  the  remarkable  conclufiDns  to  be 
drawn  from  thefe Letters  feem  to  be,  that  the 
improvement  of  the  world  depends  moft  on 
education,  and  principally  on  that  of  princes, 
of  women,  and  of  the  lower  claffesj  and 
then  on  legiflation,  the  form  and  formation 
of  which  feem  to  be  of  the  utmoft  importance. 
Propagating  the  knowledge  of  mathematics, 

and 
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and  of  mufic,  feems  likewife  of  more  con- 
fequence  than  is  generally  imagined.. 

Your  doubts  concerning  the  decline  of 
Europe  are  very  natural.     I  am  glad  you 
reflect  on  fuch  comprehenfive  fubjedis.     It 
may  depend  much  on  what  we  call  Acci- 
dent.    Though  the  torrent  of  manners  is 
not  to  be  flopped,  yet  we  fometimes  lee  a 
fingle  event,  or  an  individual,  may  give  a 
turn  to  the  tide.     A  fmgle  battle,  a  Pitt,  a 
Frederic,  or  a  North  American  revolution^ 
may  give  a  confiderabie  bias  to  opinions, 
to  many  nations,  and  to  an  age.     Yes;  the 
improvements  in  war  are  as  neceflary,  and 
conftitute  as  eflential  a  part  of  the  whole 
advancement  of  the  Ipecies,  as  thofeof  any 
other  art ;  and  are  necefTary  to  the  pre- 
servation of  focietv,  and  of  all  the   other 
arts.     As  war  improves,  conquefts  become 
toore  diflScult.     The  taking  a  town  may 
coft  greater  time  and  expence  now  than 
formerly  a  kingdom* 

Your  projedt  and  manner  of  travelling 

to  improve  the  world  as  well  as  yourfelf, 

may  do  well  enough  as  a  half  ferious  joke. 

8  There 


ilk' 
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f  -T'here  have  been  people  romantic  enougk 
JDf  to  accompany  you ;  but  I  doubt  your  find- 
ing any  fueh  at  prefent^  except  perhaps 
'fome  od^  man  in  your  own  ifland*  Where- 
•^ '  ever  you  go^  I  think  you  will  find  that  the 
•  art  which  moft  impedes  all  the  reft,  is  that 
^  of  government.  Till  the  true  legiflativc 
'-  fpirit  revive,  the  world  cannot  advance ; 
-  nor  till  the  few  nations  that  you  fee  im-  * 
prove  only  by  that  fpirit,  can  carry  the 
reft  along  with  them*  A  government  can 
improve  perhaps  only  by  frequent  renova- 
tions, and  reverting  repeatedly  to  the  firft 
principles  of  natural  liberty  and  juftice ; 
arid  yoU  will  find  no  fuch  pr9vifion  yet  any 
where,  nearly  fuflicient  for  the  piirpofc.  But 
there  may  be  fome  hope  for  pofterity.  Thi^ 
is  a  writing,  an  experimenting,  and  rather  a 
fenfible,  though  a  trifling  age,  and  may 
hoard  up  the  means  of  futi^-e  legiflative  im- 
provements ;  and  may  furnifh  the  neceflary 
information,  and  the  true  patriotic  ^eal,  to 
fome  liberal  and  philofophic  prince,  if  fuch 
can  be  produced  in  fpite  of  the  difadvan- 
tages  attending  on  courts,  their  birth  and 
fituation.  But  on  the  other  hand,  we  have 
Vol.  it.  K  fc  reafon 
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reafon  to  dread  a  decline,  and  may  doubt 
if  letters  and  knowledge  be  fo  difiufed 
and  eftablifhed  as  never  to  be  loft,  ^whcn 
we  confider  on  what  precarious  tenure  they 
are  held.  A  miftaken  monarch,  or  noLinifter, 
the  accidental  conqueft  of  a  ftupid  general, 
or  the  deftruSive  hand  of  deipotifm,  may 
foon  banifh  and  ihut  them  all  out.  Law, 
police,  faience,  arts,  all  that  complex  fyftem 
has  vani(hed  from  thefe  rich  Spanifh  phuns, 
as  from  thofe  of  Fez,  Campania,  Greece, 
where  ihey  were  thought  to  be  fixed  for 
ever. 

I  leave  you  to  determine  thefe,  and 
n^any  other  points,  I  hope,  from  farther 
experience  and  reflection.  You  may,  la 
time,  be  able  to  judge  whether  the  chances 
are  in  favour  of  good  education  and  pubGc 
virtue,  or  the  jcontrary  ;  how  long  the  4 
abufes  of  tyranny  may  be  reftrained  by 
mutual  fear  and  ihame,  or  by  a  livelier  fenfe 
of  honour  and  juftice,  or  by  gentler  man- 
ners, than  formerly  ;  whether  the  decline 
of  morals  may  not  accompany  the  progrefs 
of  arts  and  knowledge,  and  the  people  be 

5  ingeniouj 
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ingenious  and  induftrious,  yet '  weak  and 
vicious,  as  we  fee  in  fome  manufa6lurihg 
towns  ;---how  long  they  may  be  protefited^ 
by  the  arts  which  furvive  and  fupply  the 
decay  of  militaary  virtue ;  and  without  the 
help  of  an  enemy,  how  long  they  may  be 
in  conquering  themfclves,  in  changing  their 
nature  and  xharadler,  and  thence  the  face 
of  the  country.     We  know  from  hiftwy 
the  poffibility  of  fuch  a  progrefs.     Or,  if 
you  fliould  think   the   world   improving, 
you  may  be  able  to  guefs  how  long  Europe 
may  be  in  coUeding  and  diffufing  know-* 
ledge  and  virtue  enough  to  perfeS  a  fyftem 
of  government  for  herfelf ;  if  we  may  foon 
hope  to  fee  tyranny  and  ignorance  quietly 
vanquiftied,   and  nations  change  and  im- 
prove   their   governments  with   eafe  and 
tranquillity,  without  civil  wars  .and  blood- 
fhed. 


1  do  not  difapprove  of  your  difliking 
the  florid  ftyle  now  in  ufe,  for  which  It 
think  our  language  fo  little  adapted.  We 
have  doubtlefs  a  great  deal  of  good  writ^Ag 
in  this  age,  though  ^nuch  of  it  is  (too  fine  j 

K  k  a  and 
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and  this  meets  with  fo  great  approbation, 
that  I  dread  a  decline,  and  that  we  may  be 
encouraged  to  go  on  refining  and  orna- 
menting till  we  arrive  at  a  depraved  tafte 
in  writing,  as  in  the  other  arts,  for  they 
are  all  conhedled.     I  have  told  you  how  I 
think  this  progrefs  may  be  retarded  or  di- 
TfiCitA^  by  the  education  and  afliftance  of 
the  other  fex.     Read,  by  all  means,  the 
bed  writers  on  the  fubje£l  of  language,  as 
Blair,  -though   fometimes   trifling ;    Lords 
Kaimes  and  Monboddo,  though  often  wild 
and  fanciful,  yet  iogenious.     But  I  want 
you  to  follow  me  in  the  ftudy  of  matter 
more  than  of  manner ;  to  look  beyond  ftyle, 
and  as  you  write,  often  feem  to  forget  it.  If 
the  candid,  who  read  and  follow  us,  do  not 
likewife  forget  it,  we  ftiall  only  have  mifled 
our  aim  ;  another  may  fucceed :  brevity  and 
limplicity,  and  a  certain  contempt  of  fipery 
and  affeftation,  are  not  lefs  the  true  genius 
and  forte  of  our  language.  I  know  not  that 
stny  of  us  have  yet  produced,  in  Englifli 
profe,  the  true  language  of  genius,  with- 
out bordering  on  frenzy  or  madnefs.     Wc 
have  had  writers  equal  and  fimilar  to  De 

Thous, 
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Thous,  Mezcrays,  Davilas,  and  even  Cre- 
billons;  but  have  any  of  us  written  like 
Montefquieu,  Voltaire,  Roufleau,  or  Bec- 
caria  ?  with  all  the  brief  and  fimple  pre- 
cifion,  yet  temperate  fire  of  genius  and 
judgment  ?  though  our  language  is  certain- 
ly capable  of  all  thefe,  at  leaft  equally  with 
theirs.  I  fhould  perhaps  confider  Swift 
fometimes,  and  a  few  of  our  mathematical 
or  fcientific  writers,  as  having  come  the 
neareil  to  wh9t  I  mean. 

A  good  writer  in  any  original  ftyle  has 
generally  too  much  influence,  and  fets  the 
faftiion  for  too  long  a  time,  till  his  man* 
ner  is  worn  to  rags  by  his  imitators.  Moil 
of  our  writers,  for  fome  time  paft,  have 
tired  us  with  perpetual  attempts  at  wit  and 
banter,  becaufe  Swift  and  Addifon  did  fo 
with  fuccefs ;  and  now,  I  fuppofe,  we  muft 
all  for  a  long  time  go  upon  ftiltsi  becaufe  J — 
and  G—  have  done  fo  with  fome  eflTedl, 
though  with  fo  little  grace  and  good  tafte ; 
and  our  writers,  imitators  of  thofe  diflferent 
mafters,  may  probably  long  be  divifible 
into   two   ddiScSy  Jialkers  and  triflcrsy  till 

K  k  3  ceconomi'- 
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occonomical  Nature  &aU  again  produce 
fbrtie  other  original  geiuu$  for  us  all  to 
follow^ 

I  fear  you  ^ill  find  the  commercial  ideas 
of  thefe  two  nations  as  yet  too  far  behind 
the  liberal  principles  of  Adam  Smith,  to 
admit  of  any  of  the  fchemes  of  mutual  ad« 
vantage  which  you  would  propofe.  As  they 
have  hardly  yet  got  beyond  their  own  old 
cngrofling  or  hoarding  fyftem,  and  only 
fomq,  are  beginning  to  reafon  upon  the 
fftdlar  f^cfn  of  confidering  a  favourable 
balance  in  money,  and  the  manufa£turing 
every  thing  they  want  for  themfelves,  as 
the  only  teft  of  national  profperity,  we  can- 
not expedJ:  they  will  yet  enter  into  any 
liberal  or  mutual  beneficial  plan  of  inter- 
courfe  and  exchange;  efpecially  while  any 
plan  that  would  enrich  the  people  is  not 
probably  the  obje£l  of  thofe  who  govern 
them. 

Had  we  more  time  and  fpace,  I  fhould 
probably  chufe   to  lay  before  you  a  ftill 
greater  variety  of  general  ideas  and  doubt- 
ful 
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ful  opinions  to  entei;  the  world  with,  and 
to   be  determined  by  your  future  experi- 
ence, to  ferve  as  motives  to  enquiry,  and 
as  food  for  reflexion,  in  the  courfe  of  your 
travels.     If  any  of  jjpu  fhould  think  I  have 
been  harping  too  much  on  the  theme  of  • 
government,  you  muft  all  bear  afhare  of 
the   blame   for  your  inftigation.     If  we 
Englifh  do  not  make  fomething  of  that  ^ 
theme,  I  fear  none  elfe  will.     The  feeing 
other  nations  fo  ignorant  of  the  fubje£t  in- 
duces us  to  dwell  more  upon  it.     On  our 
return,  I  fuppofe  we  Ihall  forget  and  nis- 
gle(3;  it  as  completely  as  any  of  you ;  for 
I  think  thefe  fubjeds  are  w;earing  out  of 
fafhion  in  our  country,  while  they  are  quite 
the   Ion   everywhere   elfe,   efpecially  fince 
this  American  difpute  began. 

Three  things  I  have  yet  to  recommend 
to  you  young  travellers,  and  your  friends: 
The  firft  is,  the  common  injundlion  of  ac- 
quiring a  general  knowledge  of  your  own 
country  before  you  leave  it,  which  I  fear 
is  not  yet  much  better  executed  for  being 
often  repeated  and  generally  knowni 
Secondly,  for  you  who  have  \yives  and  fa- 

K  k  4  milias, 
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inilies,  or  ferriale  relations,  to  take  them  with 
you,  if  poffible ;  or  to  join  fome  family 
party.  The  ladies  and  a  domcrtic  way  of 
life  will  oblige  you  to  become  acquainted 
wdth  many  things  and  perfons,  of  confe- 
quence  to  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
which  you  would  overlook  in  running 
through  a  country  en  garpn.  The  third 
is,  to  fix  your  rcfidence  for  a  time  in  fome 
part  of  a  country  before  you  begin  to  exa-!- 
mine  it,  for  many  and  obvious  reafons. 
T3y  this  mode  of  mixing  refidence  with 
travel,  you  may  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
fome  countries,  and  piake  up,  as  it  were, 
in  depth  what  may  be  wanting  in  diftance. 
Thofe  who  travel  for  real  improvement 
and  information,  fhould  go  abroad  twice 
or  three  times  in  their  lives,  wz.  when  very 
young,  to  form  the  organs  of  fpeech  to 
languages ;  and  then  between  twenty  and 
thirty  years  of  age,  to  learn  what  is  ufeful, 
or  at  leaft  to  obferve  how  things  may  b? 
feen  and  examined  anbthar  time ;  for  every 
country,  in  order  to  be  well  known,  muft 
hh  vifited  twice  at  leaft. 
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To  A.  J. 

SIR,  Nov.  1787, 

I  AM  glaid  to  fee  you,  and  ethers,  be- 
coming more  interefted  and  active  in 
promoting   the    profperity   of  our   diftant 
coafts  and  iflands,  and  that  both  the  public 
and  indiviffual  attention  may  in  time  reacli 
the  appendages  and  extremities  of  the  king- 
dom  i  fo  that  the  lofs  of  a  diftant  empire 
may  poffibly  be  attended  with  the  improve- 
ment of  that  at  home,  which  is  probably  of 
far  more  importance  to  us,     Thefe  iflands 
in  our  channel,  which  we  ftill  poflefs,  are 
certainly  of  great  utility  and  criedit  to  us 
as^  a  commercial  and  maritime  nation.  The 
nvhole  clufter  of  ifles  that  form  the  Britifh 
^  empire. 
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empire,  has  of  late  begun  to  feel  and  to 
ftiew  a  progrefs  and  degree  of  power  un- 
known befbre,  and  if  they  could   all    be 
properly  united  and  governed,  and  public 
wifdom  accompany  the   progrefs    of   the 
other  arts,  they  may  in  a  century  more 
ferve  the  world  as  a  pattern,  and  contribute 
more  than  all  the  other  nations  towards 
improving  the  reft  of  mankind.     But  this 
empire  cannot  probably  exert  above  half 
its  beneficial  influence  on  the  world,  nor 
can  its  internal  improvements  advance  with 
above  half  the  celerity  of  which  they  are 
capable,  till  all  its  parts  are  properly  united 
in    one    well-balanced    legiflature.       The 
quick  and  projgreffive  rife  and  improve- 
ment of  the  nation,  fmce  the  union  of  the 
principal  ifland,  has  been  very  remarkable ; 
and  let  us  hope  the  reft,  Ireland  not  ex- 
cepted, will  all  in  time  be  fo  united   in  a 
fimilar,  or  perhaps  a  better  and  more  inti- 
mate manner,  as  fcience  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples fliall  gradually  prevail  over  prejudice 
and  ignorance.     Thefe  fmaller  iflands  that 
furround  the  greater  Ihould  certainly  be  fe 
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united  and  repreferuted^    The  diftant  parts- 
of  the  empire  reqiaire  perbaps  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  the  public  attention  and  endou^ 
ragement  than  th^  reft,  in  order  to /bring 
them  nearer  to  a  par  with  the  more  central 
parts  for  their  mutual  benefit :  and  it  af- 
fords pleafure  to  fee  fuch  maxims  begin  to 
prevail,  and  hopes  that  even  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland  will  not  be  much  longer  ne- 
gleded.      And   let  not  the  liberal  minds 
give  up  in  defpair,  though  they  fhould  be 
^  repeatedly  difappointed.     The  different. at- 
tempts and  difappointments  will  not  be  en- 
tirely loft.     They  call  the  public  attention, 
and  produce  repeated  difcuffions  :  men  are 
thence  better  prepared  to  take  advantage  of 
accidents.      Ignorance,  public  abufes,  and 
the  remains  of  feudal  tyranny,  may  thus  in 
time  be  gradually  overcome,  and  at  length 
be  baniflied  even  from  the  extremities  of 
all  the  Britifh  dominions. 

The  numerous  beauties  of  this  little  ifland 
I  (hall  not  attempt  to  defcribe.  The  rocky 
promontories,  and  extenfive  amphitheatrical 

fandy 
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iandy  bays  of  its  coaft^  the  internal  little 
ihady  vales  and  flreams,  are  all  remarkably 
beautiful.  The  whole  is  perhaps  too  much 
covered'  with  wood ;  the  diviftons  of  the 
land  too  fmali :  the  numerous  fences  plants 
ed  with  trees,  together  with  the  roads,  oc- 
cupy probably  one-fourth  of  the  ifland.  The 
fea  feems  gaining  on  the  weft  end,  near  St. 
Owen's  Bay.  The  natural  hiftory  and  pro- 
duce would  require  more  attention  than 
we  can  fpare^  and  probably  deferve  it. 
Thefe  iflands  are  obvioufly  the  tops  of 
marine  mountains,  and  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
the  Pyrenees,  &c.  confifting  of  a  few  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  perhaps  primitive  rock, 
thrown  up  in  confufed  heaps  or  (battered 
mafles.  Where  any  ftrata  are  perceptible, 
they  are  nearly  perpendicular  to  thq 
horizon. 

Of  the  ftate  of  fociety  and  government, 
I  fhall  only  give  you  a  few  of  my  ufual 
loofe  remarks.  Thefe  iflands  have  bqen 
held  as  a  remnant  of  Normandy,  by  what 
accidental  care  and  good  fort^une  it  is  need- 
lefs  here  to  trace.  Their  form  of  govern- 
7  ment 
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ment  ia  an^old  feudal  ariftocracy,  eftablifti- 
ed  Uy  king  Johia,  with  the  legiflative,  the 
judicial,    and,   for  a   time,   the  executive 
powers,  in  the   fame  body  of  people,  as 
was.  the  mode  in  thofe  times  of  war  and 
ignorance*     They  have  been  confidered  as 
belonging  not  to  our  legiflature,  bpt  to  the 
crown,  and  have  generally  been  under  the 
5ldminiftration  or   fupermtendence  of  the 
privy  council,  which  is  not  I  believe  allow- 
ed to  be  very  well  conftituted  even  for  a 
court  of  law ;  how  well  calculated  to  be 
a  legiflative  body  I  will  not  pretend  to  de- 
termine.     The   moll   democratic  govern- 
ment muft  perhaps  become  ariftocratic  in 
fome    degree;    the   degree    and   form   of 
which  is  of  great  importance.     When  it 
can  be  properly  divided  into  an  upper  and 
lower    part,    feparate,    independemt,    and 
nearly  balanced,     and  under  the    control 
properly  limited  of  one  head,  the  fyftem 
may  become  nearly  complete:  but  here^ 
the  two  latter  are  defedtive.     The  upper 
and  lower  parts,  the  Peers  and  Commons, 
fit  together,  and  the  ariftocratic  part  com- 
monly governs,  as  ufual  in  this  form :  the 

yet 
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yet  ill « defined  powers  of  the  head  is 
ed  between  a  governor  Si^d  a  baily,  who 
generally  a£t  by  deputies.     Thi^  Jimulacrt 
of  a  conilitution  deceives  at  firft  view  with 
fbme  appearance  of  control  and  ibaladuce,  of 
forms,    eledions,    judges;    but  thefc  ar^ 
chiefly  fallacies,  and  the  whole  has  been 
too  often  found  to  be  little  better  than  a 
tyrannical  ariflocracy.     The  ftates  or  legis- 
lature confifls  of  twelve  jurats,  eledled  by 
the  whole  ifland  for  life,— of  twelve  clergy, 
and  of  twelve  members  called  oonftables, 
one  ele(3:ed  by  each  parifli.  for  three  years, 
with  the  lieutenant-haily  who  holds  the 
ftates.     The  clergy  are  probably  the  beft 
informed  part  of  this  legiflature,  and  can 
have   but   few  interefted   views.     Where 
there  are  no  places  or  preferment  for  them, 
and  their  livings  being  very  fmall,  it  feems 
fheir  intereft  to  be  .popular  among  their 
parifhioners ;  they  are  generally  now  on 
the  iide  of  the  people,  and  feem  to  be  pro- 
portionally difliked  by  the  feigneurs.  Their 
biftiop,  viz.  of  Winchefler,  furely  ought  to 
iifit  them  fometimes,  and  they  fhould  have 
more  ftudents  at  our  univerfities,  where 

there 
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there  is  only  n  fcanty  pVovifion  of  three 
fellowfhips,  and  twelve  poor  fcholarfhips, 
for  the  two  iflands.  The  judicial  power, 
or  royal  court,  is  only  a  certain  number  of 
the  jurats,  who,  in  this  capacity,  cannot  be 
expedled  always  to  forget  their  political  or 
party  fpirit;  and  accordingly  they  have 
cf^en  ufed  their  judicial  power  to  promote 
their  political  views  and  influence,  imd 
caufes  are  frequently  decided  in  favour  of 
their  own  party.  As  legiflators,  or  as  judges, 
they  are  placed  in  a  cruel  and  diflScult  fitua- 
tion,  and  if  they  have  been  fometimes  ty- 
rannical and  unjufl:,  their  political  conftitu- 
tion  is  perhaps  more  in  fault  than  they.     . 

In  order  to  procure  juftice  and  freedom, 
the  efficient  government,  of  whatever 
form,  flxould  be  under  fome  control,  or  it 
will  degenerate  into  tyranny : — fuch  is  man. 
This  ariftocracy  has  been  formerly  long 
in  the  habits  of  governing  without  any 
fufficient  reflraint ;  and  though  a  fpirit  of 
liberty  and  oppofition  has  at  length  found 
its  way  hither,  and  the  jurats  have  lofl  their 
great  influence  in  the  ftates,  yet  they  n^y 

again 
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again  recover  it,  and  refume  their  wonted 
defpotic  fway,  if  the  privy  council  fliould 
be   too   partial    to   the     ariftocratic    part- 
Their  prefent  fituation,  full  of  perpetual 
ftruggles  between  the  governing  and  po- 
pular parties,  creates  violent  heats  and  ani- 
moHties,  and  threatens  dangerous  coiifufion^ 
as  ufual  in  fmall  places,  efpecially  if  no 
umpire  of  fufficient  authority  and  influence 
is  prefent  to  decide  the  conteft,  and  with 
wifdom  enough  to  preferve  the  balance^ 
The  reftoring  and  fupportihg  their  ancient 
tyranny  can  hardly  now  be  intended^  as 
-fome  of  them  fufpedt^  being  a  meafure  fo 
highly  unworthy  an  Englifh  government^ 
and  could  only  be  effeded  by  fuch  violent 
means  as  would  in  thefe  days  difgrace  any 
nation.    The  only  remedy  fe  to  mend  their 
conftitution,  and  give  them  fome  Englifh 
laws,  which  is  now  much  defired  by  many. 
Juries,   in  the  way  which  they  themfelves 
propofe,  and  which  were  anciently  in  ufe 
here  as   in   Normandy,    would    probably 
anfwer  well  enough  for  them,  viz.  in  cafes 
where  defired  by  the  parties.     It  maybe 
alleged,  that  in  fuch  fmall  places  their  de^ 

cifiooa 
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cifions  Would  ftill  be  only  the  voice  of 
party;  but  thefe,  by  being  generally  the 
opinion  of  a  majority,  would  probably  be 
nearly  and  often  right,  and  would  be  lefs 
partial  than  the  judgment  of  arbitrary  and 
interefted  magiftrates- 

Such  a  bafelefs  fabric  as  this  old  French, 
ariftocracy  is  not  now  long  to  be  fupportcd, 
and  was  only  pradlicable'  in  the  hands  of . 
1?vifdom  or  artifice,  arid  experience ;  but 
tiiuft  crumble  to  pieces  if  it  fhould  repeat- 
edly fall  under  the  guidance  of  folly,  vanity, 
paffion,  ot  inexperience,  and  ftill  more  if 
tinder  all  thefe  together* 

It  might  be  owing  to  the  tyranny,  in- 
fiifficiency,  or  non-refidence  of  former  go- 
vernors, that  their  power  has  been  divid** 
ed :  the  civil  part  has  been  given  to  a 
%baily  who  holds  the  fiates,  &c.  by  deputy  ; 
.and  little  elfe  befides  the  military  part,  re- 
mains to  the  governor.  Unlefs  thefe  two 
chance  to  be  very  wife  and  temperate 
men,  they  mufl:  be  at  perpetual  wan 
In  the  body  politic,  there  is  no  fupplying 
the  want  or  deficiency  of  a  head :  every 
fubftitute  or  contrivance  for  that  purpofe 

VoL.IL  L  I  can 
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can  form  only  a  monfter  vfhich  cannot 
live  long.  It  is  better  there  be  always  a 
neceffity  for  a  good  head,  to  oblige  fove- 
reigns  to  look  out  for  proper  governors, 
and  not  indulge  them  in  thinking  their 
fools  or  favourites  fuflScient*  Beiides,  we 
ihould  attend  to  the  change  of  times  and 
manners  for  many  obvious  reafons.  Even 
proper  military  lieutenant-governors  may 
now  perhaps  be  more  eafily  found  than 
lieutenant-bailies  above  mediocrity,  or  fuf- 
liciently  qualified  for  the  head  of  fuch  a 
ftate.  The  army  may  now  produce  as 
many  men  of  fufficient  probity,  honour, 
and  general  knowledge,  as  any  other  line 
of  life.  It  is  not  to  be  eafily  imdcrftood 
why  we  have  been  fo  backward  in  giving 
thefe  people  the  fame  kind  of  gov^nment 
with  our  other  iflands,  by  a  gorvemor, 
fenate,  and  afiembly. 

In  every  country  and^form  of  rule,  there 
ought  perhaps  to  be  complaints  and  abufes 
enough  to  feed  and  maintain  an  oppofition 
as  a  watch  and  control  upon  power ;  and 
when  oppofition  is  increafed  to  a  nia-^ 
jority,  by  the  increafe  of  abufes,  they  are 
thus  often  rcdreffed*  TTiis  oppofitioxr  having 
6  of 
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of  late  grown  up  to  a  majority,  under 
every  difadvantage,  ,marks  that  it  is  high 
time  to  change  and  improve  their  cot^ftitu^ 
tion.  Though  thefe  pobr  people  may  not 
liave  ib  much  to  complain  of  as  they  ima- 
gine, tMT  as  might  be  expected '  under  fo 
imperfeiit  a  gavernment ;  though  they  may 
naturally  n^agnify  their  own  evils  and  fuf- 
ferances'j  yet  they  ought  furely  to  have  at 
leaft  fome  of  jthem  redteffed.  They  might 
fucceed  better,  perhaps  in  every  fehfe,  vvrith 
more  patience  and  moderation;  hut  thefe 
qualities  may  be  more  difficult  to  acquire 
in  proportion  to  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  and  defedive  form  of  its  conftitu- 
tion.  This  is  not  a  goyernment  of  laws, 
but  of  perfons,  which  ufually  degenerates 
^  into  tyranny.  They  can  hardly  indeed  be 
faid  to  have  any  laws,,  except  a  few  orders 
of  council,  and  fome  vague  and  uncertain 
old  cullctfnsy  which  are  naturally  neglefted 
amj  forgotten  by  an  arbitrary  goyernment. 
But  fince  Colonel  Campbell,  their  lieu- 
tenant-governor in  1 76 1,  firft  encouraged 
an  oppofition  to  the  reigning  magiftrates, 
their  minds  and  ^iews  have  been  gradually 
opening,  and  they  have  caught  a  little  of 

L  1  2  that 
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that  fpirit  of  freedom  and  difcuffion  which 
furrounds  them  in  Europe;  and  it  feems 
rather  furprifing,  that  our  government  has 
not  yet  encouraged  their  efforts,  nor  fecond- 
ed  that  gentleman's  benevolent  endeavours, 
and  has  been  fo  remifs  in  granting  them 
more  of  our  laws  and  conftitution.  How- 
ever, their  legiflative  ideas  fcem  to  be  ad- 
vancing by  their  contentions,  more  than 
for  centuries  before.  The  principles  and 
improvements  of  the  age  muft  probably, 
in  time,  reach  thefe  iflands. 

Though  they  may  yet  be  confidered  as 
children  in  politics,  and  unfit  to  govern 
themfelves ;  though  they  may  not  all  fuf- 
ficiently  confider  the  long  gradation  ne- 
ceffary  to  perfeftion  in  domeftic  policy, 
nor  the  difficulties,  or  rather  impoflibility 
of  adopting,  at  once,  all  the  laws  and  con- 
ftitution  of  England,  which  have  required 
the  progreffion  of  ages  to  attain  the  prefent 
degree  of  excellence,  and  which  their  ftate 
is  not  yet  ripe  for  j  this  perhaps  ought  to 
coil  them  much  time  and  pains,  and  muft 
prove  the  refult  of  gradual  experience. 
However,  fome  of  them  are  fenfible  of  this, 

and 
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and  wifli  it  to  be  gradual.  You  might 
begin  either  by  granting  them  the  juries 
they  defire,  or  by  improving  their  conftitu- 
tion  only  by  a  fmall  alteration  in  its  form  ; 
by  feparating  the  ftates  into  two  houfes, 
^with  a  governor  only ;  and  the  other  ne- 
ceffary  changes  would  gradually  follow  of 
courfe.  To  do  this  in  the  wifeft  and  moft 
temperate  manner,  fend  them  proper  com- 
miitioners  firft  to  examine  and  report. 

Many  think  the  form  of  government  im- 
material, if  the  people  are  contented.  You 
know  I  do  not  think  fo ;  but  even  that 
excufe  for  ftanding  ftill,  or  for  chepking 
the  natural  human  progrefs^  will  probably 
foon  be  removed  j  for  much  of  the  world 
feem  now  ^o  be  changing  their  ideas  very 
faft  on  thefe  fubjefl:s.  In  this  progrefs, 
the  wifeft  rulers  will  give  way  to  fome  of 
the  inevitable  innovations,  and  will  attempt 
only  to  limit  the  degree,  and  reftrain  the 
impetuofity,  but  not  forcibly  oppofe  the 
carrying  cf  fome  fpeculations  into  pradice. 
If  any  of  them  are  really  great,  thefe  will 
ftep  forward  and  become  the  leaders  of 
temperate  reformation ;  they  will  eftablifti 
and  repair,  but  not  deftroy  fyftems,  and 
will  become  great  legiflators,  and  the  re- 

L  1  3  founders 
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founders  of  lafting  nations.     The  gradu^ 
improvement  of  man,    of   the  fociety   or 
the  fpecies,  is  an  interefting  progrefs^  in 
which  the  knowledge  of  his  own  errors  is 
the  firft  ftep ;  and  to  which  the  theories, 
and  even  hints  of  fpeculation,  and  the  fads 
of  experience,  are  all  equally  neceflary  and 
conducive.     In  this  progrefe,  political  and 
legiflative  knowledge  Teems  to  be  the  moft 
neceflary,  and  hitherto  the  moft  deficient. 
But  all  the  affiftance  of  fuch  knowledge 
cannot  perhaps  be  expeded  till  education 
is  better  underftood,  nor  till  theory  is  more 
generally  joined  with  pradice,  ftudy  with 
experience  and  travel.     I  could  fometimes 
wifli  no  man  to  be  admitted  as  a  magiftrate, 
more  than  a  paftor,  whp  had  not  pafled 
fbme  certain  degree  or  examination  at  an 
univerfity,  if  we  did  not  fee  that  numbers 
may  take  that  road  and  bring  away  very 
little  ufeful  fcience  ;  and  yet  fome  of  thefe 
may  become  §ven  minifters  of  ftate  long 
before  they  know  on  what  the  profperity 
of  a  nation  depends.     Such  knowledge  is 
not  to  be  found  ready  for  ufe  in  books  and 
college  ledures,  nor  in  the  huge  volumes 
of  the  law,  however  ncceffary  thefe  may 
be,  as  a  foundation  for  experience  to  build 

upon. 
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upon.  Hence  our  political  and  commer- 
cial principles  have  been  fo  often  deficient. 
It  may  require  yet  much  more  time,  and 
a  more  general  information,  to  banifh  all  . 
the  remains  of  our  monopolizing  cqrpora- 
tion  ideas  of  commerce  and  balance  of 
trade,  founded  on  opinions  and  fentiments 
unworthy  a  Jew  pedler,  viz.  on  a  rnean 
jealoufy  of  all  the  world,  and  wifliing  no 
nation  to  have  a  profit  or  favourable  balance 
but  ourfclves ;  and  it .  was  fhameful  to  fee  . 
minifters,  not  very  long  ago,  reafoning 
from  the  ideas  of  the  meanefl  monopolifl^ 
defirous  that  other  nations  fhould  take  out 
manufa^bures,  and  make  nothing  for  them- 
felves  that  ihould  enable  them  to  pay  us : 
whereas  it  might,  eafily  be  Ihewn  that  the 
higheft  cultivation  and  induftry  of  the 
world  would  proportionally  increafe  the 
commerce  of  all  nations.  From  the  fame 
kind  of  narrow  principles  have  proceed- 
ed much  of  our  politics  of  late,  endea- 
vouring to  engrofs  the  trade  and  depend- 
ence of  colonies  and  diftant  countries,  to 
our  mutual  difadvantage.  It  is  to  be  feared 
there  are  flill  fome  who  think  we  were 
wrong  in  permitting  to  our  colonies  fuch 
good  forms  of  government  by  which  they 

L  1  4  profpered 
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profpered  fo  fad,  and  liecame  more  incis* 
pendent  on  our  caprices;  but  chiefly    by 
our  own  folly  and  tyranny  they  were  fe-» 
parated  from  us  before  their  time.    T^hofe 
people  would  have  had  us  imitate  Spain, 
and  fecure  the  dependence  of  our  colonies 
by  their  poverty  and  depopulation.     Will 
it  be  believed  by  pofterity,  that  fuch  fenti- 
mcnts  prevailed  in  the  firft  nation  of  the 
world  during  the  eighteenth  century  ?  Such 
maxims  and  events  are  certainly  of  hiftori- 
cal  importance,  and  fhould  be  held  up  to 
pofterity  in  their  proper  colours.     But  let 
us  hope  our  public  councils  will  now  im* 
prove,  as  general  knowledge  and  more  li-. 
beral  legislative  principles  gradually  prevail 
in  the  world,  and  that  the  times  are  nearly 
paft  which  produced  ftamp  a£ts,  Quebec 
bills,  and  fuch  proceedings  as  loft  us  an 
empire.     Let  us  give  way;^  or  rather  take 
the  lead  in  the  improvements  of  the  age. 
Myftery  and  oppreffion  cannot  long  fub- 
fift,  nor  fucceed  as  hitherto,  in  thefe  in- 
veftigating  and  enlightened  times,  and  muft 
probably   be   gradually   relinquiflied,    and 
baniflied  from  the  art  of  governing  man- 
kind.    How  much  better  to  lead  than  be 

driven. 
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4^ven,  and  to  beftow  in  time  with  a  good 
grace  what  muft  at  length  be,  as  it  were, 
extorted  by  the  general  voice  ?  Even  when 
k  Conway  fhalll  be  no  more,  though  vir-^ 
ttie  and  fcience  fliall  then  drop  a  tear,  other 
friends  to  liberty  ai^d  juftice  will  arife,  to 
fiipport  and  extend  their  reviving  jprinci- 
ples,  and  who  will  lead  your  long-negled- 
ed  iflanders  into  the  general  legiflature,  or 
to  all  the  benefits  of  the  Britifli  laws  and 
government.  There  is  a  kind  of  liberality, 
which  is  the'higheft  wifdofid,  in  politics, 
and  though  not  yet  much  known,  may  in 
time  prevail.  Let  us  be  timely  wife,  and 
grant  profperity  to  the  remoteft  parts  of  the 
empire,  at  prefent  difintereftedly,  for  their 
benefit,  but  which  will  in  time  refult  to  the 
good  of  the  whole.  The  political  heart, 
that  fhall  freely  circulate  blood  and  life  to 
the  extremities,  will  have  it  returned  with 
double  vigour  and  advantage.  Grant  them, 
by  degrees,  all  the  freedom,  immunities, 
^nd  good  government  they  defire ;  you  will 
reap  the  profit  in  the  courfe  of  time,  and 
of  their  natural  progrefs,  without  any  of 
the  mercantile  infidious  arts  or  monopoliz- 
ing ftipulations. 

I  think 
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I  think  I  find  here  moft  of  my  old  poU** 
tical  principles  confirmed  hj  experience^ 
and  on  a  icale  neither  too  finall  for  fair  ex- 
periment, nor  too  large  for  the  eye  to  take 
in  by  cooB^paradYe  views,  nor  too  full  of 
uncertainty  from  the  complication  of  dif-- 
&rent  caufes*     In  moft  old  eftablifhments, 
in  all  unfair  modes  of  government^   but 
efpeciaUy  in  ariftocracies,  there  is  a  natural 
tendeticy  to  keep  things  as  they  are,  and 
hence  to  exclude  almoft  all  improvements 
by  which  the  rulers  fear  they  may  chance  to 
lofe  fome  power  or  influence.     They  are 
naturally   jealous  of  the  merchant,   the 
manufaAurer,  the  rich  bourgeois  or  par^- 
venusj  and  of  every  innovator  w  improver. 
Here,  they  are  accordingly  jealous  even  of 
the  commerce  that  would  finally  enrich 
themfelves,  and  of  the  very  learning  and 
the  fchools  that  would  enlighten  and  im- 
prove all.      This   is  the    fmall  working 
model  of  a  great  nation.     We  fee  human 
nature  at  work  as  we  do  bees  through  the 
glafs  hive.     There  doubtlefs  muft  always 
be  a  difference  of  rank  among  men  in  fo- 
ciety;  but  on  the  proper  regulation  and 
limitation  of  that  difference  will  depend 

much 
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much  of  their  progrels  and  political  hap- 
pinefs.  Whether  the  peopk  are  moft  happy 
ifl  flavery  or  in  freedom,  was  ofice  difput- 
ed  in  the  countries  that  are  now  the  ffeeft 
and  moft  civilized,  and  is  disputed  ftill  in 
Ruffia,  Poland,  the  Weft  Indies,  &c.  That 
they  are  more  active  and  induftrious  with 
liberty  and  fecurity,  can  uow  hardly  be 
xioubted.  In  every  fociety  there  is  a  na- 
tural tendency  and  progreflion  towards  an 
injurious  difference,  an  increafmg  inequa- 
lity in  rank  and  riches.  The  beft  govern- 
ments will  be  known  by  their  contriving 
juft  and  gentle  limits  and  obftru£tion$  to 
thia  evil,  and  that  flxall  raife  and  fupport 
the  poor  and  helplefs  againft  the  rich  and 
powerful,  between  whom  there  is  always 
a  fecret,  but  very  unequal  war  and  enmity. 
We  may  doubt  if  there  be  any  govern- 
ment yet  eftabliflied,  that  is  completely 
adequate  to  this  tafk,  but  we  may  prefume 
that  our  own  comes  the  neareft  to  it,  and 
may  hope  it  will  come  nearer  ftill.  But  I 
am  perhaps  too  eafily  led  into  general 
refleaions,  in  fearch  of  pradical  triiths, 
and  principles  of  importance.     You  know 

I  con- 
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I  confider  the  art  or  fcience  of  legiflation 
as  yet  in  its  infancy.  ^ 

The  things  that  are  wanting  to  make 
thefe  poor  iflanders  as  happy  as  nature  al- 
lows,  may  be  few  though  efiential.      A 
mediocrity,  rather  bordering  on  poverty, 
with  a  purity  and  iimplicity  of  manners, 
feem  to  prevail  here.     A  divifion  of  pro- 
perty,  uncommonly   minute,    provides  a 
fort  of  independent  fubfiftence  for  a  greater 
number  than  is  almoft  anywhere    to  be 
found  on  an  equal  fpace  of  territory.     The 
ancient  flavifh  conditions  of  fome  of  their 
tenures  fhould  be  aboliihed,  as  the  labour 
due  to  iht  feigneurj  and  the  com  rents, 
&c.     Thefe  few  fmall  alterations,  with  the 
trials   by  jury,   fome   Englifh   laws,    and 
perhaps  members  of  parliament,  may  form 
nearly  the  fum  of  what  they  want  at  pre- 
fent;  as  thefe  wt)uld  gradually  bring  the 
other  requifites  towards  making  them  more 
induftrious,  populous,    and  more  import- 
ant  iflands  to  England.     Their  poor  and 
parfimonious   appearance,    and   modes  of 
living,  of  drefs,  of  farming,  their  utenfils, 
manners,  &c  feem  all  as  yet  a  little  too 
much  in  the  French  ftyle.     They  ought 

furely, 
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furely,  by  tHis  time,  to  have  been  more 
like  Englifh  people.     Our  government  has 
certainly  been  the  moft  to  blame  in  this. 
I  doubt  we  are  conflitutionally  inadequate 
or  unfit  for  the  management  of  foreign 
pofTeilions,   tilL  they  are   incorporated  in 
our  legiflaturei  and  thence  all  become  gra^ 
dually  fubjedk  to  the  fame  laws.     A  large 
proportion   of  the   men  here   go  to  fea, 
while  their  fmall  poffefEons  are  but  indif- 
ferently cultivated.     Under  better  govern- 
ment, laws,  and  tenures,  this  uncomnu)n 
ju  nation  of  the  trades  of  failor  and  farmer 
might  be  feparated,  and  both  fucceed  better; 
with  many  other  beneficial  efFeds,  as  more 
aAivity,  education,  &c. 

This  ifland  may  be  confidered  as  a 
model  in  fome  efTentials,  and  worthy  the 
imitation  of  greater  ftates ;  as  in  the  mi- 
litary arrangements,  and  fyftem  of  defence, 
which   have  been  fo  highly  improved,  and 

■ 

almofl  formed  de  novo^  by  the  prefent  go- 
verpor.  General  Conway,  whom  thefe  people 
flyle  their  father  and  defender.  The  whole 
of  the  inhabitants,  of  all  ranks,  have  been 
formed  into  an  excellent  militia,  in  which 
there  are  many  points  that  fhew  the  very 
rare  degree  of  military  fcience  of  the  in- 

ftltutor. 
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fiitutor^  as  wdl  as  his  towers,   and  the 
whde  fyftematic  defence  of  the  coaflr.     I 
think  the  luuform  he  has  given  them  here, 
the  jacket  and  long  trowfers,  is-the  beft  mi«- 
litary  drefs  I  haro  .yet  fecn,  and  anfwens 
all  the  purpofcs .  we  want.  :  Thefe,  with 
the  artillery  part  of  each  corps^  and  fevend 
other  regulations,  are  highly   worthy    of 
imitation.      To   complete  the   fyftem,    a 
place   of  ftrength   is   wanting;   one  that 
Ihonld  ftand  a  ilege  of  a  certain  time,  and 
that  could  be  readily  fupplied  and  relieved 
by  fea,  which  is  a  chief  objeQ:  in  every 
fortification  for  u$,  and  indeed  the   only 
circumftance  that  can  now  render  a.  place 
impregnable,    fuch    as   Tyre,    Bergenop- 
zoom,    Gibraltar,    might    be   made.      A 
harbour,  proteded  by  the  fort,  might  like- 
wife  be  formed,,  for  frigates  at  leaft,   a» 
thefe  might  be  of  Agnal  iervice  fo  Ration- 
ed, particularly  at  the  beginning  of  a  war. 
The  importance  of  thefe  iflands  to  £ng- 
lajad^  as  advanced  pdOb>.&;c.  need  not,  I 
hope,  be  hisre  demonftrated  to  yo^..     In 
the  civil  wars^  ypii  know  they  remained 
firmly  loyal,  and  by  their  annoyance  of  the 
Parlianaeut's  forces  by  ica>  fliewed   what 

mifchief 
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tnifcfaief  thej  iH^Ht^o  us  #a  the  hands  of 
an*nemy.  C}iarle|**II.  knew  their  iioportr- 
anee,  and  always  obftii|B:eiy  rdfafed,  when 
in  the  IT^cft  want  of  siS^saxe^  to  fell 
lliem  ta»tance  for  that  purpofe. 

It  appears  that  the  Druids  reforted  much 
^o  thefe  rilands,  as  well  as  to  Anglefea.  The 
rulfes  of  above  fifty  "of  their  monuments  or 
temples  have  been  difcovered  here;  one 
lately,  very  complete,  which  is  going  to 
be  fent  to  their  Governor's  at  Park  Place. 
The  Druids  were  right.  Thefe  fecluded 
ifles  were  then  well  ^  fuited  for  ftudy  and 
meditation,  and  probably  for  their  myfteri- 
ous  worlhipi  and  for  fafety.  This  beauti- 
ful ifland,  I  diink,  even  now  well  adapted 
for  ftudy,  and  for  education,  and  poffeffes 
many  advantages  for  a  good  fchool,  being 
the  only  place  we  knc^  where  French* 
and  Englifh  are  fpoken  equally  weU 
by  all  ranks  above  the  Common  and  coun- 
try people.  T*he  courts  of  jiiftice,  and 
law  pleadings  in  French ;  the  preaching  in 
both  languages,  alternately :  a  pleafant  re- 
tired and  healthy  country ;  innocency  and 
fimplicity  of  manners  j   great  oeconomy, 

with 
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\rith  a  medioci^tj  of  veall^  and  concUtioQ ; 
the  inhabitants  all  prd^ftants  ;  little*  cico^ 
nonucal  toqrs  to  i^jance  with  the  fcholars 
might  be  ek{^  made«  #]l|pio^  o£jU>  place 
abroad  pofleiHng  fo  many  advantiPn  for  m 
early  education  *•  •       •  ' 

I  know  of  no  good  account  publifhed  o^ 
thefe  iflands.  That  of  jerfey,  by  the  ^v* 
Mr.  Falle,  is  juftly  reckoned  the  beft*  Dn 
Shebbeare  has  written^a  violent  fcurrilous 
account  of  invedive  upon  their  late  tranfac- 
tions.  He  had  good  materials,  the  MS.  of 
the  late  Mr.  Le  Geit,  aP  refpe£lable  charac- 
ter,, and  well  informed.  The  Dodior  could 
write,  and  feems  to  have  wanted  little  more 
than  a  greater  fhare  of  temper  and  modera- 
tion to  have  made  a  very  good  book  of  itj 
but  he  has  'made  a  very  bad  one. 

*  Here  is  Mr.  Daple>  bred  at  Oxford,  minifler  of  tlie 
capital  pariih,  a  chara£ler  every  way  qaalified  and  ready 
for  the  office  of  chief  mailer.  Others  might  be  foond 
here,  and  Tome  be  brought  from  England  and  France. 
Mr.  Dapre  would  now»  by  himfelf,  take  a  dozen  boy^ 
and  coaid  prepare  them  for  the  unif erfity.  ^ 


THE     END. 
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